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Union Spirit

State encouraging traditional medicine
in all sectors for its systematic progress

and standardization
normal efforts are not enough for

firmness and perpetuation of
delicate art of traditional medicines

Chairman of the State Peace apthe field on all fronts.
Development Council Senior General Than Throughout the course of history |o
Shwe sent a message to the Fourtilyanmar civilization countable by the
Myanma Traditional Medicine Practition- years in the thousand, the traditional m
ers Conference. cine has been developing and flourisiimc

The message is as follows: stage by stage in accord with the geogrl

It is now the Fourth Myanmar Tradi- cal condition, culture and customs and fr;
tional Medicine Practitioners Conferenceditional art of thinking of the nation, afq
that has been held annually with the loftyesides, it has been a genuine traditipne’
aims: to develop traditional medicine inheritage helping keep Myanmars heafh:

d with th ired standard; and|tand fit and i hysical and irfteld 1
promote. the wadional medicine secilectual abily. Chairman of the State Peace and
Development Council Senior General Than Shwe

Ours is a Union where various national races reside together everyti:
where. All national races are living together in the nation made up of 14| *=
States and Divisions. Loving kindness, attachment and truthfulness @&
have grown firmly through age-long existence. Therefore, it is Union|
Spirit of national people who live in the same land and drinking water

from the same source to build and safeguard a single motherland. In &
other words, Union Spirit is patriotism cultivated by correct national |
belief.

=

Senior General Than Shwe

Chairman of the State Peace and Development Council
Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services

(From address atthe graduation parade of the 45th Intake
of Defence Services Academy)

to better benefit public health care sefv- Moreover, the traditional medicine i
ices. much delicate and profound branch of sjudH

Here it is to be emphasized that t
State honours and praises the traditio|
medicine practitioners for successful

hées having a large collection of detaifel
naleatises, potent medicines and effecfi
\therapies discovered and invented by

sends message of felicitations to Bhutan

Yancon, 17 Dec N On the occasion of the National Day of Bhutal

holding the annual conference, where thelyanmar traditional medicine practitio] . :
which falls on 17 December 2003, Senior General Than Shwe, Ch:-E

can discuss in unity further raising of theers of the successive eras.
standard, qualification and dignity of their ~ Normal efforts are not enough for
profession in accord with the noble aimstirmness and perpetuation of the deli
With the conviction that giving encout- art of traditional medicine whose rang
agement and protection for perpetual desnlimited, and which is in the golden
velopment of the Myanmar traditionalas it is being encouraged by the State
medicine amounts to preserving and prats potency winning the trust and reliai
moting it as a cultural heritage, and |rof the majority. In this regard, | would li

=

man of the State Peace and Development Council of the Union
Myanmar, has sent a message of felicitations to His Majesty Jig
Singye Wangchuck, King of Bhutan.

MNA

Nurses Sports

addition to extending the scope of publito urge all the traditional medicine pradt|- IS USICENEEVE VRN eI Festival
health care with the use of traditional meditioners to make endeavours in harmony fani feat p 6 7and 11
cine, the State Peace and Developmenhison to preserve and promote the fi ealures on Fages o, / an ' commences

Council is encouraging and safeguarding (See page 2)

Yancon, 16 Dec N The
48th Nurses Sports Festival
(Yangon) was opened this

Vice-Senior General Maung Aye receives
H HRH i t Al San Sta-
Malaysian Military Attaches dium, with s addross deliv-

Yancon, 16 Dec N Vice- | Chief of Defence Services Col Hj Harun Bin Hitam, Hall on Konmyinttha at 10 and Development Councjl €r€d by Chairman of Yangon
Chairman of the State Peac€ommander-in-Chief who has completed his touram today. General Khin Nyunt ang Division Peace and Devel-
and Development Council gf (Army) Vice-Senior General of dutyv, and new Militar Also present at the callChief of Staff (Navy) Rea g?rxgtggugglrln(r:;);rr\]rgahﬂnggr
the Union of Myanmarn Maung Aye receivev AttachZ Col Hj Abbas Bin were Military Adviser to the Admiral Soe Thein. N Gen M?/int Swe. !
Deputy Commander-in+ Malaysian Military AttachZ HjMatatZeyathiri Beikman Chairman of the State Peace MNA

Athletes marched past
L‘ 1 ll ‘
=i | |
] i | 3

the commander. The com-
mander explained the aims
of the festival in his address.

The championship shield
was handed over to Vice-
President of the Myanmar
Nurses Association Daw
Khin May Win, who for-
mally opened the festival.

Over 300 nurses are tak-
ing partin the festival, spon-
sored by the MNA, which
continues till 19 December.

Also present were Di-
rector-General of Sports and
Physical Education Depart-
ment U Thaung Htaik, No 4
Military Region Com-
mander Col Yan Naing Oo,
officials, guests, nurses and
athletes. N MNA

| 23,599 |

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Nga

Vice-Senior General Maung Aye receives Malaysian Military Attache Col Hj Harun Bin Hitam and his successor
Col Hj Abbas Bin Hj Mat. Runa
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PERSPECTIVE

Wednesday, 17 December, 2003
Readying ourselves for
keeping abreast with
international community

Nowadays, science and technology ha
been experiencing such rapid development th3
they have overshadowed all other sectors. At
time like this, itis our national duty to prevent our
Union, a developing nation, from falling into the
influence of others. Therefore, the governmen
has been striving for the emergence of patrioti
and highly qualified human resources to increas
the national wealth and enhance the developme
of science and technology.

A ceremony to honour those who had sud
ceeded in gaining their doctorates from universi
ties under the Ministry of Education, the Minis-
try of Health and the Ministry of Science and
Technology was held at the Golden Jubilee Haj
on the morning of 15 December and it was al
tended by Chairman of Myanmar Education
Committee Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt.

In his address on the occasion, the Prim
Minister said that the Union of Myanmar can
take pride in the fact that its universities are
constantly turning out doctorate degree holders
who can bring development to it. For the educd

D~
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Vice-Senior General Maung Aye greets Malaysia
Military Attache Col Hj Harun Bin Hitam and his
successor Col Hj Abbas Bin Hj Mat.

(News on pagé) N mna

=)

tion sector to be able to develop advanced tec
nologies and to produce highly qualified humal
resources, new universities and colleges are bei
opened region-wise and subject-wise.

As aresult, there is a total of 154 universit
ties and colleges all over the nation and there ale
more than 2,600 candidates attending the 31 do
torate courses conducted by Yangon University
Mandalay University, Yangon Institute of Eco-
nomics and Yangon Institute of Education unde
the Ministry of Education. Similarly, nearly 180
candidates are working for Ph.D and Dr.Med.Sq
at the universities under the Ministry of Health.
Meanwhile, atthe universities under the Ministry

=

of Science and Technology, about 470 trainees gre

MAI launches Yangon-HK
direct flights

Yancon, 16 Dec N Flight 8M 237 will de-

Myamar International Air{ part Yangon every Mondayj

ways (MAI) has announcedand Friday at 7.45 am ar)
the launch of a new sery-arrive in Hong Kong a
ice to Hong Kong from 12.45 am. Conversely, fligh
Yangon, Myanmar. Com-8M 238 will depart Hong
mencing 12 DecembgrKong at 13.45 pm ever
2003, MAI will operate a Monday and Friday an
twice-weekly service usingarrive in Yangon at 3.4
a combination of Boeing pm. This was disclosed b
737-800 and Boeing MD 82Gerard de Vaz, Managin
aircraft. Director for MAI. NNLM

doing doctorate courses on engineering, archite
and information and communication. Up to De-|
cember, 2003, the universities under the Ministry
of Education have produced 119 doctorate de
gree holders, the Ministry of Health 71 and thg
Ministry of Science and Technology 173.

J

UMFCCI President receives guest
Yancon, 16 Dec N Executive Vice-President g
Korea International Trade Association (KITA) Mr Le
Suk-Young, accomapnied by Commercial Attache of
Embassy of the Republic of Korea Mr Choi Yong-T:
called on Union of Myanmar Federation of Chambers

the world.
N\

Commerce & Industry President U Win Myint, Vice-Presemy with the help of audi
dent U Zaw Min Win, U Aung Lwin and Joint Secretal
2 Dr Maung Maung Lay yesterday morning at the h
office of the UMFCCI here. They discussed matters re
ing to investment and trade promotion and develop

fGen Min Thein and faculty Than Maung, senior mili
thiein extended greetingsAttachZ of the Malaysial
agnd explained the back-Embassy Col Hj Abbas Hj

Yrisual aids. Brig-Gen Min
ed®ein and Dr Hj Ismail bin

nent

Malaysian delegation
concludes visit

Yancon, 16 Dec N | souvenirs.
The Malaysian delegatio Officials conducted
led by Under Secretary Orthe Malaysian guests roun

The delegation at the airport by Deput
members were welcomgdCommandant of Nationg
by Rector of DSMA Brig-| Defence College Brig-Gei
Military

énembers. Brig-Gen Min tary officers,

@found history of the acad-Mat and officials.
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The State is encouragingE
(from page 1)

At the same time, the State is also encouragin
traditional medicine in all sectors for its system|
progress and standardization. For the systematic g
opment of the field, the State is conducting traditi
medicine diploma courses and traditional medicine
titioner courses, and also founded an international
University of Traditional Medicine which can con|
degrees on the graduates.

Advanced traditional medicine hospitals, dispe
ries and clinics have been opened the length and b
of the nation as a means to extend the public
care servicef the traditional medicine sector.

Furthermore, the Traditional Medicine Law has
enacted for ensuring standardization and safety g
Myanmar medicines. Modern traditional medicine
tories are emerging in the nation, as the State haq
giving encouragement for the advancement of th
dustry. For scientific progress of the traditional m
cine, the State has been making arrangements t¢
cover, to conduct research on and to record the po|
and standards of the traditional drugs, to condud
search for production of effective drugs for com
diseases, to set up herbal gardens for herbal plan
servation, to discover and promote the potent drug
therapies for the diseases that cannot be cured K
western medical science, and to find methods for
bination of the western medicine and traditional m
cine in treating patients.

Thanks to the GovernmentOs well-rounded effo|
encourage the traditional medicine, it is developing
greater momentum, and seeing a lot of good res

q

=1

the research work achieving success after succe:

development and flourishing of the traditional medigi
lJand to extend the effective health care services d
N sector for the entire national people.

I wish the Conference to be successful in ever
pect in accord with the lofty aims, and the practitio
collectively and energetically striving for the devel
ment of the traditional medicine, which is the nati

h

heritage and the dignity, reaching the world coun

MNA

l&f; Ahmad exchanged

of small and medium enterpriseSIMNA

.
UMFCCI President U Win Myint receives Korean

guests. Nmna

e

.
Under Secretary Dr Hj Asmail bin Hj Ahmad and members being seen off

at the Alrfout.
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many areas, as the art of teaching traditional medjcine
reaching the international level, the traditional medigine
itself winning greater confidence and reliance of|the
people, a large number of traditional medicines mpnu-
factured through advanced techniques coming out] and

he

We would like to urge all the doctorate| | Hj Ismail bin Hj Ahmad of| the institution. At a time when the traditional medicine is in fhe
- . . A ! golden age, the Myanmar Traditional Medicine Prgcti-
degree holders to apply their skills and knowl{ | the Policy Division of The  Malaysian tioners Association has emeraed. and the foundatidhs of
i i Malaysian Armed Forcegsguests left here by air in thg - ged, : p
edge in such a way as to develop the nation and aMal _ ing aft letion d cooperation among the persons of the professionflaid.
knowledge-based society. Only then will our Uni | Visited Defence Servicesevening after completion dff ar g juncture, | would like to express my firm befef
ion be able to keep abreast with other nations gf| Medical ~Academy in their visit to Myanmar. | |+ with their united strength, all the traditional médi-
Yangon this morning. They were seen off| cine practitioners will make utmost efforts for furtfier

ine
f the
as-

ers
Dp-

nal
1ies.
MNA




Shanghai seek
jewellery
appraisers
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455 US soldiers killed since start of
military operations in lrag

BacHDAD, 16 Dec N As of Monday, 15 Dec, 455 US soldiers have died since
beginning of military operations in Iraq , according to the Department of Defence. O

ShancHa, 16 DecRl Chi- those, 313 died as a result of hostile action and 142 died of non-hostile causes,

naOs commercial hub Shai

hai has sped up training of

éi_epartment said.
The British military has reported 52 Since the start of military operation

jewellery appraisers to meetdeaths; Italy, 17; Spain, eight; Denmari2,249 US service members have been
the growing demands for Ukraine and Poland have reported grjered as a result of hostile action, accord

senior professionals from it}
jewellery stores, pawnshop.
auctioneers and insuran
companies.

The eastern China me
tropolis has more than 30|
jewellery stores, 50 pawn
shops and over 70 auctiol
eers, but only five qualified

jewellery appraisers, accord-

ingto Zhou Yi, general man
ager of a leading jeweller
company in downtown
Shanghai.
Zhou is one of the
first 16 trainees to atten
courses at the cityOs vog
tional training centre to be|
come qualified jewellery
appraisers.
They have received in
tensive training over the pa:
six months under the intel

national Anna Miller certifi-| |
cation system and are ex;
pected to become ChinaC:

first generation of interna
tionally certified appraiser:
after they pass tests at t
end of the programme.
ZhouOs classmates |
clude bosses from time-hon
oured jewellery stores i
Shanghai, professors fro
the elite Jiaotong and Tong)
universities and appraisel
from local appraisal organi
zations. They will be inq
volved in formulating a se
of professional standards
guide future jewellery ap
praisers in the city.

It used to be difficult for|
ShanghaiOs jewellery me
chants to tell the true valu
of a piece of jewellery.

Oltall depends on the €|
perience, or rather, the fee
ing, of the evaluator him
self,0 said Tang Yuanju
head of the Shangha
Zhongbao Jewellery Ap
praisal Centre.

MNA/Xinhua

255

each. to the Defene DepartmentOs figures as
5, On or since May 1, when Presidertlonday. Non-hostile injured numbere
Bush declared that major combat oper&61.

tions in Iraq had ended, 317 US soldiers The latest deaths reported by the milita
_have died N 198 as aresult of hostile action A Coalition Joint Task Force soldi¢
pand 119 of non-hostile causes, accordingdiied Monday from a non-hostile gunsh
_the Defewe DepartmentOs figures. wound in Baghdad. fhternet

®uicide bomber kills
*eight policemen in Iraq

ng BacHpap,16 Dec N A suicide bomber driving a
éburwheel drive taxi killed eight Iragi policemen in an
>chttack Monday on a station in the capitalOs northern
outskirts, their commander said.

ry: LtCol Ali Amer said 10 officers were injured in the blast
2fin the northern Husainiyah district. Residents said at least
dive civilians, including a five-year-old girl, were also
wounded by flying glass and debris.

n-

b L . i .
Iragi policemen stand beside the remains of a car bomb, after a suicide attack ou
n-  police station on the outskirts of Baghdad, on 15 December, ROBSERNET

Earlier Monday, seven officers were wounded when
another car bomb exploded in the western Ameriyah neigh-
bourhood just after 8 am.

That attack was partially foiled by Iraqi police and US
Military Police who fired on a second explosives-packed
vehicle and prevented it from ramming the police station and
detonating, said US Army Brig Gen Mark Hertling, of the
1st Armoured Division.

A would-be suicide bomber in the second ran off,
abandoning the vehicle without detonating it, Hertling said.
The man was later captured, said US Army Capt Brad
Loudon. The carOs 250 kilograms (550 pounds) of plastic
explosives, with a powerful limpet mine attached as a
detonator, was defused, Hertling said

Laterin the day, several large explosions reverberated in
central Baghdad. The cause was not immediately clear.

Hertling said US troops found yet another explosives-
packed vehicle parked in east Baghdad on Sunday that
appeared to have been abandoned, possibly because of
mechanical trouble.

ORight now, we donOt know what the target was,O Hertling
said. Olt goes with the intelligence we had yesterday, that

sitlera would be several (car bombs). We dodged a couple of
bullets in Baghdad.Oternet

' Vajpayee urges farmers
to tap global market

New Detri, 16 Dec N Indian Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee said on Saturday that India should put
Fin place world standard trading exchanges to tap the
0600-billion-dollar global commodities market while pro-

tecting the interests of the domestic farmers from sharp
price fluctuations.
OFor achieving this goal, we have to equip ourselves
Ithe appropriate markets instruments and institutionsO, Vajf
€said in New Delhi while inaugurating futures trading in whea
and rice. Ol am told that by building a commodity trad ; .
Xexchange of global standards, India has an opportunity to ¢t Mmaceuticals and biote
Ia 600-billion-US-dollar market opportunity,® he said.

on Saturday signed amemol
in various sectors including

S

Minister Yashwant Sinha

"solved to work together to enhance the pace

India, Iran sign MoU for cooperation

Dueal, 16 Ded\l Inabid to boost their bilateral economic and trade ties, Indiaand Iran

randum of understanding (MoU) to enhance their cooperation
petroleum, railways, power and communications.

The MoU was signed by External Affairof transfer of technology, investment and

and his Iranigjoint ventures. officials toldTI.

counterpart Kamal Kharrazzi in Teheran, at Senior Indian officials were in Teheran
the 13th Joint Commission meeting duri

which the two sides reviewed bilateral relaune and finalize the terms of the MoU.
Jlifigs and stressed the need for sharper thrustThe automobile sector was particularly
Jé%galize the full potential in two-way tradein focus as India was keen to set up joint
t The MoU also covered shipping, texventures in Iran. Tatas and Mahindras had

o0 days prior to the ministerOs visit to fine-

ifjles, smalland medium enterprises, cementade a strong pitch at an India Fair in Tehe-

chnology, and|nen in this regard early this month.
MNA/PTI

Vajpayee said farmers are often worried over the un
Ntainty of the price they will get for their produce. Introduct
iof futures and derivative contracts in various commoditie
an effective instrument to manage the uncertainty in a

market regime and to mitigate risks, he added.
MNA/Xinhua

““Afro-Arab trade

per The African reported o

imports trade.

fair records $167m transactions

2S IS Dar-Es-SaLaam , 16 DecN Business transactions worth 167.3 million US dollars
fregve been recorded during the just ended sixth Afro-Arab Trade Fair, local newspa-

n Monday.

Chairman of the fair and Trade, said that the fig-ies, beer, spirits, honey and
Ahamda Ngemera walsure confirms the success pfspices.
quoted as saying that the figthe fair.
ure includes enquiries and He mentioned some countries have shown their
orders for both export andproducts which exporters interest to host the 7th Afro-

It is reported that three

have shown interest in asArab Trade Fairto be heldin

Ngemera, also the pef-textiles and garments, elec-2005, namely the United
manent secretary in the Tantrical appliance, cashew nuts Arab Emirates, Bahrain and
zanian Ministry of Industries hides and skins, car batter-Sudan. NMNA/Xinhua

China, Jordan sig

tion protocols in a bid to fu
The executive progral

n economic cooperation protocols

Awmman, 16 Dec N China and Jordan on Monday signed four economic coopera-

rther promote bilateral relations.

ical and economic cooperation agreement,
nder which the Chinese Government will
03 till 2006 wasupply Jordan with 3.6-million-US-dollar
hinese Culturainterest-free loans to help the country over-

mme of cultur

Jordanian Plartcome economic crisis.
According to the other two documents,
the Chinese Government will provide funds

An unidentified gunner operates a machinegun on a US Army's helicopter patroll

\ r 1 ‘r == and scientific cooperation between the
| l countries over years of 20
L8 b inked by visiting Deputy C
"’ & Minister Chang Keren and
F ning and International Cooperation Mini
—\\ ter Basem Awadallah.
ul

The agreement provisions cooperatiorfer Jordan to conduct infrastructure projects
in education, culture, archaeology, healtim the country's southern city of Ma'an, and
ggemedia between China and Jordan. | provide 1,000 tons of rice and some medical

area of Adwar, some 10 miles of Saddam Hussein hometown of Tikrit, Irag on Manday, Chinese Ambassador to Jordan Luequipment for Jordan.

15 Dec, 2003N INTERNET

:

Xingwu and Awadallah signed another tegh- MNA/Xinhua
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Security Council to consider
IraqOs future

BacHpAD, 16 DecNWith the long manhunt for
Saddam Hussein finally over, the UN Security Counci
will meet Tuesday to discuss the still uncertain political
future of Iraq.

IraqOs interim foreign minister Hoshyar Zebari is
pected to face a grilling by the 15-nation council, wh
bitter divisions over the Iraq war again risk bubbling to
surface.

The United States hopes the dramatic weekend ca
of Saddam will unite the council behind its plan for reb

u
ing of Iraq and the delicate steps needed to estainJ

interim Iraqi government in the next few months.
OAffirmations of support for the political, economic a
security development of Irag would be most welcome
deed, and most appropriate under the circumstances
ambassador John Negroponte said onEMonday.
Zebari, faces aEgrillingEat the UNEbut an especiall

statement from Security Council president Stefan Tafrgvifst means to quicken theEEEOOne must let the Irg

Bulgaria on SaddamOs capture reflected the relucta
other nations to throw their full support behind US plan
Baghdad. OCouncil members welcomed the captu
Saddam Hussein on December 13,0 he said.
Large UN role

France, Germany and Russia, the council nations tha
opposition to the war, want a large role for the Uni
Nations in the political transition and reconstruction

Arab League to visit Iraq
on fact-finding mission

Cairo, 16 Dec N A delegation of the Arab League
(AL)will visit Irag within days on a fact-finding

mission, AL spokesman Hosam Zaki said here o

Monday.

EEBThe delegation will beproblems Iragis are facing|
S by AL Assistant Secre-EEEfe delegationOs visit
??gry—GeneraI Ahmad bin Irag comes on the heels

elli, who will meet with| former Iragi Presiden
ol resentatives of varioysSaddam HusseinOs arre

hclédqing members of the In-hometown of Tikrit on Satq
terim Governing Counci| urday evening.

4GC).0 Zaki was quoted HyEEER Sunday, Arab Leagu
iR9yptOs official MENAnews chief Amr Moussa remaine
(RgesICy as saying. cautious aboutSaddam

EEEHe said such meetingsapture, and said the Iraq
y Yepudd focus on seeking theshould determine his fate.

deaoffer of power from United people have their word o
s 8tates troops to the Iragisthis
eaind on the ALOs contributiorMoussa told reporters.

(0]
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sho

10! itical powers in Iraq, in1 which was made near his

UN hopes for Iraq
reconciliation

BacHDAD, 16 DecNThe head of the United Nations

pes that the capture of Saddam Hussein will acceler-
ate reconciliation in Iraq.

Secretary General Kofi Annan called for a fair and open

trial for Saddam Hussein, and said that the UN remained

S

iopposed to the death penalty.

5§vhether he favours the death penalty for Saddam Hussein.

US President George W Bush has refused to be drawn on

But he said the US would work with the people of Iraq

to ensure the trial stands international scrutiny.

qi
h former Iraqi leader is not likely to be handed over for trial in
important event,®the near future.

However, a senior US official has made it clear the

He is now being held for interrogation at an undisclosed

to developing political life in
the war-torn country.

EEEEHe said the 22-me|
pan-Arab forum will make

migeation, but the International Committee of the Red Cross
says its hopes the US military will allow a visit so that it can
check on his conditions.

AERIE The delegation will alsocontact with theUS-pickeg
tegkit some Iragi cities to getIGC to learn about its re|

The US says that Saddam Hussein is being treated

according to the Geneva Convention, but has not yet

Iraq.N Internet

%fcquainted with condition
on the ground and discu

squirements.
5S

Internet

confirmed that he is considered a prisoner of wamtirnet

Forum ushers in new era in China-Africa cooperation

Abbis Asasa, 16 Dec N The establishment of the China-Africa Cooperatior|
Forum three years ago has ushered in a new era of cooperation between China g
African nations, Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao said here Monday.

OThe past three yea
since then have witnessg
steady growth and remark
able achievements of coo
eration between China an
Africa on all fronts. Our
friendship and mutual trug
are stronger and deepe

Our cooperation on inter-cent.

national affairs has bee
constructive and fruitful
Our trade and economic ¢
operation are growing witl
a more robust momentum
the premier said at th
opening ceremony of th
Second Ministerial Confer|
ence of the forum.

rs Wen said China has Sino-African cooperatio
daken further measures tan human resources deve
-increase its imports fromopment is on the upswin
pAfrican countries, and thatChina has sponsored a
drade volume betweepriety of training pro-
China and Africa has beengrammes and trained neal
tincreasing at an annual7,000 African personnel g
rrate of more than 20 pera wide range of profeg
sions, the Chinese Premi
n Over the last threg said.

years, China has also in- OThe Chinese Gover
vested 117 new enterprisesnent has fulfilled ahead 9
in Africa. schedule its debt exemptid
O Sino-African cooperai commitments and cancellg
etion in energy development31 African countriesO deh
eand hi-tech industries istotalling 10.5 billion RMB
getting off the ground, heyuan,0 Wen said.

said. MNA/Xinhua

nd

Demonstrators shout anti-war slogans during a protest against the governmentOs

decision to send its troops to Iraq, in Tokyo, December 15, 2003.

INTERNET

Megawati

Islamabad for visit

I'sLamABAD , 16 Dec N Ind

arrives in

onesian President Megawati

Soekarnoputri Sunday arrived here for a three-day
official visit, the first trip by an Indonesian leader in the
past three years.

During her stay, Megawati will hold separate meeti
with President Pervez Musharraf and Prime Minis
Zafarullah Jamali and exchange views with them on
menting bilateral ties through increased economic cooq
tion, according to the officigdssociated Press of Pakista]

She will also discuss with the Pakistani leaders
situation in South Asia, Afghanistan and Iraqg. Itis repo
thatthe visit will see the worldOs two largest Muslim nati
both battling Islamic extremism, to forge pacts agal
terrorism and drug-trafficking. \MNA/Xinhua

India offers defence
technology, training to Sudan

BancoLAre, 16 DecN India has offered military
training and defence equipment technology to Sudan
for its ambitious 20-year plan to revive and develop its
Army, Sudanese Defence Minister Major-General
Bakri Hassan Salih said on Sunday.

OWe have an ambitious 20-year plan for the revi
and development of Sudanese Army. India has dem
strated its political will and determination in this prog
ess,O Salih told reporters after his visit to the Bha
Earth Movers Ltd factory, a defence undertaking, he|

He said the training would encompass the Navy, Army
uActor Jeremy Sumpter portrays Peter Pan and actress Rachel Hurd-Wood plays

Darling in a scene from the live-action film adaptation of the beloved literary clas
OPeter Pan.O The film opens on 25 December in the UnitedStiatesneT F

and the Air Force, besides technical institutions in §
dan. N MNA/PTI

African states to become
destinations for Chinese tourists

Apbis Aeasa, 16 DecN The Chinese Government will grant eight more African
countries the status of approved destination for outbound Chinese tourists|

n§shinese Premier Wen Jiabao said here Monday.

ter Wen made the an
@auncement at the openin
«tgremony of the Secon
nMinisterial Conference of
tHee China-Africa Coopera
t&gn Forum.
ons, The eigh&frican coun-
rsies areTanzania, Ethio-|
pia, Kenya, Tunisia, Sey
chelles, Zambia, Zimbabw
and Mauritius.
OTo step up our tou

ism cooperation with Af

Thai, Laos to
build bridge
across
. Heuang River

Once African countries _ BANGkok, 16 DecN

gica, China will grant eight acquired the status of Odpl hailand and Laos have

dmore African countries the proved destination for out-Started to build a bridge
status of approved destingbound Chinese tourists,
tion for outbound Chinese Chinese tourists can trav

csicross the Heuang River be-
sftween ThailandOs Loei Prov-

tourists,® Wen announcedto these countries at thejrince and LaosO Sayaboury

In 2002, the Chineseown expenses underthe g

yProvince to facilitate trade

Government granted Egypt,ganization of Chinese travefand tourism between the

+ South Africa and Morocco agencies, according to offi
ethe status of approved deseials from the Chinese Fo
tination from outbound eign Ministry.

-Chinese tourists.

_two countries,The Nation
_Newspaper reported Mon-
day.

MNA/Xinhua Thai Foreign Minister

al
on-
rat
re.
n

Surakiart Sathirathai and
his Laotian counterpart
Somsavat Lengsavad
presided over the ground
breaking ceremony Sunday
at Ban Na Kaseng in Loei
Province, 550 kilometres
northeast of Bangkok.
Surakiart said that the
bridge, scheduled to be fin-
ished in six months, would
facilitate transport of
agricultural products from
Laos to Thailand and the
Wensgment of tourists from
ithailand to Laos.
MNA/Xinhua
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Palestinians burn US flags over
SaddamOs capture

Gaza, 16 DecN About 200 diehard Palestinian supporters of Saddam Hussein burnt US flags on Monday
protest against his capture by US troops while their leader Yasser Arafat kept silent.

Most Palestinians were no champions of SaddamOs fuited our hearts,O organizer said through loudspeake

tal leadership but all saw him as the only consistent

patron of their independence struggle against Israel|@hduted marchers in a chant heard over and over in

many were in shock after his meek surrender.

through SaddamOs three decades of rule.

Activists of the pro-Saddam Arab Liberation Frontand Like many Palestinians, Adli Sadek, columnist in

the al Agsa Martyrs Brigades, a spin-off of ArafatOs F

ial Palestinian Authority dailgl-Hayat al-Jadiawrote

faction, marched in GazaOs Khan Younis refugee catat Saddam should have died resisting capture rathe

firing assault rifles into the air and setting US and Israglibmit without a shot fired, despite a pistol by his side
OMaybe they fired a smoke bomb that neutralized

flags alight.

They held up old posters of a sleek, imperious Sadfmaybe he was asleep and was betrayed by traitors,O
contrasting with the grubby unkempt fugitive founehused. OWe wish he had resisted as did his sons,O he
hiding in a hole in the ground by US troops, and waved Ifagiiay and Qusay Hussein died in a shootout with US tr

flags.
OThe Americans may have captured you but you

in July.
ap-

MNA/Reuters

Halliburton gets more
business in Iraq

[S. WasHingTon, 16 Dec N The US military said on

to

rab OWe will sacrifice our blood and souls for SaddanManday Vice-President Dick CheneyOs former com-

IRy Halliburton was allocated 222 million US dollars

more last week for work in Iraqg, at the same time as a
Meentagon audit found the firm may have overbilled for

someservices there.

tharHalliburton subsidiary Kellogg Brown and Root has
- now clocked up 2.26 billion US dollars under its March no-
his contract with the US Army Corps of Engineers to rebuild
Saegls oil sector.

addag@my Corps of Engineers spokesman Bob Faletti said a
Qv task order was made for KBR last week worth up to

222 million US dollars for the Orestoration of essential

infrastructureO.

Police fire at
fleeing
bag-snatchers
near EU summit

BrusseLs 16 DecN Brus-
sels police opened fire on tw
suspected thieves fleeing in
car outside the European Up-
ion summit venue on Satuy-
day after the pair tried to
snatch the bag of a passer-by,
police said.

The early morning incident
was not related to the summit
of leaders from the 25 current
and future member states of
the EU in BrusselsO Jusius
Lipsius building about 10
metres away.

(0]

Q

General view of the site of a suicide car bomb attack outside a police station on
outskirts of Baghdad, on 15 December, 2003NTERNET

Faletti said this work order would be paid for by money
from the Development Fund for Iraq and not from 18.6
billion US dollars in new funds to rebuild Iraq appropriated
by Congress.

He said Congress had specified new funding for Iraq
should not be used for contracts that were not competitively
bid, such as the deal with KBR.

OTo make sure that we avoided any perception of wrong-
doing, we are not co-mingling appropriated and non-appro-
priated funds (from Congress),O said FaletdNi/Reuters

Annan says Saddam trial
must be fair, no death penalty

Unitep NaTions, 16DecNUN Secretary-General Kofi
Annan said on Monday he does not support the death
penalty for Saddam Hussein and emphasized any
tribunal would have to meet international norms and
standards.

Annan, who offered UN help in the judicial process, said
the was encouraged by Bush Administration comments that
Saddam would be treated humanely Oeven though this is a

A policeman guarding th
security perimeter outside tl
summit centre fired two sho
at the vehicle as it careerg
towards the crash barriers.

A blood-stained car w.
discovered abandoned not fapeople-loving mammal to
from the incident and polic The world®s most f;
later detained two suspects|imous orca, a magnet for toy
a nearby hospital, one with|asts who spent most of h
gunshot wound in the armlife in captivity, died abou
and the other with cuts from15 months after turning upi
broken glass. Norwegian waters, official

MNA/Reuters said on Saturday.

Shanghai-Melbourne
direct flights start

SHancHal, 16 Dec N AnAirbus 340-60etliner took
off at Pudong International Airport in Shanghai for
Melbourne, Australia, on Monday, marking the start of
direct air service between the two cities.

e
e
S

od

life in the wild.
a-

smetre animal for the wil

OFree WillyO killer whale star
Keiko dies at 27

OsLo, 16 DecN Keiko the killer whale, star of the OFree WillyO movies, has die
at 27 of pneumoniain a Norwegian fjord, ending campaigners® hopes of returning t

Millions of dollars was; of the sea late on Friday.
rspent on preparing the 10-

OltOs terribly sad,O S¢
told Reuters OWe had bee

after the 1993 movie OFredoping to have him aroun
nWillyO prompted a campaignfor many more years.O Killg
s for his release, but Keikpwhales can live to aroun
never rejoined Kkiller whale 35.

company.

The Hollywood star, a

Margrete Seter, mayarbig tourist draw in Halsa,
of Halsa municipality in had shown signs of letharg

western Norway which h
been KeikoOs home since
surprisingly turned up ther
in September last year, s
the giant mammal had be
found floating on the surfac

and lack of appetite just bg
hiere he died, said the Fre
eWilly Keiko Foundation,

rcampaign to free Keiko.
MNA/Reuters

?:Nhich has headed th

China Eastern Airlines sent a delegation aboard the

first

flight to the Victoria State, Australia, to participate in Ial’an to upgl’ade

ceremony for the launch of the direct air route.
Under an agreement between the airlines and the gqg
ment of Victoria State, the Shanghai-based airlines

offer the direct air service every Monday and Thursday.

Before the new service, the airlines ran flights bet
Shanghai and Sydney five times a week.

Australia has become one of the hottest tourist deg
tions for Chinese citizens with growing government
non-governmental exchanges between the two countr
recent years.

China Eastern Airlines alone reported a 7-per-cen
crease in income from services to Sydney so far this
despite the outbreak of severe acute respirg
syndrome earlier in the year.

MNA/Xinhua|

Donate blood

emedium-range

wil missiles
. TeHerAN, 16 Dec N Iran
Wil upgrade its medium

range Shahab-3 missiles th
ti alysts say can hit Isral

P3fd US bases in the GU

&&tHer than develop a ne
longer range weapon, a se

itk official was quoted a:
8aliing on Monday.

tory Acting Defence Minis-
ter Hossein Dehghan deni
reports Iran intended to buil
a new missile, Shahab-
with a 2,000-kilometre
(1,250-mile) range, but sai
the Shahab-3 would be in

el

Keiko, whale of Free Willy

proved.NMNA/Reuters

treatment he in the past did not accord those who fell into his
handsO. But he said the world body has not supported the
death penalty in any court it set up previously.
OSo as Secretary-General ... | am not going to now turn
around and support a death penalty,O he said.
The president of Iraq®s Governing Council, Abdelaziz
al-Hakim, said in Paris that Saddam could face execution.
He also said he recognized the need for an international role
in the proceedings but gave no details.
281 Annan said it was essential that SaddamOs prosecution
Nshould be conducted under due process of law.
d Ot is essential and it is absolutely vital that all those
*lresponsible for these crimes should be brought to account,0
Ahe said. Ol believe this should be done through open trials in
properly established courts of law which will respect basic
international norms and standards, including respect for
» international humanitarian law.O
Y Annan said the former Iraqi leader had Ocast a rather long
2-shadowO over the country as it moves toward self-rule.

e OWwith his capture, that shadow has been removed and |
hope this will help us move ahead with the transition period
€and also accelerate the process of reconciliation and at-
tempts to establish a provisional Iragi Government that is

inclusive and transparent,O he told reporteMNW/Reuters

d

@

fame, dies but debate continues on return toliwiltkrneT
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Hailing the 56th Anniversary Independence Day:

National races, letOs join hands firmly

The Union of Nyaung Oo Phee were
Myanmar, home to variousfamous. It was said that the
national races, had existed jrcombined might of the four
glory under her own rulers heroes was equal to the total
since so many years ago. | strength of 400,000 soldiers.

The golden ages N They were the commanders
the First Myanmar Empire, of the Bagan Army, leading
the Second Myanmar EmpireMyanmar soldiers to ward
and the Third Myanmar off and drive away, with
Empire N did exist in| courage and energy, all the
Myanmar history as enemies trying to attack the
prominent periods. Why argState.
these periods prominent in We have firm
Myanmar history? The historical evidence and
answer is that during therecords that the King had
periods religion and madegreateffort to build
civilization flourished, and irrigation works to ensure
unity among national raceisan adequate amount of water
was strong in the entirefor cultivation. Concerning
nation. the King®s dam building

The First Myanmarn endeavours, the Glass
Empire was founded by King Palace Chronicle states as
Anawrahta, who ascendedollows:
the throne in 1044 AD, an Oln addition, the King
the nation during the time builtalarge number of dams
enjoyed an abundantarray paind reservoirs on natural
food supplies from her ownwatercourses in the entire
sources. The water supplyMyanmar.
from the many dams an When the King
reservoirs was more thanclimbed up the Tha-hlyaung
enough. Because of theHill and studied the area, he
KingODs prowess andame to realize that if a
intellectual ability, he was cluster of dams would be
able to build an Empire spbuilt to store water from the
large that its borders reachedayuttaung Hill watershed
Pareik-khaya State in thearea, they would benefit the
west, Gandalariz in the north people for many many years.
Satitha State which was alsdrhus, he built four dams N
called Pinka State in the eastthe Kinda Dam, Nga Naing-
and Jon State in the souththe Dam, Pyaungpya Dam,
east. N on the

and Gume Dam N
The King after ruling| Pantaung River, with th¢
the nation for 16 years, builtlabour of his million-strong

34 towns at the same tim
where the national race
could live together in unity.
It was one of his efforts t
forge national solidarity.

In addition, many|
military heroes emerge
during the reign of the King
Of them, Kyansittha, Nga
Htweyu, Nga Lon Laphe an

eArmy.O
S The history book also
said that the King built seven
dams including Nwatet
Dam, Konhse Dam, and
Gudaw Dam on Mekkhaya,
dRiver and reclaimed over 1.4
. million acres of land.
The edifices built by
dthe King as religious and

King Anawrahta, the founder of the First Myanma

Empire. His intellectual and physical power led to|

consolidating the unity of all the national races an

building a single State or in other words Othe Unio
MyanmarO.

Myint Wai Hlaing

The Government is excavating the Bagan Palace built by King Anawrahta who ascended the throne in 1044|ABgathifd Myanmar Empir

means to raise the national pride and character.

cultural heritage stand innational unity.
Baganregiontilltoday. The! Myanmar historian
include Shwezigon PagodaPr Khin Maung Nyunt, in
Lawka Nanda Pagoda, Tanthis paper on culture of
kyi-taung Pagoda, and Tu-national races, wrote that the
ywin-taung pagoda in Baganfounders of the second and
region. Itis said that the tooththe third Myanmar Empire
relics of the Buddha wereencouraged the culture of the
enshrined in the pagodas.| national races. They

The historical records succeeded in achieving
indicate that the religion andnational solidarity through
civilization thrived, the| mutualunderstandingamong
economy developed, and thenational races.
national unity getting King Alaungmin-
stronger in the Bagan Statdaya, the founder of the third
or the First Myanmar Myanmar Empire, used
Empire. The Secondnational unity asaweaponin
Myanmar Empire or the reuniting the deteriorating
Toungoo period. Myanmar as well as in

Although Toungoo| crashing the enemies within
was the cradle of the Secon@nd without.

Myanmar Empire, Bago In the paper, Dr Khin
thrived as the royal seat ofMaung Nyuntmentioned the
the Empire. national races® united fight

King Bayintnaung| against foreign invasions:
who ascended the throne n At the time of King
1551 built the Kanbawi Hsinphyushin (1763 - 1776
zathadi Palace in 1553 and\D), the wars were defensive
the Hanthawady royal cityinones. Mons, Bamars,
1566. Rakhines and Shans joined

At the time of King| forces in those wars.
Bayintnaung, organi+¢ Similarly, at the times of
zational network could be¢King Bodawphaya (1782 -
spreadover Assam-Manipurl819 AD) and King
in the northwest, Hotha, Bagyidaw (1819-1837 AD),
Latha and Sanna in theChins and Rakhines were
northeast and Linzin}included in the military
Ayodaya, Chiangmai andcolumns to resist the
Thokkate in the east andaggressive wars along the
southeast. At that time, Kingwestern border of Myanmar.
Bayintnaung was a kinglt is sure that a comrade of
possessing most powerfulone national race in these
military and organizational columns came to understand
skills. the culture of the other. As

In AD 1581, when| national races joined forces

ofKing Bayintnaung passein their fight against British
away, his son King Nandain 1824, 1852, and 1885 and
succeeded him. But, nationathus their cultures became
unity became weak becauseningled.
of King NandaOs lack of British imperialists
organizational skill. twas at tried, through various ways
this time that the alien and means, to jeopardize the
enemies overran Hantha-national unity, but in vain.
wady and Por-tuguesgeNational brethren continued
mercenaries set fire tpto live in unity and amity
Kanbawzathadi Palace ofthrough thick and thin. Their
Hanthawady, as the saying @nity and Union Spirit
United we stand, divided webecame stronger and
fall® goes. stronger.

The study of the fall Toputitinanutshell,
of Hanthawady and thethe national races were
destruction of the always united in times of
Kanbawzathadi Palaceemergency, irrespective of
show that it was due towhere they live, on the hills
weaknesses in patrioticor on the plains. It was
spirit, nationalistic fervoun because of their union spirit,
and national unity. they were able to win

The first Myanmar| Myanma independence
Empire founded by King back.

Anawrahta stood tall in th At any time, the
world because of Unionnation can stand tall in the
Spirit. So did the secondworld if its nationals are
Myanmar Empire founded patriotic and united.
by King Bayintnaung. Otherwise, that nation will

According to| collapse. Therefore, letOs
historical records, King join hands firmly for peace,
Alaung-phaya U Aung prosperity and development
Zeya who ascended theof the State and for warding
throne in 1752 AD founded off the danger of

imperialists.
with the same spirit of (Translation: TMT+NN)
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Hailing the 56th Anniversary Independence Day:

Images of Myanma history

The Statue of King
Alaungphaya, founde|
of the Third Myanmatr
Empire, who used th
national solidarity as

a weapon in recon-

structing disunited
Myanmar and crush-

r

D

King Bayintnaung,
a man of great

valour

The Statue of King
Bayintnaung, a man
of great valour and
founder of the Secon
Myanmar Empire,
who is widely known

ing the external and
internal enemies.

as a king whose

military might and
organizational powel
spread every corner

Southeast Asia.

g

King Alaungphaya, founder of the
Third Myanmar Empire of Konbaung

Dynasty, established Third Myanma

=

Empire and constructed the Shwebon
Yadana Palace. The photo shows the
newly-reconstructed

Shwebon Yadana Palace.

Kanbawzathady

Golden Palace

The photo shows King
Bayintnaung's Kambawzathac
Golden Palace, which has bee
reconstructed maintaining the

traditional handicraft.

‘-
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The Government is givingE

(from page 16)
OThe Myanmar trad
tional medical practitioner:
conference is the one th
gave birth to the firs
Myanmar Traditional Medi
cal Practitioners Associatio
which deserves to be a
chived in the history o
Myanma traditional medi
cines. Therefore, | am ver
delighted to meet Myanma
traditional physicians in pe
son. | would like to cite th

studies, difficult and pro-

-found medical treatises, ef-
s ficient and effective thera-

apies, and potent medicines
and has stood to this day as
a medical practice of high

nquality and potency thanks
o the perseverance of tra-
ditional physicians of suc-

cessive eras.

y  OFor this reason, the
rGovernment keeps placing
-unusual emphasis on the
advent of a new era of in-

the holding of such confer-ternational-standard
ence grandly like this with- Myanma traditional medi-
out fail promises a bright cines that are priceless na-
and new era of Myanma tra-tional heritage as well as
ditional medicines owing to being a shot in the arm of
the united strength of the drive to promote public
Myanmar traditional physit health care services.
cians. OAs is known to all tra-
OWhile meeting on sughditional physicians, Head df
a rare occasion the tradi-State Senior General Than
tional physicians coming Shwe, keeping an eye
from various parts of the Myanma traditional medic

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt cordially greets traditional medicine practitioners at the opening
of the Fourth Myanmar Traditional Medicine Practitioners Conferefteina

rlearners can have access|
la variety of traditiona

tberitages and preventi
against possible threats

gdamage original potency q
oherbs in a bid to kee

country to gather at thi

advances, never fails to givemedical professions cove

conference which is filleg
with sound potentials an
great opportunities, | als
would like to urge the traj
ditional physicians to mak
harmonious efforts with
firm determination to real

emedical profession in ter
of medical development.

guidance on Myanma tradi-ing the four Nayas o
dtional medicines to meet in-Myanma traditional medical traditional medical scienceticals.
pternational standard and gpractice which are taught i
+ be on a par with westernaccord with the curriculum:
scollectively written by sen
ior traditional physicians t
Olt is encouraging toinclude every essence
-medical studies.

nwas under the threat of be-
sing vanished and extinctignagain given priority to tra

picolonialist for more than and bulbs of herbal plan

ize the objective N the pro
motion and propagation @
Myanmar traditional medi
cines as national heritag
and as national prestige.

OSince the prehistor

witness a series of signif
fcant achievements in the OMoreover, Governmel
Myanma traditional medical departments, to ensure t
esector. It is due to the guid-growth of Myanma tradi
ance the Head of State himtional medical practices 4
cself gave emphatically, thea world-grade medical prg

-extinction. abreast with the interna
OAlthough Myanmalr tional standard pharmace

OToday, the public ha

due to the oppression undeditional medicines naturall
the servitude of the compounded from tuber

hevestern medical science,|itside effects of the latter.

is still in existence thankscan be vividly seen that th
sto preservation of succes-raditional medicines an
-sive Myanmar traditiongl medical sciences of som

sthe
one hundred years and peninstead of modern drugLMyanmar traditional medi-
ntetration and influence of thebecause of high prices al

Minister Dr Kyaw Myint reads the message sent b
Senior General Than ShwEunA

period of Myanma cultur

efforts the Government e

throughout the course oferted to implement them
Myanma history countablethe active participation g

by years in the thousandall traditional physicians in

Myanma traditional medis this drive under the leade|
cines have been standing |aship of the Government, an
a medical practice, nationalthe growing confidence an
and traditional, that has al-reliance of national peopl
ways taken care ofin Myanma traditiona
Myanmar people to bemedicines.
healthy, strong and consi OThe Government
erate people. Moreover, |itgiving encouragement to th
is also a true traditiongl effort to develop the tradi
medical practice that hastional medical practice sys
flourished in Myanma socit tematically and creat
ety along with the Myanma highly-qualified human re
geographical condition, thesources in the traditiong
Myanma traditional and medical profession sectqg
cultural custom and tradi- Previously, there were onl
tion, the philosophy of ordinary courses and d
Theravada Buddhismploma courses for trad
Myanmar people believe in.tional medical practitioners
OThe Myanmar tradi-But now, there has emerg
tional medical practice thatan international-standa
sprang from the combina-University of Traditional
tion of four Nayas (methr Medicines that can offer trg
ods) N Desana Naya, ditional medical degree.
Bhesajja Naya, Nakkhatta OThat signifies an ove
Naya and Vajjadhara Nayashift in traditional medical
N which came into exist{ studies from the system
ence in accordance withwhich traditional medical
Myanma traditional phet associations and tradition
nomenon, is a living proof physicians handed do
that the Myanma traditional their medical knowledge t

fession, are offering broademedicine practitioners full

assistance to doing re
searches on traditiong
medicines and therapie
with the use of moder
technologies and equipme
for keeping records of thei
efficiency and of Myanma
traditional medicines cap3
ble of curing uncommo
diseases the western me
cines have no cure, and i
tegrating Myanma tradi
tional medical practices intf
-the western medical pra
,tices with modern hospitg
f equipment.
OThe Myanmar tradi
r-tional medical science i
cbroad and delicate and so|
dis essential that harmonio
lemeasures are to be taken
preserve and boost effe
tiveness and potency ¢
sMyanmar traditional medi
ecines and to scientificall
- improve the standard of th
-medicines in order to pe
e etrate deep into internation
markets.

| ORespective Myanm
r.traditional medicine practi

-over their traditional medi
- cal science to only their dig

-equipped with patriotis

eastern nations becom
popular in the world, deepl

land nationalistic spirit and penetrating internationa
sconstant consumption amdcommunity.
n support of rural people who  Olt is opportune time t
nhave trust in and rely on tra-systematically upgrade th
rditional medicines. arts of Myanmar massag
OTherefore, emulatingthat can cure different type
-the fine traditions of previ+ of paralysis considering tha
ous Myanmar traditiongl Myanmar arts which is o
dimedicine practitioners, thea par with Chinese acupun
npresent generations are |tdure being popular amon
exert endeavours in systemthe nations of the world
patically doing research andLikewise, it is time to el-

fon all traditional medicine

p practitioners to polish up the

-reputation of the Myanmar

utraditional medical sphere

by exchanging traditional

emedical science, experi-
ences and views at the con-
ference in order to upgrade

sand scientifically promote

standard of the
ctal science.

t OThe Government has

kebeen endeavouring to im-
i prove the health standard of

aural people by accelerating
d@he health care services
across the nation including
Ifar-flung and rural areas. At
the same time, it is taking

psystematic measures for en-
esuring effective use of tra-

editional medicines on which
sthe majority of rural people
itplace reliance.

OSo, | would like to urge

cthe traditional medicine
gpractitioners to raise the

. national health standard try-
ing your utmost to effec-

1 tively employ the Myanmar

ytioners separately hande

-recording priceless medicalevate the role of bloo
I palm-leaf manuscripts, tra-tonic, a kind of Myanma
ditional medical treaties, traditional medicine, com
-delicate Myanmar tradi- pounded from tubers an
stional medical science, ef-bulbs of plants similar tg
ifective therapies, and pp-ginseng of the Republic g
gent traditional medicines Korea to internationall
tand herbal plants. | wouldwell-known one.

clike to call on the entire trg-  OAnd now is an oppol
fditional practitioners basedtune time to carry out sci
on patriotism and national-entific  research o
istic spirit to collectively Myanmar traditional medi
ecarry out these tasks. cines that can cure hype
Oln fact, Myanmar tra-tension, diabetes, tubercul
alditional medical science issis, hepatitis and cance

traditional medical science
for ensuring health and fit-
dness of the entire people in
accordance with its fine tra-
fditions.

OAt such a most oppor-
tune time when the Head of
-State has given guidance
+from time to time, the gov-
ernment provides great en-
couragement and assistance
-and the people place much
preliance on traditional medi-
rcines, Myanmar traditional

so vast and delicate that|itmajor diseases threateni
arcan make use of every planto the entire humankind.
of different sizes for medj-  OThanks to the enco
ctal purpose. Myanmar tra-agement and assistance

gnedicine practitioners under
the flag of the association
rare urged to cooperate in
ahaking efforts to elevate the

ditional medicines are nat

-the Government and sus+ole of Myanmar traditional

-rally compounded from the tainable efforts of national medical science, to produce

.ciples or family memberg

.ingredients without causingtraditional practitioners

dtraditional medical scienc

traditional medical treatie

rtand palm-leaf manuscrip
may get damaged in t
nlong run.

alike to state that the enti

o medicine practitioners ar|

medical practice is full of those who studied underesponsible for preservin

broad and delicate medicathem, to the one in whicl

hthese traditional medic

consumers and practicallya broad range of intern

medical science. manufacturing process al
s OCollective efforts gf advanced machines. Ther|
enational traditional medi- fore, | would like to urg

cine practitioners combining you to gradually expand th|

treatment and invaluable externational level traditional

tal role in upgrading already-achieved develo|
Myanmar traditional medi- ment momentum.
Ical science that does not Ol would also like to cal

more international standard

sdConsequently, Myanmarany chemical reaction to thenow Myanmar can producgtraditional medicines and to

-bring about highly-skilled

and therapies may diminishall the diseases can be curetional standard traditional traditional medicine practi-
-gradually, and invaluablethrough the traditional medicines through moderptioners.

d In conclusion, | would
like to call on all of you:

- to make sustained ef-
forts to further improve and

Oln this regard, | wouldtheir arts of giving medical scope of production of int raise Myanmar traditional

medical science, to enhance

npeople including traditional periences play a fundamenmedicines, speeding up thehe good qualities of tradi-

-tional medicine practition-
ers and to fully provide
| (See page 9)



The

systematically
(from page 8)

health care services with theand potent herbs so as

people;
- to unitedly and collec
tively participate in doing

fective and potent tradi
tional medicines that ca|
deeply penetrate interna
tional markets; and

- to make strenuous e
deavours to collect the e
sence of delicate Myanma

Government
encouragement to develop
traditional medical practice

giving

andE

traditional medical treatises

upgrade Myanmar tradi-

After the opening cer
+ emony, Prime Minister Gen
neral Khin Nyunt and party

tional medical science to ja
science of the national hef-
scientific research on herbstage.O
for manufacturing more eft

to
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" Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt attends the new year dinner hosted by the Tuesday Club and Chairman of the club

Mr Martin Pun extends greeting€lews on page 18) mna

-together with members qf
the Traditional Medicine
-Council and practitioner

5
s-attending the conference
rposed for documentary pho-

Minister for Raill

Transportation inspects

traditional medical scid tos.
ences, therapies, priceless

MNA

Dinner hosted in honour of delegates
to 4th SOM on rural development and

poverty eradication

Y ancon, 16 Dec N'Min- | proved them.
ister for Progress of Border
Areas and National Racesconcluding remarks.
and Development Affair In the afternoon, the rep
Col Thein Nyunt hosted aresentatives visited Myanm

dinner in honour of the rep-Gems Emporium on Kabga

rgsentatives of ASEAN n "Aye Pagoda Road, th
tions who attended the 4
Senior Officials Meeting o
Rural Development an
Poverty Eradication at tl
Sedona Hotel this evenin

Present at the dinnerand the Union Nationa
were Deputy Ministers Brig; Races Villagaear Yangon-
Gen Than Tun and Col Ti
Ngwe, representatives ofTownship.
ASEAN nations and official
of the ASEAN Secretariat

The 4th Senior Official
Meeting on Rural Develop-
ment and Poverty Eradica-
tion continued for the seg-
ond day at the hotel this Y ancon, 16 Dec N Del-

morning. egates to the 9th ASEA

MNA

ASEAN
environment
ministers arrive

The chairman delivereg@nd presented cash awards to the workers.

Aung Min and party inspected the durability of Tagondjr]
eBridge and conditions of approach roads to the brid|e
omen Development Cen-payeen Tagondine and Myintnge stations. He also o} r-
tre under the Social Affairs saw changing of concrete sleepers, paving with grafel
neDepartment on Thanlwin and other maintenance works between Singaing and B{in
_Street in Bahan Townshipstations.
| Minister Maj-Gen Aung Min next inspected upgr
ing works at Mile Post 344 between Myittha Station g

Thanlyin Bridge in Thakayta Minsu Station and Samon Bridge between Thabyaytau jg
Station and Samon Station and the site chosen for c]n-

upgrading of railroads

Y ancon, 16 Dec N Minister for Rail Transportation
Maj-Gen Aung Min, together with Deputy Minister |J
Pe Than, inspected maintenance works along |t
PyinOoLwin and Mandalay railroad section on 14 [
cember.

First, the minister and party looked into maintenanqe
tasks at Zibingyi and Hsedawlunthogya railroad sectiqp

On arrival at the gravel production site of Myanm|
_Railways, the minister gave necessary instructions o
Jofficials and attended to the needs.

Yesterday, Minister for Rail Transportation Maj-Ge

struction of retaining wall.

The minister and party proceeded to the site for
grading of Yangon-Mandalay Railroad in Thedaw.
the briefing hall, officials reported on tasks being carrid
out for upgrading of railroad and requirements of coft
struction materials. The minister gave necessary instr
tions and fulfilled the needs.

-
T

BMINA

I.t was attended by seni 'Ministerial Meeting on the
officials and members af

ASEAN nations, observers, h
distinguished guests, offi- ASEAN+3 Environment
cials and departmental heagdinisters Meeting arrived
of the ministry. here by air today. The de

Director-General of the egatesN ministers an
Department for Progress ofdeputy ministers of Cambag

Environment and the 2nd

Senior officials meet for 9th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Environment

Yancon, 16 Dec N The ASEAN senior officials management, multilateral environmental agreements and
meeting for the 9th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on thenvironmentally sustainable cities and others.
_Environment took place at the Sedona Hotel this morn- They also discussed implementation of the Hanoi Plan
ing. of Action, resolutions passed at the World Summit on

Present on the occasion were senior officials froRustainable Development, participation in measures for
“Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, the PHgRvironmental conservation of ASEAN + 3 environment

Border Areas and Nationaldia, Singapore, Laos, thejppines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam, senior offfinisters, sustainable development (Yangon declaration),

Races U Than Swe chairedehilippines, Indonesia, Tha

the meeting together with|and and Malaysia and Set-Myanmar.

Deputy Director-General retary General ofthe ASEAN
of the Natlolnall Ant|-fpo¥ Mr Ong Keng Yong R were
erty lCommlssm'm of t welcomed at Yangon Inte
Presidential Office of th ) . ]

o . | national Airport by Director-
Philippines Mrs Veroni G Lof the P D
Fenix Villavicencio. eneral of the Protocol De

Onthe occasion, the rep-Partment Thura U Aung Hte
resentatives discussed re@nd officials, ambassado

ports on the meeting and apand diplomats. RMNA

-cials of the ASEAN Secretariat and senior officials @éhd holding ASEAN ministerial meeting on the environ-

ment and ASEAN ministerial meeting on haze pollution
Leader of Myanmar delegation Secretary of the Nand informal discussions. They approved the reports of the

tional Commission for Environmental Affairs U Thaungneeting.

- Tun chaired the meeting together with Under-Secretary In the evening, Chairman of the NCEA Minister for

for Planning Policy Department of Environment anboreign Affairs U Win Aung hosted a dinner to the ASEAN

_Natural Resources of the Philippines Mr Demetrio $ecretary-general and ASEAN senior officials at the Sedona

¢ lgnacio. The chairman extended greetings. Hotel this evening.

s The delegates discussed matters on transboundary haz&he secretary of the NCEA also hosted a dinner to

pollution, natural conservation and biodiversity, coastggnior officials of ASEAN nations and ASEAN Secretariat

and marine environment, integrated water resouragsthe Inya Lake Hotel yesterday evening.MINA

The senior officials meeting for the 9th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on the Environment in progress. NE
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Agricultural work and regional development tasks inspected| ASEAN Senior Officials Meeting
in Hlegu and Dagon Myothit (East) on Rural Development and Poverty

Yancon, 16 Dec N Township and met with lo- tive use of irrigation facili- Eradication concludes
Chairman of Yangon Diviy cal farmers. Next, the com-ties provided by the Gover Y ancon. 16 Dec N The
sion Peace and Developmenmander gave instructions,ment. Fourth ASILZAN Senior Offi-
Council and Commander ofsaying that assistance has Next, a local authorit . -

Yangon Commander Maj- been provided to ensure theeported to the command ‘0|als Meeting on Rural De_ . -

Gen Myint Swe went to availability of water re{ on progress of land prepar, velopmentand Poverty Eradi-ries visited the Myanma Gem
townships in Dagon Myothit sources and agriculturaltion work for cultivation of cation, hgst?]q by Myanmay,Emporium on KabaAye Pa-
(East), Yangon East District, techniques, and at the samearious crops on a comme gzzt(')?;e'_‘o:e:shen:;mmg Bitgolda Road, the W?"Ee:/l,de'
and Hlegu Township| time measures are beingial scale in the townshi Director-General of the Yfi opn;ezsntgertrv\?cl)ft e R'”'
Yangon North District, this taken for cultivation of sumt and arrangements for futu ‘Progressof Border Areasa l;s rfy 0 J oga tt? are, ; e-

morning and inspected agri-mer and monsoon paddy agricultural plans. National Races Debartme 1II3€h an T ese;f emedn Nm

cultural tasks and regionalbeans and pulses, edible Local farmers also re U Than S (5) p >ahan Township and Na-
development tasks. crops and vegetables on| ported to the commander g an Swe presided overtional Races Village in

At 10.30 am, the com- commercial scale in the v|-the requirements to be fu fine meeting together with Thaketa Township.

_the leader of the Philippinels  Minister for Progress of

the needs. Afterwards, the
-commander and party in-
spected the sales of fertiliz-
ers by the Myanma Agricul
etture Service to local farmer:
athe demonstration of th
nursing of paddy strain, and
rthe display of farm equip
pment by the Agricultural
eMechanization Departmen
and gave instructions.
The commander an
rparty also inspected the tas|
-being taken with the use

Than Swe.
In the afternoon, senior
r officials from ASEAN coun-

mander inspected measuresinity of the Yangon Inter
being taken for cultivation national Airport by desig
of summer paddy nedrnating five agricultura
Hsinphon village by zones. He also urged t

Khayepin Road in Hlegu farmers to make the effec-tors for regional develop

filled for cultivation of crops|
all the year round on a con
mercial scale and for educ:
dion, health and transport se

Fourth Myanmar TraditionalE
(from page 16)
Next, the master of ceremonies announced that
gether 439 delegates attended the conference.

ment. Later, Lt-Col Kyaw
Tint, Secretary of Yango
Division Peace and Deve
apgment Council, spoke q
the need for local farmers {

n

f

-struction of sluice gates
athe Ngamoyeik Dam in
cHlegu Township.

-mer paddy in Hlegu an

(0]

heavy machinery for con

On completion, the dan
will irrigate 5,000 acres o
land for cultivation of sum

Dagon Myothit Townships
At the temporary brief

at

>

delegation Deputy Directo
General Mrs Veronic Feni
Villavicencio of the Na-
tional Anti-poverty Com-
mission of the President
Office ofthe Philippines. At|

jthe meeting, those prese|
discussed the report of th

meeting andgprovedit. The|

I'Border Areas and National

Races and Development Af-
fairs Col Thein Nyunt this
evening hosted a dinner in

DRonour of the delegate®im

ASEAN countries at Sedona

NHotel.

e Deputy Ministers of the
PBANRDA Brig-Gen Than

meeting came to an end thTun and Col Tin Ngwe also
foncluding remarks by U attended the dinner. WINA

* Myanmar hosts ASEAN CCI
EC Meeting

Yancon, 16 Dec N | sessed the accomplishments

gMyanmar hosted the fourthof the Food, Agriculture and
Executive Committee Meet- Forestry committees and
ing of the ASEAN Chamber others.

tig@operate with departmen
weqncerned in agriculturg
stasks by using irrigation fa)
redlities provided by the Gov;

tsng hall at the constructiol
I site, the commander hea
- reports presented by officia
and called for collective ef
forts of local officials and
,farmers to make systemat
darrangements for boostin
agriculture in the region.

to MNA

>

In his address, Deputy Minister Dr Mya Oo said in
course of history Myanmar people valued and prese
Myanmar traditional medicine, the heritage of ancestor
different eras. They have been relying on the traditio
medical science. Reputation of the traditional medical [s€Fnment.
ence has spread in the country due to the potent medicineAfter hearing the reports

He said traditional medical science provides health|dh& commander coordinate
fitness of Myanmar people and promotes patriotism. He s#iigh departmental officials
Head of State Senior General Than Shwe gave guidanc€@pcerned and attended
promotion of potency of Myanmar traditional medicine and
properties and systematic development of Myanmar triadi-
tional medical science.

He urged the traditional medicine practitioners to t
become those who can promote health standard.

Next, U Tun Kyaing of Magway Township tabled a
motion calling for participation in rural health development
project and taking care of the people through traditional
medicine. Daw Than Than Soe of Sittway seconded| the
motion.

U Myo Myint of Maha Aungmye Township tabled|a
motion calling for continuous implementation of training
and educative tasks for enhancing the skill of traditignal
medicine practitioners. Daw Lay Lay Thant of Mogaung
Township seconded the motion.

U Khun Than Htaik of Taunggyi Township tabled a
motion calling for collection of standard therapies to be Used
as the manual of the traditional medicine practitioners. Daw
Kh".] Thein Win of MyaungmyaTownshlp seconded the - - Those present at the meeting No 4/2003 of the ASEAN
motion. The afternoon session was presided over by Deptiy State Peace and Development Council Senior GeneiBhmbers of Commerce and Industry Executive Commit-
Minister Dr Mya Oo. Chairman of Traditional MedicineThan Shwe was put on record. Decision was made that the  tee pose for a documentary photova
Council Director-General Dr Thein Swe, member U Nyajuidance in the message would be regarded as work gum%ommerce and Industr It also approved the fu-
Tun and delegates U Hla Htay and U Tha Maung actediags. The opening address delivered by Prime Minist&rsedona Hotel in Yangohture programmes: holding of
members of the Panel of Chairmen. General Khin Nyunt was also put on record. Decision an ASEAN trade f.air in Bru-

Deputy Director U Soe Win acted as master of cerenigade that the directives included in the address wou neiin 2004. a trade fair of the
nies. U Thein Naing of Myeik Township tabled a motioregarded as work guidelines. MinisterOs Office Maj-Gen Greater M’ekong Subregion
calling for conducting courses on systematic research metiimilarly, decision was made that five motions tabled afflain Swe. President of Un-Business Forum in Hanoi. Vi-
ods for traditional medicine practitioners in order to prowconded at the conference were regarded as work guy of Myahmar Federation etnam, an investment s’um-
that the potency of Myanmar traditional medicine meets tivges for development of future traditional medicine ang ~hambers of Commercemitin Laos atripartite coop-
internaitonal standard. U Hla Pe of Paungde Townshipiift of medical field. The chairman of the conferencg, i industry U Win Myint,| eration meeting, the 16th
seconded the motion. reported on the motions for approval. The delegates gz tive Committee Chai'r ASEAN CCI Con'ference in

U Saw Hlaing of Sagaing Township tabled a motigitoved them and three resolutions were passed. man of the ASEAN CCI Yangon, the 61st Council
calling for conservation of herbal plants and organizing|theThe conference came to a close after concluding remgrl yone Maung Maun meeting’] the 1/2004
people to grow herbs on amanageble scale for local suficiepgyDeputy Minister Dr Mya Oo. made speeches EC r"neeting and
of raw materials. Daw Tin Nwe Oo of Pabedan Township The paper reading session will continue at Pyidaungsu rp,q meeting' discussedASEAN+China mn’aeting
seconded the motion. Hall on 17 and 18 December. Altogether 25 papers wiTI RRancial matters. and as- MNA

Next, the message sent to the conference by Chairmagudfnitted to the conference. MNA !

ic

to

ay.
d beMinister at the Prim

=

Deputy Minister Dr Mya Oo delivers an address at the opening of the 4th Myanma Traditional Medicine Practitioners Confamence. N



THE NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR Wednesday, 17 December, 20031

Hailing the 56th Anniversary Independence Day:

Endeavours made to develop human resources

4 N
[ With the accelerating| )

national development,
the national duty in the
education sector is to
create human resources
for bringing these fruit-
ful results in hand to the
future and promoting

them' Panglong University, located in Loilem District, Shan State, was constructed under the charge of
. // L the Ministry of Education. j
Developing trend of education in the time of
the State Peace and Development Council
Subject 1988 2003
No. of basic education students 5,239,878 7,550,896
No. of basic education teachers 173,000 222,000
No. of university teachers 6,500 16,600
No. of degrees Masters Degree Only 313 degrees inclusive of
masters degrees and doctoral ones
No. of master degree holders 266 9,474
No. of Ph.D degree holders N 206
No. of basic education schools 33,747 40,049
No. of universities and colleges 32 154
No. of university and college students 130,000 890,000
No. of technological universities N 4
No. of computer universities N 2
No. of aerospace and engineering universities N 1
No. of maritime universities N 1
No. of technological colleges N 26
No. of computer colleges N 24

Maubin University in Maubin Township, Ayeyawady Division, was The photo shows the e-learning centre at the Magway Institute| of
constructed under the charge of the Ministry of Education. Medicine.
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ADVERTISEMENTS

UNION OF MYANMAR
MINISTRY OF RAIL TRANSPORTATION
MYANMA RAILWAYS
INVITATION TO SEALED TENDER

1. Sealed Tenderis invited by Myanma Railways, for supply of the following Spard
for D.E.L & D.H.L which will be purchased in US Dollar and Myanmar Kyats.

parts

Sr No. Tender No. Description Quantity
1. 12(T) 19/MR (ML)  Spare Parts for Diesel Electric 1- Lot
2003-2004 Locomotives & Diesel Hydraulic
Locomotives

Closing Date: 29-1-2004 (Thursday) (12.00) Hours
Opening Date: 29-1-2004 (Thursday) (14.00) Hours

2. Tenderdocuments are available at the office of the Deputy General Manager (Jupply),

Myanma Railways, corner of 51st Street and Merchant Street, Botataung, Yangon

starting from 17-12-2003 during the office hours.
. For further details please call: 291982, 201555 Ext: 602, 605, 612.
Deputy General Manager
Supply Department, Myanma Railways, Botataung, Yangon.

WTO chief sees trade talk progress
but not enough

GeNEvA, 16 Dec N The head of the World Trade Organization (WTO) said on|
Monday states had made progress towards a full re-launch of free trade negotiations,
but were not there yet.

The 146 WTO member countries were  The talks in the Mexican resort broke
meeting in Geneva to assess the chancesdafwn mainly over how much and ho|
getting the Doha Round back on track aftequickly rich powers should cut the billions
it was all but derailed by the collapse pbfdollarsthey spend on farm subsidies each
ministerial talks in Cancun, Mexico, in Sepyear and on whether the negotiations shauld

tember. be widened to include new issues N the $0TRADE MARK CAUTION
Mediators had already ruled out amcalled Singapore issues N demanded by tHelsafe International AS (a
possibility of an immediate fullscale re-European Union. Norwegian Company) 0|
sumption of the negotiations, which wefe  They said allmember countries appearetl20 Leksvik, NORWAY,
launched in the Qatari capital in late 20Q1willing to resume discussions on the basis @§ the Owner of the follow
and the meeting was largely aimed at settjrjcompromise text put forward in Cancun ping Trade Mark:-
a new timetable. Mexican Foreign Minister Luis Ernes
"Our collective aim for today, as in- Derbez and which had been spurned at theE LSAF E
structed by ministers at Cancun, was |ttme by developing countries.
arrive at a point where the negotiations gan "We are nottalking about breakthroug
resume full momentum," WTO Directon-but the mood has improved," said WT|
General Supachai Panitchpakdi told tradspokesman Keith Rockwell.
envoys. On the all important question of agricy

f

s, Reg. No. 563/2000

O

in respect of OSafes and saf
|deposit boxes; electroni
fes; parts and compone

"We are not yet at this point but
should not be disheartened," he added.

Both Supachai, who has held a serieg
meetings with trade ministers, and the pre
dent of the WTQO's executive General Coy
cil, ambassador Carlos Perez del Castillg
Uruguay, who has been acting as media
in Geneva, said there were some signs
the Cancun deadlock could be broken.

eture, which most observers say holds the
to a successful round, Perez del Castillo §
bie felt that the big powers must comn
sihemselves to ending all forms of exp
rsubsidy.
of "Commitment to the elimination of a
téorms of export subsidies is a must for the
hag¢gotiations to be successful," he said.
MNA/Reuters

Multinational genome project launched
in US

WasHiNGToN, 16 Dec N A 53-million-dollar multinational project that seeks to identify

the functions of cattle genes has been launched, aiming at benefitting both human health

and agriculture.
OSequencing the bovine genome is a

j@the aforesaid goods; lock
hiP metal; parts and comp
fents for locks; electric an
electronic locks; microproc
| €ss0rs for lock mechanism
Jarts and compor}entsfort
aforesaid goodsO
Fraudulent imitation o
unauthorised use of the sa
Trade Mark will be dealt witl
according to law.
Win Mu Tin,
M.A., H.G.P.,D.B.L
for Elsafe International AS
P.O. Box 60, Yangon.

Dated: 17 December 200

(l)'Q_.m,—pO

ng

iq

ital The bovine genome is similar in size to

first step that will lay the groundwork far genomes of humansand other mammals,

breakthroughs that will benefit both humaran estimated size of three billion base pali The New Light of Myanmar

Drive

health and agriculture. Eliminating hungerBesides its potential for improving dairy a
improving nutrition and reducing agricultureOmieat products and enhancing food saf
impact on the environment are all potentisadding the genomic sequence of the cow (|
outcomes of this research,0 US Agricultuttaurus) to the growing list of sequenced a
Secretary Ann M Veneman said while laun¢hmal genomes will help researchers learn m

with
care

D -

Read Junior Leader to improve your English.

@

ing the project on Friday. about the human genomeNINA/PTI
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Malaysian PM urges private sector to

be eng

KuaLa Lumpur, 16 DecN Malaysian Prime Minister Abdullah Ahmad Badawi on
Monday urged the private sector to resume its role as the countryOs engine

economic growth.
When the country was
financial crisis, the govern

sortto the public sector for economic recg

ery because the crisis inca|

vate sector, Abdullah, who is also the

nance Minister, said at the

tryOs monthly gathering in Putrajaya,

administrative capital of M
The Prime Minister sai

taken by the government succeeded in

bilizing the Malaysian curri

and bringing improvements to the econo
which saw a 5.1-per-cent growth in tl

third quarter of this year.

The economic growth in the third quar-

by 5.4 per cent during the

ing to the central bankOs statistics.

ine for eco growth

faced with the ~ OWith such success, in my view, the ti
ment had to re-has come for the private sector to return td
vrole as the engine of economic growth,0
priAbdullah, adding that the private sector
ri-able to take such an important duty.
s- Meanwhile, the Premier said the Finan
hinistry and related agencies such as
central bank, Bank Negara and the E
esiomic Planning Unit should focus their

pacitated the
Finance Min|

alaysia.
d the measu

ency of ringgjt

is what we will strive for,O he said.

quarter, accordfor 2003.

staention on achieving a balanced budget.| (SEPA), said here on a highand China has identified DS
Olt means we will have to ensure that pigvel meeting on Northea:
nydeficit is reduced and this will have to heAsiaOs DSS held in Beijing
eachieved in the shortest possible time. This  For the first time, envi

The Malaysian Government projectedvongolia, Japan, South K
ter was mainly driven by the private sectora budget deficit of 5.4 per cent of theeaand North Korea gathert
and the private consumption grew stronglycountryOs gross domestic product (GDPgre tofind effective solution

MNA/Xinhua| tries.

Northeast Asia countries join hands
fighting sandstorms

Beuing, 16 DecN Almost every year from March to May since the late 1990s,

gitrong cold winds from Siberia blow up huge volume of yellow dust from the Gobi
Desert in Kazakhstan, Mongolia and north China, sending it all the way to the
niéorean Peninsula and Japan.

its ODust and sandstorm A monitoring and fore ing to Park Young Woo, of
HiaSS) has become a severeasting system is on the top;%fSOUth Korea Ministry of En-
agnvironmental problem fag-the agenda, according to tl e/iron[nent.

ing the Northeast Asia. Weparticipants. OWeshouldshare  OOnly the research on
cgeed collaboration,O Zhuhe information to build a net- DSS cause, transportation, and
tHeuangyao, vice-director gfwork covering the whole the monitoring technology is
c&hinaOs State Environmenjtidortheast Asia,O said Zhu.| hotenough. We need to trans-
tProtection Administratio A joint research by Japanform the deserts in source

scountries,0  said  Zhu
ttransportation, impact and de-Guangyao.
SEPA statistics show that

velopment, said Kojima
Toshiro, an official from Ja:
, panOs Ministry of Enviror)
-ment.

ed Besides, amonitoringan
sforecasting system shared

- China and South Korea is u
dergoing construction, accor

DSS in Northeast Asia has
-frequented in recentyears due

to continuous droughts in
dnorthwest China and Mongo-
hyia. In 2000, DSS happened 12
ntimes.

ronment officials from Ching

of DSS troubling their coun
MNA/Xinhua

Chinese
Defence
Minister leaves

for Russia

BewnG, 16 DecN Chi-
nese Minister of Nationg
Defence Cao Gangchuan |
Beijing Monday for an offi-
cial goodwill visit to the Rus;
sian Federation.

Cao, also vice-chairmg
of the Central Military Com
mission (CMC) and a sta|
councillor, is paying the vis
at the invitation of Russial
Minister of Defence Serg
Ivanov. CaoOs entourages
clude Li Jinai, a CMC mem
ber and director-general
the General Armament D
partment and Qian Shuge
deputy chief of the Gener
Staff of Chinese PeopleOs L,

eration Army, among others

)

D 5 O O 7 .

P

>

An ivory merchant
displays his goods in
his shop in Abidjan on
t 15 December, 2003.
The West African
states of Nigeria,
Ivory Coast and
Senegal are turning a
blind eye to illegal
ivory sales that are
fuelling poaching in
surrounding coun-
tries, wildlife monitors
saidNI NTERNET

>
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t
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Cancer vaccine in the
pipeline in India

New DetHi, 16 DecN In a major breakthrough in the
fight against cancer, avaccine has been found to be effective
againstcervical cancer and itwould be tested in India under
a WHO programme.

OThough the vaccine ha€ytology and Preventive On-
been made in US, we will alspcology, in the Indian capital
test it in the country and oncestate of Delhi, Tata Memorial
the clinical trials are over we Hospital, western Indian city
will negotiate with WHO so| of Mumbai and Cancer Insti-
that it is manufactured in In-tute in southern Indian me-
dia,O Indian Council of Medit tropolis of Chennai, he said.
cal Research (ICMR) Direcr  There were many issues to
tor-General Professor N Kbe resolved before the clinical
Ganguly said. trials begin in the country.

This is the only vaccine Earlier it was thought that it
that has shown 100-per-cepshould be tested in girls 12
protection in animal studiesyears of age, but due to cul-
against the Human Papilloméural restrictions, it has now
virus that causes cervical canbeen decided that the vaccine
cer, he said. would be tested in 18-year-

Data to start trials was be-old females without clinical
ing collected by Institute of examinationdN MNA/PTI

MNA/Xinhua|
French town
evacuated
over WW Il
bomb

Lite, 16 DecN More
than 1,000 people evacuat|
their homes in an area of t
northern French city of Lille
on Sunday while bomb e
perts defused a recently u
earthed British bomb lef
over from World War I1.

About 500 police seale
off the area during the five
hour operation, which als|
disrupted some train service

ODismantling the deton
tor was more difficult thal
expected. The fuse was rust
and the detonator ver
twisted,O a police official sai

The 250-kilo bomb ha
been discovered on Wedne
day at a construction site f
a new hotel in an area pre
ously used to host trade fai

Bombs from both world
wars are sporadically u
earthed across the form
battlefields of norther

Thai eyes use of LNG
for generating stations

Banckok , 16 DecN The Electricity Generating Au-
thority of Thailand (EGAT) is scrambling to search for
new sources of fuel to power its generating stations in th
future.
ed Fears grow that fuel oil use could soar to th
ebillion litres and that generating costs could reac

high as 10 billion baht (250 million US dollars) ov
-the next two years, reported tfibai News Agencgn
nMonday.
t The national electricity demand looks set to s

rocket over the next couple of years, and this in
dwould increase fuel use, EGAT Governor Sithipg
- Rattanophat was quoted by tf@éai News Agencgs
psaying Monday.
s. This could raise fuel oil usage way above the presen
a-of 200-300 million litres, he said.

He noted that higher fuel oil consumption is likely to p!

edp generating costs.
iy  Electricity generated from oil costs 1.75 baht (0.43 c
d.per unit, compared to 1.60-1.80 baht ( 0.4 cent - 0.45

per unit from coal, and 1.70 baht (0.42 cent) per unit f
shatural gas.
or He said that the EGAT is considering use of LNG g

Malaysia.

France. NMNA/Reuters

using natural gas. KMNA/Xinhua

Revealing that the EGAT is now conducting feasibilitie said.
estudies on the use of LNG, he said that generating costs usinglowever, sales fell sharply after theput and the demand from spare-part
LNG are 30 per cent cheaper than electricity generatieconomic crisis and could only recoveshops.

Indonesian motorcycle -
maker sees no major
investment

fee JAKARTA, 16 Dec N Local demand for motorcycles is expected to continue rising
pext year, but local manufacturers have more than enough capacity to fulfil the rise
efn demand, an executive has said.

Gunadi Sindhuwinata, vice-chaif-after the economic crisis. That year, a
man of the Indonesian Motorcycle In-total of 1.64 million motorcycles were
yhustry Association (AISI), has pre-sold in the country, against 1.85 million
udicted no additional investment plannedn 1997.
rby local motorcycle manufacturers |n While all manufacturers who have
machinery to expand their productiorexcess capacity will withhold investment
capacity next yearJakarta Postre- | planstoincrease capacity nextyear, some
mwted on Monday. of them are expected to invest to alter

He said the countryOs motorcycle indusheir production lines to produce new
ghy was now running at between 80 and|8models.
per cent of its capacity. At full capacity, the  Gunadi said that with rising per capita
emylustry can produce up to 3.5 million unjtdincome and the consequent increase in
antpually. demand, motorcycle manufacturers, who
om OPrior to the economic crisis in 1997possess excess capacity, may also invest
the industry and its suppliers N whichin extending distribution and after-sales
simclude local components manufacturerasetworks. This includes opening new

e

i-new generating stations, noting that several sources of LN@ngaged in major reinvestment to doushowrooms and workshops.
shave been discovered in countries, including China |abie their capacities following predictions

S Additionally, local component sup-
Opliers are expected to reinvest to support
new motorcycle models, the rise in out-

that local production would rise

to near pre-crisis level in 2001, four years MNA/Xinhua
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Bergkamp puts Arsenal back on top

Lonpon, 16 Dec N Arsenal knocked Manchester United off the
of the Premier League on Sunday after Dennis Bergkamp guided
to a 1-0 victory over Blackburn Rovers at Highbury.

The Dutch forward coolly steered home a cutback by Ivory G
defender Kolo Toure in the 11th minute of a game which Ars|
dominated for long periods and should have won by a bigger ma

But English football's only unbeaten club still secured a win wi

top with 38 points. United, who beat City 3-1 in Saturd

Manchester derby, are a point further back on 37 with Chelsea th

Arsenal, who hit the post through Robert Pires, squande
number of scoring chances against a battling Blackburn side whg

re last season and were left to rue a disallowed goal i

second half for German midfielder Markus Babbel.

Henry, who missed several chances to score on Sunday, is ¢
ing with Real's Zinedine Zidane and Ronaldo for FIFA's World PI,
of the Year award on Monday. - IRy

Earlier, Aston Villa left the relegation zone after two goals froVer gettired of winning it,’
Colombian striker Juan Pablo Angel steered then to a 3-2 victory|

French midf

o SPASEL (Switzerland), 16
e

ag,ggs and 2000, topped ap
r@®bnl42 national socce

eWoqld. He had 264 points i
Wwekng released Monda
h RNy, Arsenal's star strike
had 186 and Ronaldo, la
's winner, received 17

itthe better. | don't think yo

ofislane said.

coaches from around theSinclair was 17th with on

ield star Zinedine Zidane

wem is FIFA World Player of the Year

DecNFrench midfield maestro Zinedine Zidane has won

e FIFA Player of the Year award for a third time, beating countryman Thierry
(ElRnry and Real Madrid teammate Ronaldo.

hichZidane, who also won in one second-place vote apgortant trophies in 2003,

Itwo third-place votes. Zidane says his overallgame
r Canadian striker Christinehas improved considerably.
"I've learned a lot how to
nfirst-place vote (Mozam; play more with my left foot
.bique). and I've become amore com-
, Juventus midfielder Pavelplete two-footed player be-
stNedved finished fourthin the cause of that," he said.
b.men's voting, with Real Ma- Ronaldo's third place

ayer The more often you getdrid's Roberto Carlos fifth, meant he missed out on an

I van Nistelrooy sixth and Eng-unprecedented fourth World
land captain David BeckhamPlayer of the Year award. He
seventh. won the award in 1996, 1997

Wolverhampton Wanderers in the Midlands derby.

MNA/Reuters

and 2002.
"It's a pleasure to be rec-

Boca claim shoot-out glory in
World Club Cup

Yokomama (Japan), 16 Dec N Boca Juniors edged out AC Milan 3-1 in a penalt
shoot-out following an absorbing 1-1 draw after extra time to win the World Club Cup)

on Sunday.

Midfielder Raul Cascini Abbondanzieri from eigh
blasted in the decisive pen-metres following a super|
alty after Andrea Pirlo] through ball by Pirlo.

Clarence Seedorf an

Alessandro Costacurta hadevelterms five minutes late
missed for Milan in front of when man of the matc
a boisterous section of blueMatias Donnet hooked in th
and yellow-clad Boca fansloose ball after Milan goal
among a crowd of 66,000.| keeper Dida had blocked

knock-down, only fo
b Abbondanzieri to produce
brilliant point-blank save.
But Boca were back on
rCarlos Tevez
hsnatched a dramatic injur
etime winner when his left]
foot shot dipped just over th

"It was a game betweenflicked attempt from the dan- larley.

the champions of Southgerous larley.

Americaand Europe, so logi-
cally it turned out to be a
battle," said Boca coach
Carlos Bianchi who became
the first coach to win the
annual match three times.
"Towards the end of ex-
tratime | felt the Milan play-
ers were hanging on for pen-
alties," he added. "I'm very
proud of the way we kept
attacking. We were even
more aggressive with our
penalties." It was a disap-
pointing end for Milan, who
had dominated for long peri-
ods in their bid to become
the first team to win the
World Club Cup four times.
Milan coach Carlo
Ancelotti paid tribute to his

Almost straight from the 4-2 in a penalty shoot-out

However, Boca substitute
almost

abar after a neat layoff from

Milan, who beat Juventuy

ognized as one of the best
three in the world," Ronaldo
told reporters.

Henry said that "to be here
for the first time is great but
to be here with Zinedine and
Ronaldo is extraordinary."

Prinz, who was voted
player of the tournament at
the World Cup, has been ap-
proached by the president of
Perugia, Luciano Gaucci, to
become the first female
- player in Serie A.

"Ihave spokento the presi-
dent. | met him once," Prinz
told reporters. "But | haven't

Zinedine Zidane, of France, and Birgit Prinz, of Germ nwade any dec‘ision yet.".
hold their Player of the Year awards at the FIFA World Player World men's champion

Gala 2003 in Basel, Switzerland, on Mondajfiérner | BTzl retained its Team of
the Year award.

Zidane received 35 firsty ~ Zidane'spreviousawards The FIFA Fair Play
choice votes, 27 second- followed on from winning| Award was given to the fans
place and eight third-place major international tournar of Glasgow Celtic for their
ballots. ments - the 1998 World pehaviour at last season's

Canada's vote was castCup and the EuropeaPNUEFA Cup final.
by assistant coach Colin Championship in 2000. Some 70,000 to 80,000
Miller, who chose Zidan This year, the 31-yearr supporters descended on the
ahead of Manchester Unit- old Zidane helped Real Spanish town of Seville,
ed's Ruud van Nistelrooy Madrid win the Spanish where the match was held.
and Paul Scholes. The ba)-league and reach the semifi-only 30,000 of them had
lot came out after Canadiah Nals of the Champions tickets. Celtic lost the match
head coach Holger Osieck League - eventually losing but there was no trouble and
stepped down. to Juventus. the fans partied peacefully.

Birgit Prinz clinched thel  Althoughhe wonlessim Internet
women's award with 268
points. She helped Germany
win the recent women's
World Cup over Sweden.

e

o_n

players after avaliantattempBoca Juniors midfielder Matias Abel Donnet holds a key to Last year's winner,
to even the record betweem Toyota car as his prize after winning the most valu
Europe and South America,player award, after his Argentine team defeated It
who now lead the series 22-AC Milan in the World Club Cup soccer championshi
20. "You have to give credit Yokohama, on 14 Dec, 2003. Boca won the match

to Boca. Their defenders
closed us down very quickl
and the goalkeeper mad
some terrific saves," he sai
"We are usually so reli
able at penalties but toda:
for some reason, we ju
couldn't complete the job."
Striker Jon Dabhl
Tomasson put Milan ahea|
in the 24th minute, calml
sliding the ball unde
goalkeeper Robert

on penalties. INTERNET

gestart, Brazilian Kaka hitthe win last season's Champio|
postwith a curling right-foot League final, converted ju
shot from the edge of the boxone spot kick this time, han
as Milan quickly sought tg ing Boca their third World
treassert themselves. Club Cupttitle. The Argentin

Milan captain Paolg championswonin 1977 whe
Maldini nearly capped athey beat German clu

drecord fifth appearance in thjsBorussia Moenchengladbaghnot allowed to vote for thei

fixture with a goal in the 61st and lifted the trophy in 200
minute when he latched onalso under Bianchi.
to an Andriy Shevchenk MNA/Reuters

ablemerican Mia Hamm, was
lysecond with 133 points and
iBweden's Hannah
3ingberg third on 84
points. The women's in-
volved 100 national
ns
Stcoaches.
I Canadian coach Even
Pellerud voted for Prinz
L, ahead of German Maren
|,Meinert and Sweden's Vic-
Ip toria Svensson. Coaches arerhird placed Ronaldo of Brazil (L) and second placed
Thierry Henry of France share a light moment during the
2003 FIFA World Player of the Year award ceremony in
Basel, Switzerland, on 15 December, 2003. Coaches from
around the world voted French midfielder Zinedine Zidane

0 own players.
Canadian captai
Charmaine Hooper finishe

Van der Vaart goal puts Ajax back on top

AwmsTerDAM, 16 DecN Ajax Amster-

dam bounced back from
Champions League elimin

top spot in the Dutch First Division with
1-0 win over Utrecht on Sunday.
The only goal came on 76 minutes fro

back to second on 36.
k  AZ Alkmaar stayed third on 32 poin
n after thrashing lowly Volendam 6-0. Stri
a ers Ali Elkhattabi and Kenneth Perez sco|
two apiece after the break following earl
m efforts from Stijn Huysegems and Micha

their midwee
ation to rega

skipper Rafael van der Vaart following an Buskermolen.

assist from Maxwell.
Ajax have 37 points and

on PSV Eindhoven, who beat RK
Waalwijk 3-1 on Saturday but have dropped

Bottom side Zwolle drew 1-1 at home
ndGroningen while NEC Nijmegen beat fe
C low strugglers Vitesse Arnhem 2-0.
MNA/Reuters

agamein hal

13th with one first-plac
vote (Trinidad and Tobago),

the World Player of the Year for the third time in his career.
INTERNET

s Valencia edge out Betis to keep pressure on Real Madrid

- Mabrip, 16 Dec N Valencia clinched a34 points from 16 games and left Real Ma-
etl0 win at Real Betis on Sunday to takdrid needing to beat Deportivo Coruna in a
eprovisional top spot in the Primera Liga anléter match at the Bernabeu to reclaim the
ekeep the pressure on Real Madrid. league leadership. Real have 33 points from
Valencia were a long way short pil5 games, with Deportivo in third on 30.
taheir best but an own goal from Juanjto Osasuna drew 0-0 away to Racing
l-after 18 minutes was enough to give theBantander to move a point clear of Atletico
victory. Madrid in fourth place.
The result took them top of the table with

MNA/Reuters
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Sectors 20:45 National News 23:36  Mythun (Counterpart of] Thirikhittaya -
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Yangon Song OWelcome t Summary of observations recorded at 09:30 hours MSTDur-
ing the past 24 hours, weather has been partly cloudy in the whole
8:30 am 6:00 pm country. Night temperatures were (3;C) to (4iC) below normal in Chin
8 : | 9 State,Yangon, Mandalay and Taninthayi Divisions, (5iC) to (6iC)
- International news . below normal in Rakhine State, upper Sagaing and Bago Divisions,
8:45 am 6:15 pm (7iC) to (8iC) below normal in Shan State,lower Sagaing and
i i 10.Discover Ayey dy Divisions and about normal in the remaining areas. The
9. Learning English the eas X y Wednesday, December 17 | significant night temperature was (1iC) in Hakha.
and happy way for 6:30 pm Tune in today: Maximum temperature on 15-12-2003 was 33.0;C (91iF). Mini-
Wednesday, December 17 children and beginners 11. Evening news i y: mum temperature on 16-12-2003 was 15.3{C (60jF). Relative humid-
. 2:00 7:00 pm 8.30am Brief news ity at 9:30 hrs MST on 16-12-2003 was 71%. Total sunshine hours on
View today: 00 pm 8.35 am Music 15-12-2003 was (8.6) hours approx. Rainfall on 16-12-2003 was nil at
1. Martial song 12.Weather report 8.40 am Perspectives Yangon Airport, Kaba-Aye and central Yangon. Total rainfall since 1-
. P
7:00 am 415 pm 7:05 pm 8.45 am Music 1-2003 was 2211 mm (87.05 inches) at Yangon Airport, 2315 mm
1. . X i i i (91.14 inches) at Kaba-Aye and 2394 mm (94.25 inches) at central
2. Song to uphold National 13.Milo success in soccer8.50 am g%tg;:]al news/ Yangon. Maximum wind speed at Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was 12 mph
Spirit 7:10 pm 9.00 am Music from Northeast at (13:10) hours MST on 15-12-2003.
4:30 14. 9'05 am International news Bay inference:According to the observations at (09:30) hrs MST
30 pm 9'10 Musi today, the depression over West Central Bay has further intensified into
3. Demonstration exercise| 7:25 1‘30 ‘3m N:\ZISCISIogan a cyclonic storm and crossed Andhra Coast, (230)miles north of
it : pm - X . Chennai, India.Weather is partly cloudy in the West and South Bay and
for correct pronunciation 15.Musical programme 1.40 pm  Lunch time music | generally fair elsewhere in the Bay of Bengal.
4:45 pm 7:35 - Do | have to cry Forecast valid until evening of 17-12-2003Rain or thunder-
5 4. Musical programme 3> pm (Nik Carter). showers are likely to be isolated in Chin, Kachin, Rakhine, Northern
7:25 am . 16. -Whole again Shan States and upper Sagaing Division and weather will be partly
2. To be healthy exercise 5:00 pm (Atomic Kitten) cloudy in the remaining areas. Degree of certainty is (68¢afe of the
7:30 am 5. o o 9.00 pm Variations on a tung sea:At times strong easterly wind with (35)mph and rough seas are
i . OSilver bellsO likely off and along Mon and Taninthayi Coast. Seas will be moderate
3. Morning news -Presley elsewhere in Myanmar waters.
7:40 am 8:00 pm -Jim Reeves Outlook for subsequent two daysL.ikelihood of isolated rain or
4. Nice and sweet song | 515 Pm 17. ONewsO 315 pm- Article/Music thUHgg:SeP;(;ngrSﬂI)r:T?{r;rr:thgﬁl Dall\élzlorr]\éi hbouring area for
: . f national races ) 9.25 pm Music at your 2 9 92
7:50 am 6. Songs o 18. International news request 17-12-2003Partly cloudy Forecast for Mandalay and neighbour-
5. 5:30 pm 19. Weather report _Heaven for ing area for 17-12-2003\Part|y cloudy. )
8:05 am 7. Classical song 20 someone(Queen) OSTORM NEWSO
6 5:45 pm : -This ainOt love (Issued at 10:30 hour M.S.T on 16th December, 2003)
) . N song (Bon Jovi) According to the observations at (09:30)hours M.S. today, the
8:15 am 8. 21. The next dayOs 9.45 pm News/Slogan depression over West Central Bay has further intensified into a cyclonic
7. programme 10.00 pm PEL storm and crossed Andhra Coast, (230)miles north of Chennai, India.
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Four political objectives
Stability of the State, community
peace and tranquillity, prevalence of
law and order
National reconsolidation
Emergence of a new enduring State
Constitution
Building of a new modern developed
nation in accord with the new State
Constitution

*

Four economic objectives
Development of agriculture as the base and all-round
development of other sectors of the economy as well
Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic sys
tem
Development of the economy inviting participation in
terms of technical know-how and investments from
sources inside the country and abroad

The initiative to shape the national economy must be kep
in the hands of the State and the national peoples

Uplift of the mor
the entire nation

and preservation

ter

Four social objectives

Uplift of national prestige and integrity
cultural heritage and national charac-
Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit

Uplift of health, fithness and education
standards of theentire nation

ale and morality of

and safeguardingof

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt addresses the opening of the Fourth Myanmar Traditional Medicine Practitioners Coifferance.
The Government giving encouragement to develop traditional medical practice systematically
and create highly-qualified human resources
Unusual emphasis placed on advent of new era of international-standard Myanma
traditional medicines that are priceless national heritage

Senior General Than Shwe sends message to Fourth Myanma Traditional Medicine
Practitioners Conference, Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt addresses the conference

Y ancon, 16 Dec N The
opening of the Fourt
Myanma Traditional Medi4
cine Practitioners Conferen:
was held at Pyidaungsu H4
in Kyaikkasan Grounds, her
at 8 am today.

Chairman of the Stat
Peace and Developme
Council Senior General Th

ference were Yangon Divi
Council Chairman Yango
eCommand Commander Ma|
llGen Myint Swe, the minis

Attorney-General,

hthe National Health Commit;
Ntee, the deputy ministers, of

Shwe sent a message to thficials from the SPDC Ofq

conference and Prime Minis-fice, departmental heads, al
ter General Khin Nyunt der bassadors of foreign missior

livered an address on the dcin Yangon, resident repre

casion. sentatives of UN agencie
Also present at the con-directors-general from th

sion Peace and Developme

eters, the Chief Justice, th
the
e Yangon Mayor, members @

r ministry, members of th
niTraditional Medicine Coun
cil, members of the Tradi
- tional Medicine Inspectiol
Central Committee, official
efrom Myanmar Maternal an
Child Welfare Association
f Myanmar Red Cross Soc]
+ ety, Myanmar Medical As:

- tion and invited guests.
On the occasion, Minis|
e ter for Health Dr Kyaw Myint!

5,

f-sociation, Myanmar Nurse

Association, Myanmar Den
n+tal Association and Myanma
1sHealth Assistants Associa

2 read the message of Chaijrtives of UN agencies, th
man of the State Peace ap@hairman of the Myanma
I Development Council Ser)- Traditional Medicine Practi
jor General Than Shwe. | tioners Association and off
Afterwards, National cials, and Myanmar trad

il Health Committee Chairmantional physicians.

Prime Minister General Khi And | also would like tg
i-Nyunt delivered an addressexpress my best wishes to
He said: of you to be in peace of min

Olwouldlike tofirstofall and body and to establis
-yourselves into ones capab

S
- extend my greetings to r

rsponsible personnel of theof developing and proliferat-

€Myanma traditional medi-
rcines: the development of
Myanma traditional medi-
- cines that meetthe set stand-
-ard, the lasting existence of
Myanma traditional medi-
cines in a prominent position
allese-reingly, and the provi-
dsion of public health care
sheffectively with Myanma
leraditional medicines.
(See page 9)

-State, members of the NaingMyanmatraditional medi
tional Health Committee, spg-Cines.

t cially invited guests, diplo To startwith, the fact thg
mats and resident representdMyanma traditional medi

Prime Minister attends New Year dinner

Y ancon, 16 DecNPrime Minister General Khin Nyunt
attended a New Year dinner hosted by Tuesday Club attthd>un made a speech and explained work programm
TradersO Hotel on Sule Pagoda Road here at 6.30 pm tddssday Club and measures taken during a year.

Also present on the occasion were the ministers, the Next, Minister for Labour U Tin Winn spoke words

deputy ministers, officials of the State Peace and Develdpanks.

ment Council Office, heads of departments, foreign busi- Afterwards, Chairman of Tuesday Club Mr Mart
nessmen and their wives, Chairman of Tuesday Club Mun presented a gift to Prime Minister General K|

Martin Pun and members and guests.

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt greeting members of Tuesday Club at the New Yeariiivnar.
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Medicine P

Yancon, 16 DecN The
Fourth Myanma Traditional
Medicine Practitioners Con
ference began at th
Kyaikkasan Grounds thi
morning.

Present were Deput
Minister for Health Dr Mya|
Oo, Director-General o

partment Dr Thein Swe, th
deputy director-general an|
directors, members o
Myanmar Traditional Medi-
cine Council, Traditional
Medicine Practitioners o
Myanmar Traditional Medi-
cine Practitioners Associg
tion, members of Leadin
Committee of the Fourth

Traditional Medicine De-

Fourth Myanma Traditional

ractitioners

Conference held

Myanmar Traditional Medi-
cine Practitioners Confer-
-ence, delegates from states
eand divisions and guests.
5 The morning session
was presided over by
Deputy Minister Dr Mya
Q0. Chairman of Tradi-
tional Medicine Council
Director-General Dr Thein
eSwe, member U Nyan Lwin
dand delegates U Tan Kay
fand U Than Nyunt acted as
members of the Panel of
Chairmen.

Deputy Director-Gen-
eral Dr Myat Myat Ohn
-Khin acted as master of
j ceremonies.

(See page 10)




