Tapo ca, ascetic practices; this is the way to auspiciousness.
Established 1914
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Independence and
modern Tatmadaw

When we study the history of mankind,
we will see that there emerged organized
groups for defence purpose because of the
requirement to safeguard their own fami-
lies and collectively defend their own com- &
munities. Hence, the armed forces hawi
been indispensable for every independent
people and nation since early history.

If we look at the current world affairs,
we will see that there still exists the use of
force in solving problems. This being so, al
the countries of the world are striving to
defend themselves.

In our history, the independence was
lost easily due to the lack of modern stand
ing Armed Forces. The independence an
sovereignty should always be safeguarde
with full awareness. We are in the process
of building a strong and brilliant modern
Tatmadaw to fully safeguard our inde-
pendence and sovereignty. Modernization
and development of the Tatmadaw should
be on a par with the progress of the nation

Senior General Than Shwe gives guidance to officials on construction of the Trac.iitial Medicine UniNevsity.
Senior General Than Shwe inspects construction of Traditiona
Medicine University, Ayeyawady Bridge (Yadanabon)

Yancon, 23 DecN Chairman of the State Peace anchent of herbal gardens, measures undertaken for produc
Development Council Commander-in-Chief of Defencef traditional medicine, research and development.
Services Senior General Than Shwe, accompanied by memSenior General Than Shwe and party heard a repo
ber of the State Peace and Development Council Genpéhal use of video conferencing system, linking Yangon a

Senior General Than Shwe,
Chairman of State Peace and Develop-
ment Council

Development Council Lt-Gen Soe Win, members of thag Director of ACE Construction Co U Tint San reporte:#& Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services
(From address at the graduation

in In his guidance, Senior General Than Shwe said traj parade of the 45th Intake of

Defence Services Academy)

Lt-Gen Thiha Thura Tin Aung Myint Oo and Lt-Gen
Aye, Commander-in-Chief (Navy) Vice-Admiral Kyi Mi s
Commander-in-ChigfAir) Maj-Gen Myat Hein, Chairman cines and therapies in keeping with the advancing woiis
of Mandalay Division Peace and Development Counailithout sticking to old thoughts.
Commander of Central Command Maj-Gen Ye Myint, the He spoke of the need to make efforts for uplift of the ro .
ministers, the Mandalay mayor, senior military officergf Myanmar traditional medicine in combination wit Independence Day commemorative
officials of the State Peace and Development Counailodern sciences and traditional medical science of o features on pages 6,7 and 11.
Office and heads of departments arrived at the project sit@ions. He said courses conducted at the university
of Traditional Medicine University in Mandalay on 21be of high standard and they can also be recognized Prime Minister attends
December. accepted by other nations. He said traditional medigi pile-driving for Hledan
Senior General Than Shwe and party were welcomedgactitioners should study developing traditional medi Perspectives
Minister for Health Dr Kyaw Myint, heads of departmerntsscience of other nations and should occasionally inyite Centre

the rector of Traditional Medicine University, the proscholars from abroad for giving lectures. Towards .|ndustr|al Page 16

rector, professors, lecturers and students. He said the traditional medicine practitioners should|not and agricultural Education Minister
Minister Dr Kyaw Myint reported on the constructiprbe contented with the existing standard and they mustttyto ~ development attends opening of

project, efforts for production of potent Myanma medicinnd out new medicines and therapies without sticking to Page 2 multimedia classrooms

and new therapies, traditional medicine hospitals and digpéme old methods. Article Page 16

saries opened, diseases being cured, courses atthe TraditionaHe said arrangements are to be made for PrOdUCiml:lependence was thus

Medicine University, one-year traditional medicine practiraditional medicine practitioners through wider and higher safeguarded

tioner course, one-month training course, teaching of tradtandard of teaching. Page 6 23,638

tional medical science at the institute of medicine, establish- (See page 8)
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Senior General Than Shwe inspects Ayeyawady Bridge (Yadanabon) Construction Rreject.

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Nga
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Wednesday, 24 December, 2003
Towards industrial and
agricultural development

On self-reliant basis, the State Peace ar
Development Council is striving for the nation
to be on a par with nations of the world. In the]
process, arrangements are being made in Iin
with the national policy to turn out national
forces in political, economic and social sector$.

As industrial development is vital for the
emergence of a modern and developed natio|
the Government is making all the possible ar
rangements for the development of the indug
trial sector that will lead the nation into an
industrialized one.

[0
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59th Anniversary Armed
Forces Day Objectives

To strive hand in hand with the people for
successful realization of the StateOs sev
point policy programme

To crush internal and external destructive
elements hindering the stability and
progress of the State through peopleOs nji
litia strategy
To implement border area development
tasks and the five rural development task

=

2
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PeopleOs Desire
* . Oppose those relying on external
elements; acting: as:stooges, holding
negative:views
Oppose: thoseitrying to jeopardize
stability :of the State ‘and progréss: of
the:nation
Oppose:foreign nations interfering in
internal:affairs of the: State
*:icrushiallinternal and external
destructive elements:as: the common
enemy

hand in hand with the entire people

N To build up a strong and efficient Tatmadaw
to uphold OOur Three Main National Causes

O

Chairman of the State Peace and Deve

opment Council Commander-in-Chief of De-
fence Services Senior General Than Shwe al
party, on 20 December, inspected Hsinmi
Cement Plant in Kyaukse Township, Sewin
Machine Factory of the Ministry of Industry-1
in Kyaukse industrial zone and Pharmaceutica
Factory (Inyaung) of Myanma Pharmaceutical
Industries.

New factories are under construction fo
regional development in Kyaukse industrial
zone and production of import-substitute ma-|

o

velopment of technical know-how, possessir]
strong economy and increasing productivity.
The opening of Myanma Farm Machin-
ery Factory of the Ministry of Agriculture and
Irrigation was held at the factory near Ingon
Village in Kyaukse Township, Mandalay Divi-

chinery. Emphasis is also being placed on d {1

(27

Yangon Station Commander and Commander of Ng

|

Military Region Commandant of DSRO Brig-Gen Myo

Myint and wife attend the baby show and contesanil

Efficient use of electricity

* Use daylight as the main source of light
* Use the least possible amount of electricity,
only if there is not enough natural light
* Use the least possible amount of electricity
required in production and service enter-
prises
*  Preventing waste of electricity benefits the
user and others
There are about 500,000 household
using electricity in Yangon. Thus, saving a|
four-foot fluorescent lamp every day by each
household amounts to saving power that ig
equal to the capacity a 20-megawatt powe|
station can supply.

Baby show held

Y ancon, 23 Dec N Hailing the 56th Anniversar
Independence Day, the Maternal and Child Welfare

sion, on 20 December. State Peace and De\
opment Council Chairman Defence Service
Commander-in-Chief Senior General Than
Shwe graced the ceremony by attending it an
unveiled the stone inscriptions of the factory.

As regards the industries, the Head o
State gave guidance to officials on productio
of effective, user-friendly and durable farm ma-

L —

Isociation of the Defence Services Records Office orgd

ized the 15th baby show at the DSRO this morning
A total of 94 babies took part in the contest.
Present on the occasion were Commande
Yangon Station and Commander of No 2 Military Reg

Commandant of the DSRO Brig-Gen Myo Myint, Presh

>
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Efficient use of fuel

Saving one gallon of fuel per car per month
will save the nation one US dollar
* Thus, a total of 455,822 cars in Myanmar
can save US$ 5.5 million in a year
*  The amount, US $ 5.5 million, can build &
major bridge across Ayeyawady River

chinery for farmers and production of thresh-
ers in cooperation with the Ministry of Indus-
try-2 for greater efficiency.

Construction of the Myanma Farm Ma-
chinery Factory began in June, 2001. The tes}-
runs were made from April to November 2003
The target of the factory is to produce 10,00
power tillers including 16 hp engines and 5,00
reapers including six hp engines a year.

dent of the association Dr Daw Thi Thi Aye, the dep | V4
commandant and others. NMINA
Tourists arrive All this needs to
Yancon, 23 Dec N S/Y Alithia Liner arrived a be kn own
Nanthida Jetty yesterday afternoon, after touring M dil}c

Archipelago in Kawthoung District via Thailand.

The ship carried eight tourists, who would ViE,

Ngpali, Bagan, Mandalay, Sittway, MraukU and Pala
from 27 December 2003 to 22 January 2004.
MNA

Production of farm machinery is one of]
the projects of the Ministry of Agriculture and
Irrigation to fulfil the needs of the agriculture
sector. In the process, factories and workshog
under the Agricultural Mechanization Depart-
ment are producing various kinds of machin-
ery to be used in farming.

At a time when efforts are being madg
for industrial development and extension o
import-substitute industries, the opening of
Myanma Farm Machinery Factory will surely
contribute much towards the agriculture sec
tor.

In producing farm machinery, officials of
the factory are urged to produce effective, use|
Lfriendly and durable ones for farmers.

Book shops at School Family Day

Yancon, 23 Dec N | kinds of books at reasonab

e
Booths of the universities asprices. Apart from booths and

Talks on education opportunities

in Malaysia to be given
Y ancon, 23 Dec N Mr Loh Pak Tin, Director o

D

Do not be frightened
whenever intimidated
Do not be bolstered
whenever flattered
Do not be softened
whenever appeased

Nilai International College of Malaysia, will give talks
opportunities to obtain internationally-recognized deg

and further studies in Malaysia for those who have cp|

pleted the basic education high school level at the G
Plaza Park Royal Hotel on Alanpya Pagoda Road

from 1 pm to 4 pm on 28 December. Interested pers

are invited to the ceremony.
Courses conducted at the college are Business
Marketing Management, Computer Science, Informaj

Technology, Business Information Technology, Hospit

ity Management, Engineering and so on.
For further information, contact can be made
Moe International Co Ltd at No 196, Bogyoke Aung

Street, Botahtaung Township, Yangon (Tel: 245663 g

246776).

NLM

School Family Day

(27 December 2003 to
3 January 2004)

well as private book shopsshops of the universities an

will be opened on the first entrepreneurs, the Educa

floor of the Diamond Jubi; tional Research Bureau an
lee Hall, the venue of thethe Sarpay Beikman and th
School Family Day, to bé News and Periodicals Entef
held from 27 December 2003prise of the Information Min-
to 3 January 2004. istry will also open shops an
The booths will sell various booths. NMNA

=
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The best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago.
The second best time is now.




Gulf Arab lea

power transfer in lrag
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ders welcome

Ice-lantern show opens in
N-E China City

Harein, 23 DecN The |}
30th ice-lantern festival}
opened Saturday in China(G

L . Oice cityO Harbin, capital p
Kuwait City, 23 DecN Qil-rich Gulf Arab monarchies, adopted steps to speed u g ; 4
econolmic unity and welcomed US plans to transfer power to Iraqis, at the end of their;gggliiitligggaos Heilong U S tI’OOpS CaSU alty |n
annual summit. ice i
The GCC groups the gas- and oil-riclblocking that be removed immediately. scu:\g?urfest,hinsirféogotcﬁl Iraq Cllmbs to 463
states of Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, They also ordered facilitating the movesq go0 cubic metres of ice N
Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emiratesient of GCC nationals and agreed to is5uge showing at Zhaolin Par | BacHpap, 23 DecNAs of Monday, December 22
(UAE). asingle GCC passport but after completingihere the festival is held ead 463 US service mgmbe_rs have died since the beginning
In a number of moves aimed at accelerabtechnical details.O year. The works include k| ©f Military operations in Iraq according to the De-
ing the pace of economic integration, the The Gulf leaders welcomed US plans|t9g_metre-high ~ Mount part-ment of Defence. Of those, 317 died as a result pf
Gulf leaders approved legislation to outlavspeed up the transfer of power in Irad, SByyomolangma (Mount Ever, hostile action and 146 died of non-hostile causes, the
dumping practices, a key obstacle to thieg this was a positive step on the road @50’ colourful springs and departmen_t sald_-_
smooth implementation of the customs rallowing Iragis to run their own affairs, byilyide film screen. The publi The British military has reported 52 deaths; Italy, fL7;
jon launched in January 2003. remained silent on BaghdadOs desire t0|jalh make their own sculn.] SPain. €ight; Denmark, Ukraine and Poland havq re-
They reaffirmed their commitment to sethe regional bloc. tures with ice provided b ported one each. )
up amonetary union and a single currency in OThe summit welcomes the US policy qhe park. Ot is the first timig On orsince 1 May, when President Bush declaredthat
2005 and 2010, respectively. speeding the transfer of powerinIraq ... aNthave ever seen ice sculb] Maior combat operations in Iraq had ended, 325 US
The summit decided to set up an informaelieves it is a step in the right path for thg,res and lanterns, and they SIdiers have died N 202 as a result of hostile actionfand
tion centre in Riyadh to link the GCC cysiraqi people to run their own affairs,O saighe really very beautiful, | 123 Of non-hostile causes, according to the Defgnce
toms departments, another important steptitee communique. said Zhao Yu, a seven-year DepartmentOs figures. ) )
promote the implementation of the customs The Kuwaiti minister said the GCC stateg|q boy from Taiwan. Thd Since the start of military operations, 2,310 US serfice
union, seen as a major step toward establiskeuld resume diplomatic ties with Baghdag st annual ice-lantern festi- | MeMPers have been injured as a result of hostile agtion,
ing a Gulf common market. once a provisional Iragi government Wasa| was in 1963. It has be] 2¢cording to the Defence DepartmentOs figures ps of
The leaders ordered that all measures bwmed next summer.. come a part of the cityOs clif. Monday. Non-hostile injured numbered 369.
taken to facilitate the free flow of googls They called for the Middle East to be ridy,re and won internationall 1€ latest deaths reported by the military: ]
between their countries and that all obstatle$ weapons of mass destructioriiernet | fame. It is known as the old-] — TW0 1st Armoured Division soldiers were killgd
est outside ice art show in the when_the convoy in Wh_lch they were riding struck a
world. K MNA/Xinhua roadside bomb Monday in BaghdadIrternet
i - , |
i Two US ! ¥
«uesand Blast Kills two troops, translator in Irg
Wiaii -'. interpreter BacHpaD, 23 DecN A roadside bomb exploded near a US military convoy Monday,
- were killed  killing two American soldiers and an Iragi translator, the military said.
and two L Paul Bremer, the US administrator pfor guerillas and weapons.
other Iraq, told NBCOs OTodayO show that Othere@siong targeted towns are Fallujah, a cen-
L.5. American  peen a suggestion of high terror threatsQtie of resistance west of Baghdad; Samarra,
ﬂnLn'EﬂE SOId(;erdS Iraq in the last weeks unrelated to Saddaid miles north of Baghdad; Jalulah, north-
woundead or Hussein capture on 13 December. west of the capital; and Rawah near the
ATTACKED 22 Decem- Two other soldiers from the 1st Armoredvestern border with Syria, where troops
ber, 2003  Division were wounded in the attack @atlubbed the raids OOperation Santa Claws.O
Whe“_ a about 11:45 am in Baghdad. The soldigrsOln Samarra, a 70-year-old man died when
roadsm_ie names were being withheld pending not|{fiuS troops put a bag over his head and pre-
i bomb hita  cation of next of kin. pared to detain him Sunday night, Iragis said.
military Three American soldiers have now beeNeighbours said Mehdi al-Jamal died of a
convoy In  killed in combat in the past week, raising theeart attack. A 60-year-old woman was killed
Baghdad, th {0l to 317 soldiers killed in combat singeSunday when soldiers blasted open the rein-
|| US m_|||tary military operations began in March. forced steel door of her home, said Lt Col
said. In other towns, troops in tanks, Humveeklenry Kievenaar, who was directing the
INTERNET and Bradley armored vehicles imposed duArmyOs 3rd Armoured Cavalry Regiment in

fews and roadblocks and went house
house, smashing through doors inthe se

taids in Rawah.
arch

Thai PM inaugur

OOTOP CityO fair
Banckok, 23 DecN A grand trade fair, OOTOP eight to 10 large coal mining firms capal
CityO, aimed at showcasing locally-made products un- of each producing more than 50 milli
der the Thai GovernmentOs one tambon (district), one tons of coal annually to ensure suppl
product (OTOP) scheme, was inaugurated Sunday, the meet ChinaOs rising demand.
The Chinese Society of the Coal Ind
Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra opened the 8-dasy, formerly the Ministry of the Coal In
event amid hundreds of distinguished guests and visitogeistry, announced at the ongoing natig
including Cabinet members, foreign ambassadors, Thai aeform and

Thai News Agencyeported.

foreign celebrities, media representative

ates
Bewing, 23 DecN The

development

ernment unveiled plans Saturday to fo

China plans to form up to 10 big coal firms to ensure supplies

Chinese Govy- the coal sector that four or fi

on
market.
Us-
- ment found that a lack of

conference

rrfirms will be expected to turn out 100 millio
bléons each on a yearly basis.

Those large merged firms are expecte
iesontrol 60 per cent of the domestic cqg

The plan was formed after the gove

nahade it hard to relieve serious coal shortal
foearlier this year.\MNA/Xinhua

Internet
5 Crocodile kills
ed Australian man,

" stalks his friends

ito  Svoney, 23 Dec N A

dhrge saltwater crocodile
dragged a young Australian
mman to his death in an out-
ndack river and then stalked
gRis two companions as they
clung to a tree in the middle

ve of the plann

large coal firn

s, local producers

and the general public. The OTOP City event is schedu

to be held at the Impact Exhibition Centre in Muang Thpi
Thani of Nonthaburi Province which close with Bangkol
December 21-28, with community-based products fi

across the country to be showcased.
Thaksin said on the opening that the g

the OTOP City event to be a golden opportunity for loc:
producers to showcase and sell their products to expor::
and the general public, and to be also a golden opport|

for exporters and the general public to h
touch on the amazed community-based

from the OThai innovative wisdom and knowledge.O

Deputy Prime Minister Somkid Jatusr

the National OTOP Board, said at the opening ceremc
that about one million 3-5 star selected OTOP items wp!
be showcased during the eight-day trade fair.

He reported that sale of community-based produ
under the OTOP scheme this year, both domesticall

&1 |
i

-

overnment wi

ave their perso_
products produfls

ipitak, who hega

internationally, has jumped up to around 33 billion ba

(835.443 million US dollars), far greater
mentOs earlier target of around 20 bill
million US dollars). N MNA/Xinhua

than the gover
ion baht (506.325

A US soldier runs in the street during a large patrol in downtown Tikrit

on 22 Decembef INTERNET

of the river for 22 hours, po-
lice said here.

Brett Mann, 22, and his
two friends had ridden their
quad bikes 50 miles south-
west of Darwin in the North-
ern Territory on Sunday
when they stopped on the
banks of the flooded Finniss
River to wash mud off their
bodies and bikes.

Mann was swept into
the river by a strong current
and as his two 19-year-old
friends swam after him, a 13
feet crocodile grabbed him
by the shoulder and dragged
him underwater.

"They had gone to the
river to cool off," police ser-
geant Garry Casey told re-
porters in Darwin.

MNA/Reuters
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Russia willing to write off part of IragOs
debt in return for contracts

Moscow, 23 DecN The head of the Iragi Governing Council said after talks with President Vladimir Putin that
Moscow was ready to forgive a large portion of Iragi debts in return for favourable treatment for Russian oil and
other companies. EThe two sides Odiscussed the question of writing off IraqOs debt and we received a ger
promise to write off the debt, or at least a part of it, O Abdul Aziz al-Hakim told reporters after meeting Putin for

the first time in the Kremlin.
In return Owe will be open to all Russian companies

added. Officials in the Iraqi delegation said the debt o
by Irag would be reduced to 3.5 billion dollars.

The sum represents debts owed by Baghdad to Mo
from the Soviet era and means that Russia has agre
write off interest payments that reach at least five m
billion dollars according to various estimates.

ORussia said it is willing to consider the write-off of
rest of the debt if it received beneficial treatment in term|
oil contracts,O said Kurdish leader Jalal Talabani.

Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Alexander Saltar
said earlier that Moscow was ready to consider easing |
debts to Russia. OAs far as debts are concerned, this pri
was obviously also discussed. We are ready to conside|

cmided.

rthisaqOs oil fields. fternet

(ssae constructively, understanding the importance of
wieg) the debt burden which the Iraqi people now faces,
said. OContacts over these issues will continue,O Sal

ed Ttne negotiation on the debt are expected to contj
digough the Paris Club of mainly Western creditor natig
An unidentified Kremlin source told tHaterfax news
tagency that the final size of RussiaOs writeoff depende
studw Iraq takes ORussian economic interests into acc
N a direct reference to participation in the countryOs re
@iruction and right to future oil contracts.
aq@eme analysts speculate that one possibility is that R
oblidivrite off Iraqi debt in exchange for winning back righ

=8yria says terror charge
-3 pretext to target Arabs

tanov Damascus, 23 Dec N Syria said at the start of
regular regional talks with Egypt on Monday that the
nWéest was using the pretexts of terrorism and weapons of
nmass destruction to intervene in the domestic politics of
Arab nations.
»d on "These false pretexts and accusations are used to
unt&vene in their internal affairs and infringe on their
dndependence to serve lIsrael's interests," Syrian Prime
Minister Naji al-Otari said at the start of regular talks with
dsgyptian counterpart Atef Obeid on trade and commerce.
ts  Syriais under mounting US pressure over accusations
that it supports anti-Israel "terror” groups and is developing

US ups security
in Iraq during
holidays

BacHpaD, 23 DecNThe
US ArmyOs 1st Armourg
Division has increased sec
rity in Baghdad ahead g
possible rebel attacks owv
the Christmas season, a t
US military official said
Monday.

Brig Gen Mark Hertling,|
one of two deputy comman
ers of the division that i
responsible for security i
the Iraqgi capital, said U
forces have received info
mation that shows securi
needs to be tightened ov
the holidays.

OThere has been some

in

D

US soldiers of the 1s
Battalion, 22nd
Regiment, (1-22)4th
Infantry Division,
partol outside
Tikrit's city hall, Iraq
on 22Dec, 2003.

INTERNET

>

telligence N throughout the

chemical weapons. Damascus denies the charges.

Otari did not mention nearby oil-rich Libya, which said
last week it was abandoning plans to build an atomic bomb
and other banned weapons. Libya has long been on the
official US list of sponsors of terrorism.

Instead, the Syrian Prime Minister accused Israel of
stockpiling an arsenal of mass destruction which constituted
"a threat to the region's security".

Egypt's Obeid said in remarks carried by the Syrian
state media that his country was exerting efforts "to
coordinate efforts in face of the vicious campaign against
Arabs and Muslims, using the outcome of the September 11
(2001) incidents to label as terrorists Arabs and Muslims".

Otarireiterated that his country wants balanced relations
with the United States based on dialogue and cooperation
and that it seeks peace with the Jewish state that has
occupied a strategic border area known as the Golan Heights
since 1967.

The two officials voiced hope that Iraq will regain its
sovereignty as soon as possible. Syria vehemently opposed
the US-led war in Iraq raising tension with Washington that
is mulling further sanctions against Damascus.

MNA/Reuters

month N that it would be
wise to check our precal
tions during the period o
mid-Decemberto early Jan
ary,0 Hertling wrote in an
mailtoThe Associated Pres|
OWe are doing that, and
in fact will go on the offen
sive against anyone wh
threatens the Iraqi people
the coalition forces.O

Meanwhile, US troop
continue their pursuit of gue
rillas.

In Tikrit, north of Bagh-
dad, Maj Josslyn Aberle g

the ArmyOs 4th Infantry D > - " ; > )
vision said Opeople who ardhe largest aircraft of its type in China, said Tang Xiaopi

loyal to Saddam could try to manager of Commercial Aircraft Co, Ltd of China Aviati

make one last effort and try Industry Corporation I (AVICI).

to attack coalition forces.Q) Its running costs were estimated at five to 10 per
Internet | below similar aircraft, Tang said. MNA/Xinhua

f

;;jet goes into production

B+ SHanchal, 23 DecN Production of an entirely Chi-
“hese-developed regional jet aircraft was launched Satur-

;’xiéan around China.

=

kilometres per hour at times.
f

day in the cities of Shanghai, Shenyang, Chengdu and

New Chinese regional Steady eco growth urged to bridge

ChinaOs income gap

SrangHal, 23 DecN A leading economist has called

economic growth to bridge

for promoting steady
ChinaOs widening income gap rather than unduly relying

on the current social security system.

Fan Gang, director of

. . | national economy research centsaid ai
The ARJ21turbofan aircraft was designed to fly disthe third economic annual conference S
tances anywhere from 1,200 to 2,000 nautical miles @2 that the government should focus
_ cruising speed of 833 kilometres per hour in the countn@ating enough jobs for peasants pg
western regions, but its speed can reach as high as @sdinto cities.

OchinaOs economy is

Itcould carry 85 to 100 passengers acrossregionslikeghendure a full-fledged social secur,
- Qinghai-Tibet Plateau and the Sichuan Basin and wouldfgtem that is based on high expen
Ngaid Fan, noting awidening income ga
Dihevitable at the current stage when

agriculture-based Chines

ed He said Chinese peasantsO income
from agriculture had given way to manual
wmerk in cities as the major source for
amcome increase, and enough jobs for
them might be of great importance to
narrow the income gap between the rich
pagh poor and between the employed and
tynemployed.

se,0More peasants in China prefer to un-
pdertake manual jobs in cities like wash-
tivegy cars, waiting table and serving as
gesrters rather than working the fields

a Beijing-bas

notstrong en

e economy fa

India, Pakistan to resume Samjhauta Expres:

New DeLni, 23 DecN Taking another step towards improving people-to-people
contacts and enhancing trade ties, India and Pakistan on Friday decided to resun
Samjhauta Express from Attari to Lahore twice a week as also freight services fron
January 15, after a gap of two years.

OSamjhauta Express and freight sefgbal Khatri, Additional General Managg
ices will resume with effect from Januarypassenger operations), Pakistan Railwal
15, 2004 as per the earlier timetable. The The fares that existed before the servi
fare structure will be announced shortly,Onaas suspended would be applicable till
joint statement issued at the end of re structure was worked out, Dastidar g
daysO extensive parleys between top |r&hatri said at a joint Press conference he
way officials of the two countries here said. The existing agreement relating to r.

An Indian team of officials will be vis- communication between India and Pakis|
iting Pakistan to work out the modalitiesvalid till January 20, 2004, has been exten
relating to the fare structure, number and a further period of three years till Janu
type of coaches as also discuss the feagil@B, 2007, the statement said.
ity of extending the service to Delhi. Dastidar, who led a four-member Indi

The agreement to restore the servicesam atthe talks, said the decision would h
after a gap of two years was signed by S. Bnhance people-to-people contacts as
Ghosh Dastidar, Additional Member (Trafgive a fillip to bilateral trade and commerg
fic) in the Railway Board and Muhammad MNA/PTI

Y

n

n

m

e.

““gﬂbbalization and the country is in thback home.

process of modernization. MNA/Xinhua
L - '
5 3 -,

N

alébprotester shouts a slogan during a rally to protest the governmentOs decision to send
South Korean troops to Iraq near the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea,

on Tuesday, 23 December, 200BNTERNET
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CONTINUING RESISTANCE AGAINST US TROOPS

A military helicopter flies over column of smoke near pipeline about 40 km

(25 miles) north of the refining town of Baiji, or about 230 km (143 miles) northwest
A US soldier watches the road during a daily patrol in Tikrit, Iraq, of Baghdad, on 22 December, 2003.&#RNET

on Monday, 22 December, 2003. NTERNET

An arrested Iraqi man is seated handcuffed on the ground in front of a US armored  an |ragi man drags branches along a street to his home for heating and cooking
vehicle while an Iraqi boy plays nearby in Baghdad. Two US soldiers and an Iragi fuel in Baghdad, on 20 December, 2088 NTERNET

interpreter died as Russia signaled readiness to forgive much of IraqgOs debt i
exchange for favorable treatment of Russia's oil and other businessesrNelr

Iragi children visit a wounded woman, who was shot while walking to work in the
Iragi police officers stand by a burning car in Baghdad, . . ~
on Monday 22 December, 2003. NternET city of Najaf on 21 December, 2008. INTERNET
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Hailing the 56th Anniversary Independence Day:

Independence was thus safeguardec

The Tatmadaw, aff an evil legacy handefdgot demoralized on ag¢-and ensuing unrest, posthat the votes which cameconference of the leaders
ter forming the Caretakerdown by the Britishl count of the diversity of ing an enormous political from the genuine wish of of the regions on the hills
Governmentwhich would colonialists. It was on 21lideology among them-issue to the Pa-hta-sa gavthe people became worthand the plains as a means
play a leadership role inApril 1959 that Sawbwasselves and loss of confi-ernment. less. The general hardtoappeasethemon 24 Feb-
carrying out the responsj-and Sawphyas entered intalence in the armed strug- More problems sur; ships of the Pa-hta-sa haduary 1962. Meanwhile,
bilities of the State, exta contract with the gov-gles. Inconsequence of jtfaced as there occurreded to deteriorating peacesome leaders of a certain
posed hidden weapons alernment announcing thata total of 3,618 insurgentspower struggles between T ——— \

over the country andtheywouldrenouncethejrsurrendered. And therethe two factions N the U 1 1
seized them with the aimrights enjoyed under thewere 2,201 sorts of armsBo group and Thakin | 1
of enforcing the rule of feudal system. In particu-seized in the battles andgroup N inside the Pa il

law and stabilizing the lar, the Caretaker Govern-2,466 sorts ofarms handedhta-sa. The functions ofand stability of the State,state were secretly hatch-
country. The Tatmadawmentsuccessfully reachedverbytheinsurgentswhothe government wergcommunity peace, andthéng a plot to break away
also had to repulse theanagreementwiththe Chisurrendered. These arenarred by the factionalrule of law restored by thefrom the Union and to join
gangs of kidnappers anciese side on the long-historical evidences stangd-conflicts of the ruling Caretaker Government.the SEATO whetheror not

robbers in areas aroundirawn-out negotiationing witness to the mili; party. As it was busy try: Moreover the BCP which the State permitted the fed-
Yangon and Suburban arconcerning the delineationtary, political and organit ingto solve the inner-partywould return to the legaleral policy. The vice-
\ fold after holding nego: chairman of the AFPFL

Through negotia-| tiations with the govern} (Stable) presented a letter

tions between | mentchanged its demandisiisclosing the scheme to

the governments of and attitude, taking advan-the then prime minister of

Myanmar tage of the governmentOthe State on 28 February

and China, ) e
the Caretaker weakness and hardshigs. The federal policy

4 It even demanded the inwas heading towards dis-

government signe X ° i
a treaty on border| tegration of the BCR integration of the Union.
It had become a critical

demarcation with | troops into the Tatmada
China. Myanma | Theinsurgents were blow-issue for the nation.
Tatmadawmen | ingup passenger trains and Resulting from the
seentryingto | auacking small towns inweakness of the Pa-hta-sa
demarcate bordery o\ tion. with the inter- governmentin leading the
line between . Lo .
Myanmar and nal conflict spreadmg i nat_lon, t_h_e dange_)r of the
China. the whole nation. In thatUnion disintegration and
) situation, some politic | the loss of independence

eas. In the time of theof the Myanmar-China sational efforts the conflicts, the Pa-hta-saparties made secret co was looming large. As the
AFPFL Government| borderline after coordina-Tatmadaw had made togovernment was not abletacts with the SEATO, duty to save the nation
pocket armies set up hytions between the two gov-end the internal strife. | to keep its election prom-under the influence of afrom those dangers was
respective groups wergernments. The Caretakef isessuchasinternal peaggiowerful western group,the national task, the
abolished. As a matter of The Caretakef Government could thuscommunity peace andraisingtheissue ofthe fe¢-Tatmadaw, a national
fact, no right was grantelGovernmentcould carriedsolve the problem of thetranquillity, the rule of| eral policy to break awayforce, took over the State
to any groups to form ar-out tasks for reconstrug-internal conflicts during law, the economy and thefrom the Union and to join duties on 2 March 1962.
mies, save the Tatmadapmion of the nation, enforce-its 14-month period angdfood, clothing and shelterthe SEATO. They tried t In other words, the
formed with the approval ment of the rule of law} also could bring to the of the people, and devel-blackmail the Pa-hta-sa tol atmadaw saved the na-
of the Parliament. and prevalence of peaceountry prevalence ofopment undertakings.realize their demands. | tionforthe thirdtime from
Therefore, the and stability, and at thepeace and tranquillity andThus, the people lost con- But the Pa-hta-salosing her independence
Caretaker Governmerjtsame time had launchedstability and enforcementfidence in the Pa-hta-sadid not dare to decisivelyand sovereignty.
abolished illegal pocketmilitary operations to puf of law and order success-The newspapers began|tgolve the problem of th (Translation:
armies as well as departanendtointernal conflicts.fully to a certain degree. criticize the governmentfederal policy. It held KTY+TMT)
mental armed groups, During those mili-| Later on, the Caretaker
orgainzing some into thetary operations, there wergGovernment managed to
Tatmadaw and othersinto368 major battles anghold successfully free and
the military police force| 2,743 skirmishes in whichfair elections for the cham-
Besides these measureshe Tatmadaw engageder of Deputies on 6 Feb-
the Tatmadaw establishedvith the enemies. Alto; ruary 1960 and chamber
new satellite towns suchgether 314 members of theof Nationalities elections
as South Okkalapa, NorthTatmadaw including of: on 29 February. In the
Okkalapa and Thaketa afficers and other ranks sacwake of the holding of
ter removing slums in rificed their lives and 453 elections, State Powerwas
Yangon City to make thewere wounded. A total of returned to the AFPFL
city possess characteris1,872 enemies including(Clean) (Pa-hta-sa), win-
tics of a city and to keep [tnationalist Chinese, BCR,ner of the elections, on 4
free from the outbreaks afRed Flag, and other armedipril 1960. Unfortu-
fire and crimes. insurgents were killed, nately, election pledges
Moreover, the| 1,959 injured, and 1,23Bmade by the Pa-hta-sa
Caretaker Governmentarrested. With the victo- government turned out to
took measures to getrid ofies won in the military be the driving of wedge
the feudal system ofoperationslaunchedbytheamong national races and Tatmadawmen erected border post, the proof of friendship between
Sawbwas and SawphyasTatmadaw, the insurgentccurrence of racial issues Myanmar and China.
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Hailing the 56th Anniversary Independence Day:

Endeavours to safeguard independence

Myanma Tatmadawmen seen undergoing military training at the Centra

T

People People in
encouraged Kyaiklat of
Myanma delta region
Tatmadawme| welcoming
who were on Myanma
a march to Tatmadawmep
quell the who were
internal going to
insurgency at defeat the
Kokkai, internal
Yangon, in insurgency irf
January, January
1956. 1956.

-/

Military Training School in Mingaladon in 1951.

O )

—

duties on 2 March 1962.

ence and sovereignty.

Resulting from the weakness of the Pa-hta-s&
governmentin leading the nation, the danger of the
Union disintegration and the loss of independence
was loming large. As the duty to save the nation
from those dangers was the national task, the

Tatmadaw, a national force, took over the State

In other words, the Tatmadaw saved the

nation for the third time from losing her independ-

N P P i i i i11 0111 Ig

” 1 1 1 P B i 0 B 1 1 0 0 1 01 0 1 1 ] |IN

-

\ 4

Myanma Tatmadawmen seen
after the capture of
a camp of the insurgents in 1956.

)

I

\

Myanma Tatmadawmen seen on a march during the Operation

in

an Aung which was designed to quell the internal insurgency frpbm

1 May 1957 to 31 May 1958.
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and the growth rate of per

Senior General Than Shwe inspectsE topita. " ncome ot

(from page 1) eral Than Shwe then gaveproper ratio between theAungmyethazan Township.

Only when the qualifica; guidance. population and health pef- In connection with the
tions of the teachers and For the entire people to hesonnel. reports, the Senior General
standard of the curriculumhealthy and fitand be ableto As the State has been fulgave guidance, saying that
are high, will students at thelive with high life expect-| filling the requirements, the whenever he made a tour of
university become well{ ancy isthe health objectivesdoctors also should give ef-Mandalay, he dropped into
versed in their respectiveof the State. The Ministry of fective health care serviceghe industrial zone and looked

subjects. into the improvement on the

Health is making efforts for with their qualification an

Hence, the university will realization of these objea-skill.

-tives. In the process, effec-  Brilliant and healthy hu-
tive measures are to be takeman resources are required

be perfect in form and es
sence, he said.

quality of goods, boosting

Senior General Than Shwe pays reverence to the Maha
Myat Muni Buddha Imagél mna

The government will ful-
fil requirements in accorg
with the status of the univel
sity, he added.

Next, Senior General Tha
Shwe and party inspecte
scale model of the universit]
and construction of the un

through the three tasksi{l for long-term national de-
education, disease controvelopment.Inthisregard,the
-and treatment, he noted. | State has been giving prior-

The government is re-ity to the health and qualifi-
rforming the old organiza- cation of the human re-
dional set-up of the Ministry sources. The health staff will
of Health that was formed tohave to strive to save the
-provide health care servicedives, to keep people free

when the population of thefrom diseases and to enable
nnation was over 12 million, them enjoy a longer life, us-
ehe said. ing experience and qualifi-
I Now there are over 53cation as an effective tool.
dmillion of population in th The Senior General then
country. Itis not possible far cordially greeted the medi-
nthe people to rely on the hos<al superintendents, medical
tpitals in Yangon only. professors, specialist sur-
Therefore, he said, sppgeons, doctors and nurses.
ents, professors, physiciansgialist hospitals like the ongs ~ The Senior General and

versity.

Senior General Tha|
Shwe and party went to th
Mandalay General Hospita
and inspected lithotripter an
modern X-ray machines.

Senior General Tha|
Shwe met heads of depal
ments, medical superinten

Senior General Than Shwe and party offer gold foils to the Maha Myat Muni Buddha

Image. Nmna

specialists and sisters. in Yangon were opened inparty held a meeting witl
Minister Dr Kyaw Myint | Mandalay for the people inmembers of development
reported on health care seryupper Myanmar. committees of Mandalay In-
ices after opening of hosp|- At the same time, hospj-dustrial Zone 1 and 2 and
tals and health care centresals were upgraded, specialofficials at Kanaung Hall
in Mandalay Division, instal- ists were appointed and mod!ater in the morning.
lation of modern equipmentern equipment was installed ~ On the occasion, Com-
in Mandalay General Hospi-in 24 development regiorismander Maj-Gen Ye Myint
tal like the one in Yangon, for national development. | reported on realization of the
diagnosis and treatment, Healthcare services hayeguidance given by the Sen-
health education and ratio ¢foecome wider and effective,ior General during his in-
doctor and population. he said. spection tour of Mandalay
Next, Director-General of ~ At the same time, the goy-Industrial Zone the previous
Health Department Dr Wanernment is producing necesDecember, manufacturing of
Maung reported on upgrad-sary scholars after openingmport-substitute products,
ing of treatment and teach-more institutes and schoolsuse of modern machines,
ing atthe MGH. Senior Gen-on health in order to keeplamanufacturing conditions

Senior General Than Shwe makes cash donations to the fund of the Maha Myat Muni

Buddha ImageN mna

production and manufactu
ing processes.

According to these in
spections, the industrial zol
is developing cumulativel
and it is important for th¢

-manufacturing of new down the target to place no
items as well as boostingreliance on imported ma-
production in accordancgchines.

ewith the requirement of th As Myanmar is an
, State. agro-based nation, it is
In manufacturing the important to establish

)

industrial zone to accelerateproducts, endeavours are tindustries that produce farm

the development growth ye
by year.

The world is gaining g
rapid development thanks
the science so industri
zones are to exert efforts
make greater progress.

arbe made to boost productiormachinery.

of import-substitute items b Moreover, it is also
putting less reliance on theneeded to establish more in-
oimported items using lor dustries that produce per-
alcally-made machines. sonal goods and machinery
o With the use of modernso as to ensure increased
machines and the applicamanufacturing of quality

In the process, emphasigion of modern production products.

Senior General Than Shwe inspects Mandalay General Hospitaia

lis to be placed on extendingmethods, it is needed to lay

(See page 9)
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Senior General
Than Shwe
inspectsk

(from page 8)
Only then, will Myanmar
can transform itself into an
industrialized nation and
the peopleOs living stand-
ard improve and will there
emerge a modern devel-
oped nation.

The Senior General and
party viewed finished
wooden products, textiles,
household items, bicycle
tyres and tubes and ma-
chines round Kanaung
Hall.

Senior General Than
Shwe and party headed foiKyaungdawgyi.

Senior General Than Shwe hears a report presented by Minister Maj-Gen Saw Tun on progress in implementation of Ayeyawady Bridge
(Yadanabon) Construction Projedt. mna

on 30-10-2001. The four-accompanied Senior Gen-Minister for Forestry Brig-| 2 Lt-Gen Thein Sein un-
Mandala power tiller fac Senior General Thanlane bridge will be 5,614 eral Than Shwe, on 21 De-Gen Thein Aung and Man-veiled the signboard of the
tory of Good BrotherOsShwe and party yesterdayfeet long and 49 feet wide.cember morning attendedaging Director U Naw Aung factory and inspected
Machineries Co Ltd in the morning inspected Manda- Out of 36 piles to be the opening of the Tagunof the Tagun Wood Basedround the factory.
industrial zone 1, wherelay Kandawgyi and the placed for the main bridgeWood Based factory, alndustrial Co Ltd formally Next, Secretary-2 Lt-
Director of the company U eight-lane strand road. and approach structures orjoint venture undertaking opened the factory. Gen Thein Sein met with
Maung Aye conducted Next, they proceeded toeither side, 15 piles haveof Myanmar War Veteran Next, Chairman of the officials and staff of the
them round the productiopthe construction project sitealready been placed. An-Organization (Headquar-Central Organizing Commit; factory and gave necessary
site. of Ayeyawady Bridge|other 17 piles are beingters) and Flying Tiger En- tee of Myanmar War Veter instructions.

The Senior General and(Yadanabon). placed and there are on|ygineering Co and unveiledans Organization Secretary-
party viewed the power At the briefing hall,| four piles left to be placed.the signboard of the fad-

MNA

tillers and vehicles used fgrMinister for Construction
Maj-Gen Saw Tun reportegdbridge, Senior General

agricultural purpose.

Next, the Senior Gen
eral and party looked int
Myitnge-Htonbo-
PyinOoLwin shortcut and
Mandalay-PyinOoLwin
road and progress of Mal
dalay by car.

On 21 Decembe
evening, the Senior Ge
eral and party visited Mah
Myat Muni Buddha Image
and offered gold foils to it

The Senior Gener

signed in the visitorsO boolof the bridge.
and made cash donations
to the image. They viewedAyeyawady

ron construction of the
pbridge and progress o
work.

Next, Deputy Superin-
tending Engineer U Hsa
-Win reported on installatio
of steel beams.

In response to the re-
-ports, Senior General TharnThan Shwe and party le

aShwe gave guidance.

Afterwards, Senior
General Than Shwe an
| party inspected constructio|

of
Bridge

Construction

After inspecting the tory.

Also present on th
Than Shwe and party in-occasion were Chairman
fspected progress in con-of Sagaing Division Peace
struction of the entrance toand Development Counc
Mandalay International Commander of North

nAirport and construction of West Command Maj-Gen

TadaU Township by car.| Central Organizing Comt
Next, Senior General mittee for Myanmar Wal

Mandalay International ministers, departmenta
Airport by Tatmadaw air+ officials of Sagaing Divi-

and guests.
Commander Maj-Ge

nin the evening.
Chairman of the Cent

Panhsa Creek Bridge inTha Aye, members of the

tVeterans Organizationinvitation of President of the

deraft and arrived back heresion, the WVO members Khin Win Shwe, a four-mem

tral Organizing Committee Tha Aye, member of the WomenOs

Y ancon, 23 Dec N At the

IMyanmar National WomenQ
Affairs Federation Dr Da

ACWEF delegation arrives

The delegation was
welcomed at Yangon Inter-
fational Airport by Vice-
President of MNWAF Prof
Dr Daw May May Yi, Sec-

ber delegation led by Vicerretary General Prof Dr

President of the All-Ching
Federatiq

documentary photos of the(Yadanabon) to link Man-

of Myanmar War Veteran
Organization Secretary-

5 Central Organizing Comr (ACWF) Madame Cher

Pmittee for Myanmar Wa

Xiurong arrived here by ai

Daw Khin Aye Win, Am-
rbassador of the PeopleOs
Republic China to
Myanmar Mr Li Jinjun and

image and Ganthakutidalay and Sagaing started.t-Gen Thein Sein, who Veterans Organizationthis evening. officials. N MNA

Senior General Than Shwe inspects Mandala power tiller factory of the Industrial ZEnenia

Senior General Than Shwe inspects work progress at Traditional Medicine University Construction Projecisite.
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Thailand to set up institution to help
victims of family violence

Banckok , 23 DecN Thailand would open a centre next month to help victims o

family violence, local Press reported on Monday. The other doctor from

The center would prot hardly received attentio university cited United Na:
vide medical treatment andfrom the public and state| tjons® report saying Thailal
legal counselling to victims
mainly women, assaulted by family violence has drawn yorst countries for its ba

their spouses, partners ormore public interests rerrecord of domestic violence

\ ) A The ranking was base
OFrom now on they will respected Thai doctor waspn, the number of complaints

no longer have to grin angd convicted in November fof eceived by the police an

relatives. cently in Thailand since

bear it. They can come ar\dkilling and dismembering cases dealt with by the cou

seek help from us anytimehis enstranged wife iNgajid the doctor named 3
they want,CBangkok Post 2001. The convictOs col Yongyuth Wongpiromsarn,

quoted the hospitalOs deputplood actions against hisadding that he wanted to rai

director Ronnachaj wife roused the public

Kongsakon as saying. sympathy for the deceas 1
He noted that domestic woman and concern oveéfine report.

violence had been a silentthe situation of ThailandQs  some 20 to 50 per cent

However, the topic of \yas ranked among worldOs|10

ublic concern over the issy
y declaring the content g

Parmalat scandal widens as
founder named in probe

f Rowme, 23 DecN A four billion euro accounting scandal at Parmalat deepened on
4 Monday when the Italian food groupOs founder and three former finance directors
were targeted in a criminal probe.

nd ~ ) .
As prosecutors soughtParmalatOs founder Calistdanzi and Tonna, one of the

jto unravel a complex web ofTanzi, who resigned lastsources toldReuters
financial transactions thatweek as chairman and CEO Parmalat has 35,000
'dhaveled~ParmaIatto be calleaf ItalyOs biggest food groupstaff in 30 cguntries and is
EuropeOs Enron, a rescue judicial source said. one of ItalyOs best-known
gmanagement team was Also targeted in the brands and its eighth-largest
tyveighing up the best optianprobe into possible false acindustrial group.
Jor bankruptcy protection.| counting, fraud and market  The missing four billion
Parmalat exploded intorigging were former chief euros dwarfs a one billion
sone of EuropeOs worst cprfinancial officers Fausto euro accounting scandal at
goorate crises last week wherTonna, Alberto Ferraris andDutch retailer Ahold and
fthe firm said a documentLuciano Del Soldato, all of drew comparisons with the
showing 3.95 billion euros whom held the post duringcollapse of energy giant
pfheld by a Cayman Islands2003, other judicial sourcesEnron. Media reports said

=3

problem for a long time and family violence.

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt presents a gift to
outstanding athlete who gained gold medal in the XX
SEA Games on 22-12-20(Blews reportedN vna

g unit, Bonlat Financing Corp, said.

yhad been declared false py  Ferraris and Del Solda

sBank of America. were questioned on Mondal

e Prosecutors launched arhey admitted providin
fraud probe, and on Mondayfalse information but said th
named in their investigation plan had been thought up

married women in Thailan
were physically and verball
assaulted by their partne
according to a study by th
Mahidol University of Thai-
land.N MNA/Xinhua

the hole could be as big as 10
billion euros, making it one
of EuropeOs biggestaccount-
ing scandals.

e Prime Minister Silvio
\Berlusconi vowed on Satur-

Japan, South Korea launch FTA talks

Tokvo, 23 DecN Japan and South Korea began Monday their first round of govern-
ment-level negotiations to conclude a bilateral free trade agreement (FTA).

About 70 officials from; South Korea and 30 from Ja-be concluded in 2005. Jap
various ministries of the two pan N are expected to fing- has an FTA with Singapore,
countries, such as financgtune the composition of thenonagricultural nation. Toky
economy, commerce, agricyl-negotiation groups, the time-has also agreed to start FT
ture and energy, are attendingable for future negotiations, negotiations with Malaysia
the closed-door talks at theand basic guidelines for a freghe Philippines and Thailan
ForeignAffairsandTreldeMin- trade pactiyodosaid. next year. In addition, th
istry in Seoul, Japan®godo Japanese Prime MinisterJapanese Government is pl
Newseported. Deputy Minist Junichiro Koizumi and South paring to start FTA talks witl
ter for Trade Kim Hyun-Jong Korean President Roh Mool the 10-member Associatio|
heads the South Korean teamhyun agreed in Bangkok i
while the Japanese mission|i®ctoberto launch formal talksas a whole in early 2005 so

day his government would
save operations and jobs at
Parmalat.

On Monday, ParmalatOs
newly appointed Chairman
aand CEO Enrico Bondi met
dndustry Minister Antonio
b Marzano. The minister may
Ae required to name admin-
, istrators for Parmalat.

d A statement from

eBerlusconiOs office after the
aneeting suggested that his
Cabinet could approve on
NTuesday a decree dealing

of South-East Asian Nationswith the Parmalat crisis.

as
h

MNA/Reuters

led by Ichiro Fujisaki, Deputy by the end of this year on |ao create a regional FTA i
afroreign Minister for Economic bilateral FTA, which would 2012. N MNA/Xinhua

|Affairs. In the first stage, the :
Trade between Zhuhai,

Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Soe Win presents a gift to an outstanding athlete who won

medal in the XXII SEA Games held in the Socialist R
(News reportedi mna

Macao rising

officials N about 40 from
ZHuhal, 23 DecN A 15.8-per-cent annual growth
was reported in trade between Macao and Zhuhai whe
people celebrated the fourth anniversary of MacaoQ
return to China.

Zhuhai is the nearest city to Macao on the Chin
Mainland.

Trade between the two cities was 230 million US dol
in 1999, but shot to 310 million US dollars in 2002.

In the first 11 months of the year, according to Zhy
Customs statistics, the trade volume climbed to 350 mi
US dollars, anincrease of 24.9 per cent from the same p|
last year, with ZhuhaiOs imports up 5 per cent to 4
million US dollars.
products comprised most of the goods shipped to Mg
while Zhuhai imported textile raw materials and garme

Zhuhai under jurisdiction of Guangdong Province

gg!)gggone of the countryOs five special economic zone:

epublic of Vietnam, on 22-12 MNA/Xinhua

Secretary-2 Lt-Gen Thein Sein presents a gift to an
medal in the XXII SEA Games held in the Socialist R
(News reportedN mna

Texmaco to sell 200 buses
to Saudi Arabia

JakarTa , 23 Dec N IndonesiaOs auto and engineerin
company Texmaco Group has secured a 4.6-million-US
dollar order for the delivery of 200 buses to Saud
Arabia-based Al Jomaih Holding Co, a leading eco
nomic daily reported Monday.

Produced by TexmacoOs subsidiary PT Wahana Pe
Auto Jaya (WPAJ), all the buses will be delivered in s
until March 2004 at the latest, reportBénis Indonesig
newspaper. OPrior to the latest order, WPAJ also ha
ported 100 buses worth 2.3 million US dollars to the cq
try,0 WPAJ president Ben Sinivasan was quoted as s3

Saudi reportedly needs 5,000 new buses to tran
millions of worldwide Muslim pilgrims flooding the cou
try for a religious journey every year.
goldSinivasan claimed that Texmaco Group also has

-2003] order from Malaysia for 500 buses and trucks and

outstanding athlete who wol
epublic of Vietnam, on 22-12

Garments, machine and electrani®

Water shortage
in Tanzanian
capital to last
until next year

DAR-Es-SALAAM, 23
DecN Water shortage will
Sontinue in Dar-es-Salaam,
capital of Tanzania, until
%%jor rehabilitation of the
supply network finishes next
asygar, local newspap€erhe
h(Sluardianreported on Mon-
iday- Chief Executive Officer
of IEO) of City Water~Serv-
Limited Mike OOLeary
was quoted as saying on Sun-

that the weeklong water
1gi_s’is in Dar-es-Salaam was
%alused by weakness in pipes
; due to corrosion.

The company intends to
replace all old pipes in six
months with a total cost of
about 1.2 million US dollars
and the work will begin in
gJanuary next year, OOLeary
_said.

Water rationing will be
carried out in the capital.
Every part in the city may
rRayg water two or three days
afjem morning to evening in
a week, the CEO said.
s ex-The CEO urged local
upeople not to wash vehicles
\angl. water gardens.
portThe city has been suffer-
-ing a water crisis since two
major water pipes in Dar-es-
Salaam were broken last
antek.

Q

parts for the Greek ArmyOs military vehicleMINA/Xinhua

MNA/Xinhua
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Hailing the 56th Anniversary Independence Day:

Progress in basic and higher education sector of national races in
border areas in the time of the State Peace and Development Council

[ Education campaigns launched in border areas froth
1988 to 2003 for development of local national races
Subject 1988 2003
Youth development training schools N 16
Cottage industrial training schools N 13
Higher education
Skill development degree colleges
for nationalities N 2
Basic education
Basic education schools N 750
Lectures being given at the learning centre of skill developmerft | Teachers N 2812

l degree college for nationalities in Mandalay. T Students N 88277
Vocational training schools and workshops N 3
Parahita schools N 11

p
The basic education high school in Myawady, constructed by the|State
to enable youth nationalities residing in border areas of Kayin Stgte to
have access to basic education.

Trainees living in border areas learn
vocational education at the cottage
industrial training school in Lashio, Shan

State (North).

@ The youth development training school in Kengtung, Shan State (East) is built for the development
of nationalities in border areas.
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Indonesia needs
$72bininfrastructure

investment

JakARTA, 23 DecN The
Indonesian Government wil
need much more assistan
from the private sector t
help finance the developme|
of the countryOs sub-stan
ard infrastructure, which i
seen as crucial to boostin
economic growth, an agenc
has said.

The Committee on Polic;
for the Acceleration of In

|
ce
D
nt

d-

5

NEWS OF THE WORLD

Malaysian PM urges

youths to

take up technical subjects

KuaLA Lumpur, 23DecN Malaysian Prime Minister Abdullah Ahmad Badawi on

Monday urged the youths to take up technical subjects as technology and technic

skills were much needed in the country.

It was clear that the tech-if given the option, they will
nical field had vast potential still be attracted to courses
for growth and offered much the arts and humanities ev
opportunity for quality em+ though job opportunities i
ployment for Malaysian these fields are limited an
youths, Abdullah said whenmore competitive,O he said
officially opened the Japan- Abdullah said he believed
Malaysia Technical Institute that youths were less inte
in Pinang, north Malaysia.| estedintechnical coursesh

h

based on knowledge such

rscience, bio-technology, in
efiormation and communica

tiontechnology (ICT) as wel

das on research and devela

ment activities.
Oln line with this trend

rthe demand for manpowe
ehas also shifted toward

frastructure Developmen
(KKPPI) predicted that In
donesia would require ten
of billions of dollars to build
key facilities over the nex
six years.

Olndonesia will nee
around 613 trillion rupiah (72
billion US dollars) in infra-
structure investment be
dween 2005 and 2009,
Bambang Susantono, th
aKKPPI secretariat chairma
-was quoted Monday bjhe
- Jakarta Posas saying.

OThe government will in
pcura31.34-bi||ion-do||arfi-
nancing gap even if macl
’oeconomic conditions im

t

o O

- in Tokyo, on 14 Decembe|

US singer Britney Spears performs at a Christmas event
r, 2003. Spears was in Tokyo to
promote her new album Oln the ZoRé@TerNET

Jprove and debts are bett

Smanaged,c') he added.

\World Heritage Yungang

Bambang expressed t

The founding of the in

stitute is one of manpowe

training cooperation pro
grammes between Malays|
and Japan.

OHowever, this field mal

not be popularamong yout
in this country compared t
the other disciplines becau

cause of the public perce
rtion that such courses we
+ for those who were less su
acessfulinthe academicfiel

The Prime Minister sai
the governmentOs objecti

obased economy called for !
@levelopment of industrie|

of achieving a knowledge

p-highly educated workers whp
reare skilled in the field of sci
cence and technology, as wel
l.as having technical skills,
i he said.

ve He said close links be-
- tween technical institutes an
ghe industry were crucial to
sensure that the courses an

ThailandO80I predicts

Investment trends bright for 2004

Banckok, 23 DecN The Board of Investment of
Thailand (BOI) is confident that investment trends for
next year look promising, with a large-scale hiring of|
new employees in the automobile and petrochemic
industries, and the construction of new production plants,

BOI official, Yuthasak| faced a quieter time due
Khunasawat, predicted thaffierce competition from
while in recent years mostChina.
changeshadbeenintheform Citing figures showing
of adjustments to the prqg-thatuse ofindustrial produ
duction line to boost produc-tion capacity had grown fron
tion, this year is likely to see 62 per cent in Septemb
the construction of new fag-2002 to 68.4 per centin Se
tories and the establishmeptember 2003, he said that th

1

n
=

(0]

r

training provided were al
ways relevant and of high
quality NMNA/Xinhua

-ment standards in order

need for the government {
[aise infrastructure manag

etter maintain and improv
existing facilities. Manage
entreform and new finang
ng schemes are crucial i
ttracting the private sectg
back a host of projects
stalled since the late 199
economic crisis.
MNA/Xinhua

e

(¢}
B

(o]

JHeritage List in 2001.

Grottoes site to be upgraded

Tavuan, 23 DecN North ChinaOs Shanxi Province is
investing 100 million yuan (12.09 million US dollars) to
improve infrastructure and environment around the

nYungang Grottoes, built more than 1,500 years ago.
r

The Yungang Grottoesstruction and improvement
were included in the World of infrastructure; demolition
and removal of unsightly
The improvement projedt buildings from scenic areas;
consists of three phases: cqrand tree-planting at the sce-

Small
quake
jolts
central
North
Island
of

"New Zealand

WELLINGTON, 23 DecN A small earthquake hit centr
North Island of New Zealand Monday morning measu
5.2 on the Richter Scale, New ZealandOs Institute of

Lic site.

ing The Yungang Grottoes,
_kilometres west of the

y&ity of Datong, were hewn

logical and Nuclear Sciences (IGNS) announced Mon &iﬁ

Dr Ken Gledhill from the IGNS said in an announcem

that the quake, which occurred at 6:22 a.m. about 30 kilg

tres north-west of the Central Plateau town of Raetihi,
150 kilometres deep and unlikely to have caused

damage. Ol donOtexpectitwould have been felt very m

he said.

That quake and other smaller ripples were the result g

Pacific plate being Opushed underO the Australian

which was part of a Overy long-termO event, Gledhill
More interesting to seismologists was a smaller qual

Northland on Thursday, he saidMNA/Xinhua

efiem the cliffs in a honey-
femb pattern and stretch for
wakilometre from east to west.
any Building of the grottoes
{Rgg@n around 460 AD in the
Northern Wei Dynasty.
£ Y¥ithin four decades, 1,000
p@i@[’toes and 100,000 Bud-
s Sigist statues were completed
(dggqether with large numbers
of niches and colourful deco-

of new production lines, theboded well for the future
Thai News Agencreported| particularly inthe petroleum
on Monday. artificial fibre, tyre, pape
The appreciation of the pulp, corrugated iron an
baht was likely to have asheet steel industries,
major impact on some in-which industrial productiol
dustries, particularly thosgecapacity usage now stood
with low added value, heover 80 per cent.
said. He also showed figures
In addition, agreementsfor the end of the third quar-

d
n

at

to open up free trade are
(FTAs) with a number o
other countries
throw some industries int
crisis, while opening u
opportunities for others, h
projected.

He said that industrie|

which had performed well in vestment, followed by th
2003 were automobiles,chemical industry, plastic
food, electronics, gemstoneslectronics and electricalHeavy snowfall and a brisk wind hampers christmas shoppers in Helsinki. Snow
and construction materials,goods and agro-industry. | wreaked havoc in Denmark, Finland and Sweden, leaving at least two dead, 1l
MNA/Xinhual households without power and causing major delays in air, road and rail trafficeRNeT

while the fabric industry ha

coulg

aser of 2003, showing that
investment promotion con-
cessions had been granted to

0471 projects worth 4.025 bi
lion US dollars and 98,12

enew jobs.

The automobile industr

shad seen the bulk of this in-

rations.

The infrastructure con-
struction and improvement
project will cover the build-
ing of a water purification
plant with a capacity of 300
tons of drinking water daily,
asewage treatment plantwith
adaily capacity of 1,400 tons
and power, water and heat-
ing supply facilities.

The project is expected
to be completed at the end of
July next year, a source with
the grottoes administration
said.

The Yungang Grottoes
have been extensively dam-
aged over the centuries. At
least 1,400 Buddhist statues

0fabe country.
MNA/Xinhua

mestolen and shipped out
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Putin anticipates Russian participation in rebuilding Irag Ol price falls after

Moscow, 23 DecNRussian President Viadimir Putin on Monday expressed the desire that his country may
attend reconstruction in the postwar Irag, pledging a huge investment from Russian companies in the near futu

e.  Lonpon, 23 DecN Oil p

nine-month highs

rices tumbled further from

Putin made the stateme
while meeting in the Kremlin
with Abdel Aziz Al-Hakim,
head of the Iragi Interim

nine-month highs on Monday as OPECOs incoming
cpresident voiced concerns over sustained high prices.
Traders were alsg most certainly some profit-
btprompted to lock in profits taking contributing to

himaintain such ties with thelife is for the Iraqi peo; participation of Russiaf
new Iraqi authorities on theple now,O Putin noted, xcompanies in the econom
basis of developing relationspressing his belief that IragOgeconstruction of the war
with the Iraqgi people, Putin current difficulties will soon] torn nation, and the Iragide

Governing Council, noting

told the Iragqji official, whose be resolved.

that ORussian companies
ready to be active in Iraq
thelnterfexnews agency re
ported.

The President estimate|

that Oinvestment from Rus

sian companies may soqQ

total four billion US dollarsQ.

Moscow, which has ha
historicalty good relations

1r(daelegation\arrived here Sun- Talks between the Iragi
Dday night. OWe wish the pepeelegation and Russian legd

ble solution of their prob; issues of postwar settlemen
dems, as we know how hardin Iraq, the prospects of the

ple of Iraq the soonest possiers are expected to cover th®ussia some eight billion U

from this monthOs over 1
per centrally by forecasts q
sa warmer week approach
sing for the US Northeast|
the worldOs biggest sing
heating oil consuming re:

payments.
Among the 120-billion-|
dollar foreign debt, Iraq owe;

dollars.
MNA/Xinhua

-

n

1

gion.
By midday in London,
benchmark Brent blend w

Oslightly weaker prices,O said
foil markets analyst Kevin

-Norrish of Barclays Capi-

tal.

e Forecasts for milder

weather in the northeast
United States over the com-
ing days was also expected
to soften demand for heat-

down 41 cents at 29.64 USing fuel, but traders re-
dollars~a barrel, extending mained cautious onthe level
FridayOs 75-centfall. In ovef-of winter oil stocks cover

with Baghdad, expects t

Egypt says no information
about hosting next

Arab summit
CaIro, 23 DecN Egyptian
Foreign Minister Ahmed
Maher said on Sunday that
his country has no informa
tion about hosting the ne!
summit of the Arab League.
ONo one has contacted
aboutthisissue,® Maher sal
quoted by the officidMMIENA
news agency.
According to what has
been agreed upon, the sum-

Iragi workers end their shift at a reconstruction site in downtown Baghdad,
on 21 December, 2008l INTERNET

night New York trade, U

FridayOs post-lraq high
33.93 US dollars a barrel.
Activity was limited by

which brokers said was als
encouraging some spec
lative dealersto lock in prof
its gained on the 10 per ce!
orthree US dollars rally from
the start of December.
OThereOs a bit of mome
tum carrying on from Fri-
dayOs close. The uptrend h
been broken so thereOs

for the worldOs biggest en-

crude futures were down 39ergy consumer.
cents at 32.63 US dollars ja
barrel, sliding away from dentadded to the more bear-

OPECOs incoming presi-

fish tone by expressing con-
cern over high prices, echo-
ing outgoing president

the approaching holidays, Abdullah al-AttiyahOs com-

ments last week.
OcCurrently the oil prices
is too high, especially the
NtOPEC basket. We hope the
oil price will fallin January.
However, the price de-
nvelopments will depend on
the weather and also depend
asn developments in Iragq,0
alnhdonesian Oil Minister

mit is supposed to be held in
the Tunisian capital of Tu
nis, he said.

An Arab newspape
quoted Arab diplomatig
sources in Washington 4
saying on Saturday thatthe
was atrend thatthe nextArg
summit would be held in th
Egyptian Red Sea resort
Sharm el-Sheikh, instead
Tunis.

S

e  WasHINGTON, 23 DecN

f

MNA/Xinhua

Hebei Province
intensifies forest

planting efforts

SHIIAZHUANG, 23 DecN
North ChinaOs Hebei Pro]
ince, located around the n
tional capital Beijing, plans

who filed suit arguing th

laws.

Fcannot demand that me

to invest more than 15 bil
lion yuan (1.8 billion US
dollars) in tree planting i
the coming several years.

According to the provin{
cial forestry bureau, foreg
areais expectedtoreach 4.
million hectares by 2005
with the forest coverage ra
hitting 23 per cent.

By 2010, the provinc
will have 4.93 million hec-|

tares of forest and the forest,

cover rate will reach 26 p
cent.
Currently, 19.48 per ce

bers of the Armed Forc
[ also serve as guinea pigs f
experimental drugs,
Sullivan wrote in a 33-pag
opinion.
The Pentagon decling
t h
omment. Justice Depar|
3 ent spokesman Charlg
' Miller said: OAll weOre sa
€ing is that weOre reviewin
(the judgeOs order) at th
stage and no determinatig
has been made as to wh
ur next step
Twill be.O
In his ruling, the judge
trejected the Defence Depai

of the province is covereiment®s argument that the
withtrees, and 63,000 squar¢ysal of Armed Forces pel

US judge blocks forced
military anthrax shots

A federal judge ruled on

gMonday that the US military cannot force troops to be
pvaccinated against anthrax against their will without a
pepecial order from US President George W Bush.

US District Judge Emmeting the (Defence Depar
Sullivan issued an order barment) to obtain informe
ring the forced vaccinations,consent will interfere with
agreeing with six servicethe smooth functioning o
members and contractorshe military.O

At issue is a law passe

practice violated federalbyCongressin1998thatba

the military from giving

OAbsent an informedtroops experimental, o
,consent or presidentiglOinvestigational,O dru
waiver, the United Stateswithout their consent.

In an executive order th
sfollowing year, President Bil

Iran calls for fight against
terrorism, unilateralism

TeHeran, 23 Dec N Iranian President Mohamma
Khatami Sunday called for campaign against terrorism
unilateralism at the international level.

In a meeting with his visiting Kyrgyz counterpart Ask
Akayev, Khatami said the two countries share sim

_stance on development and progress as well as fight ag
I terrorism and establishment of security and stability in
world.
Khatami stressed the importance of efforts to estal
stability and security in the region, and strengthen ¢
omic, scientific and technical ties among the regiqg
tates.
'S Referring to the establishment of a popular governn
in Iraq, Khatami said it would be a step towards the inter
" of the Iragi nation and even the occupiers.
gS  OWe should all try to establish stability in Iraq and al
the Iragis to decide their own fate. Teheran is read
ecooperate with the global community in this regard,0
President said. NMNA/Xinhua

f

Purnomo Yusgiantoro, due
to take office on January 1,
told Reuterson Monday.

Ol will see developments
c}hrough early January. If oil
prices stay high, | will con-

alfit other OPEC ministers
to discuss the price
ar -
”ngelopoment.O

in Cartel kingpin Saudi
taéra ia and other members
ave said that prices above
'}W groupOs 22-28-US-dol-
| ar price band were OrightO
nlglrle to the US dollarOs
weakness relative to other
rencies.
LecriOThis is perhaps a sign
t%at OPEC is looking at
d%ices, with a bit of con-
rn,O Norrish said of
h gsgiantorof)s comments.

MNA/Reuters

oClinton required the Pentg
Ogon to get permission fro
eindividual service member
before giving them an e
dperimental drug.
-  Waivers of the conser
gequirement can be grante
only by the President, an
gnly Owhen absolutely ne|
ligssary,O Sullivan said in h
rruling.
at Mark Zaid, an attorne
representing the six plain
tiffs, said hundreds of troop
had been disciplined for re
tfusing to take the anthra
rehots since the Pentagon k

-ganits mass vaccination pro

7 =

=3

Y

Qo

C
is

X 7T » T

kilometres, or 30 per cent dfsonnel to be vaccinated ungramme in 1998.

its total land space, is suffe[-dermined US military readif  Anthrax is a deadly bag
ing from soil erosion. The ness and hampered its abjilterial disease. Airborne an
province also has 27,200ity to protect troops if bio; thrax spores are inhaled al
square kilometres of deseftiogical weapons were usedodge in the lungs, the
accounting for 14.4 per centin battle. multiply and produce tox
of its total land area. The judge said he wasins that spread through t

MNA/Xinhua | Onot convinced that requirbody N MNA/Reuters

-Rescue workers examine the earthquake destruction of a jewellery store in Paso Robles,
népproximately 180 miles north of Los Angeles, on 22 December, 2003. Two people were
n killed and 46 were injured in the area after the earthquake hit the small town. First
reports said three people were killed but officials said that two women, aged 55 and 19,
e were killed when the town's landmark 19th Century checktower building collapsed,
spewing tons of debris into the street belotwi¥rneT
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Anderlecht well clear ahead of Nedved Voted European
S winter break
BrusseLs 23 DecN Anderlecht won 4-1 at La Louviere on| FOOtba“er Of the Yea.r

Sunday to take an eight-point lead into the Belgian leaguels
First Division four-week winter break.

Paris, 23 DecRJuventus midfielder Pavel Nedved has been named European

The leaders are on 46 points with Standard Liege, 2-1 Wmngpotballsr of the Yea.r, Francel Football magazine conflrmeq Mondgy. .

over Germinal Beerschot, on 38, seven clear of third-placed C:enkgzeC mternatlong Salgi. _runnlng earller in May, Iqst
ved was rewarded wit} Ol heard about the nomithe Champions League final

The league resumes on January 17 but fans may not witn E% ¢ | -
O whErGolden Ball after a se- nees and being among thefron penalties to AC Milan.

more unusual goal than the one at Mons-Bergen on Saturday)| -
the home side drew 2-2 with fellow strugglers Charleroi. Nedveq !O'nEd Juventus
from Lazio in 2001, replac-

Bertrand Laquait, in goal for Charleroi, scored after - h ?
dﬁ&@med the Italian league OAlotofplayershadgoadng French playmaker

minutes when the wind caught his clearance and bounced or 1.
over the head of opposing keeper Kris van de Putte and into t etpll@[_and reached the Cham-results like Paolo Maldini, Zidane, named last week as
Whigns League final in May.

Remarkably, it was the second time in his career Laquait,

used to play in his native France, had scored such a goal. The 31-year-old wa
He said: "It was four or five years ago with the reserve teand GM

Nancy in a game in Calais... where the wind was also blowi

hard. It's just a pity that my goal was not enough for Charlerof
J Py v9 9 Maldini in a poll of Euro-

win." . .
5 Charleroi remain bottom on 11 points from 17 games. | Peansoccerjournalists fro
cGRfountries published b

ed ahead of Arsen

Ol left Juve and he stepped
Nedved missed the Cham-in and worked wonders,O said

pions League final throughZidane.

suspension after being OIOm happy for him be-
On Sunday, Standard Liege keeper Fabian Carini also scate I by booked in the semi-final, cause heOs a good guy orsol

but his goal came from the penalty spot in the victory \}é@ncg Football magazine. when his spectacqlar perwas told at Juve.ntus. The

Beerschot.\MNA/Reuters Ol did not even dream offormance was a major factpresult speaks for itself. The

. winning such an award. IOmin the defeat of competition golden ball is rarely wrong,O

AC Milan lose unbeaten record | vew hapy to receive suchfavorites Real Madrid. | the Frenchman added.

an important, such an ex- Juventus, already Serie Nedved helped Juve to the

Rowe, 23 DecN AC Milan, who had not been beaten in Serie A this season, slumpedraordinary honor,© Nedvedwinners for the second yearSerie Atitle in 2002 and again

to a 2-1 home defeat to in-form Udinese on Sunday. in 2003.

Fellow big guns JuventusCafu pulled one back for theBuffon. In the 24th minute Nedved, who was also
were held 1-1 atlowly Lecce home side in the 70th minute,Cedric Konan nodded a cross voted player of the year by
which meant leaders ASbut the visitors withstood a past Buffon to put the home the magazine World Soccer,
Roma, 2-0winners at Empadliperiod of late pressure to holdside ahead. is the second Czech to win

ron for the win and go sey-  On the stroke of halftime the prestigious Golden Ball

36 points with a healthy six- enth, level with Parmaon 24Lecce keeper Vukasin after Josef Masopustin 1962.

point advantage. points. Poleksic pulled off two re: It is the eighth time a
Later on Sunday Intef  Lecce started the day inflex saves to deny Juve stri Juventus played has been

Milan can leapfrog Juve and16th position and few ex; ers Fabrizio Miccoli and crowned.

Milan into second by beat- pected them to offer muchAlessandro del Piero. The Czech earned 190

ing Lazio in Rome. resistance to Juve, who de-  With half an hour left, points. FranceOs Henry was

on Saturday, stayed top

Udinese arrived at themolished Parma 4-0 lastJuve's chances of scoring second with 128 points and
San Siro stadium on the backveekend. But striker Ernestolooked even slimmer when Maldini third on 123 points.
of three consecutive leagueChevanton was especiallydefender Mark luliano was MilanOs Ukrainian striker
wins and dented Milan'senergetic, closing down sentoffforasecond bookable Andrei Shevchenko was
hopes in the second minutequickly on loose passes andffence. fourth on 67 points with
when striker Dino Fava fired harrying keeper Gianluig MNA/Reuters Czech soccer player Pavel Nedved of Italy's Juventus ga&egane on 64 points. Olt was
past Brazilian keeper Dida with his trophy after being named European Footballer oftiefinitely my bestyear. I had
from the edge of the area. Year by France Football Magazinen 22December, 2003} lots of luck as well. Luck is

A clumsy challenge by Nedved won the Golden Ball ahead of Arsenal striker Thiepgrt of a playerOs career,0
Udinese keeper Morgan De Henry and AC Milan defender Paolo Maldi¥l nterner | Nedved added.fhternet
Sanctis on Brazilian . .
midfielder Serginho earned Real beat Mallorca to finish year as leaders
the home side a penalty, but M aoriD, 23 DecN Real Madrid recovered from a shaky start to win 3-1 away to
midfielder Andrea Pirlo's Real Mallorca on Sunday and secure the league leadership in Spain going into the New
usual composure deserted Year.
23‘;?2{1 t:ee '?:ssthed the ball g Fgfrr}anc_io iorfrea t'°:°k a(_:ivan;age of 8nly to poke the ball straight to Correa to

Udinese made it 2-0 six threaR u l”:j'Stfa € r(:m rflr:\(;ls”co av?]n “'t:juck a shot past Iker Casillas.
minutes after the interval el eab ?F?ncleh 0 (fud tha (_’r?ta ab a ‘Samuel Eto'o missed two good chances
when defender Nestar early on but Raul headed the visitors % increase the Mallorca lead and Real pun-

- h o - ) .| levelin the first minute of injury-time. | jshed them with their equalizer in first-half

Sensini nodded Valerip AC Milan's striker Filippo Inzaghi reacts after missingla Ronaldo struck 10 minutes after the br: afﬁjury—time
Bertotto's powerful free kicl chance against Udinese, during their Serie A soccer with an eye-catching solo goal and Luis ’ MNA/Reuters
past Dida. match at San Siro Stadium in Milan, on 21 Decemberrigo wrapped up the win from the penalty

Milan's Brazilian winge 2003. Udinese won the match 2-1NYerNET spot after the Brazilian had been brought

down in the box on another run towards

Man Utd go top after 2-1 W|n at Spurs goal. Victory for Real gave them 39 points

y . i .| from 17 games and took them back
Lonpon, 23 DecN Manchester United swept to the top of the English Premier points ahead of Valencia, who had gone top

League with a 2-1 away win over Tottenham Hotspur on Sunday. overnight thanks to their 1-0win over Sevilla

United manager Alex Ferguson opted teave 39. The two London clubs also have am Saturday.
include Rio Ferdinand two days after he wadentical goal difference and have both scored With the next round of league games
sentenced to an eight-month ban for missitige same number of goals. scheduled for the weekend of January 3 and
a drugs test, beginning in January, but|the Ferdinand's ban is due to begin on Jang; Real will go into 2004 as Primera Liga
England defender had little to do in a gamay 12 N or later if United go through with leaders.
dominated by the champions, at least for|thigeir planned appeal N and Ferguson said he Deportivo Coruna stayed within strikin
first hour. would probably keep him in the side as longistance of the top two with a 2-1 win

They went ahead in 16th minute wheas possible. home to Espanyol that left them in third on
defender John O'Shea got his toe to a low Earlier on Sunday Southampton climbe@3 points. Osasuna lost ground with a
corner and made it 2-0 in the 23rd with & fourth on 26 points after thrashing locatiefeat at home to Real Zaragoza but they at
deflected Ruud van Nistelrooy shot followrivals Portsmouth 3-0 at St. Mary's. least remain fourth with 27 points, ahead of
ing some slick midfield passing. The first goal, after 34 minutes, camé/illarreal and Atletico Madrid on goal dif

United remained in charge but werdirect from a Jason Dodd corner while suference.
caught on the break when Gus Poyet pokpérb second-half finishes from Marian Pahars Real Madrid had an exhausting extra-
in from close range in the 63rd minute afté\ his first goal for 15 months - and Jamedime victory over Leganes in the Kingls
a clever low cross from the lively StephanBeattie completed a comfortable success Bup on Thursday and they looked to pbe Chilean soccer star lvan Zamorano
Dalmat. Spurs then stepped up the pace I first league meeting between the soufieeling the effects as Mallorca took an acknowledges fans after his farewell
United held out without too many seriougoast clubs since 1988. early lead. match at the National Stadium in San-
scares to go into the busy holiday period in  Portsmouth remain stuck in the bottgm Pavon, looking to make a straightfor- tiago, on 22 December, 2003. Zamorano,
pole position. three and manager Harry Redknapp wasard clearance on the edge of the bpx36, bid farewell to fans as a player after a

The victory took them to 40 points Nfurious with their performance. somehow miscontrolled the balland Michel professional career that began when he
one above Arsenal and Chelsea, who hoth MNA/Reuters| Salgado, in an attempt to tidy up, managed was just 17-years-olfll NTERNET
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24-12-2003 (Wednesday)
(Programme Schedule)
Morning Transmission
(9:00 - 10:00)
Signature Tune
Greetings

Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights (Myanma
Panorama &
Myanma Sentiment
Lacquerware mad
from Porcelain and
glaze

Headline News
Easily Cooked Tasty
Dishes (Short4
headed Fish with
Roasted Rice Soup
National News
Myanmar Royal
Regalia (1)
Brave Youth Show-
ing His Strength &
Ability

National News
Unique Biodiversity
of Indawgyi Lake (1)
Song ONgwe Hsaur
Beach ResortO
National News
Biological Expedi-
tion to Hpon Kan
Razi Region (llI)
Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights OCome an
See MyanmarO

9:00

9:02

9:06

9:10
9:12

9:15
9:20

9:25

9:30
9:35

9:40

9:45
9:50

9:58

24-12-2003 (Wednesday)
Regular Programmes for
Viewers from Abroad
Evening Transmission
(15:30 - 17:30)

15:30 Signature Tune
Greeting

15:32 Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
SightsOMingalabar

15:36 Lacquerware mad

glaze
15:40 Headline News

Dishes (Short-

15:45 National News

15:50 Myanmar Royal
Regalia (I)

15:55 Brave Youth Show-
ing His Strength &
Ability

16:00 National News

16:05 Unique Biodiversity

. of Indawgyi Lake (1)

D16:10 Song ONgwe Hsaur|

3 Beach ResortO

16:15 National News

16:20 Biological Expedi-
tion to Hpon Kan
Razi Region (ll1)

16:25 Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights (Myanma
Panorama &
Myanma Sentiment!

16:30 National News

16:35 Eel, Marketable|
Product

16:40 Myanmar Cuisine
OSteamed Praw
CurryO

16:45 National News

916:50 Hill Resort Town
(Thandaung)

16:55 National Dance
OWararya DanceO

16:58 Inlay Wild Bird
Sanctuary

17:00 National News

17:05 Extravagant Evi-
dences of Myanma|
Cultural (I1)

17:10 Song OCreating of
love-like songO

17:15 National News

17:20 All Lives under
the Sky
OCatch of Fish b
cooperation of Fish
erman & DolphinO

17:25 Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights OCome an
See MyanmarO

)

d

D

o)

from Porcelain and

15:42 Easily Cooked Tasty

headed Fish with
Roasted Rice Soup

9

D

n

a

d21:15 National News
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Evening Transmission
(19:30 - 23:30)
19:30 Signature Tune
Greetings
19:32 Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights ®yanma
Panorama &
Myanma Sentiment
1936 The Beauty of
Zwegabin and
Livelihood of Kayin
National
19:40 Headline News
19:42 Easily Cooked Tasty
Dishes (Snake gour
stuffing pounded
prawn)
19:45 National News
19:50 Fabulous Shwekuy
Dake Daw Gyi
19:55 Kayin Dance (We|
Bu or Paddy Win-
nowing Dance)
20:00 National News
20:05 Ayeyawady Second
Defile
20:10 Song OHill Resor
Town (Thandaung)®
20:15 National News
20:20 Biological Expedi-
tion to Hpon Kan
Razi Region (II)
20:25 Song OAcross
the AyeyawadyO
20:30 National News
20:35 Early Silver Jubilee|
Era of Myanmar
Motion Picture
20:40 Myanmar Cuisine
ONoodle with
Coconut-soupO
20:45 National News
20:50 Golden Plum Job o
Central Myanmar
20:55 The OHtaung Yaun
Nay OClassical Mal
DanceO
21:00 National News
21:05 Kayin Traditional
Vegetable Curry
(Tarlabaw)
21:10 Myanmar Modern
Song OLove BoatO
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e

21:20 Extravagant Evi-

$21:40 Headline News

dences of Myanma
Cultural (1)

21:25 Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sight OMingalabarQ

21:35 Lacquerware made
from Porcelain and
glaze

21:42 Easily Cooked Tasty
Dishes (Short-
headed Fish with
Roasted Rice Soup)

21:45 National News

21:50 Myanmar Royal
Regalia (I)

21:55 Brave Youth Show-|
ing His Strength &
Ability

22:00 National News

Asleep in Jesus

Daw Than Yin
(Aged 89 years)

Daw Than Yin, wife of the late U Saw Kya Do
Member, Multi-Party Democracy General Election Col
mission, No. 18 C, Inya Road, Kamayut Townshyp,
Yangon-Youngest daughter of the late (Mahn Shw
and Gha Nyo), sister of (Daw Aye Sein), ( Daw Al
Shin), (Daw Than Tin) and (Rev.Mahn Po Way) mot
of Nithe Doe, aunt of (Daw Hnin Yee), Daw Kyi K
(DawYi), Daw Mya Mya Way-B.E.H.S (1) Ahlone, fe
asleep in Jesus on Tuesday, the 23rd of December,
at 7:15 am. The funeral service will be held at Yan
Brayton Pwo Kayin Baptist Church on Thursday,
25th of December, 2003 at 11:00 am and then
proceed to the Htein Bin Cemetery for entombment

Bereaved Fan
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22:05 Unique Biodiversity
of Indawgyi Lake (1)

22:10 Song ONgwe Hsaung

Beach ResortO
22:15 National News
22:20 Biological

Expendition to Hpon

Kan Razi Region

D)

22:25 Song OLet go of meO

22:30 National News

22:35 Eel, Marketable
Product

22:40 Myanmar Cuisine
OSteamed Praw
CurryO

22:45 National News

22:50 Hill Resort Town
(Thandaung)

22:55 Wararya Dance

22:58 Inlay Wild Bird
Sanctuary

23:00 National News

23:05 Extravagant Evi-
dences of Myanmar
Culture (I1)

23:10 Song OCreating of
love-like songO

23:15 National News

23:20 All Lives under the
Sky OcCatch of Fis|
by cooperation of
Fisherman & Dol-
phinO

23:25 Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights OCome an
See MyanmarO

h

1. Martial song 6:30 pm
4:15 pm 11. Evening news
2. Song to uphold * 7:00 pm
National Spirit 12Weather report
4:30 pm 7:05 pm )
3. Practice in Reading | 13Milo success in
Wednesday, December 24 4:45 pm soccer
View today: 4. Musical programme 7310 pm
7:00 am 5:00 pm 720 om
1. Recitation of Parittas by 5. 15 Mpusical programme
Missionary Sayardaw U 7:35 pm
Ottamathara. 16
7:25 am 5:15 pm ’
2. To be healthy exercisg 6. Songs for uphold fo)
7:30 am National Spirit
3. Morning news 5:30 pm
7:40 am 7. Classical song 8:00 pm
4. Nice and sweet song| 5:45 pm 17. ONewsO
7é50 am 8. 18. International news
e 19. Weather report
755 am 6:00 pm 20. :
: 9.
87:05 am 6:10 pm 21. The next dayOs
815 am 10Discovery programme
8.
8:30 am
8. International news

8:45 am

9. Learning English the
easy and happy wa]
for children and

Wednesday, December 24
Tune in today:
8.30 am Brief news
8.35 am Music
8.40 am Perspectives
8.45 am Music
8.50 am National news/
Slogan
9.00 am Music
9.05 am International news
9.10 am Music
1.30 pm News/Slogan
1.40 pm Lunch time music
- When a child is
born (Johnny Math is)
-Happy XOmas
(John Lennon)
9.00 pm Variations on a
tune
OMaryOs boychild
9.15 pm Article/Music
9.25 pm Music at your
request
-Thanks God its
XOmas (Queen)
-Silent night (Broz
9.45 pm News/Slogan

d

WEATHER

Tuesday, 23 December, 2003

Summary of observations recorded at 09:30 hours
MST: During the past 24 hours, weather has been partly
cloudy to cloudy in the whole country.

Night temperatures were (3;C) to (4iC) above nor-

mal in Rakhine State, Mandalay, lower Sagaing, Magway
and Bago Divisions, (5iC-6jC) above normal in Kachin
State, (5jC-6iC) below normal in Kayin, Mon States, up-
per Sagaing and Taninthayi Divisions and about normal

in the remaining areas.

Maximum temperature on 22-12-2003 was 27.8iC
(82jF). Minimum temperature on 23-12-2003 was 16.0;C
(61jF). Relative humidity at 9:30 hrs MST on 23-12-2003
was 83%. Total sunshine hours on 22-12-2003 was (0.4)

hours approx.

Rainfall on 23-12-2003 was nil at Yangon Airport,
Kaba-Aye and central Yangon. Total rainfall since 1-1-
2003 was 2211 mm (87.05 inches) at Yangon Airport,
2315 mm (91.14 inches) at Kaba-Aye and 2394 mm

(94.25 inches) at central Yangon.

Maximum wind speed at Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was 11
mph from North at (13:50) hours MST on 22-12-2003.

Bay inference: Weather is partly cloudy in West
Central Bay and generally fair elsewhere in the Bay of

Bengal.

Forecast valid until evening of 24-12-2008Veather
will be party cloudy in Kachin, Rakhine States, upper
Sagaing, Ayeyawady, Yangon and Taninthayi Divisions
and generally fair in the remaining areas.

State of the seaSeas will be moderate in Myanmar

Q\/aters.

Outlook for subsequent two days:Generally fair in

the whole country.

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area for

24-12-2003:Partly cloudy.

Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouring area

for 24-12-2003:Partly cloudy.
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2nd Waxing of Pyatho, 1365 ME Wednesday, 24 December, 2003

Four political objectives Four economic objectives Four social objectives
* Stability of the State, community | * Development of agriculture as the base and all-round = Uplift of the morale and morality of
peace and tranquillity, prevalence of | development of other sectors of the economy as well the entire nation
law and order * Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic sys: « Uplift of national prestige and integrity
* National reconsolidation tem o . and preservation and safeguardingof
* Emergence of a new enduring State * Development of the economy inviting participation in|  cultural heritage and national charac-
Constitution terms of technical know-how and investments from  ter
* Building of a new modern developed|  sources inside the country and abroad * Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
nation in accord with the new State | * The initiative to shape the national economy must be kept = Uplift of health, fitness and education
Constitution in the hands of the State and the national peoples standards of theentire nation

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt presses the button to drive bore-pile for construction of Hledan Rentre.

Prime Minister attends pile-driving for Hledan Centre || Traditional Medicine and

Y ancon, 23 DecN The bore pile-driving ceremony forNaing reported to the Prime Minister on data relating td the 1 1
Hledan Centre, jointly-constructed by the Department pfoject including location and area of the centre, gro#{j— Medlcal Equment

Human Settlement and Housing Development of the Mintesting, pile designing tasks, architectural design that ¢an EXhlblthn goes on
try of Construction and Asia World Co Ltd was held at theear earthquake, structures of floors, sewerage sy s . "
construction site at the junction of Pyay Road and Hiddamangements for electricity and communication, constrjc- YANGON, 23 Dec N TheFourth Myanmar Traditiona
Road in Kamayut Township, here, this morning, attendegtign tasks. Medicine and Medical Equipment Exhibition continugd
City Planning Supervisory Committee Chairman Prime After giving necessary instructions, the General |ifor the seveth day today at Tatmadaw Convention Cenfre
Minister General Khin Nyunt. spected the scale model of Hledan Centre. on U Wisara Road. o
Also present on the occasion were Yangon Division The centre on an area of 1.5 acre of land will be a §8- ©On display at the exhibition were the booths of the
Peace and Development Council Chairman Commandearey building. Two underground floors will have a ¢gMinistry of Health, Ministry of Forestry, Ministry o
Maj-Gen Myint Swe, ministers, the Yangon mayor, depupark which can accommodate 270 cars. Eight escalators |ufidustry-1 and Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation arjd
ministers, officials from the State Peace and Developmeetinstalled for offices, shops, restaurants, coffee shopsfphd? booths of private traditional medicine houses.
Council Office, departmental heads, the managing dirgch@alth care centres and garden restaurant on the firs| Eve Today, being a public holiday, more visitors includifig
of Asia World Co Ltd, officials and invited guests. floors. those from other townships studied the exhibition. It ill
At the auspicious time, Prime Minister formally operjed There will be apartments from the sixth floor to the 25] H:ontinue till 26 December from 9 am to 6 pm dAlJINA
the ceremony. After the CPSC Chairman had sprinkifidor. The building will have special security system,
scented water on the bore pile, the ceremony came to a clbage system, fire prevention system, sewerage system and Educatlon M|n|ster attends
The Prime Minister performed rituals of silver and golde2¥-hr electricity system. Three passenger lifts and jon

showers to mark the success of the ceremony. freight lift will be installed there. R openmg of mu|t|med|a C|aSS|’oomS
At the briefing hall, Managing Director U Tun Myint BMNA
of No 1 BEHS in Lewe

Y ancon, 23 DecRIMin- Next, Headmistress Daw
ister for Education U Thap Mya Sein presented the com-
Aung together with officials memorative pennant to the
concerned attended openingninister.
of multimedia classrooms of  Eighth grader Ma Phyu
No 1 Basic Education High Phyu Han, the headmistress
School (Myoma School) inand the Chairman of the
Lewe on 21 December morn-School Board of Trusteds
ing. Next, the minister, offii Pyuspoke words of thanks.
cialsandguestsviewedround Next, the minister ac-
classrooms of the school. | cepted K 500,000 donated by

Afterwards, opening of three wellwishers for sti-
the diamond jubilee com-pends, followed by the re-
memorative hall of the schoplspect-paying ceremony.
was held. Director-General Inthe afternoon, the min-
of No 2 Basic Education De-ister attended the ceremony
partment Lt-Col Win Htein| to hand over the new Shwe
the headmaster, the headm|isPyi Soe school building worth
tressand old studentsformallyK 27 million donated by U
opened the facility. Soe Tintand Daw Yin Nu for

Next, old students un-No 3 Basic Education Pri-
veiled the signboard of themary School in Mingalar
facility whereas the minister Ward, Pyinmana and un-
’\ﬂ)ﬁ\/ iled the stone inscriptionveiled the signboard of the

[l 2L

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt hears a report presented by Asia World Co Ltd Managing Director U Tun
Naing on construction of Hledan Centre with the use of a scale niddaia

of the facility. new building Director-Gen-

. H H eral Lt-Col Win Htein,
Minister inspects development tasks in Shan State (East) B wisher and the Chanman

Y ancon, 23 Dec N Min- | Mongpauk Road in Shanschool uniforms and exef-the ministry. During his tour, ing in Mongla. of SBT formally opened the
ister for Progress of BorderState (East). cise books. the minister also inspected When he arrived at dg-new building. Next, U Soe

Areas and National Races Afterwards, the ministe Later, the minister and the opium substitute planta-mestic science vocationalTint handed over the related
and Development Affairs went to the station hospitalparty inspected border areasion in Mongphyan and training school and rural af-documentto the director-gen-
Col Thein Nyunt on 21 De- in Mongpauk and fulfilled development office, agricul- Mongyan. He also discussedeas and national races devekral. Next, the minister pre-
cember morning inspectedthe needs. When he arrivedural office and communica- matters on regional develop-opment school in Kengtung,sented a certificate of honour
opium substitute rubber plan-at Mongpauk Basic Educa-tion office in Mongpauk and ment tasks and opium subthe minister attended to theto the wellwisher and spoke
tation along Pangsan-tionHigh School, he donatedmet with staff members of stitute cultivation and breed-needs of the schools. MNA | words of thanks.NlMNA




