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Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngan.

Four political objectives
* Stability of the State, community peace

and tranquillity, prevalence of law and
order

* National reconsolidation
* Emergence of a new enduring State

Constitution
* Building of a new modern developed

nation in accord with the new State
Constitution

Four economic objectives
* Development of agriculture as the base and all-round

development of other sectors of the economy as well
* Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic

system
* Development of the economy inviting participation in

terms of technical know-how and investments from
sources inside the country and abroad

* The initiative to shape the national economy must be kept
in the hands of the State and the national peoples

Four social objectives
* Uplift of the morale and morality of

the entire nation
* Uplift of national prestige and integrity

and preservation and safeguarding of
cultural heritage and national character

* Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
* Uplift of health, fitness and education

standards of the entire nation

(See page 9)

National brethren bound
by Union Spirit

Senior General Than Shwe,
 Chairman, State Peace and Development

Council,
Defence Services Commander-in-Chief

(From message sent to  the 46th Anniversary
Union Day)

In the Union of Myanmar where na-
tional races are residing, the culture, tradi-
tions and customs, language and social
systems may appear to be different but in
essence they are all based on the common
blood of Union kinship and Union Spirit
like a hundred fruits from a common stem.

Y ANGON, 29 Dec Ñ
Myanma Railways of the
Ministry of Rail Transporta-
tion commissioned a new
train into service of circular
rail system. The ceremony
was held on the platform-1
at Yangon Station here this
morning.

Maj-Gen Myint Swe,
Chairman of Yangon Divi-
sion Peace and Development
Council and Commander of
Yangon Command, attended
the ceremony.

Also present on the oc-
casion were Minister for RT
Maj-Gen Aung Min, Minis-
ter at the Prime MinisterÕs
Office Maj-Gen Thein Swe,
Chairman of Yangon City
Development Committee
and Mayor Brig-Gen Aung
Thein Lin, Deputy Minis-
ters for RT Thura U Thaung
Lwin and U Pe Than, direc-
tors-general and managing
directors of departments and
enterprises under the Minis-

New train introduced to circular rail system
try of RT, departmental
heads and officials.

Maj-Gen Aung Min ex-
plained matters related to the
use of the new train. He said
that the Head of State gave
guidance on improving the
rail service and the replace-
ment of imported engines
and carriages with those
renovated at home; that MR
is making efforts to translate
the guidance into reality; that
success has been made in the
renovation of DMU car-
riages as the first step and
four out of them are now in
use; and that rail buses had

also been produced success-
fully as the second step.

He added that the newly-
launched train has two en-
gines and four carriages. The
two engines were donated
by System Chubu Co Ltd of
Japan and Doh Pyi Tha En-
terprises Ltd through the
Prime Minister of the State.
The four carriages were de-
signed and built at MRÕs
Myitnge Carriage Factory.

The minister expressed
his thanks to the leaders of
the State, departments,
wellwishers and staff of MR
for their assistance rendered

to the promotion of the
Myanma rail sector and to
the drive for more conven-
ient service for the travelling
public.

Next, the commander,
the ministers, the mayor and
officials inspected the new
train. They also oversaw the
circular railroad on board the
new train. The engines and
carriages currently in use in
the circular rail system are
French-made engines and
Germany-made and China-
made carriages. The new
train has a seating capacity
of 664. Ñ MNA

Independence Day  commemorative
features on pages 6, 7 and 11.

Minister Maj-Gen
Aung Min addresses the
launching ceremony of

new train of the
Ministry of Rail

Transportation. Ñ MNA

Minister U Than Aung watches the performance of students at the opening of School Family Day Concert. Ñ MNA

Concert to mark School Family Day opened
YANGON, 29 DecÑThe

concert  to mark School
Family Day for 2003-2004

academic year was opened
at the National Theatre on
Myoma Kyaung Street here

at 2.30 pm today, attended
by Chairman of Leading
Committee for Organizing
the School Family Day Min-
ister for Education U Than
Aung.

Also present on the oc-
casion were Chairman of

Work Committee-1 for Or-
ganizing the School
Family Day Deputy
Minister for Education Col
Aung Myo Min, members
of the Leading Committee
directors-general and
chairmen of departments

and boards and officials, the
Township Education Offic-
ers, the schoolheads of ba-
sic education schools,
teachers, students and
guests.

First, Chairman of Work
Committee-1 for Organiz-

ing the School Family Day
Deputy Minister for Educa-
tion Col Aung Myo Min for-
mally opened the concert.

Next, the medallist stu-
dents of basic education
schools sang a song titled
Myanma School with the
accompaniment of the band
troupe of No 1 Basic Educa-
tion High School of Dagon
Township.

Next, music concert and
variety dances followed.
No 1 BEHS of Dagon
Township, No 2 BEHS of
Sangyoung Township,
No 2 BEHS of Dagon Town-
ship, No 5 BEHS of
Botahtaung Township, No
2 BEHS of Kamayut Town-
ship, No 3 Pre-primary
School of Social Welfare
Department, No 2 BEHS of
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PERSPECTIVES
* Oppose those relying on external

elements, acting as stooges, holding
negative views

* Oppose those trying to jeopardize
stability of the State and progress of
the nation

* Oppose foreign nations interfering in
internal affairs of the State

* Crush all internal and external
destructive elements as the common
enemy

PeopleÕs Desire

* Do not be frightened
whenever intimidated

* Do not be bolstered
whenever flattered

* Do not be softened
whenever appeased

All this needs to
be known

* Saving one gallon of fuel per car per month
will save the nation one US dollar

* Thus, a total of 455,822 cars in Myanmar can
save US$ 5.5 million in a year

* The amount, US $ 5.5 million, can build a
major bridge across Ayeyawady River

Efficient use of fuel

There are about 500,000 households using
electricity in Yangon. Thus, saving a four-foot
fluorescent lamp every day by each household
amounts to saving power that is equal to the
capacity a 20-megawatt power station can
supply.

Efficient use of electricity
* Use daylight as the main source of light

* Use the least possible amount of electricity
only if there is not enough natural light

* Use the least possible amount of electricity
required in production and service enter-
prises

* Preventing waste of electricity benefits the
user and others

 Yangon, capital of Myanmar, is politi-
cal, economic and social hub of the nation. It
is also the centre of international relations.

To see that the capital possesses charac-
teristics of the international capitals, the State
is constructing modern housing, high-rise
buildings, hotels, parks, super markets, new
roads, sidewalks and roundabouts in Yangon.

Kandawgyi Park and Zoological Gardens
are the pride of the capital. They are also the
centres for those in need of rest and relaxa-
tion. Therefore, the Government is upgrading
Kandawgyin Park and Zoological Gardens into
modern ones.

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt at-
tended the work coordination meeting on up-
grading of Kandawgyi Park and environs and
Zoological Gardens (Yangon) held at the Cen-
tral Symbol Zone in Kandawgyi Park on 14
December and made a speech.

In his speech the Prime Minister said
that committees have been formed to upgrade
Yangon to possess the characteristics of the
capitals of the world and to carry out all-round
upgrading tasks for Kandawgyi and Zoologi-
cal Gardens; and that  responsible personnel
of the respective committees are to exert ef-
forts with goodwill and duty consciousness for
the success of the respective sectors.

 Upgrading tasks of Kandawgyi Park
and Zoological Gardens (Yangon) are being
carried out simultaneously dividing four
zonesÑCentral Symbol Zone, Water Plaza,
Education Zone, Relaxation Zone and Central
Forest Zone.

Myanmar is a country with abundant
natural resources and it is required to develop
these natural resources with innovation and
diligence. By doing so in every sector, economic
life and living standard of the people can be
raised.

Some countries of the world today are
standing shoulder to shoulder with others and
enjoying prosperity by making the best use of
resources of their countries. Success and pros-
perity depends on efforts with innovation and
diligence.

 Responsible personnel at different lev-
els  are to exert their utmost efforts with the
determination to realize the goals of the re-
spective departments based on their techno-
logical know-how, experience, goodwill and
diligence in order to make the upgrading tasks
of Kandawgyi Park and Zoological Gardens
(Yangon) a success.

A centre of rest and
relaxation

The 57th Anniversary
Union Day objectives

Ñ for all national races to safeguard the na-
tional policyÑ non-disintegration of the
Union, non-disintegration of national soli-
darity and perpetuation of sovereignty

Ñ to keep the Union spirit ever alive and dy-
namic among the national people

Ñ for all national people to defend and safe-
guard the Union for its perpetual existence

Ñ to prevent, through national solidarity, the
danger of internal and external destructive
elements undermining peace and stability
of the State and national development, and

Ñ for all national races to make concerted ef-
forts for successful implementation of the
seven-point future policy programme.

YANGON, 29 Dec Ñ
National Serology Reference
Laboratory of Australia do-
nated laboratory and blood
bank equipment to the Min-
istry of Health at the Meet-
ing Hall of the National
Health Committee of the
Ministry of Health in
Pyihtaungsu Yeiktha Road
in Dagon Township here this
afternoon.
      Present on the occasion
were Minister for Health Dr
Kyaw Myint, directors-gen-
eral, director, medical super-

Laboratory equipment donated
intendents, Coordinator of
the National Serology Ref-
erence Laboratory Dr Thein
Thein Aye and officials.
      Dr Thein Thein Aye first
explained the purpose of the
donation and presented K
25 millionÕs worth of medi-
cal equipment to Minister
Dr Kyaw Myint, who then
presented a certificate of
honour. Later, Director-
General Dr Wan Maung of
the Health Department
spoke words of thanks.

MNA

Minister Dr Kyaw Myint accepts laboratory and blood
bank equipment donated by National Serology Reference

Laboratory of Australia. Ñ MNA

Deputy Minister Col Aung Myo Min presents prizes to
the winning team of basic education school level band

contest. Ñ MNA

YANGON, 29 DecÑ
Deputy Minister for Fi-
nance and Revenue Col
Hla Thein Swe together
with the director-general
of Internal Revenue De-
partment and the OSD to
the Ministry of Finance
and Revenue on 26 De-
cember arrived in Manda-
lay and inspected Manda-
lay Division ManagerÕs
Office of Myanma Eco-
nomics Bank, No 1, No 2
and No 3 Myanma Eco-
nomics Bank Branches
and Myanma Investment

MICB (upper Myanmar)
inspected

and Commercial Bank in
the morning and Mandalay
Division Revenue Depart-
ment of IRD, Township
Revenue Offices and Di-
rectorate of State Lottery
(Upper Myanmar) in the
afternoon and gave neces-
sary instructions.

At 3 pm, the deputy
minister met with depart-
mental personnel at the
meeting hall of Mandalay
Division Revenue Depart-
ment and gave necessary
instructions.

MNA

YANGON, 29 Dec Ñ
Marking the School Family
Day (2003-2004) of the Min-
istry of Education, the fourth
basic education school level
band contest continued to-
day. Also present were
Chairman of the work com-
mittee-1 for organizing the
School Family Day Deputy
Minister for Education Col
Aung Myo Min, directors-
general of the departments
under the ministry and offi-

Prizes presented for basic
education school level band contest

cials.
After the contest, the

prize-presentation ceremony
followed. Deputy Minister
Col Aung Myo Min, Direc-
tor-General of the Education
Planning and Training De-
partment U Bo Win and
Deputy Director-General U
Tun Hla and Director-Gen-
eral of No 3 Basic Education
Department U Aye Kyu pre-
sented prizes to winners.

 MNA

     YANGON, 29 Dec Ñ
Myanmar International
Freight Forwarders associa-
tion is reported to have
moved to Room No 10, 5th
floor, United Condo Tower

MIFFA moved to new address
(1), No 39, Ahlanpya Pagoda
Road, Dagon Township,
Yangon (Ph 380407, Fax
380043 and e-mail
miffa@myanmar.com.mm.).

NLM
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LONDON, 29 DecÑBritainÕs intelligence services ran a publicity campaign to gain support for sanctions and
the use of military force in Iraq, it has emerged.

British spies ÔmisledÕ media on Iraq

The Government confirmed at the
weekend that MI6 had organised Op-
eration Mass Appeal, a campaign to
plant stories in the media about Saddam
HusseinÕs weapons of mass destruction.

The revelation will create embar-
rassing questions for Tony Blair in the
run-up to the publication of the report by
Lord Hutton into the circumstances sur-
rounding the death of government weap-
ons expert David Kelly.  A senior offi-
cial admitted that MI6 had been at the
heart of a campaign launched in the late
1990s to spread information about
SaddamÕs development of nerve agents
and other weapons, but denied that it
had planted misinformation. ÒThere
were things about SaddamÕs regime and
his weapons that the public needed to
know,Ó the official said.

The admission followed claims by
Scott Ritter, a former US Marine who
led 14 inspection missions in Iraq, that

MI6 had recruited him in 1997 to help
with the propaganda effort. He described
meetings where the senior officer and at
least two other MI6 staff had discussed
ways to manipulate intelligence mate-
rial. ÒThe aim was to convince the pub-
lic that Iraq was a far greater threat than
it actually was,Ó Mr Ritter said last week.

Mr Ritter said he obtained approval
to co-operate from Richard Butler, then
executive chairman of the UN Special
Commission on Iraq Disarmament.

Mr Butler, now Governor of Tasma-
nia, said yesterday that he had no recol-
lection of this. He said he would not
have approved any operations falling
outside his disarmament mandate.
ÒWe have a choice with respect to Scott
Ritter,Ó Mr Butler said. ÒEither he was
misleading me when he worked for me
. . . or heÕs chosen to mislead the public
subsequently.

ÒHe robustly advised me that Iraq

retained unaccounted-for WMDs. I think
his advice then was correct.Ó

Mr Ritter resigned as a weapons
inspector in 1998, protesting that neither
US President Bill Clinton nor the UN
Security Council was taking the WMD
threat seriously enough. By 1999, how-
ever, he was claiming that Iraq had no
Òmeaningful WMD capabilityÓ and con-
stituted no threat.  Mr Butler said: ÒScott
has been all over the place, really. IÕve
given up trying to fathom why Scott has
been behaving as he has.Ó

Mr Ritter said last week that there
was evidence MI6 continued to use
propaganda tactics up to the invasion of
Iraq earlier this year. ÒStories ran in the
media about secret underground facili-
ties in Iraq and ongoing programmes (to
produce weapons of mass destruction),Ó
he said. ÒThey were sourced to Western
intelligence and all of them were
garbage.ÓÑInternet

San Jose man killed in
Iraq vehicle accident

SAN JOSE (Calif),  29 DecÑ An 18-year-old San Francisco
Bay area man has died in a non-combat vehicle accident in
Baghdad, the Defence Department said Sunday.

Army Spc Michael G Mihalakis was crushed Friday
when his Humvee flipped over at Baghdad Airport. Mihalakis
was a military policeman who went to Iraq with the Army
National Guard. The Pentagon identified him as being from
San Jose, where his family now lives, though he graduated
from Milpitas High School.

He was reportedly scheduled to return to the United
States in two weeks. KPIX television spoke Sunday with his
father, who said Mihalakis visited home three months ago
after his sister was hit by a car and went into a coma.

When she began to recover, Mihalakis returned to Iraq.
A sympathetic captain assigned him to the airport, MihalakisÕ
father said, instead of his prior job patrolling BaghdadÕs
streets.ÑInternet

BAGHDAD , 29 DecÑGuerillas detonated a powerful bomb in a busy Baghdad
shopping district on Sunday, killing a US  soldier and two Iraqi children, and another
US soldier died in an attack on a convoy west of the capital.

Iraq bomb blasts kill
two US soldiers

The ambushes came a day after coordi-
nated suicide bomb, mortar and machinegun
attacks in the holy city of Kerbala killed 19
people Ñ five Bulgarian and two Thai sol-
diers and 12 Iraqis Ñ the deadliest strike on
foreign troops since the capture of Saddam
Hussein.  The Baghdad attack, which tar-
geted US vehicles driving through the
Karada shopping area, wounded five Ameri-
can soldiers, eight members of the Iraqi
Civil Defence Corps and an Iraqi translator.

ÒA soldier from the 2nd Armoured Cav-
alry Regiment and two Iraqi children stand-
ing nearby were killed when the IED (im-
provised explosive device) detonated as a
convoy was passing,Ó military spokesman

Captain Jason Beck said. ÒAt this stage we
donÕt know how serious the injuries are.Ó

Beck said the explosion occurred at around
10:15 am (2:15 am EST) when the streets of
Karada, a bustling area of shops and stalls,
would have been crammed with people.

Northeast of the flashpoint town of Falluja,
another bomb attack on a convoy killed one
soldier from the 82nd Airborne Division and
wounded three, the US Army said.  The at-
tacks raised to 212 the number of US soldiers
killed in action since Washington declared
major combat over on 1 May. Attacks appear
to be continuing at a consistent pace despite
the capture of former dictator Saddam Hussein
on December 13.ÑInternet

BEIJING, 29 DecÑ A prestigious Chinese economist
expressed his belief here Saturday that the balanced devel-
opment of ChinaÕs rural and urban areas is expected to be
speeded up.

Li Yining, president of Beijing UniversityÕs Guanghua
School of  Management, said that the Third Plenary Session
of the 16th CPC Central Committee has provided guidelines
for the amelioration of the rural-urban and industrial-agri-
cultural gaps that have long existed in China.

Promoting a coordinated development of the rural and
urban areas will help raise farmersÕ income and push for-
ward all-round social progress, he noted.

ChinaÕs rural areas, which are home to the majority of its
population, have long lagged behind the urban areas in terms
of social and economic development.ÑMNA/Xinhua

Development of ChinaÕs rural,
urban areas to be more balanced

MEXICO CITY, 29 Dec Ñ
Mexico has become the most
dynamic country in world
trade as a result of its free
trade agreements with other
countries, the Economy
Ministry said on Saturday.

The ministry said that
over the past 10 years, the
North American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA) had
boosted MexicoÕs commer-
cial position.

The NAFTA was put into
effect on January 1, 1994.
After a decade of efforts,
Mexico is ranked now the
No. 7 exporter in the world
and the first in Latin America
as 46 per cent of the regionÕs
imports come from Mexico,
said the ministry.

The goal of the country
is to boost export since 2004
through its new strategy to
apply Òthe full capacityÓ of
every free trade agreement.

MexicoÕs agreements
with 33 countries have made
it the country with the larg-
est number of free trade
agreements.

MNA/Xinhua

Mexico appears to
be most dynamic

state in world
trade

South Korean President names
three new Cabinet ministers

SEOUL, 29 DecÑ South Korean President Roh Moo-hyun appointed three new
Cabinet ministers on Sunday in a bid to curb criticism of his administration ahead of
a  parliamentary election in April.

The shake-up follows the replacement
of the education and commerce chiefs ear-
lier this month and comes amid a political
fund-raising scandal involving several of
RohÕs aides.

ÒPresident Roh expects these changes to
his Cabinet to pave the way for his adminis-
tration to proceed better with key policies in

the New Year,Ó RohÕs adviser for personnel
affairs  said in a televised briefing.

Roh named a member of the central bank
monetary policy board, Kim Byung-il, 58, to
replace Budget Minister Park Bong-heum.
Park was named as the new director-general
for policy planning in the PresidentÕs
Office.Ñ MNA/Reuters

Over four million cross Mainland-HK
boundary during  XÕmas

HONG KONG, 29 DecÑ About 4.1 million people crossed
the land boundary checkpoints to and from the Chinese Main-
land during the Christmas holiday, an increase of 5.8 per cent
over the same period last year, statistics from the Immigration
Department of Hong Kong showed Sunday.

During the period from December 19 to December 26,
the number of departing passengers reached a peak of
342,000 on December 25, while the peak of arrivals was on
December 26, with 290,000 people returning to Hong Kong.
The highest daily flow reached 560,000 on December 24.

The department said the increase was mainly contributed
to the rise of Mainland visitors with the introduction of the
Mainland Individual Visit Scheme in July. It said about
86,000 Mainland visitors under the scheme crossed the bound-
ary to Hong Kong during the holiday. Ñ MNA/Xinhua

An Iraqi family injured in yesterdayÕs attack sits on a bed at al-Husseiniyah hospital in
Karbala, Iraq on 28 Dec, 2003. Suicide bombers and assailants with mortars and

grenade launchers blasted two coalition military bases and the governorÕs office in
Karbala on Saturday killing six coalition soldiers, six Iraqi police officers and a civilian

and wounding at least 172 people.ÑI NTERNET

An Iraqi peers out onto the street as a US Army soldier of 1st Battalion takes his
position during a patrol in Tikrit, Iraq, on 27 Dec, 2003. ÑI NTERNET
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Presidential candidate Edwards
defends vote against $87b for Iraq

Edwards, a Democratic candidate
for President, told ÒFox News SundayÓ
his vote was meant to tell the Bush
administration that its policy of going it
alone in Iraq was not working and
needed to be changed.

And he says he would have voted
that way even if the measureÕs passage
depended on him. Such a scenario, he
said, would have brought administra-
tion officials back to Congress with a
more detailed plan for IraqÕs future.
He also said the Senate could have
then forced them to involve other
nations in a broader international
effort.

ÒThis was not a show vote,Ó said
Edwards, who represents North Caro-
lina. ÒI did what I believed needed to be

done to change this administrationÕs
policy in Iraq. And it did then, and still
does now, need to be changed.

Pressed on whether he would have
cast the equivalent of a vote of Òno
confidenceÓ in the president and sent
that message around the world in the
middle of the war, Edwards said he
would have.

ÒThe policy this administration was
pursuing in Iraq was not working,Ó he
said. ÒIt needed to be changed. And I
wanted to say absolutely clearly that it
needed to be changed.Ó

Without naming anyone, Edwards
said some of his rivals for the Demo-
cratic nomination were happy to go on
merely criticizing the administrationÕs
policy, but that he wanted to make a

stand.
ÒThis was our chance to step up and

say with this vote what our position
was,Ó he said. ÒAnd I thought all of that
criticism was just words, if I werenÕt
willing to vote to support it, which is
what I did.Ó

Congress passed the $87 billion bill
in October, and Bush signed it on 6
November.

Among other candidates for the
Democratic nomination, Senator
John Kerry of Massachusetts and Rep-
resentative Dennis Kucinich  of Ohio
voted against BushÕs spending request.

Senator Joe Lieberman of Connecti-
cut and Rep. Dick Gephardt of
Missouri voted in favor.

Internet

PADUCAH , 29 DecÑ The family of a western Kentucky
soldier says Army Specialist D J Bennett was among
those injured in a series of suicide bombings this week-
end in Iraq.

Sonya Fields says she received a call from her son
yesterday morning as he lay in a Baghdad hospital bed
waiting to go into surgery.

Suicide bombers and assailants with mortars and gre-
nade launchers blasted two coalition military bases and the
governorÕs office in the Shiite Muslim holy city of Karbala
yesterday. It was the biggest rebel attack since Saddam
Hussein was captured December 13th, killing 19 and wound-
ing nearly 200.

The 23-year-old Bennett suffered shrapnel wounds to
his right leg, left arm and head. He is a member of the 194th
Military Police Company, 101st Airborne Division based at
Fort Campbell.ÑInternet

Kentucky MP injured in
Iraq car bombing

Five people, including Atia, were
wounded in the attack.

Near Mahmudiya, south of Baghdad,
gunmen opened fire on a car carrying for-
eign contractors working with the Ministry
of Electricity, killing two Iraqi security
guards, police said. A British official said a
British contractor was shot in the leg in the
attack and was recovering in hospital.

Officials cooperating with occupying
forces have been frequently targeted by guer-
rillas. On 24 December a car bomb at the
Arbil interior ministry building killed four
people.

A prominent lawyer working with coali-
tion officials was shot dead outside his home
in the northern city of Mosul on Friday,

police said, a day after a tribal leader and
member of a US-appointed local council was
assassinated in the city.

Continuing an offensive aimed at stifling
widespread guerrilla assaults, US troops
seized 10 people in overnight raids in Baquba,
site of recent attacks against them.

A US officer said the detainees had joined
pro-Saddam rallies in the city, 38 miles north
of Baghdad.

A spokeswoman for the US 4th Infantry
Division said raids north of the capital had
netted about 300 rockets, similar to weapons
guerrillas used to pound Baghdad hotels and
embassies in attacks that sowed fear across
the city on Christmas Day.

Internet

BEIJING, 29 Dec Ñ Mem-
bers of the Standing Com-
mittee of the National Peo-
pleÕs Congress (NPC), Chi-
naÕs top legislature, attended
a lecture Saturday to learn
about issues concerning for-
eign trade legislation.

Wu Bangguo, chairman
of the NPC Standing Com-
mittee, presided over the lec-
ture.

Wu told the legislators
that the draft of the amend-
ments to the Foreign Trade
Law will be handed to the
NPC Standing Committee
for discussion. He said that
he hoped the lecture could
help them better understand
legislation concerning for-
eign trade.

Dr Shen Sibao, the lec-
turer, from the Foreign Trade
and Economic Cooperation
University, spoke on a
number of main aspects of
Foreign Trade Law.

MNA/Xinhua

Chinese
legislators
lectured  on
foreign trade
law

Yet another Bulgarian
soldier dies in Iraq

SOFIA, 29 DecÑOne more soldier from the Bulgarian
battalion in Iraq has died. This was announced by Deputy Defence
Minister Ilko Dimitrov.

The man was identified as Lieutenant Nikolay Anguelov
Saruev.

On Saturday, four other soldiers from BulgariaÕs unit in
the Iraqi city were killed in several attacks, two of them
against BulgariansÕ camps. The bombers also targeted the
municipality building.

Dozens of other soldiers from the coalition forces in
Karbala were wounded, 27 of them Bulgarians. Earlier on
Sunday, it was reported that seven of the Bulgarian soldiers
were in very bad condition.ÑInternet

China to amend solid waste
pollution prevention law

BEIJING, 29 Dec Ñ The sixth session of the Standing
Committee of the 10th National PeopleÕs Congress (NPC)
Saturday approved a proposal submitted by the NPCÕs
Environment and Resources Protection Committee on amend-
ing the Solid Waste Pollution Prevention Law.

The NPCÕs Environment and Resources Protection Com-
mittee holds the view that electronic waste pollution has
turned out to be a serious problem in China, along with the
countryÕs high-gear economic development and the more
frequent use of electronic products.

 The committee predicts that a total of 14 million TV
sets, computers, washing machines and refrigerators, as
well as other kinds of household appliances, will be dis-
carded annually in the coming years nationwide.

Household electrical appliances often contain environ-
mentally-  unfriendly materials. If abandoned household
appliances are directly buried or burned, the air, soil or water
may be severely polluted.

MNA/Xinhua

COTONOU (Benin),29 DecÑ Fifteen UN peacekeepers from Bangladesh were among
at least 133 people killed last Thursday when an airliner nose-dived into the Benin coast,
BangladeshÕs Defence Ministry said on Saturday.

UN peacekeepers killed in Benin crash

 Four bodies were pulled from the surf
in the poor West African country on Satur-
day morning by locals and Lebanese divers
aiding search efforts as 15 survivors flown
to Lebanon were rushed to hospital in Bei-
rut.

 BeninÕs Foreign Minister said there had
been 151 passengers on the Beirut-bound
flight, which crashed moments after take-
off from BeninÕs main city Cotonou, and he
told the Arabic Asharq al-Awsat newspaper
the death toll had reached 133. Relatives in
Beirut, torn between relief and sadness,

gathered at the airport to meet some of the
lucky few who survived the disaster.

ÒWe donÕt know whether to be happy or
sad. Those who died were all our children,Ó
said a relative of survivor Khodor Farhat.
ÒEven KhodorÕs return is not what we wanted.
He is back on a stretcher.Ó

 LebanonÕs Foreign Minister Jean Obeid
said at least 110 of the dead were Lebanese
nationals, members of long-standing, thriving
communities in West Africa who had been
heading home for end of year festivities.

 MNA/Reuters

ÒGrandfather FrostÓ and ÒSnow MaidenÓ from northwest Russia bless the local people at the
Tverskaya Square of Moscow on 27 December. ÒGrandfather FrostÓ and ÒSnow MaidenÓ
are characters of Russian fairy tales and the annual ceremony of welcoming ÒGrandfather

FrostÓ marks the beginning of New YearÕs celebrations in Moscow.ÑI NTERNET

A woman walks past the
engine block of a car on
28 December, 2003 that
landed in a street near
a police station hit by a
bomb on 27 December.
SaturdayÕs attacks in

the holy city of Kerbala
wounded 37 soldiers,

including five
Americans, and at least

80 Iraqis.
INTERNET

BAGHDAD , 29 DecÑIn the Kurdish city of Arbil in northern Iraq, gunmen killed three
bodyguards of Jawamer Atia, deputy director-general of security at the local interior
ministry, during a bid to assassinate him on Sunday, the cityÕs police chief said.

Iraqi officials targeted in Arbil

WASHINGTON , 29 DecÑ Senator John Edwards said Sunday that his vote against President BushÕs request for
an additional $87 billion to support U.S. troops in Iraq  and rebuilding the country was not just for show.
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CONTINUING RESISTANCE AGAINST US TROOPS

Iraqi boys check out a car that was overrun by a US tank in the town of Samarra,

Iraq, Sunday, on 28 Dec, 2003.ÑINTERNET

Iraqi police and US Army troops look at the burned remains of a car in which four
people were killed in the northern city of Mosul, on 27 December, 2003.

INTERNET

Bulgarian soldiers stand guard in front of their bombed out base in Karbala, Iraq, Sunday,
on 28 Dec, 2003. Suicide bombers and assailants with mortars and grenade launchers
blasted two coalition military bases and the governor's office on Saturday killing six

coalition soldiers, six  Iraqi police officers and a civilian and wounding at least
172 people. Ñ INTERNET

An Iraqi sifts for his belongings through the debris of his house in Karbala

on 27 December.ÑINTERNET

A member of US special forces stands guard at a police station hit by a bomb yester-
day in the Iraqi city of Kerbala on 28 December, 2003. Saturday's attacks in the holy

city of Kerbala killed 6 foreign coalition troops, wounded 37 soldiers,
including five Americans, and at least 80 Iraqis.ÑINTERNET

A US Army

Apache helicop-

ter flies over a

Humvee vehicle

while searching

an area in the

wake of a fatal

bomb attack in

the Iraqi capital

of Baghdad on

28 December,

2003. Guerillas

detonated a

powerful bomb

in a busy

Baghdad

shopping district

on Sunday,

killing a US

soldier.

INTERNET
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Irrigation facilities to boost crop yield
Hailing the 56th Anniversary Independence Day:

Myanmar is a country
rich in water resource. The
magnitude of water flowing
in Ayeyawady, Chindwin,
Sittaung and Thanlwin riv-
ers plus other small rivers
and creeks in Myanmar are
over 870 million acre feet.
As the availability of under-
ground water and rain water
is great, water can be sup-
plied sufficiently for agri-
cultural purpose.

Since the time of kings,
the people of Myanmar have
had knowledge about irriga-
tion and water storage tech-
nique with the use of dams
and reservoirs. In the time of
King Anawrahta of Bagan

Era in the AD 11th century,
irrigation facilities were con-
structed in nine districts.

It can be studied in
Myanma history that under
the reign of King Anawrahta,
Kinta dam, Nganaingthin
dam, Pyaungpya dam and
Gume dam were constructed
near Panlaung river; and
Nwatet dam, Kunhse dam
and Gudaw dam near
Makkhaya river. Thintwe
dam, Hsetaw dam and
Ngakyi dam were also con-
structed in Bagan Era.
Myakantha dam, constructed
in the time of King
Kyansittha, can now be seen
near Mount Tuywin in

Myint Wai HlaingMyint Wai HlaingMyint Wai HlaingMyint Wai HlaingMyint Wai Hlaing

52 Taungnawin (Paukkhaung) 62500
53 Mone Creek (Tatkon) 4850
54 Chaungkauk (Pyawbwe) 11500
55 Natmauk (Natmauk) 36000
56 Zamaniinn (Thanlyin) 1000
57 Koesekoe Lake (Yinmabin) 9900
58 Yinwah (Kawthoung water supply) -
59 Sittoung River (Ottwin) 7000
60 Yeni (Tatkon) 4200
61 Panhline (Nayungdon) 20000
62 Lephyu (Yemethin) 6200
63 Yaybok Creek (Yemathin) 450
64 Taungnyo (Nattalin) 50000
65 Myingyan River Water-pumping

station (Myingyan) 4000
66 Myaukpinle (Myingyan) 3000
67 Shwenattaung (Mawlamyine) 400
68 Shwepyi-3 (Bago) 1250
69 Htanzalok (Monywa) 2000
70 Myakan (NyaungU) 200
71 Hsintewa (Taungtha) 3800
72 Kintat (Kyunhla) 150000
73 Kanthaya (Gwa) 150
74 Bankon (Taungdwingyi) 2000
75 Zaungtu (Bago) 36250
76 Pathi (Toungoo) 4000
77 Sunkan (Taungtha) 4703
78 Sunkan (Taungtha) 4703
79 Yaw Creek No 2 (Pauk) 1794
80 Zawgyi (Yatsauk) 110000
81 Nakathu Diversion Weir (Ingapu) 1000
82 Mezali Sluice gate (Nyaungdon) 20000
83 Taungtha (Taungtha) 2000
84 Dawtacha (Bawlakhe) 1000
85 Myaukyama (Yinmabin) 1000
86 Ngamway Creek (Phyu) 500
87 Yaytho (Ottwin) 2000
88 Hoomon (Lashio) 843
89 Hsaddam (Myothit) 10000
90 Zalathtaw (Bago) 2000
91 Welaung (Taungtha) 2000
92 Pinchaung (Kyaukpadaung) 5000
93 Manchaung (Ngape) 47500
94 Hsinthay (Tatkon) 32400
95 Bawni (DaikU) 6000
96 Wataw Sluice gate (Maubin) 15000
97 Sitha Dam (PyinOoLwin) 250
98 Mazin Dam (Bago) 650
99 Thabyayyo Dam (Wandwin) 3136

100 Ngamin Dam (Taungdwingyi) 4000
101 Wegyi Dam (Paungde) 45000
102 Hsinthay Diversion Weir (Tatkon) 32400
103 Nyaungkaing (Padaung) 3000
104 Htani embankment (Maubin) 15000
105 Taungyama (Myaing) 7000
106 Ziphyugon Sluice gate (Twantay) 7500
107 Zitaw (Ngwahtogyi) 4000

1 Natmaw (Shwetuang) 8000
2 Sinkuchaunggaung Okpo 1500
3 Kinpuntaung (Taungdwingyi) 5000
4 Salaypakhannge (Chauk) 5400
5 Durigabo (Aunglan) 10400
6 Kintar (Kyaukse) 201500
7 Thaphan Creek (Pyawbwe) 1200
8 Ahzin (Mudon) 3000
9 Lower Myanmar Sabah-2

(Bogale/Labutta/Maubin) 183421
10 Latyatma (Myaung) 750
11 Zedi (Tamu) 845
12 Watshu (Tamu) 702
13 Underground water-1

(Monywa/ChaungU/Budalin) 22935
14 Shwetaung (Shwetaung) 1200
15 Bok Creek (Myothit) 500
16 Pwetha (Aunglan) 1000
17 Thigyuauk (Pauk) 1250
18 Nwekhwe (ChaungU) 1250
19 Tonekyaw (Tamu) 462
20 Taungmauk (Padaung water supply) -
21 Myaing Creek (Myaing) 1000
22 Kansoonma (Wunchaung & Seikphyu) 675
23 Kyauktalon (Taungtha) 2000
24 Taunglonmyaung (Hlegu) 300
25 YeU irrigation facility project

(YeU/Ayadaw) 121000
26 Taungnawin embankment

(Paukkhoung) 4500
27 Tuangkayan (Gangaw) 5000
28 Hsin Creek (Yesakyo) 1000
29 Samon (Thazi) 12000
30 Soonlun (Myingyan) 2500
31 Kintha (Tatkon) 2000
32 Wapa (Thaton) 2400
33 Coco Island (Water supply) -
34 Laivar (Falam) 500
35 Minye (Ottwin) 200
36 Kyibin (Padaung water supply) -
37 Mataukta (Pyay) 12520
38 Seikphutaung (Toungoo) 2000
39 Kanni (Toungoo) 2000
40 Taungpinle (Myingyan) 2300
41 Chaungkauk (Pyawbwe) 2500
42 Dokwin (PyinOoLwin) 300
43 Thatdaw (Thazi) 2500
44 Bilin (Bilin) 3000
45 Gyogyakwin (Taungup) 150
46 Bantbwaygon (Kyauktan) 300
47 Tabuhla (Taikkyi) 4000
48 Ngamoyeik (Hlegu) 70000
49 Natmauk Diversion Weir (Natmauk) 500
50 Thazi (Monywa) 1500
51 Tabuhla (Taikkyi) 52000

Sr No Irrigation facalities Benefited
acerage

The extended reclama-
tion of cultivable land and
the sufficient supply of irri-
gation water are inter-related.
Therefore, measures are be-
ing taken systematically for
their correlation. Apart from
it, irrigation facilities, river
water pumping projects and
underground water tapping
projects were also imple-
mented.

The number of com-
pleted irrigation facilities in
respective states and divi-
sions after 1988 are: two in
Kayah State, one in Kayin
State, one in Chin State, 15
in Sagaing Division, one in
Taninthayi Division, 38 in
Bago Division, 26 in
Magway Division, 39 in
Mandalay Division, 6 in Mon
State, 4 in Rakhine State, 13
in Yangon Division, two in
Shan State, and seven in
Ayeyawady Division.

In addition to the imple-
mentation of river water
pumping projects and under-
ground water tapping
projects,  tube-wells and
hand-pumped wells were
also dug in regions where
underground water can be
tapped.

A total of 265 river wa-
ter pumping projects Ñ 83
projects using electricity and
182 diesel-powered ones Ñ
have been implemented
throughout the country.  They
can benefit 282,108 acres of
farmland.

The number of diesel-
powered river water pump-
ing projects are: two in
Kachin State, 39 in Sagaing
Division, two in Taninthayi
Division, 35 in Bago Divi-
sion, 28 in Magway Divi-

sion, 54 in Mandalay Divi-
sion, four in Mon State, one
in Rakhine State, eight in
Yangon Division, and nine
in Ayeyawady Division.

The number of projects
by means of electricity are:
one in Kayah State, one in
Kayin State, one in Sagaing
Division, 20 in Bago Divi-
sion, 16 in Magway Divi-
sion, 16 in Mandalay Divi-
sion, seven in Yangon Divi-
sion, and 13 in Ayeyawady
Division. As for under-
ground water tapping
projects, a total of 4,616 tube-
wells and 2,862 hand-
pumped wells were com-
pleted and both are now ben-
efiting 90,302 acres of farm-
land. Achievements have
been made in a short time in
the construction of irrigation
facilities as well as in the
implementation of river wa-
ter pumping projects owing
to the concerted efforts of
the Government, the people
and departmental staff.

As a result, Myanmar
received Outstanding Engi-
neering Award 2002 for irri-
gation projects presented by
the ASEAN Engineering
Federation. That award was
presented at the 20th ASEAN
Federation Meeting held in
Cambodia from 2 to 4 Sep-
tember. There are 45 million
acres of cultivable land in
Myanmar. Of them, just over
22 million are in use. There-
fore, efforts are under way to
reclaim wetlands and vacant
land virgin lands from the
remaining 23 million acres
so as to ensure local con-
sumption and enhance ex-
port.

(See page 7)

Bagan-NyaungU till today.
In constructing irriga-

tion facilities from the time
of Myanma kings, a total of
69 facilities had been built
in Myanmar up to 1962 and
the benefited acreage stood
at 0.85 million. Another 69
irrigation facilities were also
constructed during the pe-
riod from 1962 to 1988, with
benefited acreage of 0.48
million.

The number of irriga-
tion facilities completed dur-
ing the period from 1988 to
this date in the time of the
Tatmadaw Government
reached 155.

These facilities are now
supplying water to 2,110,219
acres of farmland. The Gov-
ernment built these 155 irri-
gation facilities at a cost of
K 67861.15 million.

Hsinthay dam was
opened on 3-1-1999 to
irrigate 32400 acres of

farmland in Tatkon
Township, Yamethin
Distict, Mandalay

Division.
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Measures are being
taken to annually cultivate
monsoon paddy on 14 mil-
lion acres of land and sum-
mer paddy on 4 million acres
totalling 18 million acres.
Targets have also been set to
obtain an average yield of
100 baskets per acre.

As the Government is
giving encouragement to
cultivation of pepper, oil
palm, Thitseint, rubber and
tea plants, businessmen on
their part come to expand
their farm work more and
more.

Everyone who has a
house compound and farm
should grow pepper.
Myanma Agricultural Serv-
ice sells pepper saplings at
fair prices and also provides
agricultural techniques.

Although pepper grows
well in humid and rainy
zones, they can also be grown
in arid zones if there is wa-
ter. Pepper is grown in
Yangon Division,
Ayeyawady Division, Mon
State, Taninthayi Division,
Kayin State, Rakhine State,
Chin State and Bago Divi-
sion. They are also grown in
the remaining states and di-
visions on a commercial
scale.

The crop that has be-
come popular these days is
oil palm. With the growing

population of consumers and
increasing demand in the
world market, cultivation of
oil palm has become wide-
spread in Myanmar. Edible
oil is produced from oil palm.
Over 600 viss of edible oil
can be obtained from one
acre of oil palm.

Now, Kachin State,
Kayin State, Mon State and
Ayeyawady Division grow
oil palm on a commercial
scale. Oil palm, a perennial
tree, thrives in Myanmar es-
pecially in areas which get
an average annual rainfall of
80 inches. Thitseint tree
(belleric myrobalan) can be
grown in Myanmar on a com-
mercial scale.

Thitseint trees on an acre
produces around 300 viss of
edible oil a year. Plans are
well under way to annually
plant 4.9 million Thitseint
trees from 2002 until 2006
under the five-year plan in
the entire nation. And ar-
rangements are being made
for planting over 2.5 million
Thitseint trees in Magway
Division and Sagaing Divi-
sion annually. Since con-
suming Thitseint oil can cure
some 20 diseases, a large
number of Thitseint trees
should be planted in the na-
tion.

Efforts are being made
for boosting per acre yield of
jute reaching up to 700 viss.

The most popular jute strains
are BC 99 and BO 23.

The planting of rubber,
a perennial tree, is being ex-
tended. Measures are being
taken to meet 1,000 pounds
of rubber as per acre yield.

Now, the planting of tea
becomes popular in the agri-
cultural sector. Tea is mainly
planted in Kayin State, Chin
State, Sagaing Division and
Shan State. Among them,
Chin State is blessed with
favourable conditions to
plant tea and thus systematic
measures are being taken to
make Chin State the tea gar-
den of the nation.

The ten major crops Ñ
paddy, cotton, sugarcane,
maize, groundnut, sesamum,
sunflower, black pulse, pi-
geon pea, green gram and
pigeon pea Ñ are being cul-
tivated.

These crops thrive well
in the nation and contribute
much towards food suffi-
ciency. Besides, per acre
yield of these crops can be
boosted remarkably.

The targeted per acre
yield of paddy is 100 bas-
kets. So, such monsoon
paddy strains as Manaw-
thukha, Hsintheingi, Ayeya-
min, Emahtasaw, Shwe-
thweyin, Theehtatyin, MR-
9 and Yayhsin Lonthwe
Emahta are to be cultivated
on the irrigated areas.

Shwethweyin, Theeh
tatyin, Emahtasaw,
Thukhayin, Yayhsin
Lonthwe, Yayhsin hybrid
paddy strains are to be culti-
vated as monsoon paddy.
Kyawzeya, Manaw-thukha,
Hmawby-1, Hmaw-by-2,
Ayeyamin monsoon paddy
strains are grown in rain-fed
areas.

And, Htatyin,
Shwethweyin, MR-9 and
Yayhsin Lonthwe strains are
designated as summer paddy.
For highlands, Hsin Ekari 3,
Hsinshwewah, Yadana Aung
and Yayhsin strains are des-
ignated as monsoon paddy
and Hsin Ekari-3, Yadana
Aung and Yayhsin-3 as sum-
mer paddy.

The targeted per acre
yield of black gram is 20
baskets. So, Yayhsin 2, 3, 4
and 5 strains of black gram
should be chosen.

Per acre yield of green
gram is targeted at 20 baskets,
and Kywechan Dinga,

108 Kangyigon (Pyay) 1400
109 Rahinekwin Dam (Gwa) 150
110 Kungyangon (Kungyangon) 21400
111 Thekaw Dam 12000
112 Thittatkon (Myinttha) 5000
113 Kyatmauk and Ledi

embankment  (Myaing) 1200
114 Ponemakyi Dam (Mahlaing) 500
115 Myotha Dam (Ngazun) 1500
116 Nankathu Dam (Ingapu) 14000
117 Moemakha Sluice gate (Twantay) 40000
118 Laytaingsin Dam (Yaynangyaung) 1000
119 Yanpai Dam (Taungdwingyi) 10000
120 Shankaing sluice gate (Waw) 25000
121 Thaphanseik Dam (Kyunhla) 500000
122 Winphanon (Mudon) 13000
123 Sun Creek Dam (Myothit) 7000
124 Palin Dam (Myothit) 2000
125 Salin Dam (Salin) 33000
126 Kyauktalon Supporting Dam (Taungtha) 2000
127 Swa Creek Dam (Yaydashe) 35000
128 Lagunpyin Dam (Hlegu) 22000
129 Kyaybinat Dam (Kantbalu) 8000
130 Thonze Dam (Thayawady) 50000
131 Paingkyon Sluice gate (Kawa) 30000
132 Loinampha Dam (Demawhso) 2150
133 Bawbin Dam (Gyobingauk) 30000
134 Kantin Bilin Dam (Bago) 25000
135 Baingda Dam (DaikU) 46700
136 Zaikkaye Dam (Thaton) 20000
137 Naga Dam (Yaynangyaung) 1000
138 Phaungkataw Dam (Ngazun) 2000
139 Kyintha Dam (Mahlaing) 500
140 Hinywet Dam (Water supply) -
141 Hsinlan Dam (PyinOoLwin) 500
142 Tawa Sluice gate (Thanatpin) 32000
143 Ahlineni Dam (Bago) 10000
144 Kalihtaw (Hlegu) 9000
145 Kawliya (DaikU) 24500
146 Gamone Dam (Okpo) 15000
147 Minhla Dam (Okpo) 15000
148 Seinpanmyaing Dam (Hlinebwe) 100
149 Yanaungmyin Dam (Leway) 3000
150 Natthataw Dam (Nganzun) 1500
151 Chaungmagyi (Myohla) Dam 3000
152 Thinpon Dam (Mahlaing) 7636
153 Bwetgyi Dam (Aunglan) 10000
154 Mahuya Dam (Hlegu) (Water supply) -
155 Latpan Dam (Myinmu) 2500

1 Kachin - - 2 850 2 850
2 Kayah 1 3000 - - 1 3000
3 Kayin 1 1500 - - 1 1500
4 Sagaing 9 32020 39 35858 48 67878
5 Taninthayi - - 2 200 2 200
6 Bago 20 30800 35 21532 55 52432
7 Magway 16 62786 28 9315 44 72101
8 Mandalay 16 20593 54 23697 70 44290
9 Mon - - 4 1400 4 1400

10 Rakhine - - 1 400 1 400
11 Yangon 7 21000 8 1430 15 22430
12 Ayeyawady 13 4925 9 10700 22 15627

          Total 83 176626 182 105482 265 282108

No State/Division

Electric pumping
station

Diesel pumping
station

Total

Quality Quality QualityAcre Acre Acre

River water pumping projects implemented by Water Resources
Utilization Department

Shwedinga, Yayhsin 4 and
Yayhsin 3 green gram strains
are suitable to meet the target.

The targeted per acre
yield of pedisein is 25 bas-
kets.

The targeted per acre
yield of maize is 80 baskets.
The Seeds Committee has
recommended Ekari,
Yayhsin hybrid 3 and
Yayhsin hybrid 5 maize
breeds for highlands and
Shwewah 1, Suwan 3,
Yayhsin hybrid 2, 3, 4 and 5
for the plains.

The target of groundnut
per acre yield is 50 baskets.
The most suitable groundnut
strains are Hsinpadetha 5, 6
and 7.

The sesamum per acre
yield is 20 baskets, and the
most suitable strains are
Hsinyadana 3, 4 and 5.

The targeted per acre
yield of sunflower is 50 bas-
kets, and Yayhsin hybrid 1
and Hsinshwekya 2 strains
are the most suitable ones.

The targeted per acre
yield of sugarcane is 30 tons,
and Nawaday 1 and 2 strains

are suitable for the regions
that can get only a little rain-
fall and Pyinmana 4, 5 and 6
strains for the regions that
can get sufficient rainfall.

And, the targeted per
acre yield of cotton is 400
viss, and the farmers are to
choose LRA 5166, NCU (9),
NCU (4) strains.

Water resources are
abundant in Myanmar and
they are therefore systemati-
cally exploited for greater
success in the agricultural
sector.

During the time of the
State Peace and Develop-

ment Council, dam construc-
tion projects, river water
pumping projects and under-
ground water tapping
projects are being imple-
mented systematically. Con-
sequently, now even arid
zones can get sufficient wa-
ter. Now, irrigation facilities
provide adequate water to
the farmlands.

These are fruitful results
gained thanks to the com-
bined and united endeavours
of the State and the people.

***
(Translation:

KTY + MS + ST)

Yaybudalin river water pumping project in Khochaung region
in Budalin Township.
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Shan State
(South) PDC
ChairmanÕs

Trophy soccer
YANGON, 29 Dec Ñ The

sixth Shan State Peace and
Development Council Chair-
manÕs Trophy Basic Educa-
tion Primary School and Mid-
dle School soccer tournament
and the closing ceremony of
Shan State (South) Basic
Education School sports fes-
tival  were held at Taunggyi
in Shan State (South) on 25
December afternoon.

It was attended by Chair-
man of Shan State PDC,
Commander of Eastern Com-
mand Maj-Gen Khin Maung
Myint and wife, Deputy
Commander Col Win Myint
and senior military officers
and others. In the final match,
Pinlaung Township beat
Hsihseng Township. After-
wards, prize presentation cer-
emony followed. Ñ MNA

YANGON, 29 Dec Ñ The
Myanma Ceramics Indus-
tries of the Ministry of In-
dustry-1 organized a coordi-
nation meeting to discuss
matters related to the quality
control of cement plants. The
meeting took place at the

Quality control of cement plants coordinated
meeting hall of high-quality
fire brick factory operated
by MCI in Insein Township
here this morning, with an
address by U Aung Thaung,
Minister for Industry-1.

Present at the meeting
were Deputy Minister Brig-

Gen Kyaw Win, directors-
general and managing di-
rectors of departments and
industries, engineers and
officials. After addressing

the meeting, the minister
heard reports on the pur-
pose of holding the coordi-
nation meeting. Later, the
minister inspected the ce-

ment samples of Thayet,
Kyangin, Hpa-an, Hsinmin,
AAA and Tiger Head ce-
ment plants.

 MNA

Information Minister receives guests
YANGON, 29 Dec Ñ Min-

ister for Information Brig-
Gen Kyaw Hsan received
visiting six-member delega-
tion led by Laotian Minister
of Information and Culture
Mr Phandouangchit Vongsa
this morning at his office on
Theinbyu Road.

Also present at the call
were Deputy Minister Brig-

Gen Aung Thein, Ambassa-
dor of the Lao PeopleÕs
Democratic Republic Mr
Chanthavy Bodhisane, the
directors-general and man-
aging directors, the officer
on special duty and officials.

They discussed matters
on bilateral cooperation in
media.

 MNA

Laotain I & C Minister calls
on Culture Minister

Marijuana and heroin seized in
Mayangon, Muse

YANGON, 29 DecÑA
combined team comprising
members of local intelli-
gence unit and Bayintnaung
Police Station, acting on in-
formation, on 26 October
2003 searched the house of
Aung Than on Zeyathukha
Street, Ward 2, Mayangon
Township, and seized 2.7923
grams of marijuana hidden
under the house and arrested
Ma Khin Ma and Ma Naw
Shan Mati who were at the
house.

Likewise, a combined

team comprising members
of local intelligence unit and
Muse Special Anti-Drug
Squad, acting on a tip-off, on
8 November 2003 arrested
Lu Taung (a) Mar Bauk and
Marla (a) Lahsan who ar-
rived at the sugarcane plan-
tation near Muse-Nankham
motor road north of Selant
Village in Muse Township
together with 2.103 kilos of
heroin concealed in 134
soapcases.  Action is being
taken against the pushers ac-
cording to law.ÑMNA

Minister U Aung Thaung makes a speech at the meeting on quality control, organized by Myanma Ceramics Industries. Ñ MNA

Information and Culture Minister of LPDR Mr Phandaungchit Vongsa and party call

on Minister for Information Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan. Ñ MNA

Aung Than, Ma Khin Ma and Ma Naw Shan Matee seen
with seized narcotic drugs. Ñ MNA

YANGON, 29 Dec Ñ Cen-
tral Inland Freight Handling
Committee of the Ministry
of Labour held its work co-
ordination meeting (2003)
this morning at the office of
Lanmadaw Township Inland
Freight Handling Commit-
tee in Lanmadaw Township.

The meeting was at-
tended by Minister for La-

bour U Tin Winn, Deputy
Minister Brig-Gen Win Sein
and Director-General of
CIFHC U Maung Maung
Ohn, departmental heads and
officials.

The minister and deputy
minister spoke on the occa-
sion. The second day session
of the meeting will continue
tomorrow. Ñ MNA

Coord meeting of CIFHC
commences

Minister U Tin Winn addresses the meeting of Central
Inland Freight Handling Committee of the Ministry of

Labour. Ñ MNA

Ambassador to Myanmar
Mr Chanthavy Bodhisane.

 MNA

YANGON, 29 Dec Ñ Min-
ister for Culture Maj-Gen
Kyi Aung met Mr Phan-
douangchit Vongsa, Minis-
ter of Information and Cul-
ture of Lao PeopleÕs Demo-
cratic Republic, and party at
his office on Kaba Aye Pa-
goda Road here this morn-
ing.

Also present at the call
were Deputy Minister for
Culture Brig-Gen Soe Win
Maung, Director-General
of the Department of  Cul-
tural Institute U Myint
Thein Swe, Director-Gen-
eral of Archaeological De-
partment U Nyunt Han,
Director-General of the
Fine Arts Department U
Kyaw Win, Rector U Tin
Soe of the University of
Culture (Yangon) and Lao
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General banking training
course for officers concludes

YANGON, 29 Dec Ñ The
general banking training
course (No 2) for officers con-
cluded at the meeting hall of
the Central Bank of Myanmar
this afternoon, with an address
by Minister for Finance and
Revenue Maj-Gen Hla Tun.

Present on the occasion
were Deputy Minister Col Hla
Thein Swe, Governor of the
Central Bank of Myanmar U
Kyaw Kyaw Maung, mem-
bers of the Bank Supervisory
Committee, directors-general
and managing directors of the
ministry, executives of

Myanmar Banks Association
and officials. Minister Maj-
Gen Hla Tun and Deputy
Minister Col Hla Thein Swe
made speeches. Next, the min-
ister presented prizes to out-
standing trainees. The course
was opened on 27 October
2003 and attended by 60 train-
ees from state-owned and pri-
vate banks. Ñ MNA

Information and Culture Minister of LPDR Mr Phandouangchit Vongsa and party pay
homage to the Shwedagon Pagoda. Ñ MNA

Minister U Aung Thaung meets Information and Culture Minister of LPDR Mr
Phandouangchit Vongsa. Ñ MNA

Minister Maj-Gen Hla Tun addresses the concluding of general banking training course for officers. Ñ MNA

Commander Maj-Gen Myint Swe views the new train for circular rail service. Ñ  MNA

Concert to mark SchoolÉ
(from page 1)

Latha Township, No 1
BEMS of Dagon Township,
No 2 BEPS of Kamayut
Township, No 2 BEMS of

Thingangyun Township, No
2 BEHS of Bahan Town-
ship, No 1 BEHS of
Lanmadaw Township and
No 5 BEHS of Tamwe

Township took part in the
concert.

The concert  continues
tomorrow.

MNA

Y ANGON, 29 DecÑ
Chairman of Lao-Myanmar
Friendship Association
Minister for Industry-1 U
Aung Thaung received
Chairman of Lao-Myanmar
Friendship Association
Minister of Information and
Culture of Lao PeopleÕs
Democratic Republic Mr

Phandouangchit Vongsa
and party at his office this
morning.

Also present on the oc-
casion were Deputy Minis-
ters  of Industry-1 Brig-Gen
Thein Tun and Brig-Gen
Kyaw Win, the directors-
general and managing di-
rectors of departments and

enterprises under the min-
istry.

The visiting minister
was accompanied by Lao-
tian Ambassador to
Myanmar Mr Chanthavy
Bodhisane and Director-
General of Archaeological
Department U Nyunt Han.

 MNA

Industry-1 Minister receives Laotian Minister

(from page 16)
Associate Professor of the
Ministry of Science and
Technology U San Kyu on
quality control of renova-
tion work and Manager U
Myint Thein of Woodland
Co Ltd on measures for
construction of Conference
Hall and running of Cabel
Car.

This was followed by a
general round of discus-
sions.

Next, Commander Maj-
Gen Myint Swe attended to
the needs and gave neces-
sary instructions to officials.

Afterwards, Com-
mander Maj-Gen Myint
Swe and party inspected
measures being taken in the
Central Forest Zone, the
Recreation Zone, the Re-
laxation Zone and the Edu-
cation Zone, the site for
construction of the Sky Pier,
progress in construction of

the Timber Trallis, con-
struction of the Flower Gar-
den Shop and gave instruc-
tions.

Next, the commander
and party inspected beauti-
fying work at the junction
of Sule Pagoda Road and
Strand Road and along
Seikkantha Street, tarring of
road from Wadan Jetty to
Seikkantha Street, erecting
of high mast. Deputy Min-
ister for Transport U Pe
Than and officials reported
on renovation work along
the Strand road.

In response to the report,
the commander gave in-
structions.

Next, the commander
and party inspected exten-
sion of road along Strand
Road.

Next, the commander
and party inspected renova-
tion of Botahtaung Jetty
where Deputy Minister U

Pe Than reported on work
being carried out for reno-
vation of the jetty. The com-
mander gave necessary in-
structions.

Afterwards, the com-
mander and party inspected
all-round renovation of
Botahtaung Seikkan region
where Deputy Minister U
Pe Than reported on work
being carried out, progress
of work and future tasks.

Next, the commander
gave necessary instructions
and left there.

MNA

Work Committee forÉ
YANGON, 29 Dec Ñ

Myanmar disabled athletes
group led by Director of
Resettlements Maj-Gen Aung
Thein arrived back here yes-
terday evening after taking part
in the 2nd ASEAN disabled
sports activities held on 18-28
December in the Socialist Re-
public of Vietnam . The sports
delegation bagged a total of 49
medals Ñ 24 gold medals, 13
silver medals and 12 bronze
medals. General Secretary of
Myanmar Olympic Commit-

tee Director-General of the
Sports and Physical Education
Department U Thaung Htaik
and officials welcomed them
at the Yangon International
Airport.  Ñ MNA

Myanmar disabled athletes

NGO raises alarm
over high maternal
morbidity rate in

Nigeria
LAGOS, 29 DecÑ A

frontline gender sensitive
non-governmental organiza-
tion in Nigeria, Women Ac-
tion Initiative has raised alarm
over high maternal morbid-
ity rate in the country.

 The NGO cried out to
newsmen Saturday in Nige-
rian commercial nerve cen-
tre Lagos when on visita-
tions to children and mater-
nity wards of select hospi-
tals in the country as part of
its end-of-year activities.

The coordinator of the
organization, Mrs. Nnene
Ufot told newsmen that it is
on record that large number
of women die yearly from
pregnancy and pregnancy-
related conditions.

She quoted the World
Health Organization statis-
tics to substantiate her claim
that women are dying in large
number in the country in the
course of fulfilling their natu-
ral role of procreation.

MNA/Xinhua

of new machines. After-
wards, the minister inspected
computer designs.

Next, the minister in-
spected production process
of the enamelware plant un-
der Myanma Ceramics In-
dustries in Thayawady and
gave instructions to offi-
cials.ÑMNA

(from page 16)
reclamation project for ex-
tended industrial zone in Pyay
being implemented by Pyay
District and inspected earth
work. Next, the minister ar-
rived at Textiles and Finish-
ing Plant in Shwedaung and
inspected installation of new
weaving machines and parts

Industry-1 Minister inspectsÉ

Nigeria seizes 700
kilos of hard drugs

LAGOS, 29 DecÑ Seven
hundred kilos of hard drugs
have been seized by the Na-
tional Drug Law Enforcement
Agency (NDLEA) this year
in NigeriaÕs northwestern state
of Kebbi as the NDLEA re-
newed its battle against drug
barons and consumers.

The NDLEAÕs Kebbi
State Commissioner Malam
Ibrahim Abdul told reporters
Saturday at a news briefing in
the state capital Birnin Kebbi
that 120 suspects had been
arrested in connection with
the hard drugs with majority
of them already having been
prosecuted.ÑMNA/Xinhua
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First US plane arrives in Iran with aid

 Among the medical supplies being
shipped aboard the C-130 cargo plane are
blood, food, blankets and plastic sheeting
for temporary housing.

 Aid workers include 70 firefighters from
California Task Force Two and the 73-
member Virginia Task Force One, a team
that includes doctors, paramedics, struc-
tural engineers, search and rescue special-
ists and several Fairfax County firefighters.

 The two groups are among only three
urban search-and-rescue task forces in the
United States that are trained and certified
for overseas disaster deployment. The other
is in Florida.

 The United States said Saturday that it
will send a rescue team of over 200 relief
workers and 150,000 pounds of medical
supplies to the earthquake-stricken Iran.

 ÒThe United States will deploy civilian
teams composed of more than 200 experts
in urban search and rescue, emergency sur-

gery and disaster response coordination,Ó
the White House said in a statement released
from Crawford, Texas, where President
George W. Bush is on holiday.

 ÒThe US military will deliver more than
150,000 pounds of medical supplies from
bases in Kuwait to the people of Iran,Ó it
added.

 The White House said that the United
States will continue to work with the Iranian
Government and international relief organi-
zations to help Iranians to face the challenge.

 President Bush issued a statement on
Friday from Crawford to extend his condo-
lences to Iranians over the earthquake, which
killed more than 20,000 people and injured
30,000 others in IranÕs southeastern ancient
city of Bam on Friday.

 Washington broke relations with Iran
after students stormed the US Embassy in
Teheran in 1979 and held 52 Americans
hostage for 444 days.Ñ MNA/Xinhua

 Calisto Tanzi, the
wealthy head of ItalyÕs
eighth-biggest industrial
group until less than two
weeks ago, spent the night
in a jail cell after authorities
detained him on a Milan
street on Saturday evening
and took him into custody,
they said.

 ÒItÕs a difficult time for
him, but theyÕve arranged
things well for him,Ó TanziÕs
lawyer, Fabio Belloni, told
reporters outside MilanÕs
San Vittore Prison as he ar-
rived for TanziÕs question-
ing. Investigating magis-
trates from Milan and Parma,
near ParmalatÕs headquar-
ters, later started question-
ing the 65-year-old Tanzi,
judicial sources said.

 Tanzi is at the centre of
a criminal investigation into
suspected fraud at Parmalat,

Parmalat founder questioned
in fraud probe

which has raised far-reach-
ing questions about the con-
duct of the companyÕs sen-
ior managers, its auditors and
banks.

 He has not been charged,
and authorities have 48 hours
from the time of his deten-
tion to decide whether to
extend custody. The scandal
erupted earlier this month
when Parmalat, which has
35,000 employees in some
30 countries, revealed a hole
in its accounts that investi-
gators said could top 10 bil-
lion euros.

 In a day of reckoning on
Saturday, Parmalat, now
headed by a government-
appointed rescue adminis-
trator, was declared insol-
vent by a Parma court, hours
before Tanzi was detained.

 Insolvency allows
Parmalat to remain in opera-

tion and to continue paying
workers, dairy farmers and
suppliers, putting thousands
of financial creditors on hold
while it draws up a recovery
plan within six months.

 The courtÕs insolvency
order also triggered a man-
datory investigation into
fraudulent bankruptcy,
which carries a penalty of up
to 10 years in jail, stiffer
punishment than under the
suspected offences already
under investigation.

 Public prosecutors have
named about 20 people in
the fraud probe, including
current and former employ-
ees of the group as well as
unnamed outside auditors.

 MNA/Reuters

Over 1,000 Chinese leading  figures gather
in Peking  University

BEIJING,  29 DecÑ More
than 1,000 Chinese officials
and leading business people,
as well as many academic
experts, gathered in Peking
University Saturday to dis-
cuss ChinaÕs new economic
policies, study the new eco-
nomic trends, and exchange
ideas concerning the nationÕs
future.

The sixth Guanghua New
Year Forum, sponsored
by Peking UniversityÕs
Guanghua School of Man-
agement, was held here to
contribute to ChinaÕs eco-
nomic development. It is one
of the most influential eco-
nomic forums in China.

At the sixth forum, lead-
ing economists, such as Li

Yining, Wang Qiwen, Zhu
Shanli and Cao Fengqi, made
speeches. The Guanghua
School of Management was
founded in December 1993.

It provides business stu-
dents, corporate executives
and future business leaders
with world-class manage-
ment education and execu-
tive training, so that China

SARS checks resume
in Italian  airports

for flights from China
ROME, 29 DecÑ Italian

Health Minister Girolamo
Sirchia on Saturday ordered
anti-SARS checks to be re-
sumed for flights from China
to Italy.

 The measure was taken
in Italian international air-
ports after fresh reports of a
new suspected SARS case in
Guangdong Province, south-
ern China. The Italian Health
MinisterÕs decision went into
effect immediately.

 So far it only affects

flights from China and not
Chinese nationals coming to
Italy on other flights.

 SARS, a lethal form of
pneumonia, killed more than
800 people earlier this year,
mainly in some parts of Asia
and Canada. Several possi-
ble cases were reported at
that time in Italy involving
tourists or businessmen re-
turning from China or Sin-
gapore, but no confirmed
cases were found.

 MNA/Xinhua

The situation in South
Asia was among the issues
discussed by Russian First
Deputy Foreign Minister
Vyacheslav Trubnikov at his
meeting with the Pakistani
Ambassador Iftikhar
Murshed Thursday.

 ÒIn the course of discus-
sions on the situation in South
Asia the Russian side backed
the efforts of the leadership
of India and Pakistan aimed
at strengthening mutual trust
for the creation of favour-

able conditions for resolving
outstanding bilateral issues
on the basis of Simla Accord
and Lahore Declaration,Ó
Russian Foreign Ministry
said in a statement. ÒSpecial
attention was paid to the
problems of countering ter-
rorism, religious extremism
and other new global chal-
lenges,Ó it said, adding both
the sides expressed their
mutual interest in launching
an effective interaction in this
field. Ñ MNA/PTI
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Russia supports
Indian-Pakistani peace moves

MOSCOW, 29 DecÑ Welcoming the thaw in India-
Pakistan ties, Russia has expressed its support to the
efforts made by leaders from both countries to create an
atmosphere conducive to resolving bilateral issues on
basis of the Simla Accord and the Lahore Declaration.

TEHERAN, 29 DecÑ The first US plane, a Hercules C-130 carrying aid workers and
medical materials for rescue operations in the earthquake-stricken Iranian city of
Bam, arrived at 3 am local time Sunday (2330 GMT Saturday) in Kerman, southeast
Iran, the official news agency IRNA reported.

can meet the challenges of
the Information Age.

Most of GuanghuaÕs staff
members obtained their
Ph.D. degrees abroad.
Guanghua graduates can be
found in large business cor-
porations, government agen-
cies, and non-profit institu-
tions.

MNA/Xinhua

Actresses (L-R) Ginnifer
Goodwin, Julia Roberts
and Julia Stiles pose for
photographers as they
arrive for the world

premiere of their new
film, ÔMona Lisa Smile,Õ

in New York recently. The
ÔwhoÕs-that-girl?Õ actress
of the moment started her
feature film career in a

big way with the Roberts
starrer ÔMona Lisa

Smile,Õ going head-to-
head with big-name

ingenues Kirsten Dunst,
Maggie Gyllenhaal and

Stiles.

Panamanian Govt
declares emergency

zone after earthquake
PANAMA  CITY, 29 DecÑ

The Panamanian authorities
Saturday declared Baru Dis-
trict of Chiriqui Province an
Òemergency  zone,Ó in the
aftermath of the earthquake
that hit the region on Thurs-
day. The Emergency Opera-
tions Centre (COE) said the
quake, which measured 6.0
degree on the Richter Scale,
left two dead and 1,000 oth-
ers injured, damaging 216
houses, five roads, 12 bridges
as well as some churches and
police stations.

 Some 200 aftershocks
have been felt after the pre-

dawn earthquake struck in
the remote region close to
the border between  Panama
and Costa Rica.

 Provincial legislator
Osman Gomez was quoted
Saturday as saying  that the
damage cost 3.5 million US
dollars and the figure is esti-
mated to rise if there is dam-
age on the border area.

 According to Housing
Minister Miguel Cardenas,
the earthquake caused the
biggest problem in housing,
since many of the houses
damaged are beyond repairs.

MNA/Xinhua

M ILAN ,   29  Dec Ñ Italian prosecutors interrogated the founder of food group
Parmalat on Sunday after he was detained for suspected fraud and misappropriation
of hundreds of millions of euros, judicial sources said.
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Hailing the 56th Anniversary Independence Day:

Progress in the civil aviation sector in the time of the
State Peace and Development Council

In line with the development of the State,
the Myanma Airways of the Ministry of Trans-
port is spreading its wings. The tables show
progress made by Myanma Airways and De-
partment of Civil Aviation under the ministry
from 1988 to 2003. Project for extension of
Yangon International Airport, Hanthawady
International Airport Project, Mandalay In-
ternational Airport Project, Bagan Interna-
tional Airport Project and others have been
or are being implemented.

Progress of Myanma Airways

Year Passenger Earning Profit
(in thousand) (kyat in million) (kyat in million)

1989-90 361 176.62 2.78

1990-91 466 277.43 9.40

1991-92 503 309.48 44.64

1992-93 500 318.50 60.85

1993-94 536 341.42 80.68

1994-95 612 472.70 149.96

1995-96 637 519.44 150.64

1996-97 599 588.55 203.01

1997-98 430 610.48 400.73

1998-99 386 1443.90 998.20

1999-00 400 1469.89 976.00

2000-01 445 1623.49 1004.32

2001-02 479 1803.11 1086.98

New building in Kawthoung Airport was built in Kawthoung,
Taninthayi Division.

Mandalay International Airport was opened on 17-9-2000 in TadaU Township, Mandalay Division. It was built on 25015 acres of land. Its concrete runway,
14,000 feet long and 200 feet wide, is the longest in South-East Asia.

New building of Tachilek airport in Shan State (East) was built for the convenience of passengers.

No Subject 1998 2003

1. Aircraft (Myanma Airways) 10 13

2. Aircraft (Private) - 5

3. Airport 21 27

Aircraft and Airport
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services for remote
uploading and downloading
of updates of software for
telecommunications net-
works; services for the ex
changes (ie swapping and/or
replacement) of telecommu-
nications apparatuses, de-
vices, and installations; serv-
ices for leasing emergency
telecommunications appara-
tuses, devices, and installa-
tions; telephone assistance
services for users of telecom-
munications apparatuses,
devices and installations;
Delivery of telecommunica-
tions equipment; Services for
training users and special-
ized technicians concerning
telecommunications equip-
ment; services of dissemi-
nating updates of software
for telecommunications;
Services of access to updates
of software for telecommu-
nications networks; services
for automated remote backup
of voice and data systems in
telecommunications installa-
tions; services for testing tel-
ecommunications appara-
tuses, devices, and installa-
tions; study services, techni-
cal advice services, and serv-
ices for drawing up projects
and plans in the field of tel-
ecommunications; services
for remote diagnosis of op-
erating incidents in telecom-
munications apparatuses,
devices, and installationsÕ.
The said trade mark is the
subject of Declaration of
Ownership recorded with ,
the Registrar of Deeds
and Assurances, Yangon,
Myanmar, in Book under No.
IV/4783/2000 dated 5th Oc-
tober 2000.

Any infringement or col-
ourable imitation thereof or
other infringement of the
rights of the said Corpora-
tion will be dealt with ac-
cording to law.

U KYI WIN,
B. Com. B.L.,

 for ALCATEL, by its
Attorneys REMFRY &

SAGAR
NEW DELHI-MUMBAI

Dated: 30 December, 2003

CAUTIONARY NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby given

that ALCATEL, Incorpo-
rated as a French Òsociete
anonymeÓ of 54, rue La
Boetie, 75008 PARIS,
France,  are  the Owners and
Sole proprietors  of the
following Trade Mark in
Myanmar.

The said mark is used in
respect of Statistical analy-
sis services in telecommuni-
cations matters, in particular
with respect to rates, to tele-
communications network
charging, and to remote read-
ing of meters for consump-
tion of telecommunications
units; audit services in the
field of telecommunications;
services for preparing files
relating to data for program-
ming telecommunications
apparatuses, devices, and
installations; services for re-
mote management of vari-
able parameters of voice and
data systems in telecommu-
nications installations; serv-
ices of making qualified per-
sonnel available to perform
isolated commissions in par-
ticular concerning engineer-
ing, installation, and/or train-
ing in the field of telecom-
munications; Installation
services for telecommunica-
tions apparatuses and de-
vices. Repair services for tel-
ecommunications appara-
tuses, devices, and installa-
tions; Telecommunications
services. Information serv-
ices in telecommunications
matters; services for remote
reading of meters for con-
sumption of telecommuni-
cations units; services for
automated remote uploading
and downloading of voice
and data systems in telecom-
munications installations;

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
MV JATIWANGI PB-400 VOY NO (377)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV JATIWANGI PB-
400 Voy No (377) are hereby notified that the vessel will be
arriving on 30-12-03 and cargo will be discharged into the
premises of A.W.P.T where it will lie at the consigneeÕs risk
and expences and subject to the byelaws and conditions of
the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am to
11.20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day now declared
as the third day after final discharge of cargo from the vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after the
Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S ADVANCE CONTAINER LINE
Phone : 256908/378316/376797

Black boxes
found in Benin

plane crash
COTONOU (Benin), 29 Dec

Ñ Divers recovered the
black boxes from the wreck-
age of an airliner in Benin on
Saturday as investigators
puzzled over why the Bei-
rut-bound Boeing smashed
into the sea moments after
take-off.

Nine more bodies were
pulled from the surf on Sat-
urday, taking the death toll
from ThursdayÕs disaster to
near 140, while 15 survivors
were met after touching
down in Lebanon.

The Boeing 727 was car-
rying 151 passengers plus
crew, including over a hun-
dred Lebanese nationals, 15
Bangladeshi Army officers
returning from UN peace-
keeping duty in Sierra Leone
and Liberia, and people from
many African nations.

A team of divers found
the black boxes underwater
in the planeÕs tail section.
The two orange-coloured
devices should have recorded
cockpit conversations prior
to the crash and any anoma-
lies in the functioning of the
aircraft.

MNA/Reuters

Chinese film

artists meet

in Beijing
BEIJING, 29 Dec Ñ Chi-

nese film artists gathered
here December 25-27, to at-
tend the Seventh National
Congress of the China Film
Association.

Delegates from ChinaÕs
31 provinces, municipalities
and autonomous regions, as
well as from the Chinese
PeopleÕs Liberation Army,
were present at the meeting.

The participants shared
their experience over the past
five years, worked out a plan
for the associationÕs work in
the next five years, and re-
vised the constitution of the
body.

MNA/Xinhua
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 Arab League to help Iraq in political process
BAGHDAD , 29 Dec Ñ The Arab League (AL) has been considering to help Iraq in the political process

including a power transfer from the US-led coalition to Iraqis, AL deputy secretary Ahmed Bin Helly said
here recently.

UNICEF sending 40
tons of relief to Iran

quake victims
 NEW YORK , 29  Dec Ñ The United Nations ChildrenÕs

agency is rushing over 40 tons of relief supplies to Iran
to help tens of thousands of children affected by Thurs-
dayÕs earthquake in Bam.

 UNICEF said two relief
flights will arrive in Iran car-
rying 40 tons of relief items
including first aid and health
supplies capable of treating
120,000 people, dozens of
special obstetric and surgi-
cal kits each sufficient to
assist in the delivery of 150
babies, 14,000 blankets, in-
cluding 7,600 baby blankets.

 It would also comprise
625,000 water purification
tablets to ensure a safe drink-
ing supply, 16 community
water tanks with a capacity
of 5,000 litres each, three
portable generators, tents,

and tarpaulin.
 The shipment is valued at

approximately 285,000 US
dollars.

 The first flight will come
from neighbouring Afghani-
stan, where UNICEFÕs on-
going relief effort is making
available vital emergency
supplies from its stocks. A
medical doctor from
UNICEFÕs staff in Kabul
will accompany the plane.

 A second, larger relief
flight will depart from
UNICEFÕs global supply
centre in Copenhagen.

 MNA/Xinhua

 "There is an effort be-
ing exerted on the level of
the Arab League to help
Iraqi people in the process
of power transfer and in
ending the occupation,
which is a main and prin-
cipal goal that we empha-
size, and working on main-
taining Iraq's unity," Bin
Helly told a Press confer-
ence.

 He mentioned that
many Iraqi parties de-
manded that the AL be
present in any elections
and in setting the mecha-
nism to reach the goal of
having an Iraqi constitution
and government with sov-
ereignty and credibility that
are internationally recog-

nized. have agreed that the
United Nations should
stand to its responsibilities
and play a major role in
their country, he added.

 US civil administrator
in Iraq Paul Bremer last
month signed an agree-
ment with the then IGC
president Jalal Talabani on
the steps leading to power
handover in 2004 and a
sovereign and justified
Iraqi authority in 2005.

 But disputes erupted
among the IGC members
over ways of electing the
transitional government
that shall assumes the sov-
ereignty, casting a shadow
of a smooth implementa-
tion of the US-sponsored

blueprint.
At Sunday's news con-

ference, Bin Helly de-
scribed the interim Iraqi
Governing Council (IGC)
as the biggest political
force and the nearest one
to the Iraqi reality, point-
ing out that the council
represents a temporary
phase and is committed to
a time table to transfer
power.

 He added that the
council takes an important
role and the AL continues
its discussions and dia-
logues with all Iraqi politi-
cal trends.

 The pan-Arab League
has permitted Iraq's interim
Foreign Minister Hoshyar

Zebari to attend a series of
ministerial meetings in
Cairo but stopped short of
formally recognizing the
US-installed IGC.

 Bin Helly, who leads
an AL delegation visiting
Iraq, emphasized that there
has been consensus among
Iraqis on the main princi-
ples and ideas essential for
the future of Iraq.

 He pointed out that
during his visit and through
the meetings that the del-
egation made with differ-
ent classes and in different
areas, Iraqis agreed upon
the main principles con-
cerning the political future
of the Iraqi people.

 MNA/Xinhua

Dean faults Bush over mad
cow precautions

 ANKENY  (Iowa), 29 Dec Ñ Democratic presidential candidate Howard Dean on
Sunday accused President George W Bush of failing AmericaÕs cattle producers by not
having adequate plans in place to cope with the discovery of mad cow disease.

 ÒYou canÕt blame the presi-
dent because a cow came down
with BSE (bovine spongiform
encephalopathy), but you can
blame the Bush Administration
for a lot of whatÕs going to hap-
pen to beef farmers over the next
couple of weeks,Ó Dean said.

 ÒWe didnÕt adopt the pro-
cedures that Great Britain did
after their terrible time, which
ruined many cattle farmers.Ó

 Dean, who is a physician,
said the Bush Administration had
killed a proposal passed by the
Senate which would have pro-
hibited meatpackers in the US

from slaughtering so-called
downer animals like the Wash-
ington State dairy cow that has
become AmericaÕs first con-
firmed case of mad cow disease.
ÒWhatÕs going to happen to the
beef industry in the short term
could have been prevented if the
administration had thought more
about this possibility,Ó Dean said
in a campaign speech in Ankeny,
Iowa Ñ a leading farm state.

 Dean said there should be
a system in place to track the
movement of cattle so investi-
gators, when confronted with
a case of mad cow disease, can

check if meat from the animal
had entered the food supply.

 ÒI havenÕt verified this so
this isnÕt part of my official
platform yet... I am told that
testing every single cow (that
is slaughtered) costs an aver-
age of three cents extra per
pound of meat,Ó Dean said. ÒIf
thatÕs true, we ought to do it.Ó

 One of DeanÕs rivals for the
Democratic nomination, Rich-
ard Gephardt, also faulted Bush
on Sunday, saying the discovery
of mad cow disease could be
devastating for farmers and
rural towns.Ñ MNA/Reuters

A Iraqi man moves the wheelchair with his injured son at
a hospital in the city of Kerbala, some 110 km south of

Baghdad, on 27 December, 2003.Ñ INTERNET

Giant cranes at ShanghaiÕs port prepare to load containers. ChinaÕs foreign trade is
expected to top 840 billion dollars this year, up 35 percent from 2002 and making the

nation the worldÕs fourth biggest trader.ÑI NTERNET

US expands mad cow-related
beef recall to eight states

 WASHINGTON , 29 DecÑ The US Government on Sun-
day said it expanded a recall of beef to a total of eight
states and the territory of Guam as a precaution after
the discovery of one case of mad cow disease.

Two more found dead in
California mudslide

 LOS ANGELES, 29  DecÑ The death toll from two
Southern California mudslides rose to 11 on Sunday as
authorities intensified the search for five more victims
and a looming storm threatened more flash flooding.

 Beef recalls on slightly
more than 10,000 pounds of
beef already were underway
in Washington State, Ore-
gon, California and Nevada.

 Kenneth Petersen, an offi-
cial with the US Department
of AgricultureÕs Food Safety
Inspection Service, told report-
ers the recalls have been ex-
panded to Alaska, Montana,
Hawaii, Idaho and Guam.

 Stores in these states
could have been sold beef
from one of the animals
slaughtered on December 9
at a Washington State facil-
ity. That plant had the con-
firmed case of mad cow dis-
ease that was announced on
December 23.

 Petersen said investigators
were still trying to determine
how much of the beef in ques-
tion could have been shipped
to the four additional states
and Guam. Following slaugh-

ter and processing, Òthe meat
gets boxed up and cut and
perhaps commingled with
other productsÓ, Petersen said.

 Even though they have
not recaptured all of the
10,000 pounds of beef, and
some of it may have been
consumed, USDA officials
insisted the meat posed no
human health risks. The
USDA said that the brain,
spinal cord and other high-
risk parts of the Holstein cow
with mad cow disease were
removed from the food chain
after slaughter.

 USDA chief veterinarian
Ron DeHaven told reporters
the agency was still working
with its Canadian counter-
parts to pinpoint the birth herd
of the cow diagnosed with
mad cow disease and whether
the animal came from Al-
berta, as some evidence now
indicates. Ñ MNA/Reuters

 On Sunday, searchers
aided by cadaver-sniffing
dogs found the bodies of a
man and a woman near a
church camp in the San
Bernardino Mountains where
five children and two adults
perished when the camp was
engulfed by a rain-driven
slide of rocks, mud and de-
bris on Christmas Day.

 The dead and missing
were among 28 people who
had gathered at the caretak-
erÕs cabin at St. Sophia Camp,
about 65 miles east of Los
Angeles, for a Christmas
luncheon.

 Authorities believe they
became trapped when the
cabin was overrun by a wall
of mud and debris. Two
women and two children es-
caped the tide of mud and
alerted a sheriffÕs deputy who
was patrolling a nearby
mountain road.

 ÒWhat the coroner tells us
is these people suffered ma-
jor trauma,Ó Chip Patterson,
San Bernardino County sher-
iffÕs spokesman said of the
dead.

 ÒWhatever happened,
happened in a short period of
time. You know how much
water it would take to move
car-sized boulders... like they
were pebbles. ThatÕs how
much water it was.Ó

 Authorities took family
and friends of the victims back
to the camp on Sunday to
give them Òa first hand look
at what happened there... and
whatever consolation that
they can haveÓ, Patterson said.

 Searchers planned to work
until nightfall in hopes of
finding the missing before a
massive storm forming in the
Pacific Ocean reaches the
mountains on Tuesday.

MNA/Reuters
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Ten-man United go four points clear
LONDON, 29 DecÑTen-man Manchester United held on to beat Middlesbrough

1-0 at the Riverside on Sunday and extend their lead at the top of the Premier League
to four points.

Chelsea keep the pressure
on United, Arsenal

LONDON, 29 DecÑ Chelsea recovered from Friday's Premier League
mauling by Charlton Athletic with an emphatic 3-0 win over Port-
smouth at Stamford Bridge on Sunday.

 Chelsea, whose 4-2 defeat by Charlton was their second loss in
three league games, were kept scoreless until a second half blitz from
defender Wayne Bridge and midfielders Frank Lampard and Geremi.

 Chelsea stay third on 42 points on goal difference behind Arsenal,
who play Southampton on Monday, and a point behind Manchester
United, who were at Middlesbrough later on Sunday.

 Chelsea had looked destined for a draw at best against Portsmouth
at Stamford Bridge before turning on the style in the second half to keep
the pressure on their title rivals.

 Bridge broke the deadlock with a solo effort in the 65th minute,
Lampard, who had hit the post in the first half, found the roof of the net
off an Adrian Mutu pass eight minutes later and Geremi volleyed his
first goal for Chelsea in the 82nd minute.

 "I was waiting for this performance," Chelsea coach Claudio
Ranieri told reporters. "We knew December was a bad month for us and
I'm sure in the new year it will be better.Ñ MNA/Reuters

 With second-placed Arsenal not playing
Southampton until Monday, United took
full advantage through an own goal by Danny
Mills and a battling display after midfielder
Darren Fletcher was dismissed for a second
bookable offence in the 65th minute.

 United moved up to 46 points with their
15th victory in 19 games, followed on 42 by
both Arsenal and Chelsea.

 Charlton took fourth spot following a
1-0 victory at Tottenham Hotspur, who
dropped into the relegation zone, and
Fulham slipped to fifth after a 3-0 defeat at
Aston Villa. Teenager Wayne Rooney came
off the bench to clinch Everton's 1-0 vic-
tory over Birmingham City, and Newcastle
United fell to seventh after losing 1-0 at
home to Blackburn Rovers.

 Manchester United, who absorbed in-
tense pressure in the closing minutes, went
ahead after 14 minutes when a shot from
South African Quinton Fortune took a
wicked deflection off Mills and left Boro
keeper Mark Schwarzer stranded.

 Boro enjoyed plenty of second-half pos-
session but failed to create any clearcut
opportunities, and only a fantastic reflex
block by Schwarzer and the crossbar denied
the champions a second through Paul
Scholes.

 United manager Alex Ferguson felt his
side were deserved winners.

 "I don't think they (Middlesbrough) made
a chance in the whole match," he told Sky
Sports. "I don't think (goalkeeper) Tim
Howard made a save." Ferguson was also
unimpressed by Fletcher's red card.

 "The referee's made a rod for his own
back really Ñ the first booking was ridicu-
lous," Ferguson said. "If you go on that
principle, there should have been four or
five sent off."

 Liverpool were haunted by their former

Blackburn's Ferguson
breaks kneecap, out for

season
 LONDN, 29 DecÑ Blackburn Rovers and

Scotland midfielder Barry Ferguson broke
his kneecap on Sunday and will miss the rest
of the season, manager Graeme Souness
said. Ferguson sustained the injury when he
tackled Newcastle United midfielder Gary
Speed in the 25th minute of the Premier
League clash at St. James' Park where
Blackburn won 1-0.

 "We've got the three points today but the
joy is tempered somewhat with the news
about Barry Ferguson.

He has broken his kneecap and that will
put him out for the remainder of the
season," Souness told Sky Sports. Ferguson
joined Blackburn from Glasgow Rangers
for a fee of around 7.5 million pounds
(13.29 million US dollars) in August.

 MNA/Reuters

Rangers reduce Celtic
lead with win at Dundee

 GLASGOW, 29 DecÑ Champions Rangers
reduced Celtic's lead in the Scottish Premier
League to eight points with a 2-0 win at
Dundee on Sunday. First-half goals from
Nuno Capucho and Michael Ball secured
victory to take Rangers to 44 points. Celtic
thrashed Hibernian 6-0 at home on Saturday.

 The Glasgow sides meet in the second
Old Firm derby of the season next Saturday
and Rangers probably have to avoid defeat
to keep alive realistic hopes of retaining
their title.

"There's no doubt it was a crucial win for
us today before we go to Celtic Park next
week," Rangers manager Alex McLeish
told reporters.

 Rangers, with Australian defender Craig
Moore back from injury, went ahead on six
minutes when Capucho headed home a cross
from Chris Burke.

Dundee had chances to level but Ball's
35th minute strike from a long-range free-
kick that swirled into the net secured the
three points.

MNA/Reuters

FA official Palios supports Ferdinand's ban
LONDON, 29 DecÑ The Football Association's chief executive Mark Palios on

Sunday defended the eight-month ban imposed on Rio Ferdinand for missing a dope
test.

 The punishment was
branded "savage and unprec-
edented" by Ferdinand's club
Manchester United.

 But Palios backed up the
ruling handed out by the FA's
disciplinary committee.

 "After this case, I don't
think any club will allow a
player to miss a drugs test
again," Palios told The News
of the World.

"And if a bus runs over
me tomorrow and that is all
we ever achieve then it was
worth it for that."

 He added: "I didn't feel

pleased or vindicated. I actu-
ally felt quite sad because I
know, up until now, football
has been the loser.

 "So I'm not looking to
rub peoples' noses in it or say
'I told you so'. But if there is
a positive in what has been a
difficult year it is that we are
at last on the right road."

 He also defended the FA's
controversial decision to
leave Ferdinand out of the
England squad which played
Turkey in October, a move
that almost led to Ferdinand's
teammates calling a strike.

 "I hope it's now under-
stood that had we picked Rio
for the Turkey game, the
Association and the England
team would have been com-
promised."

 Ferdinand's ban for miss-
ing the test on September 23
starts on   January 12, al-
though club officials have
indicated they intend to lodge
an appeal.

If it stands after ap-
peal, the England defender
will have to miss the Euro-
pean championship in Lis-
bon.ÑMNA/Xinhua

Michael Ball

players in a 2-2 draw at Manchester City.
 Robbie Fowler was the toast of the home

fans after earning a 30th-minute penalty,
converted by another former Liverpool striker
Nicolas Anelka, and denying his old club
victory with an injury-time equalizer.

Gerard Houllier's side had come from a
goal down to take the lead through midfielders
Vladimir Smicer and Dietmar Hamann.

 Bottom club Wolverhampton Wander-
ers beat fellow strugglers Leeds United 3-1
to cut the gap at the foot of the standings to
three points. Leeds have 17 points, one less
than Spurs, who suffered their fifth con-
secutive defeat in all competitions, and
Leicester City, who drew 2-2 at Bolton
Wanderers.

 MNA/Reuters

Quinton Fortune

Escude granted wildcard
for Australian Open

CANBERRA, 29 DecÑ France's Nicolas Escude and 15-year-old Tatiana Golovin
have been given wildcard for next year's Australian Open tennis tournament,
organizers said in Melbourne on Sunday.

Owen set to return from injury layoff
 LONDON, 29 DecÑ Liverpool striker Michael Owen could return to action from an injury

layoff as early as in next weekend's FA Cup third round.
 Owen, who has been out with a thigh injury for a month, will have another scan next

week as Liverpool manager Gerard Houllier considers whether to risk him in the Cup
competition against Yeovil.

 Houllier is keen to get Owen back as soon as possible, however the Frenchman's
enthusiasm to have Owen back will be tempered by recent injury woes, which has left them
with a mini-goalkeeping crisis.

 Goalkeeper Chris Kirkland was put on the injury list on Friday when he broke a finger
in the 3-1 Boxing Day win over Bolton at Anfield.

 He is likely to be out for around a month, meaning Jerzy Dudek will be recalled to
face Manchester City, the club with which the out of form Pole has been linked of a
transfer.

 "We will have another look at Michael on Monday. It is too early to say whether he will
be able to play against Yeovil," said  Houllier.

Barry Ferguson

 The Australian Open, slated for January
19-February 1, holds a reciprocal wildcard
agreement with the French Open and the
two national federations.

 Escude, 27, the hero of France's 2001
Davis Cup final win over Australia at Mel-
bourne Park, watched his ranking slump from
34 to 114 during an injury-plagued 2003.

 "Boasting a junior ranking as high as
world number six in September this year,

Golovin was a semi-finalist at the US Open
juniors in 2002, and in 2003 reached the last
eight at both Flushing Meadows and Junior
Wimbledon," the Australian Open said in a
statement. The talented Frenchwoman has
played one senior Grand Slam tournament,
losing in the first round at this year's French
Open, the Australian Open statement said.

 "She has a senior ranking of world number
355," it saidÑMNA/Xinhua

 MNA/Xinhua
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 8. International news
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 9. Grammar Made Easy
4:00 pm
 1. Martial song
4:15 pm
 2. Song to uphold National

Spirit
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 3.  English for Everyday

 Use
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5:45 pm
 8. Sing and Enjoy

Tune in today:

Tuesday, December 30

8.30 am Brief news
8.35 am Music
8.40 am Perspectives
8.45 am Music
8.50 am National news/

Slogan
9.00 am Music
9.05 am International news
9.10 am Music
1.30 pm News/Slogan
1.40 pm Lunch time music

- Independent love
song (Scarlett)

9.00 pm English Lesson:
Look  Ahead (4)

9.15 pm Article/Music
9.25 pm Weekly Sport Reel
9:35 pm Music for your

listening pleasure
-IÕm all about you
(Aron Carter)

9.45 pm    News/Slogan
10.00 pm  PEL

6:30 pm

 10. Evening news

7:00 pm

 11.Weather report

7:05 pm

 12.Milo success in soccer

7:10 pm
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 15.News

 16. International  news

 17.Weather report
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 20.The next dayÕs

programme

WEATHER
Monday, 29 December, 2003

Summary of observations recorded at 09:30 hours MST:
During the past 24 hours,rain has been isolated in Kachin and Chin
States,scattered in upper Sagaing Division and weather has been
generally fair in the remaining areas. Night temperatures were
(7¡C) above normal in Kachin State,(5¡C) to (6¡C) above normal
in northern Shan, Chin States and Magway Division, (3¡C) to
(4¡C) above normal in southern Shan State and Mandalay Divi-
sion, (3¡C) to (4¡C) below normal in Kayin, Mon  States, lower
Sagaing and Yangon Divisions,(5¡C) to (6¡C) below normal in
Kayah, Rakhine States, Bago and  Ayeyawady Divisions and about
normal in the remaining areas.

Maximum temperature on 28-12-2003 was 32.0¡C (72¡F).
Minimum temperature on 29-12-2003 was 14.6¡C (58¡F). Rela-
tive humidity at 9:30 hrs MST on 29-12-2003 was 74%. Total
sunshine hours on 28-12-2003 was (7.4) hours approx. Rainfall on
29-12-2003 was nil at Yangon Airport, Kaba-Aye and central
Yangon. Total rainfall since 1-1-2003 was 2211 mm (87.05
inches) at Yangon Airport, 2315 mm  (91.14 inches) at Kaba-Aye
and 2394 mm (94.25 inches) at central Yangon. Maximum wind
speed at Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was 10 mph from East at (14:30)
hours MST on 28-12-2003.

Bay inference: Weather is partly cloudy in the West  Central
Bay and Southwest Bay and generally fair elsewhere in the Bay of
Bengal.

Forecast valid until evening of 30-12-2003: Possibility of
isolated light rain in Kachin, Chin and Shan States, Sagaing  and
Mandalay   Divisions and  weather will be partly cloudy in the
remaining areas. Degree of centainty is (40%).

State of the sea: Strong easterly wind with (35)mph and
moderate seas are likely at times off and  along  Mon-Taninthayi
Coast, Gulf of Mottama and Deltaic. Seas will be slight to moderate
elsewhere in Myanmar waters.

Outlook for subsequent two days: Likelihood of isolated
increase of night temperature in Northern Myanmar areas.

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area for
30-12-2003: Partly cloudy.Forecast for Mandalay and neigh-
bouring area for 30-12-2003: Partly cloudy.

30-12-2003 (Tuesday)
(Programme Schedule)
Morning Transmission

(9:00 - 10:00)

MRTV-3MRTV-3MRTV-3MRTV-3MRTV-3MRTV-3MRTV-3MRTV-3MRTV-3MRTV-3

9:00 Signature Tune
Greeting

9:02 Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights ÒMingalabarÓ

9:06 From Independence
Towards a Modern
Developed Nation
(Roads and Bridges
and Transport and
Communication)

9:10 Headline News
9:12 Easily Cooked Tasty

Dishes
9:15 National News
9:20 University of Culture

(Yangon) (Graduation
Ceremony) (Part-III)

9:25 Scenic Beauty of Ha-
Kha and Cultural
Dance

9:30 National News
9:35 The WonderfulPeik-

chin Ravine
9:40 Song ÒTo Golden

MandalayÓ
9:42 Glazed Earthen Pot
9:45 National News
9:50 Myanma Ramayana

ÒVotive Veidehi
SeetaÓ (Part- XIV)

9:58 Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights ÒCome and See
MyanmarÓ

30-12-2003Ê(Tuesday)
Regular Programmes for

Viewers from Abroad
Evening Transmission

(15:30 - 17:30)
15:30 Signature Tune

Greeting
15:32 Song of Myanmar

Beauty & Scenic
Sights ÒMyanma Pano-
rama & Myanma Sen-
timentÓ

15:36 From Independence
Towards a Modern
Developed Nation
(Roads and Bridges
and Transport and
Communication)

15:40 Headline News
15:42 Easily Cooked Tasty

Dishes
15:45 National News
15:50 University of Culture

(Yangon) (Graduation
Ceremony) (Part-III)

15:55 Scenic Beauty of Ha-
Kha and Cultural
Dance

16:00 National News
16:05 The WonderfulPeik-

chin Ravine

DreamsÓ
21:15 National News
21:20 Welcome To Ngwe

Hsaung
21:25 Song of Myanmar

Beauty  & Scenic Sight
ÒMyanma Panorama &
Myanma SentimentÓ

21:35 From Independence
Towards a Modern
Developed Nation
(Roads and Bridges
and Transport and
Communication)

21:40 Headline News
21:42 Easily Cooked Tasty

Dishes
21:45 National News
21:50 University of Culture

(Yangon) (Graduation
Ceremony) (Part-III)

21:55 Scenic Beauty of Ha-
Kha and Cultural
Dance

22:00 National News
22:05 The WonderfulPeik-

chin Ravine
22:10 Song ÒTo Golden

MandalayÓ
22:12 Glazed Earthen Pot
22:15 National News
22:20 Myanma Ramayana

ÒVotive Veidehi
SeetaÓ (Part- XIV)

22:25 Song ÒSmoke of Sor-
row (Lwan Ngwe Wai
Wai)

22:30 National News
22:35 Myanmar Bamboo

Xylophone (or) Pattala
22:40 Easily Cooked Tasty

Dishes (Loach Fish
Curry in Oil)

22:45 National News
22:50 Travelogue ÒSagaingÓ
22:55 Dance of the  Royal

Page
22:58 Historical Shwe Inpin

Monastery
23:00 National News
23:05 Hninzigone, Home for

the Aged
23:10 Myanmar Modern

Song ÒTear Drop
PearlÓ

23:12 Myanma Custard Ap-
ple

23:15 National News
23:20 Sittway with Magnifi-

cent Sight
23:25 Song of Myanmar

Beauty & Scenic
Sights ÒCome and See
MyanmarÓÓ

   30-12-2003Ê(Tuesday) &
31-12-2003 (Wednesday)

Evening & Morning
Transmission
(23:30 - 1:30)

23:30 Signature Tune
Greeting

23:32 Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights ÒMyanma Pano-
rama & Myanma Sen-
timentÓ

23:36 From Independence
Towards a Modern
Developed Nation
(Roads and Bridges

16:10 Song ÒTo Golden
MandalayÓ

16:12 Glazed Earthen Pot
16:15 National News
16:20 Myanma Ramayana

ÒVotive Veidehi
SeetaÓ (Part- XIV)

16:25 Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic Sights
ÒMingalabarÓ

16:30 National News
16:35 Myanmar Bamboo

Xylophone (or) Pattala
16:40 Easily Cooked Tasty

Dishes (Loach Fish
Curry in Oil)

16:45 National News
16:50 Travelogue ÒSagaingÓ
16:55 Dance of the  Royal

Page
16:58 Historical Shwe Inpin

Monastery
17:00 National News
17:05 Hninzigone, Home for

the Aged
17:10 Song ÒTear Drop

PearlÓ
17:12 Myanma Custard Ap-

ple
17:15 National News
17:20 Sittway with Magnifi-

cent Sight
17:25 Song of Myanmar

Beauty & Scenic
Sights ÒCome and See
MyanmarÓ

Evening Transmission
(19:30 - 23:30)

19:30 Signature Tune
Greeting

19:32 Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights ÒMingalabarÓ

19:36 From Independence
Towards a Modern De-
veloped Nation (Indus-
tries & Electricity)

19:40 Headline News
19:42 Easily Cooked Tasty

Dishes
19:45 National News
19:50 Cover Poster and Crea-

tive Painting
19:55 Dance of the Oil

Lamps
20:00 National News
20:05 Mogok (or) The Ruby

Land of Myanmar
20:10 Song ÒFlourshingÓ
20:12 Mingun Bell
20:15 National News
20:20 Unique Biodiversity of

Indawgyi Lake (VI)
20:25 Song On Screen ÒOne

And Only YoursÓ
20:30 National News
20:35 A Journey to Research

Taron Race
20:40 Myanmar Cuisine

ÒFish SoupÓ
20:45 National News
20:50 Art in Glass Bottles
20:55 Kayah Dance
20:58 Stone Inscription
21:00 National News
21:05 Adept Sons of Inlay

Lake
21:10 Myanmar Modern

Song ÒHave Sweet

and Transport and
Communication)

23:40 Headline News
23:42 Easily Cooked Tasty

Dishes
23:45 National News
23:50 University of Culture

(Yangon) (Graduation
Ceremony) (Part-III)

23:55 Scenic Beauty of Ha-
Kha and Cultural
Dance

24:00 National News
00:05 The WonderfulPeik-

chin Ravine
00:10 Song ÒTo Golden

MandalayÓ
00:12 Glazed Earthen Pot
00:15 National News
00:20 Myanma Ramayana

ÒVotive Veidehi
SeetaÓ (Part- XIV)

00:25 Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic Sights
ÒMingalabarÓ

00:30 National News
00:35 Myanmar Bamboo

Xylophone (or) Pattala
00:40 Easily Cooked Tasty

Dishes (Loach Fish
Curry in Oil)

00:45 National News
00:50 Travelogue ÒSagaingÓ
00:55 Dance of the  Royal

Page
00:58 Historical Shwe Inpin

Monastery
01:00 National News
01:05 Hninzigone, Home for

the Aged
01:10 Song ÒTear Drop

PearlÓ
01:12 Myanma Custard Ap-

ple
01:15 National News
01:20 Sittway with Magnifi-

cent Sight
01:28 Song of Myanmar

Beauty & Scenic
Sights ÒCome and See
MyanmarÓ

   31-12-2003 (Wednesday)
Morning Transmission

(03:30 - 07:30)
03:30 Signature Tune

Greeting
03:32 Song of Myanmar

Beauty & Scenic
Sights ÒMingalabarÓ

03:36 From Independence
Towards a Modern De
veloped Nation (Indus
tries & Electricity)

03:40 Headline News
03:42 Easily Cooked Tasty

Dishes
03:45 National News
03:50 Cover Poster and

Creative Painting
03:55 Dance of the Oil

Lamps
04:00 National News
04:05 Mogok (or) The Ruby

Land of Myanmar
04:10 Song ÒFlourshingÓ
04:12 Mingun Bell
04:15 National News
04:20 Unique Biodiversity of

Indawgyi Lake (VI)
04:25 Song On Screen ÒOne

And Only YoursÓ
04:30 National News
04:35 A Journey to Research

Taron Race
04:40 Myanmar Cuisine

ÒFish SoupÓ
04:45 National News
04:50 Art in Glass Bottles
04:55 Kayah Dance
04:58 Stone Inscription
05:00 National News
05:05 Adept Sons of Inlay

Lake
05:10 Myanmar Modern

Song ÒHave Sweet
DreamsÓ

05:15 National News
05:20 Welcome To Ngwe

Hsaung
05:25 Song of Myanmar

Beauty  & Scenic Sight
ÒMyanma Panorama &
Myanma SentimentÓ

05:35 From Independence
Towards a Modern De-
veloped Nation (Roads
and Bridges and Trans-
port and Communica-
tion)

05:40 Headline News
05:42 Easily Cooked Tasty

Dishes
05:45 National News
05:50 University of Culture

(Yangon) (Graduation
Ceremony) (Part-III)

05:55 Scenic Beauty of Ha-
Kha and Cultural
Dance

06:00 National News
06:05 The Wonderful Peik-

chin Ravine
06:10 Song ÒTo Golden

MandalayÓ
06:12 Glazed Earthen Pot
06:15 National News
06:20 Myanma Ramayana

ÒVotive Veidehi
SeetaÓ (Part- XIV)

06:25 Song ÒSmoke of
SorrowÓ(Lwan Ngwe
Wai Wai)

06:30 National News
06:35 Myanmar Bamboo

Xylophone (or) Pattala
06:40 Easily Cooked Tasty

Dishes (Loach Fish
Curry in Oil)

06:45 National News
06:50 Travelogue ÒSagaingÓ
06:55 Dance of the  Royal

Page
06:58 Historical Shwe Inpin

Monastery
07:00 National News
07:05 Hninzigone, Home for

the Aged
07:10 Song ÒTear Drop

PearlÓ
07:12 Myanma Custard Ap-

ple
07:15 National News
07:20 Sittway with Magnifi-

cent Sight
07:25 Song of Myanmar

Beauty & Scenic
Sights ÒCome and See
MyanmarÓÓ
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CommanderÕs
Trophy Volleyball
Tournament ends

YANGON, 29 Dec ÑThe fi-
nal matches of the North-West
Command CommanderÕs Tro-
phy Volley Ball Tournament
(Men and Women) took place
at the stadium of North-West
Command on 25 December
afternoon, attended by Com-
mander of North-West Com-
mand Maj-Gen Tha Aye,
Deputy Commander Col Tin
Maung Ohn and senior mili-
tary officers, officials and other
ranks of the Monywa Station
and athletes. After the final
matches, Commander Maj-
Gen Tha Aye presented prizes
to the winners. ÑMNA

Pathien Home for Aged marks anniversary
YANGON, 29 Dec ÑÊA

ceremony to mark the 21st
Anniversary of Pathien
Home for the Aged in
Ayeyawady Division was
held at the home yesterday
morning, attended by Chair-
man of Ayeyawady Division

Peace and Development
Council Commander of
South-West Command Maj-
Gen Soe Naing and wife,
Deputy Commander Brig-
Gen Tint Swe, military of-
ficers of the command, Divi-
sional PDC Secretary Lt-Col

Sein Maung and officials.
The commander and of-

ficials donated cash and kind
and paid homage to 30 eld-
erly persons. Next,
wellwishers donated K
50,000 for the home for the
aged. Ñ MNA

Laotian minister visits Shwedagon
Pagoda, National Museum

YANGON, 29 DecÑMin-
ister of Information and Cul-
ture of Lao PeopleÕs Demo-
cratic Republic Mr
Phandouangchit Nangsa and
party together with Ambas-
sador of Laos to Myanmar
Mr Chanthavy Bodhisane,
Director-General of Ar-
chaeological Department U
Nyunt Han and officials, this
afternoon arrived at the Na-
tional Museum on Pyay Road
where they were welcomed
by Director-General of De-
partment of Culture Institute

U Myint Thein Swe and offi-
cials.

Next, the director-gen-
eral of DCI and officials con-
ducted the visiting minister
and party round the museum.

In the evening, the visit-
ing minister and party ar-
rived at Shwedagon Pagoda
where they were welcomed
by members of the Pagoda
Board of Trustees.

While paying respects to
the pagoda the visiting minis-
ter and party were briefed by
officials on salient points of

the pagoda.
Afterwards, the visiting

minister signed in the visi-
torsÕ book and made cash
donations.

Officials accepted the
donations and presented a
picture of Shwedagon Pa-
goda to the guest.

In the evening, Minister
for Culture Maj-Gen Kyi
Aung hosted a dinner in hon-
our of the visiting minister
and party at the Karaweik
Palace.

MNA

Industry-1 Minister inspects factories and plants in
Ayeyawady, Magway and Bago Divisions

YANGON, 29 DecÑMin-
ister for Industry-1 U Aung
Thaung together with offi-
cials on 27 December after-
noon arrived at Winthuza
Shop in Pathein, Ayeyawady
Division and inspected sale
of the Industry-1Õs products
and gave instructions.

On arrival at Kyangin
Cement Plant of Myanma

Ceramics Industries, the min-
ister looked into functions of
the plant and gave instruc-
tions to officials.

On 29 December, the
minister proceeded to Cot-
ton Project (Shwepantawlay)
in Shwepantawlay Region,
Aunglan Township and gave
instructions on future work.

Next, the minister in-

spected sample of raw mate-
rials for cement and gave
instructions. He then in-
spected land reclamation and
growing of cotton.

Next, the minister in-
spected Thayetchaung Dam
which has already been built.

In the afternoon, the min-
ister proceeded to the land

Minister Maj-Gen Kyi Aung hosts a dinner in honour of LPDR Information and Culture
Minister Phandouangchit Nangsa and party at Karaweik Palace. Ñ MNA

Commander Maj-Gen Myint Swe addresses the meeting of the work committee for all-round renovation of Yangon Kandawgyi Garden and
Zoological Gardens. Ñ MNA

Minister U Aung Thaung looks into progress of work of Thayat Creek earthen embank-
ment at Shwepantawlay Region Cotton Cultivation Project in Aunglan Township,

Magway Division. Ñ  MNA

Work Committee for All-round renovation of Kandawgyi Garden and
Yangon Zoological Gardens meets

YANGON, 29 DecÑThe
Work Committee for All-
round renovation of
Kandawgyi Garden and
Yangon Zoological Gardens
held its work coordination
meeting at the briefing hall
of Water Plaza construction
project of Central Forest
Zone, with an address by
Chairman of Yangon Divi-
sion Peace and Development
Council Commander of
Yangon Command Maj-Gen
Myint Swe.

Also present  on the oc-
casion were Vice-Chairman
of Yangon City Develop-
ment Committee Vice-
Mayor Col Maung Pa, heads
of departments and enter-
prises, military region com-
manders, members of the
Work Committee, guests and
others.

First, Commander Maj-
Gen Myint Swe made a
speech. He said that system-
atic measures are being taken
for renovation of Kandawgyi

Garden and Yangon Zoologi-
cal Gardens after forming
the Work Committee for All-
round renovation of
Kandawgyi Garden and
Yangon Zoological Gardens,
adding that progress has thus
been made to a certain ex-
tent. Renovation measures
are to be taken with the ef-
fective use of natural re-
sources that have already

existed. Officials at differ-
ent levels are to make efforts
for timely completion of the
work since the renovation
tasks are divided into four
zones. Officials are to report
progress of work and future
tasks and are to follow rules
and regulations of Master
Plan in undertaking the reno-
vation work, he said.

Next, Vice-Mayor Col

Maung Pa reported on
progress of work in renova-
tion of Relaxation Zone and
future tasks.

Next, Deputy Director-
General of Forest Depart-
ment U Soe Win Hlaing re-
ported on progress of work
in renovation of the Central
Forest Zone and Yangon
Zoological Gardens and
work to be carried out,

Chairman of Hoteliers As-
sociation Dr Khin Shwe on
renovation of Recreation
Zone, Deputy Director-Gen-
eral of Fisheries Department
U Hla Win on construction
of Fresh Water Fish Garden
in Education Zone, Deputy
Director-General of Irriga-
tion Department U Khin
Zaw on sanitation measures,

(See page 9)
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