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To improve economic, health and education sector

Itis our duty to protect the life and property of the people so that they will be able to live
peace of mind and to create an environment in which they will be able to earn their living
Economic infrastructures have been built to ensure economic development in all the
across the Union. To avoid a situation in which only one or two major cities are well-develo

ﬁ and all the rest of the nation have to depend on them socially and economically, 24 develg]

regions have been established and measures are being taken to improve economic,
education sectors and to narrow the gap among the regions.
Senior General Than Shwe
Chairman of the State Peace and Development Council#

Yancon, 25 March N Chairman of the State Peac l
and Development Council Commander-in-Chief of D
fence Services Senior General Than Shwe inspected
booths at the 59th Anniversary Armed Forces Day Ex
bition and gave guidance this evening. )

Accompanied by Vice-Chairman of the State Pea
and Development Council Deputy Commander-in-Chi
of Defence Services Commander-in-Chief (Army) Vice
Senior General Maung Aye, Prime Minister of the Sta
Chief of Military Intelligence General Khin Nyunt, ang
member of the State Peace and Development Cou
General Thura Shwe Mann of the Ministry of Defenc
Senior General Than Shwe arrived at the Defence Se
ices Museum on Shwedagon Pagoda Road, wherethe : o
Anniversary Armed Forces Day Exhibition will be helc
at 4.55 pm today. —— I

Senior General Than Shwe and party were W‘:—ui:'m .
comed there by State Peace and Development Cou Abin
Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Soe Win, Secretary-2 Lt-Gen The EE—

Sein, member of the State Peace and Development Cc " '

cil Lt-Gen Aung Htwe of the Ministry of Defence, mem

ber of the State Peace and Development Council Ch

man of the Leading Committee for Observance of t

59th Anniversary Armed Forces Day Chief of Arme. . :
Forces Training Lt-Gen Kyaw Win of the Ministry ¢f Senior General Than Shwe inspects booths of 59t1
Defence, member of the State Peace and Development®nniversary Armed Forces Day Exhibitibh.ma 59 Anniversar
Council Lt-Gen Tin Aye of the Ministry of Defence, At the museum, Senior General Than Shwe|in-  perspectives y

Commander-in-Chief (Navy) Rear-Admiral Soe Theirspected the entrance hall of the museum, the OtwelveroRther strengthen Sino- | UM NREI(E=SRRENY
Commander-in-Chief (Air) Lt-Gen Myat Hein, Chairmaiectives of the StateO booth, the booths of the Tatmad
of the Management Committee for Observance of the 5@ttavy), the Tatmadaw (Air) and directorates of the Min-
Anniversary Armed Forces Day Commander of Yangdstry of Defence.

Command Maj-Gen Myint Swe, ministers, the Yangon After inspecting the booths for nearly an ho
mayor, senior military officers from the Tatmadaw (Army§enior General Than Shwe left the museum at 5.45
Navy and Air), and deputy ministers. MNA

anmar friendly ties commemorative
(Page 2)

special features on
pages 7, 8 and 9.

Senior General Than Shwe inspects booths at 59th Anniversary Armed Forces Day Exbibition

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Nga}].
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59" Anniversary

PERSPECTIVES ) Armed Forces Day Objectives PeopleOs Desire

Friday, 26 March, 2004 To strive hand in hand with the people for H
successful realization of the StateOs seven-pdint

pal

Oppose those relying on external element(],

Further Stl’engthen policy programme acting as stooges; holding: hegative views
. . . N To crush internal and external destructive X Oppose thosetrying to jeopardize: stability,

Slno-Myanmar frlendly ties elements hindering the stability and progress o of the State and progress of the nation

The Union of Myanmar has always prac | | th? Stf‘te through peopleOs m||||t|a strategy K * - Oppose foreign nations:interfering:in

ised an indenendent and active foreign polic N To implement border area development tasks] 1 i

tised an independ . €ign p and the five rural development tasks hand ir interrial affairs of the State

and maintained friendly relations with neigh- hand with the entire people * “Crushall internal and: external destructive

bours and other countries in the region, ad{ | | § To build up a strong and efficient Tatmadaw to elements as the common enemy

hering to the Five Principles of Peaceful Co uphold OOur Three Main National Causes®
existence. It has always been on good tern

with global nations especially with her neigh - — - -
bours. Economic, trade and cultural coopera Prime Minister sends congratulations to Malaysia

tion with neighbouring countries are being Yancon, 25 MarchN General Khin Nyunt, Prime Minister of the Union of Myanmar, has sent a
enhanced. ] ) message of congratulations to His Excellency DatoO Seri Abdullah Haji Ahmad Badawi, who has beenfre-

The Union of Myanmar established dip- elected as Prime Minister of Malaysia.NEINA
lomatic ties with the People's Republic of Ching
on 8 June 1950. Both countries share over 2,040

kilometres of border and they have been liv Prime Minister sends felicitations to Bangladesh

ing on friendly terms throughout their lon < ) . 3
higtor It isyencoura in gto see that t?]e Yancon, 26 MarchN On the occasion of the Anniversary of the Independence Day of the PeoplePs
Y. ging Republic of Bangladesh which falls on 26 March 2004, General Khin Nyunt, Prime Minister of the Unio

frlen_dly_ ties between the two countries arg of Myanmar, has sent message of felicitations to Her Excellency Begum Khaleda Zia, Prime Minister of tije
flourishing. Head of State Senior General Thar] People®s Republic of Bangladesh.M8A

Shwe paid a goodwill visit to the People’
Republic of China from 6 to 11 January 2003{ | - —
During his visit, discussions were held to pro FM sends f9||C|tat|9n5 to Bangladesh
mote the bilateral economic and trade coop| Yancon, 26 MarchN On the occasion of the ! :
eration. With goodwill, the People's Republig] | | Anniversary of the Independence Day of the Peopl ace and Development Council of the Union of
of China has been rendering assistance Republic of Bangladesh which falls on 26 March 2004 Myanmar has appointed U Soe Win, Ambassador| Ex-
L. Minister for Foreign Affairs U Win Aung has sent mgs traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Union of Myan nar

Mya”C_ar " its qeveflﬂﬁmgrt\ttengeavo_tljrsf. ind | [s2ge of felicitations to His Excellency Mr M MorsHed o the Commonwealth of Ausiralia, concurrently as Am-
ice-Fremier of the State Louncil of e | 1 han Minister of Foreign Affairs of the PeopleOs|R¢bassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of fthe

PRC Madame Wu Yi is now on a goodwilll | |, pjic of Bangladesh.RENA Union of Myanmar to New Zealand.fINA
visit to Myanmar at the invitation of State | |~

Peace and Development Council Secretaryfll 459 tourists arrive by cruiseliner %

7

U Soe Win accredited to New ZealandJ
Yancon, 26 MarchN The Chairman of the Stgte

(1)

Lt-Gen Soe Win. Yancon, 25 March N Under the supervision of th Myanmar Gazette
Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt | | Ministry of Hotels & Tourism and with assistance p
received and had discussions with her gt| vided by the Ministry of Transport and arrangements madey,, 25 Marchl The State Peace and Develop-
Zeyathiri Beikman in Yangon on 24 March| | by Tour Mandalay Co, MS Prinsendam cruiseliner carmy: ot Couﬁcil has appointed the following persons as heads
2004. They expressed satisfaction to see theing 459 tourists arrived Thilawa Port here this mornin f service organizations shown against each on probation

all-round development in the Sino-Myanmar| | The tourists in groups were scheduled to visit Yang m the date they assume charge of their duties.

relation in recent years. They discussed ma downtown, Bagan and Mandalay. The vessel will leave "\ Appointment

ters relating to promotion of bilateral economic here on 26 March evening.WINA (@ U Tha Oo Rector

cooperation. Pro-Rector Panglong University
In the same afternoon, agreements anfi g Panglong University Higher Education Dept

MoUs were signed in the presence of Primp Higher Education Dept  (Upper Myanmar)

Minister General Khin Nyunt and Chinese Vice (Upper Myanmar) Ministry of Education
Premier Madame Wu Yi. Ministry of Education
It is certain that the Sino-Myanmar (b) U Wan Tin Rector
. . . Pro-Rector Sittway University
friendly relatlon_s will further b_e strengthened Sittway University Higher Education Dept
through promotion of economic, trade and cul Higher Education Dept  (Lower Myanmar)
(tural cooperation. J (Lower Myanmar) Ministry of Education
. . . Ministry of Education
Myo Min Aung leads Tiger Golf C'ship | ) u SoeyMyim Rector
Yancon, | scored 224 and Naing Pro-Rector Hinthada University
il. 25 MarchN | Naing Lin with 225. Hinthada University Higher Education Dept
m The Tiger- The championship i Higher Education Dept (Lower Myanmar)
Myanmar| being organized by Han (Lower Myanmar) Ministry of Education
Amateur Golf Championt Event Management together Ministry of Education
ship continued for the third with co-sponsors Canon, MNA

round at Yangon Golf Club Ping Golf Equipment] . K
in Danyingon this morning|, Grand Plaza Parkroyal H3- UMFCCI officials meet Thai guests
Myo Min Aung was| tel, Air Mandalay, Wilson|  Yancon, 25 March N Union of Myanmar Federation

leading with 213 strokesand Imperial Jade Drinking of Chambers of Commerce & Industry Vice President U

" - after the third round. Theip Water. Aung Lwin, Joint Secretary-1 U Myo Nyunt, Joint Secre-
Hailing the 59th Anniversary Arn}ed Forces Day Zaw Myint and Zaw Zin The fourth and final tary-2 Dr Maung Maung Lay and CEC member U Myat
BOO k Fa|r Win with 222 each were bg-round continues tomorr Thin Aung met with a four-member delegation headed by

hind the leader. Bo B

g

o row.NEMNA Governor Mrs Anchalee Chavanich of Industrial Estate
v " g 1P Authority of Thailand at the UMFCCI head office yester-
day morning. They discussed matters on investment, trade
affairs, industrial zones and economic cooperationNA

m  Sarpay Beikman

# 378,384 Upper Bo Aung Kyaw Street, Yangoh
(former PPE head office)

19 to 28 March 2004 (from 9 am to 5 pm)

% E 5 v
™

Myanmar Federation of Women's Affairs s é
Plenary Meeting of State/Division J - g
Organization for Women's Affairs | I

Yangon 28-29 March 2004 Bo Bo seen in action on the third ddy. ver The UMFCCI officials meet with Thai guestsulircei
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Guerillas attack US convoy
in Iraq

BacHDAD , 25 MarchN Guerillas attacked a US military patrol west of Baghdad early Wednesday and an ensuin
fight left three civilians dead and two US soldiers injured, the US military and Iraqi hospital officials said.

The fighting came after assailants shot at a van car
police recruits south of Baghdad, killing nine, while g
men killed two policemen in the north. The slayings Tu
day were the latest to target police and other Iragis who
with the US-led occupation.

math of the fighting in the town of Fallujah, 55 kilomet
west of Baghdad, showed two civilian cars burned, blg
stains on the ground and bullet holes in walls, as well a;
wounded Iragis being taken into a hospital.
OAmerican troops came under attack while they
patrolling in the main street,O Fallujah resident Ahmed
said. The US military said two Ocoalition personnel®
injured. The pair were airlifted from Fallujah to a com
hospital after ambushers detonated a roadside bom

rymaged their vehicle with gunfire, a US official said.
un- Muthana al-Jumeili, a doctor at Fallujah General Ho

s, said three civilians died and three others were woun
Bdllujah is a hotbed of insurgent activity.

On the eastern outskirts of Baghdad, three civilian
Associated Press Television News footage of the aftéhree-year-old boy, his grandmother and a male relat|

ewere killed when an explosion destroyed the car they

aitling in, according to relatives. Six other people w
twjored in the blast, which relatives said was caused

mine in the road.

ereAlso before dawn Wednesday, attackers fired a ro|

Alat struck the Sheraton Hotel in Baghdad, where for

weoatractors and journalists stay. The rocket hit a sixth-f
p#dge and the explosion left the lobby strewn with glag
p and

Internet

"German President criticizes
“hiased Western media

DAR-Es-SaLAAM , 25 MarchN German President Johannes

5 Rau has criticized Western media for biased reports about

VAfrica, saying it only focuses on problems on the continent
@Fed neglects its achievements, local newsp@pgdy News

ereported Wednesday.

by aSpeaking at the Mwalimu Nyerere Foundation in Dar-
es-Salaam Tuesday, Rau, who is on a five-day visit to

cReinzania, said that such an attitude is not helpful and should

eige altered.

oor ODoes anyone in Germany know, for instance, that
STanzania is today a stable democracy or Botswana has high

performance economy?0 Rau askeMNA/Xinhua

L] s .
A

British soldier on patrol in the southern Iragi city of Basra recently. A bomb explo
in Basra, close to the headquarters of 8,800 British troops who have occupied so
Iraq since the US-led invasidii. NTERNET

a domestic timetable for

interests.

election in November, must work hard
convince a suspicious Iragi public that the A UN team is due to arrive in Baghdad
political process underway is in their be

IraqOs US-picked interim Governi
Council signed a temporary constitution
earlier this month to oversee its transition
democracy under a directly elected asserthe end of January.
bly that will draw up a permanent chart

deext year. But the United Nations has ye]
Lgigarse the text N a move seen as crucia
give it a sense of legitimacy but whi

Iraq handover still faces
many hurdles

BacHpap ,25MarchNA US plan to turn Irag into an example of democracy in the
Middle East is strewn with obstacles and time is running out to overcome them with
less than 100 days to go until handover time.

The White House, accused of choos
June 30 as the sovereignty transfer date toéieric, Grand Ayatollah Ali Sistani and his

ngould also isolate IragOs most influential
the presidentidbllowers, who have already heavily criti-
tacized the document.

swithin days to advise officials on how to
elect a new caretaker government to take

ngontrol from July 1.

It will also help to create the mechanisms

ttor direct elections to a national assembly by

er But on Monday, Sistani threatened to

ttboycott the team if the United Nations

| endorses IraqOs interim constitution in a
hSecurity Council resolution.fhternet

Chinese language learning
centre opens in Damascus

Dawmascus, 25 March N A Chinese language learning
centre, the second of its kind in the Arab world with the
first in the Egyptian capital of Cairo, opened here on
Tuesday,

Syrian Cultural Minister Mahmud Sayyed and the G
nese Ambassador in Syria Zhsimhuaattended the open
ing ceremony and cut a ribbon symboling the start of
centre. A photo exhibition entited OMagnificent Chi
was also held to celebrate the openvighmud Sayyed tol
Xinhuathat the opening of the centre will further enhance
friendly relationship between Syria and China and pron
bilateral cultural exchanges.

He also expressed appreciation for the advanced f
ties in the centre and the beautiful natural and histo
Chinese sceneries in the exhibition.Three kinds of clg
will be available in the centre according to different need

local people, including common language, busingsgere not competitively bid.

oriented class and weekend class.
As of today, over 100 Syrians has enrolled to learn
Chinese language. MNA/Xinhua

International OITO conference
opens in Kenya

Nairogl , 25 March N A four-day international infor-
mation and communication technology conferenc
opened in the Kenyan capital Nairobi Tuesday.

In his opening remarks, Chairman of the Kenya Infor
tion and Communication Technology Federation Mike El
said: OKenya aspires to be competitive in world market:

this will definitely raise the standards of living of Kenyansititial requirements  t
He said it was necessary to introduce the concept [of
governmentamong East African countries, upgrade the i fa

structure and develop human capacity to achieve the g

The conference will field a series of high-level trainin

workshops to enhance the skills and knowledge of
AfricaOs telecommunications service providers and u
MNA/Xinhua

including poor planning, pricing and a lack of oversight.

Pentagon finds Iraq deals riddled
with problems

WasHINGTON, 25 March N A report by the US Defence DepartmentOs inspecto
general has found major problems with some of the early contracts to rebuild Iraq

Blast heard in
central Baghdad,

- smoke near hotel
BacHDAD, 25 March N

At least one loud explosion

Lwas heard in central Bagh-

b
i

According to the repo
Hpntheinspector-generalOs
_site, procurement rules we

et followed in 22 of 24 deals

arded by the military ol
ehalf of the US-led Coalitio
rovisional Authority in|

t departments amid widespreador humanitarian assistanc
edllegations of overchargingtotalling 122.5 million US

eand cronyism. dollars.

A contract to equip th ODOD (Department q

n Iragi Army was cancelled this Defence) cannot be assur

n month after complaints overthat it was either provided th
the bidding process. Thebest contracting solution g

dad early on Wednesday, and
a cloud of smoke rose near

fthe Sheraton HoteReuters
piyvitnesses said.

e

The US military said it
rhad no immediate informa-

! gghdad and its now-defun
ffice of Reconstruction an

{umanitarian Assistanc

ACBRHA).

rical Many of these contracts

eArmy.

ctcontractis being rebid, causingpaid fair and reasonable prict
da delay in supplying the newfor the goods and service

Thelatest Pentagonrepar22 deals.
covers small contracts, mostly

egion. Guerillas have in the
gpast targeted Baghdad hotels
afsed by foreign contractors,
business people and journal-
ists. N MNA/Reuters

purchased,O the report said

MNA/Reuters

B,
SH#RS biggest of which was to
S@atean Iragi media network

In one example,
thentractor was paid eve
though he was on vacation.
another, vehicles were airlifte
into Iraq at a cost of hundreg
ofthousands of dollars without
properapproval. Andinathirt
a media contractor was us
to organize garbage remov

Oln each phase t
ORHA/CPA and DCC-W
mdPefence Contractin
d&pmmand-Washington) cut
s gpners from generating the

Y

gr_veille}nce of the con
ctor,O said the March 1¢
gport on the web sit
iy'vww.dodig.osd.mil).

The Iraq contractin

%cess is under investigation
¥ several government

A e i
Qil fire : Iragis watch the fire that broke out on IraqOs oil export pipeline from the

southern city of Basra, to the Faw peninsula on the Gulf in the Maamer zone 100
kilometres (62 miles) further south of BagkA.NTERNET



4 THE NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR Friday, 26 March, 2004
Some guards, reserves sent to Ira
with doubtful health

WasHiNGToN, 25MarchNTo meet the demand for troops in Irag, the military deployed National Guard and

Army Reserve soldiers whose medical fithess was doubtful.
The Kansas City Stafinterested in hearing aboutnever should have come jnget physicals; rather, medi-*
found more than a dozenstuff. *No, youOre fine rightthe first place. Also runs acalscreeners asked themonl
members of the Guard arjchow.O O high risk of damaging folks.0a few cursory questions.
Reserve who said they were How many Guard an The Pentagon saiditwas  Once in Iraq, the soldiers
shipped to Irag with littlel Reserve troops were unfit (sconcerned and in recentfaced severe conditions anc
attention paid to their medi- unclear. But the problem monthsbegan requiringmorea lack of medical care that
cal histories. Some sufferedorompted a complaint from scrutiny of soldiersO medicabften worsened their condj-
asthma, diabetes or Tourette director at a military medit backgrounds before the saltions.
syndrome. Others had recental command centre in Ger-diers were shipped overseas. David Lloyd, a 44-year:
surgery, hearing loss or backmany, where many casual- Each of the soldiers whpold mechanic with the Ten-
ailments. ties from Iraq are treated. Anspoke withThe Stasaid they| nessee National Guard, die(
OThey funnelled usApril 14, 2003, memo, obt knew of others whoNlike| in Iraq of a heart attack last
through the medical part:tained byThe Star,called | themselvesNwere sent tpAugust. His wife, Pamel
boom, boom, boom,O saidinfittroops a OKEY medicallraq despite health problems_loyd, said her husband
Michael Scott, an lowa Nal issueO and went on to sayanging from heart diseasehadnOt been aware he hgo
tional Guardsman who had|aOFrankly, we are burning outo allergies requiring refrigt problem, but his autops
herniated disc. OThey let|im lot of time and effort on erated medications. Severashowed three blockages.
be known they werenOt rgadhipping back folks who said many soldiers did not Internet

UAE to host Early Pentagon contracts in Iraq were
OSister City badly done, report says

L a
Omar Juma, 4, stands outside his home in Fallujah, Iraq,

on Wednesday, 24 March, 2004, in the aftermath of
fighting on late Tuesdaljll NTERNET

ForumO in May _ WasHiNGTON, 25 Ma[chNIn awarding the first contracts in Iraq, the Pentagon
~ | Ocutcorners,O couldnOt show that it got Ofair and reasonableO prices and didnOt fol
ABU.DHAB"ZS March N4 up to see if the work was done properly, a new Defence Department inspectpr
The Unlt‘edlArab Emlrate5| eneral®s report says.
to host OSister City Foru 8 Experts on contracting law school. OThe equivalenately awarded personal sery.
n F’Pba' on May 15-18, th said Wednesday thatthe Penef this is to (hire contractorsices contractsO in 10 of the
official WAM news agenc tagon report shows a dis-to) renovate my bathroom24 cases.
reported Tuesday.
More than 600 delegateSngtitytional problem with| month.O O
from cities around the world gpending in Iraq that®s prab-  The 18 March report, that they were getting rea-
are expected to join the fo-ypy far worse than the De-which reviewed 24 contraclssonable prices in 22 of the 2
rum sponsored by the UAE artment of Defence indit worth nearly $123 millionl | contracts.
Government, a top munici-caes, asmallpercentage ofthetens  Thirteen of the contracts
pal official said Tuesday at  The g8-page report of billions of dollars being worth$111 milion, were esser
the preparatory meeting ofghows that Ono one®s mingpent in IragNfound: tially given out without a com:

[0)

the eventOs Supreme Org fh'g the store,O said Stev

en Government officialg petitive bidding process. Thos

" China issues new rules to

supervise futures market
firms

BewinG , 25 March N Chinaissued new guidelines on

e corporate governance for futures brokerages, urging
turbing, but not surprising, and say, “IOIl be back infa Defence Departmentthe companies to upgrade management and become
contract officers didnOt shgwmore competitive, reportedChina Daily on Wednesday.

The rules, drafted by the China Securities Regulatory

4Commission (CSRC), the industry watchdog, clarify the
standards of corporate structure, rights and liabilities of the
,shareholders and requirements for risk management and
-internal control of futures brokerages.

These companies are asked to make their decision-

emaking process more scientific by clearly separating the

izing Committee. Schooner, the co-director ofdidnOt monitor work on 13

The forum will seek tQ e government procurementthe contracts to make su
strengthen cooperation beray, programme at Georgethe jobs were being done.
tween Dubai and the Citi8Syashington UniversityOs  Officials Oinappropri

ofcontracts mostly provided sen

aces and compurters for the hu-

<functions of the board members and managerial staff.

Minority shareholders are expected to get more protec-

i tion and more supervision will be put on risk control,
according to the paper. WMINA/Xinhua

manitarian efforts of the Irag
reconstruction.Ninternet

ith which UAE have twin- ; i i
ning protocol and coopere. US credit card delinquency hits

ning protocol and coopera
new record high

tion and friendship pacts, the
official said. -

They include Istanbul, WasHingTon, 25 March N The percentage of US
Osaka, Beirut, GuangzhotPredit card payments that were past due increased to
and Shanghai, Geneva, Gal@eW record in the final quarter of 2003, the American
Coast, Casablanca, Damad3ankers Association reported in a survey released o
cus, Detroit and Jerusaleny. Tuesday. ) _

The official noted tha The report said that seasonally adjusted percenta
cooperationwould bolsteri _credit card accounts 30 or more days past due rose to 4.
teraction with these cities incent in the fourth quarter of last year, surpassing the p
economic, commercial, pg-OUS all-time quarterly high of 4.09 per cent set in the t

a

n

3ée(_gAdon will only benefit the balization, rules of industrial
@/Hggle EastOs civil aviationcompetition and businegsnot just functional areas

Middle East to adopt open skies policy in 2006

Asu DHaBl, 25 March N Airports across the Middle East region will adopt an open
skies policy in 2006 to boost regional aviation and related markets, the English
newspaperGulf Newsreported Tuesday.

OThe adoption of an opemesult of increasing globali- tertainment centres, logistics,
skies policy by the civil aviar zation. e-commerce, warehousing
tion authorities across the OWith increasing glg-and finance,O he explained.
OAirports themselves are

reﬁﬁgtor,é said Sheikh Ahmedbcation have changed draswhere aircraft land and take

hibdn

in Saeed Al Maktoum| tically,O Al Maktoum off. Airports represent big

litical and technical fields.
During the event, eac|

other types of consumer loans dropped. Aviation and chairman o

quarter of last year. However, delinquency rates for sppfgsident of Dubai Civil said.

business and require clear
Olnternational gatewdgystrategies and precise busi-
pness sense,O Al Maktoum

city will showcase its expe-

cultural shows will also b including auto loans and home equity loans, declined
staged by folk troupes fro seasonally adjusted 1.89 per cent in the fourth quart
participating cities. 2003, down from 2.14 per cent in the previous quarte

MNA/Xinhua MNA/Xinhua

The associationOs survey showed that the delingu
rience in best practices, whi gate on a composite of other types of consumer lo

MatesGroupintheUnite airports are driving and sha|
AALab Emirates.
to a’OFor example, Beirut In-giving rise to the emergin

ing the urban developmentadded.

g Official figures showed

r.

Firefighters tend to a large oil pipeline blaze near the southern Iraq city of Basr:
on 24 March, 20041 NTERNET

- fefpational Airport recorded Qairport cities0.0

that the ongoing airport de-
20 per cent growth in 200 ODubai International Airt velopments and expansions
as a result of the open skieportis a prime example of gncould exceed 15 billion US
policy,0 he said. airportcity. Airportcitiesare dollars in the Middle East
The UAE official noted| now dealing withissues moreregion out of the 50 billion
that civil aviation has grown than just aviationNissues US dollars all over the world,
into anindustry thatincludessuch as real estate, retailingthe report said.
many diverse aspects as| aargo handling, hotels, en- MNA/Xinhua

a

China launches nationwide check on teaching
materials

Beuing, 25 March N China has started a special nationwide check on the quality
of teaching material, reference books, dictionaries and childrenOs reading material
published last year, ChinaOs publication watchdog said Tuesday.

This is the latest movesome 110,000 were newly2003 launched a special
adopted by the State Prespublished. However, manycheck on dictionaries and
and Publication Administra- errors were found in thoseexposed 19 unqualified ones.
tion (SPPA) to step up monij-books, especially in teach-  During thisyearOs check,
toring of the countryOs bookng material, referencethe SPPAsaid, publishersare
market in 2004, which hasbooks, dictionaries and chil-required to firstexamine their
been titted OThe Year ofdrenOs reading materialown publications, and then
Book QualityO by the SPPAwhich aroused dissatisfa¢-the local publication authori-

China boasted overtionamong the general readties and the SPPA will give a
190,000 kinds of publica- ers. spot check on their books.
tions in 2003, among whic The SPPA therefore in MNA/Xinhua




Widow of soldier in Jessica Lynch unit blasts Bush

Center Poit (Texas), 25 March N At a ceremony on Tuesday marking the one-year anniversary of the Iral
attack on Private Jessica LynchOs Army unit, the widow of a soldier who died in the fight blasted President Ge:

W Bush for Olying to AmericaO to justify the Iraq war.
In bitter comments be-

cialist James Kiehl, widow look like he needed to go to
Jill Kiehl accused Bush of war,O she said.
fabricating reasonstolaungh

Iraqgi leader
Hussein. _507th Maintenance Compary
OThe evidence that|

feelslike he (Bush) was mis-southern Irag on March 23,
ing the couple®s 10-monthiraqi fighters.

old son Nathaniel, bor
seven weeks after his fath
died.

tured, including Lynch, wh

Ol1tOs almost as though RS troops rescued her from|ahink the reasons for go;ul;;
side the grave of Army Spe-had things fixed so it would hospital.

Several members of themisleading.O
unit, not including Lynch, at:
James Kiehl, a 22-year-tended the ceremonyin Centesion on grounds that Ir;
the invasion that toppledold computer engineer, wasPoint, 35 miles northwest gfhad weapons of mass
Saddamone of 11 members of theSan Antonio.

Jill Kiehl de;cribed her.

illed when their convoy took self as ObitterO about Bus
starting to come out noya wrong turn at Nassiriya indecision to declare waron Iraf

Oltds upsetting that

leading us,O Kiehl said, hold2003 and were attacked byBush) would have lied t
America to get what h
Seven others were capwanted,O Kiehl said.

was held for nine days beforepeople. ThatOs how | feel

THE NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR Fri

iday, 26 March, 20045

=

over there were bogus

Bush justified the invg
FaLLusa (Iraq), 25 March

-Iraqi town of Fallujah killed
two others after a roadside
on Wednesday, witnesses

q

e
struction and was linked fq
al-Qaeda, the Islamic €
@emist group blamed f¢r
the September 11, 2001
tacks on New York ard
Washington. Sofar, nosuf
weapons have been foun
and little evidence of

din the crossfire.Reuterste

turned udN MNA/Reuter:

e Fighting in |
kills two civilians

ragi town

N Fighting in the turbulent
two civilians and wounded
bomb injured two US soldiers
and the US military said.

A US military spokeswoman said guerillas fired small
pt-arms after the bomb exploded at about 1.30 am (2230 GMT

Tuesday). Two soldiers had been wounded and a military
h vehicle destroyedWitnesses said the civilians were caught

levision footage showed the

bodies of two Iraqgis in hospital after the clashes. It showed

Oln away, itOs like he use@aeda connections r]5551wounded man in a hospital bed and another with bandages

on his neck and arniN MNA/Reuters

Iragi workers push a pickup truck covered in ashes away from a blazing fire raging

the southern town of Faw, Irag, on Wednesday, 24 March ROGHERNET

Iraqi working for OTimeO

magazine shot in

Baghdad

BacHDAD, 25 March N An Iragiworking for  Timemagazine in Baghdad was shot and
critically wounded on Thursday, the magazine said, the latest casualty in a series of recent

attacks on journalists and staff of media organizations.
OA member ofime® Two Iraqgi journalists
staff in Baghdad was shotworking for Dubai-base
andinjured this morning,O thesatellite news channel A
magazine said in a statementrabiya were also shot dea
OAn Iraqi citizen, he is inin their car in Baghdad la
critical condition at th
American military hospital i
the Green Zone in Baghdad.©heckpoint, but the US Arm
Last week, gunmen says it is still investigating.
ambushed and killed three Earlier this month, a
Iragis working for a US- translator working for Voice
funded television and radipof America was shot dead
3¢@fon near Baquba, northeastis car along with his mothe

killed by US troops at

of Baghdad. and daughter in an apparen

targeted attackln January,
gunmenopenedfireonaCNN
Iconvoy south of Baghdad,
ckilling two Iraqi staff.

t Some Iragis working for

week. Arabiya said they wereforeign media organizations

A in Baghdad have alsoreceived
threatening letters.

Guerillas in Iraq have
increasingly been focusing
their attacks on Osoft targetsO,

nincluding Iragis working for
rforeign organizations.
ly MNA/Reuters

HK, Japan forge closer
ties on ICT cooperation

Hone Kong, 25 March N The Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region (HKSAR) government signed
Tuesday the first Arrangement on Cooperation with
Japan to forge closer ties in the development and cooper
tion of information and communications technology (ICT).

The arrangement wassumer market in the affluent
signed by Hong Kong Secre-Pearl River Delta region.
tary for Commerce, Indust
and Technology, John TsangKongOs third largest trade pa
and Kozo Takahara, Vice-ner in the world, adding, ¢

Democrats say Bush abuses power in slamming critic

WasHiNGToN, 25 March N Democrats on Tuesday accused the White House of election-year Oabuses of powerO

Minister for Policy Coordinar would like to take this oppor- president needs to help us
tion, Ministry of Public Man-| tunity to encourage Japanesghat,® Senate Democra

agement, Home Affairs, Postscompanies, especially sm
and Telecommunications
Japan. to partner with Hong Kon

Tsang said the signing ofcompanies to grasp the en
the ICT co-operative arrange-mous business opportuniti

\ > r lleader Tom Daschle of Sou
fand medium sized enterprisesp akota said.

Clarke specifically ac

Pleused Bush of paying insuff
eZient attention to the al-Qaeq

Top Democrats tried t
h1l, 2001 attacks and thereturn the political tables o
i after focusing on Iraq at theBush by accusing the Ad

the Islamic militant group. | squelch dissentand bad ne
of Hisattack coincidedwith on a range of fronts.
-efforts by Bush to make hi They recalled moves i
tteadership on security anddiscreditformertreasury se
e terrorism the major theme gfretary Paul OONeill, wh
hénis campaign for re-election questioned BushOs Iraq pol
da November. in a book in January, and t
ic It also said Clarke was leaking of the identity of CIA
hspeaking out for politica| operative Valerie Plam
reasons and was acting outvhen her husband, form
of pique for having been diplomat Joseph Wilson, a
- passed over for a top jopbcused Bush of hyping prew
aunder Bush. intelligence on Irag.

in trying to discredit former top US counter-terrorism official Richard Clarke, who has accused President George
W Bush of ignoring threats from al-Qaeda before the September 11 attacks.
Democrats took to the Sein-threat before the Septembler
ate floor to lambast the Bu
White House, which ha
a'fiercely condemned Clarke of
Monday.
OWe are seeing abuses
€ J power that cannot be tolel
He said Japan is Hongated. The President needs
rbut a stop to it right now. W
Dlneed to getto the truthand tl

0 Senator Byron Dorgan of
n North Dakota pointed to a
-Oshroud of secrecyO in the

nexpense of efforts to crushministration of attempting to Administration. In remarks

gimed at Bush, New York
Senator Charles Schumer
psaid, ODonOt hide the facts ...
c-donOt try to undermine those
owhowould present the facts.O
cy Daschle called Oimpecca-
eleO ClarkeOs reputation from
30 years in four administra-
etions and told reporters, Ol
ethappen to believe Mr.
-Clarke.O He also called for an
ainvestigation of ClarkeOs
allegations.NMNA/Reuters

ment marked an importantoffered by the Chinese Main=
milestone in forging the part-land market,O Tsang said.
nership between Japan ahd Takahara said, Ol believe
Hong Kong. is very significant to enter int

Vietnam to

" invest big sum

OThis arrangement prothe Arrangementon Coopera-in HIV/OAIDSO

vides a framework for coop-tion with Hong Kong wher
eration in awide range of IC[Tthe world®s foremost infra-
areas covering broadband angtructures in information an

prevention
Hanor, 25 March N

wireless communications

,communication have been jnVietnam will have to inves

multimedia, e-commerce, e-place. For example, the pen214.6-304.4 million US dol

government, and manpow
development.
OWith the fullimplementd

Eletration rate of broadband figars in HIV/AIDS prevention
52 per cent of households anthetween now and 2010, a

tion of the Chinese Mainland/phone is 107 per cent of theHealth on Wednesday.

Hong Kong Closer Economi
Partnership Arrangeme

C population.
t  He said statistics indicatgdegy on HIV/AID Control

(CEPA) this year and our vasthat more than 2,100 Japangsehrough 2010 and Visio

experience and connectig
with the Chinese Mainland
Hong Kong can play a highl
useful role in facilitating the
Japanese ICT industry in e
ploring the Chinese Mainlan
market, especially the co

,in Hong Kong and many df the Vietnamese Governme

Chinese Mainland ~mark tHIV/AIDS infection rate
through Hong Kong N gate; among its population t

-market. N MNA/Xinhua MNA/Xinhua

- the penetration rate of mobilecording to the Ministry off

rcompanies have settled dowr2020, recently approved by

them expect to explore thethe country will lower the

dway to the Chinese Mainlandbelow 0.3 per cent in 2010,

Anti Iraq war protesters march through the centre of
banner reading OEnd the Occupatiol

Sydney, on 20 March behind a
IERNET
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Irag in the aftermath of US invasion
State by state break down

US military forces invaded Iraq on 20 March, 2003 and due to
resistance of Iraqi guerillas, the Americans have been suffering heal
toll of casualties. Up to 23 March, 2004, the death toll of Americ
forces in Irag has reached 582.

US military fatalities in Iraq
Up to 23-3-2004 US soldiers carry a

wounded Gl hit by a

State Amount State Amount
, roadside bomb on 18
Alabama 13 North Carolina 14
Arizona 15 North Dakota 4 February, 2004.
Arkansas 4 New Hampshire 4
California 56 New Jersgy 13
Colorado 8 New Mexico 2
Connecticut 7 New Ycl)(rk 22 ©
Columbia 4 Nebraska 7
Nevada 5
Delaware 6 .
Florida 18 | oo 7
Georgia 15 8':;22??61 g Iraqgis survey the
Hawaii 4 .
Pennsylvania 30 .

Idaho 6 Rhode Island 5 scene of a suicide
Illinois 20 South Carolina 13 .
Indiana 18 South Dakota 5 attack in front of the
:f;fsas 13 is:;:ssee g police station in the
Ken}qcky 8 UFah i > town of Kirkuk, north
Louisiana 8 Virginia 14
Maine 5 Vermont 6
Massachusetts 9 West Virginia 12 of Baghdad, on 23
Maryland 7 Washington 8
Mic?]ligan 22 Wisconsin 10 February, 2004.
Minnesota 4 Wyomlng 5

o American Samoa 3
Mississippi 10 Puerto Rico 8
Missouri 10 ©
Montana 4 Total 582

a»

Two explosives-
laden trucks
were detonated
outside a Polish
military camp in
Hillah, south of
Baghdad on

’ . Feb, 18, 2004.
A car was attacked near Haswa, 40 kilometres (25 miles) south of Baghdad, on |21

Feb, 2004. Guerillas fired on a US military convoy killing an Iraqi translator and

wounding four American soldiers. O

An explosion tore apart a five-storey hotel catering to foreigners in the heartjof Huge smoke billows at a base for Coalition forces and civilian personnel, after an
Baghdad on 17 March. The attack killed 27 people. explosion on 7 March, 2004 in Baghdad, Iraq.
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Hailing the 59th Anniversary Armed Forces Day:
Nation-building duties jointly discharged
by the Tatmadaw and the people

Kholam-Kengtawng Road
constructed by the Tatmadaw
and the people

1. | Launching date 2-3-2001
2. | Macadam road (mile) 41
3. | Gravel road (mile) 31
4. | Wood bridge 12
5. | Reinforced concrete bridge 7
6. | Concrete conduit 88

Tatmadaw members in action
at Kholam-Kengtawng Roa
Project site.

Mongpan-Kengtawng Road built by

Macadam road and a concrete conduit on
Tatmadawmen.

Mongpan-Kengtawng Road
constructed by the Tatmadaw
and the people

1. | Launching date 13-12-2001

2. | Macadam road (mile) 46

3. | Wooden bridge 34

4. | Concrete conduit 94

5. | Guard-rail post 1300

( Steel frame bailey bridge Macadam road, part of
built by Tatmadawmen on Mongnai-Kengtaw Mongpan-Kengtawng Road, which was
Road. constructed by Tatmadaw members.

L The map of Kholam-Kengtawng Road. J

Tatmadaw,
which
possesses
storong
morale &
perserverance

Mongnai-Kengtawng Road

constructed by the Tatmadaw
and the people

1. | Launching date 2-3-2001
2. | Earth road (mile) 45
3. | Wooden bridge 2
4. | Steel frame bailey bridge 360
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Vs

The Tat

service of

(Armed Forces) in perpetual

madaw

the people

J/

Ensuring clean water supply is one of the five rural development tasks.

Prime Minister General Khin alization of the seven-poi

Nyuntdeclaredin his addre!
delivered on 30 August 200
to shape democratic syste
that is in conformity with the
nation and the people. Th
Prime Minister said that th
Governmentwas in the pro
ess of introducing phase-b

3
naiscuss the second objecti

ements hindering the stabil-
c-ity and progress of the State

duture policy programme.
Now, | am going to

N to crush internal and
eexternal destructive ele-

through peopleOs militia

table to strive for the nationalexternal destructive elements
development, instead, theyas the Tatmadaw, which is
had to pay attention to restp-discharging the State duties,
eation of peace and stabilitycan do the job dutifully only

because of the multi-col-with the peopleOs support,
oured insurgency that brokeand its duty included ensur-
out soon after the regaininging the national peace and
of independence, and thestability. The peopleOs par-
alien intrusion. An unrestticipation is required in

~

Armed Forces Day Objectives, which are of vital importance for the nation

The following objec-,
tives of the 59th Anniver
sary Armed Forces Day ha)
been laid down for the na
tional development:

N to strive hand in
hand with the people for su
cessful realization of th
StateOs seven-point poli
programme:

N to crush internal
and external destructive el
ments hindering the stabilit}

and progress of the Statdime. After seriously think4

through people®s milit
strategy;

N to implement bor-
der area development tas
and the five rural develop
menttasks hand in hand wi
the entire people; and

N to build up a strong
and efficient Tatmadaw t
uphold OOur Three Mai
National CausesO

For me, | was think
ing that the 58th Anniver,
sary Armed Forces Day ha

passed not long ago. B
when | saw the objective
eon TV and dailies, | kne

-that the Armed Forces D&
was drawing near agai

Time and tide waits for n
c-man. Man needs to use tin
e effectively. Time cannot b
cpought with money. Ther
are many examples in whig

uphase changes towards thetrategy. Myanmar after, broke out in the nation in crushing the internal insur-

,multi-party democracy; that existing under her own mon-1988, and during the distur- gency. So also, their role is
the materialization of the de-archs as an independent nabances, some persons triedmportant in driving out an

hare true to the current glob

lymocracy must be based ortion fell under subjugation to grab power through shottalien intrusion. A develop-
.history and the objective con-after the unity had collapsed.
ditions of a nation; that it was All the national races fought
drue that the practice of de-back the colonialists with
e mocracy varied from onewhatever weapons they ha
e country to another. Hiswordsin their hands. Due to the
ainequality in firepower and

p— —_——

<~ Byuha Maung >

—_ -

,cut instead of collectivel

some persons have to p
e-much throughout their life
for wasting the invaluablg

ayonditions. Whatever syste|
a nation is practising, ther
> must be an enduring Cons
tution that continuousl
eserves the interest of the el
tire people of the Union. A
the nation-building tasks wil
obe implemented stage b
stage, we are sure that tl
ediscipline-flourishing demo
deratic nation, where politica
stability prevails, will
emerge. The entire people

aing about the objectives on
by one to the best of m
intellectual level, | have

keome to realize essence

-laying down the Armed
hForces Day objectives by th
Head of State and the lea|
ers of the Tatmadaw.

0 Concerning the firs

héo unitedly strive to regain colonialists have been inst|

pMyanmar has been able

mlack of correct leadershi ing nation like Myanmar,
ethe armed resistance oftrying to solve the problemwhich is striving hard for
itMyanmar did not achieve itsand to end the turmoil. Dupdevelopment, will have to
aim, and the people had o unavoidable situation, thecrush the internal and exter-

nkve under the colonialist en- Tatmadaw took over thenal destructionists, that may
5 slavement. But the entire n
| tional people including mem- ber 1988 to save the natigrpeopleOs militia strategy.

State duties on 18 Septembreak up the nation, through

Now letOs deal with
-the third objective Nto
hgating destructive elementsimplementborder area de-
einside and outside the navelopment tasks and the
Jtion, and launching attacksfive rural development
on political and economi¢tasks hand in hand with

ybers of the Sangha were abléom falling apart. The neo

independence in 1948 wi
Ithe leadership of th
Tatmadaw. Since the

nobjective N to strive hand
in hand with the people for
successful realization of]

t the StateOs seven-point fu

cture policy programme N

the nation will join hands wit
the Government and striv
energetically with full Union
-Spirit for the emergence of
Constitution and practicalre

stand again as an indeper
eentand sovereign nation. B

the national economy was
aa state of decline, as the p|
-vious governments were n

dfronts to pave the way for thethe entire peopleThe Gov-
Upersons in their favour to grabernment has to pass through
npower. The participation of a lot of work programmes
ethe people is required ipand

ocrushing the internal an

(See page 9)

A large number of people attending a mass rally to show unanimous support for the seven-point policy programme of the State.



rHaiIing the 59" Anniversary Armed Forces Da);

J

(from page 8) progress among regions. Fpral health promotion; an
difficult and delicate situa- the same reason, with theural economic develop
tions to keep the nation gnfive rural development tasksment.
the right track. Here, | would laid down to fulfil the mos Now, the fourth ob-
like to present a passage franfundamental needs in ruraljective N to build up a
the address delivered by Raareas, the Government, thestrong and efficient
tron of the Union Solidarity Tatmadaw and the people ar@ atmadaw to uphold OOur
and Development Associa-working together for the de- Three Main Nation Causes.
tion at the AssociationOwelopment of rural areasHere, all must note the fa

d and the US-Iraq Warin 2003
- The break up of the nation

ctthe national races as the n

THE NEW LIGHT

OF MYANMAR Friday, 26 March, 20049

nomic and political power:
of the nation are strong, will
it be able to win the respe:
of the neighbouring and re-|
gional countries.

In this 21st century
wars are not waged conve
tionally with lethal weapon:
alone. The first strategy i
the IT warfare. Highly ad
vanced and sophisticated
weapons are used in aggrey
sive wars. For example, thqg
war in Kosovo in 1999, th
war in Afghanistan in 200

unity will lead to the disinte
gration of the Union and th
loss of sovereignty. In thi
regard, OOur Three Mail
National CausesO must
accepted and followed by all

tional policy.

It is the duty of the
Tatmadaw to crush togeth
with the people all the en
emies trying to harm OO
Three Main National
CausesO. The Tatmadaw
discharging duties in the in-
terest of the nation and thg
people with true goodwill. |
is striving to raise the soci

o

o *

Hailing the 59" Anniversary Armed Forces Day:

Myanma Tatmadaw is like this

As the Tatmadaw, it emerged
Embryonic status, the roots are
Based on patriotism, love of nation.
For national people, sacrificed lives
The Independence

Has been wrested back.

For national people, for mind and body
Peace

Has been formulated.

For national people, progress and
development

Pride not to wane, plan and get ready
Laying down the path, that situation
Is definitely seen.

For national people, Road Map was writt
Future of the nation

Has been charted out.

As in Road Map, the seven point.
Unfailingly, must be implemented
The movements, are clearly seen
Are truly discernible.

*

*

*

Po Wa (Trs)

economic standard of th

people, and atthe same timeGeneral Than Shwe sai

,velopment; to make efforts

ensuring peace and stabili

yOThe Tatmadawmen will to build a brilliant Tatmadaw

and public security in the have to strive together with to protectand defend the sov-

nation.

The Tatmadaw, loyal

to the State and the people

striving in all sectors to lay
down sound foundations fq

the future democratic natiol
If we study the past an

present situations, we ca

Members of the peopleOs militia actively took part in endeavours for safeguardirﬁg(mthatamodem and po

nationOs independence.

Annual General Meeting for where the majority of the N the nation will be strong
2003 as follows:
OWhen it comes t The five rural devel
fostering the development,opmenttasks are: rural transinsults and aggression of ot|
emphasis is also placed omport facilitation; adequate ersifthe defence of our cou
the effort to see that there jgural clean water supply; ru-try is weak.
no developmentgap betweemal education promotion; ru- Only if both the eco
one region and another. Spe-
cial plans have been laid
down and are being imple-
mented to develop the re-
gions which lagged behind
in development owing to
various reasons in the past.

ONotonlywere acen-
tral committee and a work
committee formed to carry
out development tasks for
raising the living standard of
national races residing in the
border areas, a separate min-
istry had been set up to ac-
celerate these measures con-
tinuously.

As concentrated ef-
forts have been exerted to
ensure development in all
sectors, fruitful results are
now in sight.

OIn modernizing the
State, steps are being taken
to make sure that not a single
region is left unattended.
Plans have also been laid
down to ensure equitable

countryOs population reside.@nly ifthe Tatmadaw, strong
It is sure that we will face

erful Tatmadaw is needed
ward off all

side the nation.
h- At the 56th Anniver-

Commander-in-Chief o

nsary Armed Forces Day, th

Defence Services Senid

the people for the successfllereignty and territorial in-
implementation of the tegrity.

istateOs 12 objectives, while The four 59th Anni-

keeping in the fore OOUrversary Armed Forces Day
rThree Main National| Objectives which have been
.CausesO; to strive for dynadaid down to serve the long-
dmism and propagation of term interest of the nation,
rUnion Spirit, whiletryingto| the people and the
foster national unity; tomake Tatmadaw, will help lay

cefforts in cooperation with sound foundations for the
the people to implement the future democratic State with

.enemies from inside and outfive rural developmenttasks; full essence and the present

to strive hand in hand with generation to hand down
the people take thrifty meas- good heritage to the poster-
eures, to reduce wastage andty.
to accelerate the production
rsector for the national de-

FhkAk

(Translation: TMT)

Tatmadaw which is upholding OOur Three Main National CausesO.
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Secretary-1 meets industrial [ b Tin Win Tun Co; and K

(from page 16)
Afterwards,

spected various kinds

small-scale vehicles, fan gfsaid.Progress is being madeviewed the Union Highwa

watercraft and speed boa
agricultural equipment an
foodstuff displayed a
Monywa industrial zone

cines.
They attended the ce

emony to open Shwepyiayegard, achievement is to beof a bridge across Yama
school building at Monywa made both in quantity andCreek in Yinmabin Town

BEHS-2. The Secretary-
formally unveiled the sign
board of the building. The
also viewed round the mu
timedia teaching centre.

At the opening cer4 highly-qualified new gen-{ Road and
emony, an official reported erations and reliable onesMonywa Road, ang

on arrangements made f

opening the new building| dially greeted the teachefspridge. The commander re-

Principal Daw Htay Myint

handed over the documentdoard of trustees.

related to the building to N

the| dents. In the process, continand brothers & sisters.
Secreatry-1 and party in-ued endeavours are to be After the ceremony, the

1 million by U Kyaw Kyaw
teachers, parents and stuSein, Daw Nan Yadana Win

fmade for greater success,

Secretary-1 and party

sin carrying out tasks for enrunder construction i
suring all nationals to be litr Monywa. Officials reported
erate, enrolment of cent pefon work progress and th
cent school-going-age chil

[]

to middle and high schools.Secretary-1 and party pr
- He said that in this re ceeded to construction si

[v]

lin quality. Teachers are toship. Officials reported on
nurture and teach the stliconstruction of Monywa:
dents with goodwill through Yagyi-Kalewa Road and the
|-the most effective use of15-mile road to link
pedagogical aids to turn oytMonywa-Pale-Gangaw
Pakokku-

biNext, the Secretary-1 cof-progress in building the
and members of the schophorted on preparations to &

made for timely completio
The 130" x 24" schoo] of road and bridge constru

o

1%}
v

-Secretary-1 gave necessary
They also viewed produc-dren and high rate of theinstructions.
tion of traditional medi-| students pursuing educatign |n the afternoon, the

2 BED Director U Hla| building was constructed intion tasks. The Secretary.
Aung. The Secretary-1 deliv; three months at a cost of Kand party inspected the con
ered a speeciHe said that| 15.5 million including K 2.5 struction site. On comple
in a bid to implement the 4-million donated by Sagaingtion, the bridge will be 947
year special plan for promg-Division Peace and Devel-feet in length and it will link]
tion of the education stand-opment Council; K 3 mil-| Aungchantha village i
ard, success has beetion each by Gomorra medi-Yinmabin Township and
achieved thanks to the harcal house and Honda-yondaw village in Salingy| Senior General Than Shwe greets Vice Premier Madam Wu Yi of State Council of PRC
monious efforts of the State,Meaner Co; K 1.5 million| Township. NEINA at Credentials Hall of Pyithu Hluttaw BuildindNews on page 18) mna

[ary

Senior General Than Shwe receives Vice Premier Madam Wu Yi of State Council of PRC and party at Credentials Hall of Pyithu HluttagiBwitdimg page 18) Mna
Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than inspects construction tasks on Maei-Minkyaung road section

Yancon, 25 MarchN | Western Command Maj-GenMaung Oo and Minister Maj+ heard reports on progress|ofsland, four fresh water pondskhin Maung Than and party
Member of the State PeageMaung Oo, Ministerfor Con{ Gen Saw Tun inspectedconstruction tasks and gavehave been dug for the publicdnspected An-Padekyaw-Maei
and Development Council Lt+ struction Maj-Gen Saw Tun, construction of Maei{ necessary instructions. use. Next, they inspectedRoad construction project and
Gen Khin Maung Than in{ Col Myint Soe of Taungup Londawpauk-Minkyaung They proceeded tp progress in construction ofgave necessary instructions.

spected construction of roadStation and officials, Lt-Ge
sections and bridges on MagiKhin Maung Than arrived
Minkyaung road section of Londawpauk Bridge Con
Yangon-Kyaukpyu Highway struction Projectin An Town
on 21 MarchAccompanied| ship and gave necessary i
by Chairman of Rakhine Statestructions.

Peace and Development Lt-Gen Khin Maung
Council Commander of Than, Commander Maj-Ge

Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than inspects construction of An-Padekyaw-Maei Road.N

road section with the use
geotextile process. They al

saw over progress in buildingfilled the requirements.

Thanthamagyi Bridge i
Yanbye TownshigOnarrival
at Thanthamachay Bridge
Yanbye Township, Lt-Gel

Khin Maung Than and partyin Yanbye Township. In th

ofThazintanpauk Bridge ip Minkyaung Bridge.
50ranbye Township and ful-

An-Padekyaw-Maeiroad sec

Out of 14 bridges which tion is underconstruction in
will be 180 feet and above onprogressi&l MNA

InLainggaung Island, they Taungup-Maei-Kyaukpy
looked into construction ofthe Road Section, eight bridge
nroad between Thazintanpaukhave been built and six a
Bridge and Wamphike Bridge under construction.
In the evening, Lt-Ge

Lectures, exam

e for BEd

correspondence
courses

announced

Y anGon, 25 MarchN The
lectures and exams for the
trainee teachers of BEd corre-
spondene course for 2003-
2004 academic year will be
held at Yangon Institute of
Education. Lectures will be
givenforthefirstyearof course
No 22 and the second year of
course No 23 from 22 April to
13 May. Trainees are to report
notlaterthan 21 Apriland will
not be allowed to report three
days beyond the target date.
The examinatios for the
courseswillbe heldfrom 17 to
21 May. NBVINA

1]



Deedokpauk Bridge on Yangon-Kyaukpyu
Highway in Rakhine State commissioned

into service

Yancon, 25 March N | Kyaukpyu Highway Next, Minister for
Hailing the 59th| passing through marshland<Construction Maj-Gen Sa
Anniversary Armed Forceswas built with the use of Tun said there are 18,43
Day, Deedokpauk Bridge geotextile method. Of themiles of roads in the nation
on Maei-Kyaukpyu section 14 over 180-foot bridges onup 4,801 miles from 13,63!
of  Yangon-Kyaukpyu| Taungup-Maei-Kyaukpyuy in 1988. In Rakhine ther
Highway in Yanbye| Highway, eight bridges N| are now 897 miles of road
Township, Rakhine State,the Kaingshe, the Tanlwe,up 449 miles from 448 i
was commissioned intothe Hsapyin, the Lamu; the1988.
service on 22 March. Maei; the Kyaukpaukgyi; In his speech, Chairma

Member of the Statethe Sanepauk; and theof Rakhine State Peace an

Peace and DevelopmenDeedokpauk N have|l Development Counci
Council Lt-Gen Khin| already been opened.
Maung Than delivered a
address at the opening ofare completed, Ann-MaeirOo said rapid progress |
the bridge held on theKyaukpyu and An-Maei- clearly evident in ever
eastern bank of Taungup highways linking sector as the Governmer
Deedokpauk Creek. the southern and northenthe people and th

He said infrastructuresRakhine State will emerge.Tatmadaw have realized th
have been built in variousThe Yangon-Kyaukpyu political, economic and
sectors for development ofHighway will also emerge social objectives in
all regions of the Unior magnificently as the harmony for making the

:1 Brig-Gen Kyaw Win reported on the factories established in Kyaukse Township;
I Managers of respective factories, on progress in building factories, installation of machines

Commander of Western
When all the bridges Command Maj-Gen Maun Jwork of the smelting work. The Secretary-1 looked into the production process at the
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Secretary-1 inspects factories in Kyaukse

Yancon, 25 March N Secretary-1 of the State Peace and Development Council
Lt-Gen Soe Win, accompanied by Member of the State Pece and Development Council
Lt-Gen Ye Myint of the Ministry of Defence, Chairman of Mandalay Division Peace
and Development Council Commander of Central Command Maj-Gen Ye Myint,
ministers, deputy ministers, the mayor of Mandalay, and officials of the State Peace and
Development Council Office, inspected the factories under the Ministry of Industry-1
qn Kyaukse Township, Mandalay Division, on 22 March morning.

! At the briefing hall of the Cement Plant (Kyaukse), Deputy Minister for Industry-

to the factories, work capacity, production and distribution of the products; and the

manager of the asbestos factory, on factory construction tasks and conditions on
manufacturing products. The Secretary-1 gave instructions. The Secretary-1 and party
Mooked into the production process at the bicycle factory, sewing machine factory, vest
?gctory and shoe factory. Afterwards, they headed for the farm machinery factory of the
Agricultural Mechanization Department under the Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation

at Ingon in Insein Township. Director-General U Win Maw reported on production

Sfactory. Officials reported on salient points of the factory, products and staff affairs.
The director-general gave a supplementary report. The Secretary-1 left necessary
instructions. The factory has a capacity to produce 10,000 power-tillers and 5,000

ecombined harvesters. RVINA

t

Y

formed with 14 states andYangon-Sittway Highway,whole Union a peaceful|

divisions. Development Thus there will be three modern and developed one
infrastructures have beengateways N An, Taungup since the Government
built in all states including and Gwa N to the state started assuming the respon

Rakhine State and bordermnd four highways in the sibilities of the State.
regions which lagged state. Deedokpauk Bridg
behind in develop in theis an important facility on
past for certain reasonsthe Yangon-Kyaukpyu
Transport plays a key roleHighway. It is one of th
in developing a region| 169 over 180-foot bridgesnon-disintegration of the
Smooth and better transpgrbuilt by the Public Works| Union, non-disintegration
helps promote trade andsince 1988. The PW hasof national solidarity and
production, thereby leadingbuilt 28 over 180-foot| perpetuation of sovereignt
to developing the regionalbridges in Rakhine StateN which is national policy.
economy. At the same timealone.
there will be a harmoniou The 592-foot bridge is efforts are under way t
progress in health, edugaa
tion and social sectors. | facility supporting a 24-foot

Moreover, increase inmotor way. Its maximum
the relationship among theload bearing capacity is 60
brethren will promote| tons. It will help develop
exchange of knowledge andhe state. Rakhine State is
widening the scope ofrich in natural resources
visions among themselvesand an offshore natural gas
leading to further strengrdeposit has been found in
thening national unity andthe region. Rakhine State
Union Spirit. Thus, the saw a 13.6 per cent rise in
Government has beenthe gross domestic product
giving priority to the|in fiscal 2002-2003 when
transport development. Incompared to that of fiscal
the past Rakhine State2001-2002. Per capita
relied on air and watefincome of the state in fiscal
transport. Thus, the2002-2003 was K 79,770,
Government has beenup K 29,027 from K 50,743
building many bridges in in fiscal 2001-2002.
the state to help improve The Government can
its road transport. Now theprovide all necessary
state has three highways Nassistance and create sound
the Sittway-MraukU-An;| foundations, but the redlDeedokpauk Bridge seen

being taken with the ain
of upholding OOur Thre|

Now is the time when

reinforced concreteimplement the seven-point

Such measures are

e

Main National Causes® N

Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Soe Win inspects products of Myanma Agricultural Equipment
Factory in Ingon, Kyaukse Township.fika

on Maei-Kyaukpyu road section of Yangon-Kyaukpyu Highway in Yanbye Tiawnship.

the Taungup-Padaung; andorce behind the regionQs

the Gwa-Ngathaingchaungdevelopment lies in thepolitical programme that Union.
local people. Thus, all will will promise the emergenc)
roads reaching all thehave to make harmoniousof a new, disciplineon behalf of the local Col Myint Soe of Taungu
efforts for the developmentflourishing democracy andnational people, spokgeStation, local authorities, Gen Saw Tun, Commander
the perpetuation of thewords of thanks for the cultural dance troupe andMaj-Gen Maung Oo and

N linking a network of

directions of the nation
The section of the Yangon-of their region.

Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than addresses opening ceremony of Deedokpauk Brid

construction of Deedokpauklocal people totalling over
Next, a representative,Bridge. Also present were2,000.
Later, Minister Maj-

Col Myint Soe formally
opened the bridge. Lt-Gen
Khin Maung Than unveiled
the stone inscription of the
bridge. Afterwards, Lt-Gen
Khin Maung Than and
party together with the
locals inspected the bridge.
MNA

ge on Yangon-Kyaukpyu Highway in Yanbye Townshjp.N



12 THE NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR Friday, 26 March, 2004

rn\kun\pvaer;tkaqiul\
pvaer;B-«>saep;say-qc\tn\;
2003-2004pvaqc\Nus\pvaer;B-«>saep;say-q
Sra/Sramm’a;kiuy\tiuc\tk\erak\gc\y-rmv\.eNraq
gc\tn\;Nuc\.e ' PSiurmv\.saem;p-«m”a;kiurn\kun\g
eAak\pEAtiuc\; kc\;pOplup\mw\ “Ps\pEgw\"
T

1"| Apt\sU\(22)
pTmNUs\
Apt\sU\(21)

dutiyNas\

C

V|

rqcitn\;kal séem;p-«k’c\;pmv\.
E(22-4-2004) (17-5-2004)
mu mu
E(13-5-2004) (20-5-2004)

o

2

ADVERTISEM

ENTS

I-A7;erAkn\2Aqt\"Pc\.qal

10 tn\;eAac\'p";,g-' B-«>r' B-«>l-n\m”
THE NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR

MIN KYAW MINOS

SPOKEN ENGLISH CLASS

gc\tn\;gs\kui 9-4-2004 rk\t-c\smw\"
quM;lgc\tn\; tnlsa' budéh-;' eqadkao am to 11.30

Multi-media style lab, audio-visual aidNuc\. eKt\im"AeTak\Ak-m"a

km\;na;Im\;Nuc\. 43 Im\;eTac\."' builteTac\Omi>ny\'
suMsm\;rn\ Punl;-29616

K\KMmw"

a;At-k\ AK"oM;wc\

q
/

i

enak\Ak” SMu;gtc\; piudrmv\.rk\-E(21-4-2004) by
EEE(3)rk\Tk\ek a\l-n\ena
EEKc\:kiu K-c\.mOpp(

(esaT-;eBa)
@anK-«m’; (s"mi
pvaer;B-«>saep;say-qc\tn
rn\kun\pvaer;tkagiul\

ol

=
~

23MT
5MT
AMT
2MT

1. Potassium Chlorate
2. Lactic Casein
3. Red Phosphorus
4. Hide Glue
M;mw\"

AguM; we\mw\"

\kur@minese cultural relics
spanning 5,000 years

ARRIVAL/CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
MV OMANDALAYO VOY NO 122/N

Consignees of cargo carried on MV OMANDALA
Voy No 122/N are hereby notified that the vessel has ar
at Yangon port on 25-03-2004 and will be berthing on al
26-03-2004 and cargoes will be discharged into the pre
of Myanma Port Authority where it will lie at the consig
eeOs risk and expenses and subject to the byelaw
conditions of the port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am t8Q

n

am and 12 noon to 4 pimto Claims Day now declared as {]

third day after final discharge of cargo frohevessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after,

Claims Day.
CONTAINER FEEDER SERVICE
MYANMA FIVE STAR LINE
Phone : 293147, 296507, 295754

Y& 14 5HQ, England., is th

bduade Mark:-
nises

TRADE MARK CAUTION
HSBC Holdings plc,of
8 Canada Square, Londo|

i@dner of the following

n-
s and

1

he
Reg. No. 2993/1995

tHe respect of OBankin
insurance, financial an
stockbroking services; a
other services in class 36

Fraudulent imitation o

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
MV GEE HONG VOY NO (406)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV GEE HONG
No (406) are hereby notified that the vessel will be arri

on 26-3-2004 and cargo will be discharged into the pren

of M.L.T.T where it will lie at the consigneeOs risk
expenses and subject to the byelaws and conditions
Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am t

11.20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm up to Claims Day
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
the vessel.
No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
Claims Day.
SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/SEAGLE
CORPORATION
Phone No: 256908/378316/376797

unauthorised use of the sa
Trade Mark will be deal
with according to law.

oy Win Mu Tin ,

discovered

A
aer;tkOgiulit-c\

tn\;ga;
n”;kp\

eéh-;ens3
K

CHONGQING, 25 March
N Archaeologists claim that
cultural relics they discov;
Pered in Yunyang Count;
southwestern  China(
Chongging municipality
cover each culture ofa 5,00
year period with distinct cul
tural stratums.

OWe discovered huma

tural stratum, especiall
those after the Shang (1
+ Century BC-11 Century BC
,and the Zhou (11 Centur
8C-221 BC) dynasties
which are well preserved an
Ouninterrupted in age.O
During the excavatio
which started on Februar
28, archaeologists unearth

n

’

y
dIeal

Y

6 81% of Angolans
drink non-treated

water
LuanDA, 25 March N At
st 81 per cent of the
Angolans survive on non-
treated water, the National
stitute of Statistics (INE)
was quoted by local media

traces of each period fro
the Neolithic Age to the im
perialMing (1368-1644) an
Qing (1644-1911) dynastie
Wwhich covers 5,000 years

¢ Said Professor Luo Erhu wit

mfour spiral trapeziform asl
pits with a diameter of on
metre of the Southern So
5,Dynasty (1127-1279), th
Qirst of its kind ever spotte:

hin the Three Gorges Rese

Ithe archaeological depart-voir region and seldom see
ment of prestigious Sichugnaround the country.
)University. OThe function of thos|
Nearly 1,000 articles pits is still under investiga
idvere unearthed at the site| tion,O said Luo, Obutitshou
Luo acknowledged that be related to certain religion
Oessential historical artic%mr customs.O

were discovered ateach cul- MNA/Xinhua

ing MA.,HG.P,DBL,
ise$or HSBC Holdings plc.
and  P.0. Box 60, Yangon
f the pated: 26 March 2004
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(30)rk\At-c\; kun\im\;piu® eSacerhment official said her

Nigeria seeks visa clearance
to fight drug trafficking

1
.Niggyiak\ federal governmentLagos that it was imperativ)
has called for internationg! for foreign embassies in tl

tgboperation on visa clearan¢ecountry to submit visa appli-

‘:ountries, in order toto the agency for screeni

HS

[¢’)

Lacos, 25 March N The | NigeriaDs commercial capital

ut potential drug traf-before the visas are granted-

:as saying on Tuesday.

' The institute presented
S{heir findings of a Multiple
' Indicative Inquiry (MICS) on
;the WorldOs Water Day Mon-
nday. It said 41 per cent of
Angolan families live with-
out proper sanitation, and
more than 40 per cent get
yater from unsafe sources,

JAngolan news agenéngop

reported.

The document stated that
the diarrhoea s killing nearly
two million children world-
wide per year and causes
other diseases.

The childrenwho already
suffer from other iliness are

ethe first to get sick and die of

diseases related to drinking

nofNigerianstravellingtodrug cants to drug source countri ynclean water, such as diar-

q

hoea, cholera and typhoid

fever.N MNA/Xinhua

io@Rrs, aseniorNigerianGoy-  He said NDLEA vis

\piyek KRIUC\RMuU;
‘piiesde)

Abdul Danbata, com
umangen)of the National Dru
LawEnforcement ~ Agen

all intending travellers to

recommended to foreig

(NDLEA), told reporters inl embassies. MNA/Xinhua

clearance unit ensures thal

drug source countries are
screened before they arg

DonG®

SMOKE
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Mars rover peers at edge of
ancient seashore

WasHINGTON , 25 MarchNNASAOs Mars roverOpportunityis sending data back to Earth from an ancient martian

seashore, scientists reported on Tuesday.

OWe thinkOpportunity is now
parked on what was once the shorel
of a salty sea on Mars,O said St
Squyres, principal investigator for th
science payload dDpportunityand its
twin Mars exploration rovepirit.

On March 2, astronomers al
nounced that the Red Planet w
Odrenched with waterO at some pa
But the roversO analysis of Mars ro
has now produced the first concre
evidence that liquid water might -a
tually have flowed on planetOs surfa

Olfyou have aninterestin search
for fossils on Mars, this is the first plat
to go,0 said Ed Weiler, NASAOs as
ciate administrator for space science

In a presentation titleddpportu-
nity hits the beach,0 Squyers and ot

Mars rover scientists stressed that
ncks they observed are at the side
eveater that shows sedimentary rock.
estead of being merely drenched, the

rocks were formed by flowing wate

the researchers said.
n-  Squyers said the amount of wal
amdicated by these rocks represents
inlifference between Owater you cand
ctkeom a well, and water you can swi
tén.O
OThis was a habitable environme
cen Mars, a salt flat,0 Squyers said.
nghen asked whether he expected to
eevidence that Earth-type life had e
sisted at the site, he said, Ol donOt ex
.to see microbial fossils and | certain

don®t expect to see dinosaur tracks
her Scientists do not yet know how b

heine body of water might have been, h
fdeep, or when or how it formed.
n-  Even so, this finding is a bullOs-¢
sior the rover team, whose mission
,to investigate areas believed to hg
been covered with water long ago.
ethere was water, theorists believe, th
thmight have been life on the Red Plan
aw OWeOre back on Mars. 1tOs gre
mbe there and even better to know th
due course, human explorers will
eriow,0 NASA Administrator Se
B@OKeefe told the briefing.
see Askedwhetherthis discoverywou|
-affect the pacing of the Bush Admini
pteationOs plan to send humans to
lysomeday, OOKeefe replied, Olt certa
. would have an impact.O
g MNA/Reuters

3

HK resumes chilled

chicken imports from

Mainland

Hone Kong, 25 March NHong Kong Special Admin-

ovgtrative Region Government Monday resumed the im-
portation of chilled chickens from the Chinese Mainland.

ye According to the Food and Environmental Hygiene

aBepartment (FEHD) of the Hong Kong Government, about
V24,000 Mainland chilled chickens were imported to Hong
IKong on the first day of import resumption, and it is very

elikely that the number of imports will increase in the near

eluture.

at to The first batch of 5,000 chilled chickens which arrived

itn Monday morning was transferred to Man Kam To Food
IControl Office for inspection.

Superintendent of the FEHD Fan Yung-kai said samples

of the imported chilled chickens will be tested for H5 virus.

d

Fan also said that the government will have to evaluate

sthe situation before deciding when to resume the importa-
aien of poultry viscus and chilled ducks and geese.

inly In order to reduce the risk of the outbreak of avian flu,
the FEHD is carrying out additional measures.

MNA/Xinhua

World champion OSnake
ManO killed by cobra

Bangkok , 25 MarchNThailandOs Boonreung
Buachan, holder of theGuinness Book of World Record
title for spending the most time penned up with snakes
was killed by a cobra which bit him during his daily show,
a hospital doctor said on Monday.

Boonreung, 34 and dubbed Snake Man, was ru
unconscious to Prai Bung Hospital near his home town,
miles northeast of Bangkok, Dr Wipa Praituan féliters.

UN reports dietary deficiencies

5

threaten billions

\ Unirep Nations, 25 MarchNDietary shortages of crucial vitamins and minerals like zinc and iron may be keeping
as many as a third of the worldOs people from reaching their full potential, researchers told a UN panel on Tuesday.

OResources and techn
sy to bring vitamin and
3mineral deficiencies unde

control do exist. What w

OHe was brought here with no signs of life. He wasn@ed is the will, the effor

breathing and his heart didnOt beat,O she said.

Boonreung was listed by ti@&uinness Book of Worl
Recordsn 1998 after living with snakes in a glass box
seven days.

An epileptic, he went into convulsions after bei
bitten, but no one took him to the hospital initially becal
they thought he was suffering an epileptic fit.

BoonreungQs father said he would give his son
snakes to a zoo because nobody in the family dared
with them.NMNA/Reuters

and the action to fix this prg
iblem,O said Venkates
oMannar of the Ottawa-base
Micronutrient Initiative,
nahich co-funded studies wit
uséee UN childrenOs agen

olnemia, cretinism and blind-gence and a deficiency inthe mostunder-reported glo-
ness, but less extreme defiVitamin A compromises the bal health problem, they said.
rciencies can also cause serimmune system of about 40  As many as one-fifth of
e ous problems, said the studper cent of children underthe worldOs population lack
t ies presented to a meeting|ofive in developing nations, enough zinc in their diets,
-the UN Standing Committeethe researchers said. Theyutting childrenin particular
ron Nutrition, an arm of the said a shortfall in iodine atrisk of dwarfism, diarrhoea
dWorld Health Organization. causes as many as 20 milliorand serious respiratory in-
A shortage of iron in the babies ayear to be born menfections like pneumonia, the
hdiet crimps young childrenQsally impaired. studies found.
cylevelopment and intelli Zinc deficiency may b MNA/Reuters

UNICEF.
Ds 30Severe deficiencies i
degy nutrients can trigge
medical problems includin:

» Recording industry sues 532

r

Ethiopia to build hydroelectric
power project over Nile

Apbis Asaga, 25 MarchN Ethiopia announced Tue

sday its plan to construct a

hydroelectric power project under the Nile Basin Initiative (NBI) while Egypt insists on
its huge quota of Nile water with other countries sharing the river.

The Ethiopian New Tefera said the funds fo
Agencyquoted governmentcarrying out most of th
officials as saying that four projects has already been
large-scale dams would becured from the internationg
built around River Abay community.

(Nile) very soon. According to him, part o

Tefera Beyene from thethe investment for the co
dam and hydroelectric powerstruction of the Baro-Akob
design department of thehydroelectric power projec
Ethiopian Ministry of Water was obtained from the No|
Resources said a study wouladvegian Government.
begin soon to enable the OOther irrigation and wa
launch of the first hydroeleg-ter drainage developme
tric power project. projects would also be unde

rtaken aroundriver Dedesa a|
e lake Tana. Ethiopiaand Egy|
eare working together for th
Imutual benefit of the people
of the respective countries g
the utilization of the resource
-of River Abay (Nile),O Tefer|
b added.A study enabling tq
tlaunch Geba hydroelectri
-power projecton Baro-Akob
River basin is also being ca|
-ried out with a fund allocate:
ntby the government, sai
rTefera. NMNA/Xintua

b people for online music piracy

Los ANGELEs, 25 MarchNThe Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA)
filed lawsuits against 532 people Tuesday, for alleged illegal online sharing of digital music.

This is the latest in a se-networks are accused by th®sharing® music from a peer-
ries of aggressive moves thaRIAA. The other 443 peopleto-peer network without au-
the RIAA has taken in its accused are those who usthorization is illegal, it can
fightagainstincreasing onlinecommercial Internet accesshave consequences and it
music piracy, which costs theproviders in California, Colo; undermines the creative fu-
h@ecording industry dearly. | rado, Missouri, Texas andture of music itself, O RIAA
pt  Among the accused in-Virginia. president Cary Sherman said
pcluded 89 individuals usin The defendants face ppin a statement.
snetworks at 21 universities intential civil penalties or set-  So far 1,977 people have
rArizona, California, New tlements that could costthepbeen accused by the RIAA
sYork, Indiana, Maryland| thousands of dollars. Settlessince it launched the offen-
pColorado, Pennsylvania,mentsin previous cases haysive against illegal online
Tennessee, Wisconsin andveraged 3,000 US dollarsmusic piracy late last year.
cWashington. each. The RIAA has reached out-
o  Thisis the first time th: OWe are sending a clgaof-court settlements in about
rusers of university computermessage that downloading pA400 cases.fMNA/Xirhua

:  Archaeological find reveals

Mexico smashes h

uman

trafficking ring, arrests 44

Mexico City, 25 MarchNMexicoOs Government said

on Tuesday it had arrested 4

suspects inan operation to break up a trafficking ring taking migrants to the United Stateg
The government said theRoo to northern Chihuahyathe country, where they illg

ring provided papers and

documented South and Ceninto the United States.
tral American migrants trav-

State, from where they weregally provided them with offi4
sistance to hundreds of upsmuggled across the bordecial documentationand helpeg

hundreds to enter the Unit

OThe civil servants helpedStates,O Interior Minister S

ellingacross Mexicofromtheto take the migrants to thetiago Creel told a news co
southeastern state of Quintanaorder region in the north offerenceN MNA/Reuters

centuries-old trade in north China

Tianain, 25 MarchNChinese archaeologists have recently unearthed Chinese and
Japanese coins and a dainty scale made of ivory in the northern municipality Tianjin.
OThese represent boom- The excavation, which the end of the Qing Dynasty
i'ng commerce and foreighstarted on February 26, covin the early 1900s. OWeOve
trade in the area centuriesred 400 square metres of thaelso found coins ingrained
’ ago,C') said Chen Yong, heaBrum Tower Front Street, lo- with Japanese characters, a
" of the Tianjin municipal cul{ cated in the Drum Towersign that foreign trade al-
tural heritage protection cen-Square in the county seat, saideady boomed in the ancient
re, who is in charge of aChen. Chen and his coll town several centuries ago.O
q"nonth—long excavation into leagues have unearthed cop- He did not say how old
Nan ancient commercial stregper coins spanning from thethe coins exactly were or
Min todayOs Jixian county omemote Western Han Dy-what they looked like.
the cityOs outskirts. nasty (206 BC - 24 AD) t MNA/Xinhua
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PRC State Council Vice
Premier and party leave for
Bagan-NyaungU

Yancon, 25 MarchN Vice Premier Madam Wu Yi
of the State Council and party of the PeopleOs Republic
of China who arrived here at the invitation of Secretary-
1 of the State Peace and Development Council Lt-Gen
Soe Win, accompanied by Minister for National Plan-
ning and Economic Development U Soe Tha and Chi-
nese Ambassador Mr Li Jinjun, left here by special air-
craft for Bagan-NyaungU at 2 pm today.

They were seen off at Yangon International Airport
by Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Soe Win, Secretary-2 Lt-Gen
Thein Sein, Chairman of Yangon Division Peace and
Development Council Commander of Yangon Command
Maj-Gen Myint Swe, Minister for Foreign Affairs U Win
Aung, Deputy Minister U Khin Maung Win, Director-
General Thura U Aung Htet of the Protocol Department
and officials and embassy officials of the Chinese Em-
bassy.

Before their departure by air, Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Soe

Win presented goodwill delegation video tapes and docu- ) ) i ) ) .
mentary photo album as gifts to Vice Premier MadTam Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Soe Win sees off Chinese Vice Premier Madam Wu Yi of State Council and party at

Wu Yi. MNA Yangon International Airport to visit Bagan-Nyaunglumna

Lt-Gen Ye Myint meets Mandalay Division Agricultural Supervisory Committee

Yancon, 25 March N
Member of the State Peace
and Development Council
Lt-Gen Ye Myint met with
members of Mandalay Di-
vision Agricultural Supervi-
sory Committee and offi-
cials at Central Command
in Mandalay on 22 March.

Also present were
Chairman of Mandalay Di-
vision Peace and Develop-
ment Council Commander
of Central Command Maj-
Gen Ye Myint, Deputy
Commander Brig-Gen Nay
Win, Secretary of Division
PDC Lt-Col Kyi Thein and
officials.

The division manager of the division, cultivation; of main canal and tributary sented reports on rain fal,
Myanma Agriculture Serv+ projects and accomplish-canals, water supply, tar-plans and accomplishmen
ice reported to the meetingments. geted acres of land to hesector wise.
on cultivation of monsoo Officials of Irrigation | irrigated by water pumpin Commander Maj-Ge
and summer paddy, long-Department and Water Restations and planned acreYe Myint gave a supple
staple cotton, sugarcanesources Utilization Depart-age and actual sown acrementary report.
beans and pulses, oil cropsment explained water in-age. Officials of the respe¢- Lt-Gen Ye Myint said
maize and kitchen crops inflow at dams, maintenandetive departments also pre-that efforts should be mad

Lt-Gen Ye Myint meets officials of Mandalay Division Agricultural Supervisory Comiitieea

I,to ensure regional rice suf-to the grassroots to extend
tdiciency, extend paddy cul- sown acreage. The commit-

tivation, raise per acre yield,tee members and officials of

reduce cultivation cost, andthe related departments will

+ keep records systematicallyhave to find means to rem-

Means should be sought tedy the weaknesses for cent
raise per acres yield. Fieldper cent realization of the

etours should be made dowrprojects. N MNA

Regional development measures inspected in Mandalay Division Myanmar
Yancon, 25 March N At the briefing hall, to finish the construction in construction project of the border of Mandalay Divi delegation
Member of the State PeacéProject Chief Engineer U time and inspected the work25-story modern Zegyo sion and Sagaing Division,
and Development CouncilSoe Min reported to site. market and a condag-where they were welcomed |eaves for
Lt-Gen Ye Myint of thel Lt-Gen Ye Myint on th Lt-Gen Ye Myint and minium. by Sagaing Division Peag

PRC

Yancon, 25 March N

Ministry of Defence, act erecting of piles, the lay- party went to Thittetgon
companied by Chairman ofing of concrete, construg-Diversion Weir nea

At the briefing hall, he| and Development Counc

e
il
heard reports on tasks beChairman  South-West

Mandalay Division Peacgtion of approach bridges anLedwingon village, wherg
and Development Coundjlthe bank of Singaing andhe inspected the digging
Commander of Centrglon that of Myitnge, a main ditch for the diver
Command Maj-Gen Ye progress of making con-sion weir and heard repor
Myint and departmental crete frames, and tasks lefon tasks being carried o
officials, arrived at the to be done. there and supply of wate
work site of Myitnge bridg After hearing the ret to irrigated farmland.

construction project on 2Bports, Lt-Gen Ye Myint Lt-Gen Ye Myint and
morning. gave instructions on effortsparty proceeded to th

Lt-Gen Ye Myint inspects extended digging of Thi

ing carried out at the con-Command Commande
bistruction project and gaveMaj-Gen Tha Aye and offi
Finstructions on works to becials.
Scarried out. Next, Lt-Gen Ye Myint,
t  He also fulfilled the re{ Commander Maj-Gen Th
rquirements. Aye and officials arrived
In the afternoon, Lt-Gen Monywa in Sagaing Divi
Ye Myint and party arrived Sion in the evening.

eat Sagaing Bridge on th MNA

ttetgon DiversionWeina

"Myanmar delegation led by
Auditor General Maj-Gen
Lun Maung this morning
left here for Beijing, the
BPeopleds Republic of
China, to attend the cer-
emony to sign MoU be-
tween the two countries.

The delegation was
seen off at the Yangon In-
ternational Airport by
Chief-Justice U Aung Toe,
Attorney-General U Aye
Maung and Deputy Audi-
tor General Daw Thin
Thin, Acting Director-Gen-
eral of the Auditor-Gener-
al®s Office U Myo Myint
and officials.

Members of the del-
egation were Deputy Direc-
tor-General of the Auditor-
GeneralOs Office U Khin
Maung Lin, Director
U Thein Myint and Assist-
ant Director Daw Myint
Myint.

MNA



The visiting Chinese goodwill delegation led by Vice Premier Madam Wu Yi visits Shwedagon Pageda.
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PRC goodwill delegation visits
Shwedagon Pagoda

Yancon, 25 March N The visiting Chinese good

will delegation led by Vice Premier of the State Coun

of the PeopleOs Republic of China Madam Wu Vi, acq
panied by Minister for National Planning and Econo
Development U Soe Tha and officials, this morning
ited Shwedagon Pagoda here.

Members of the Pagoda board of trustees and
ficials welcomed them.

The PRC Vice Premier and members of the
egation had a documentary taken at the pagoda. A
wards, they offered flowers, light and incense sticks

Buddha Image at the pagoda and signed in the visitors®s if it were a leaf, undeterred
Y

book. Next, the Vice Premier donated cash to the pa
funds through the pagoda board of trusteesMNA

Lt-Gen Aung Htwe inspects
development tasks in
Tangyan Township

Yancon, 25 MarchN Member of the State Pea
and Development Council Lt-Gen Aung Htwe of the M
istry of Defence, accompanied by Chairman of Shan S
(North) Peace and Development Council Commande
North-East Command Maj-Gen Myint Hlaing, Brig-G
Soe Oo of Hsenwi Station and officials, inspected th
ing of Hsinshweli paddy strain at 40 acres of land
Mongpat Village, Tangyan Township, on 22 March.

m

i

POEM:
Honouring the OThe Fragrance of

the TatmadawOs honourO

cif The Tatmadaw is for Myanmar

m- With firm morale held to bosom

ic Noble heart, sweat and blood

s- Stands guard against all enemies.

* The Tatmadaw is united

of- National, throughout the land
Assembled together in unity

el- Repulsed, not to be ever enslaved.

teérThe Tatmadaw, throughout history

to For Myanmar nation, regarded life

fi

pdaTraditionally, steadfastly, gives of itself.

* The Tatmadaw, to build new nation
Hands held unitedly, with wisdom and tenacity
With full strength and industry
A foundation is built again.

* The Tatmadaw works for MotherlandOs
Modernity, development and economic wellbein
Giving priority to national weal

e  With full cognizance, it strives.

-+ All those traditions, many and varied

tate To the brimful, TatmadawOs honour

r of In the fragrance of Tabaung summerOs mist

n Old and new leaves changing, poetically

V- We embellish and take pride

in And in unison, salute.
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Yan Naing Oo (Trs)

A

At the hall of Tangyan Station Highland Reclam

tion Project, Col Khin Maung Myint of Tangyan Stati
reported on cultivation of crops at 500 acres of highl
farmland and Brig-Gen Soe Oo of Hsenwi Station

officials on arrangements for cultivation of Hsinyadg
paddy strain in Hsenwi Station and mixed cropping|
maize and pigeon pea. Lt-Gen Aung Htwe inspected pr
rations for cultivation tasks.

Next, they attended the ceremony to broadcast
tilizers at model Hsinshweli summer paddy fields
Khoyoung Village-tract, Tangyan Township.

At Lwepanglon Hall in Tangyan Station, Lt-Ge
Aung Htwe met with officers, other ranks and family me
bers of the station. He also met with local people at|
town hall in Tangyan.

They proceeded to Tangyan Agricultural Farm
Hong Pang Agricultural Development Co Ltd in Hwekyé
Village-tract, Tangyan Township, and inspected pop
substitute perennial crops plantations, the macadamia
ery, the tea nursery and tea plantations.

Afterwards, they saw over Takaw-et Suspen

Bridge across Thanlwin River in Tangyan Township ar€hn columns under the command of Parade Commad
progress in construction of 55 miles long Tangyamrig-Gen Min Thein and Reserve Parade Commander G@}

Mongywang-Mongshu Road.

Next, they went to Tangyan Station Livestockarade procedures.
Breeding Farm and inspected pig breeding farm, fish breed-
ing ponds and raising of layers and attended to thejin left Myoma Grounds at 10 am.

needs.N MNA
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and Military parade columns
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WEATHER

Thursday, 25 March, 2004

Summary of observations recorded at 09:30 hours
MST: During the past 24 hours, execept for isolated light
rain in Mon State, weather has been generally fair in the
whole country. Day temperatures were (5jC) to (60C)
above normal in lower Sagaing and Magway Divisions,
(3iC) to (4iC) above normal in Kachin, Chin and Shan
States, upper Sagaing, Mandalay and Yangon Divisions
and about normal in the remaining areas. Significant day
temperatures were (42iC) each in Monywa, Minbu and
Magway.

Maximum temperature on 24-3-2004 was 37.0;C
(99iF). Minimum temperature on 25-3-2004 was 19.7;C
(68iF). Relative humidity at 9:30 hrs MST on 25-3-2004
was 77%. Total sun shine hours on 24-3-2004 was (9.6)
hours approx. Rainfall on 25-3-2004 was nil at Yangon
Airport, Kaba-Aye and central Yangon. Total rainfalhce
1-1-2004 was3 mm (0.12 inch) at Yangon Airpoand
nil at Kaba-Aye and central Yangon. Maximum wind
speed at Yangon (Kaba-Aye) wag mph from North-
westat (12:33) hours MST on24-3-2004.

Bay inference:Weather is partly cloudy in the South
Bay and generally fair elsewhere in the Bay of Bengal.
Forecast valid until evening of 26-3-2004Weather

will be generally fair in the whole country.

State of the sea:Seas will be slight to moderate in
Myanmar waters.

Outlook for subsequent two days:Generally fair
weather in the whole country.

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area for
26-3-2004:Fair weather.

Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouring area for
26-3-2004:Fair weather.

na finalize practice of parade
drills for Armed Forces Day

Yancon, 25 March N Chairman of the Leadin
fgemmittee for Observance of the 59th Anniversary Ari
iForces Day, member of the State Peace and Develop

Council, Chief of Armed Forces Training Lt-Gen Kyaw

"Win inspected the military parade columns practisin

Deputy Minister receives guest
Yancon, 25 March N Deputy Minister for Immigra-
gtion and Population U Maung Aung received Ambassador
nefiBangladesh Mr A B Manjoor Rahim at 2 pm today at

rifedtdeputy minister's office here.
Also present at the call were Immigration and Na-
flonal Registration Department Director-General U Maung

nmal drills marching from Myoma Grounds to the Resjstitay and officials.N MNA

thece Park this morning.

Vice-Chiefs of Armed Forces Training Maj-G
af/in Myint, Maj-Gen Aung Kyi and Brig-Gen Nyan Wi
2ilice-Adjutant-General Brig-Gen Hla Shwe, and se
Pinilitary officers watched and inspected the final par
ndriits.

Anawrahta, Kyansittha, Bayintnaung, Nawad

%
4

Rural roads opened to hail 59th

Anniversray Armed Forces Day

10T yanGon, 25 March N Director-General of the Devel-
51‘i’a‘ir‘Jment Affairs Department Col Myo Myint of the Min-
istry for Progress of Border Areas and National Races
fhnd Development Affairs attended the opening of

i®ungzeya, Hsinbyushin, Bandoola, Myawady and Aunghayetngu-Mayan rural gravel road and Chaunggalay-

Nyi Tun practised the final parade drills in line with t

MNA

npadaw gravel road in Pantanaw Township recently.
e Thayetngu-Mayan Road is 1 mile and 2 furlongs long

hend 8 feet wide.
The Chaunggalay-Kyonpadaw road is 3,850 feet

After giving necessary instructions, Lt-Gen Kyawong and 8 feet wide. The director-general also inspected

progress in construction of Pyintongyi-Tuchaung-Gonmin
rural earthen roadN MNA
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Four political objectives Four economic objectives Four social objectives
* Stability of the State, community | * Development of agriculture as the base and all-round * Uplift of the morale and morality of
peace and tranquillity, prevalence of development of other sectors of the economy as well the entire nation
law and order * Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic * Uplift of national prestige and integrity
* National reconsolidation system and preservation and safeguardingof
* Emergence of a new enduring State * Development of the economy inviting participation in cultural heritage and national charac-
Constitution terms of technical know-how and investments from| ter
* Building of a new modern developed sources inside the country and abroad *  Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
nation in accord with the new State| * The initiative to shape the national economy must be kept * Uplift of health, fitness and education
Constitution in the hands of the State and the national peoples standards of theentire nation

H H Senior General Than Shwe together with Vice Premier Madam Wu Yi of State Council
Senlor General Than Shwe receives of PRC and party pose for documentary photo at CredentialsfHaika
Vice Premier of State Council of PR

Y ancon, 25 MarchN Chairman of th Secretary-1 of the State Peace and De|

_ _ : - Senior General Than Shwe send:
State Peace and Development Council @jpment Council Lt-Gen Soe Win, Secrg
the Union of Myanmar Senior Generakary-2 Lt-Gen Thein Sein, Minister fdr| message of fe“cita‘tions to

Than Shwe received Vice Premier MadanNational Planning and Economic Devel
Wu Yi of the State Council and party ofopment U Soe Tha, Minister for Foreigi Bang'ad eshi President
the PeopleOs Republic of China at th&ffairs U Win Aung, Deputy Minister . . .
Credentials Hall of Pyithu Hluttaw Build} Khin Maung Win, Director-General Lt-Cql Yancon, 26 MarchN On the occasion of the Anniversary of the
ing, here, at 10 am today. Pe Nyein of the State Peace and Develd)independence Day of the PeopleOs Republic of Bangladesh which {hlls
Also present at the call were Vice-ment Council Office and Director-Generg§|on 26 March 2004, Senior General Than Shwe, Chairman of the Staje
Chairman of the State Peace and Develpffhura U Aung Htet of the Protocoll|Peace and Development Council of the Union of Myanmar, has seft
ment Council Vice-Senior General MaundDepartment. message of felicitations to His Excellency Prof Dr lajuddin Ahmed
Aye, Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt, The Chinese Vice Premier a President of the Peoplef)s Republic of Bangladesh.
Member of the State Peace and Develpparty were accompanied by Chines
ment Council General Thura Shwe MannAmbassador Mr Li Jinjun. NMNA

Secretary-1 meets industrial entrepreneurs in Monywa Industrial Zone

Y ancon, 25 MarchN Chairman of Industrial Develop-for better transport and electricity supply and productianit. Factories and workshops in the zone are to manufac-
ment Committee Sedaey-1 of the State Peace and Devebf small vehicles. ture products with full capacity. With the assistance pro-
opment Council Lt-Gen Soe Win met with industrial entre- Next, the commander reported on security measureisied by the State, the foundry plant and the mould fac-
preneurs at the meeting hall of Monywa Industrial Zangower supply, installation of auto-telephones, fire prevyetory are to be established as soon as possible, and ar-
Monywa, Sagaing Division, on 21 March morning. tion, arrangements being made for construction of|ttengements are to be made for running the factories and

Also present on the occasion were Member of [theundry plant, the machine tool factory and the mautte plant. On completion, the private industrial sector will
State Peace and Development Council Lt-Gen Ye Myifactory and improvement for industrial technology. | achieve more progress. So, it is necessary to have more
Chairman of Sagaing Division Peace and Development Chairman of Monywa Industrial Zone U Myat Zawsuccesses in production of import-substitute and agricul-
Council Commander of North-West Command Maj-Gerported on requirements of electricity at the zone. Divisral farming industries. Furthermore, preparations are now
Tha Aye, ministers, deputy ministers, officials of the Staséonal Engineer of Myanma Electric Power Enterprise to be made for conducting the research and development
Peace and Development Council Office and officials| Sein Win gave a supplementary report. works. Later, he urged the entrepreneurs to harmoniously,

At the meeting, Minister for Transport Maj-Gen Hla Speaking on the occasion, the Secretary-1 said thatasectly and fairly perform upgrading of the industrial zone.
Myint Swe reported on allotment of plots for industrjalonywa Industrial Zone is one having good prospects fdext, he cordially greeted the industrial entrepres.
entrepreneurs at the industrial zone, measures being tal@relopment in future, the State is fulfilling requirements (See page 10)

AINA

Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Soe Win inspects construction of Yama Creek Bridge in Yinmabin T8wmship.



