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Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngan.

Established 1914

* Stability of the State, community peace
and tranquillity, prevalence of law and
order

* National reconsolidation
* Emergence of a new enduring State

Constitution
* Building of a new modern developed

nation in accord with the new State
Constitution

* Development of agriculture as the base and all-round
development of other sectors of the economy as well

* Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic
system

* Development of the economy inviting participation in
terms of technical know-how and investments from
sources inside the country and abroad

* The initiative to shape the national economy must be kept
in the hands of the State and the national peoples

* Uplift of the morale and morality of
the entire nation

* Uplift of national prestige and integ-
rity and preservation and safeguard-
ing of cultural heritage and national
character

* Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
* Uplift of health, fitness and education

standards of the entire nation

Four political objectives Four economic objectives Four social objectives

YANGON, 28 Nov
Ñ A coordination meet-
ing on the holding of the
22nd Conference on
ASEAN Federation of
Engineering Organiza-
tions (CAFEO-22) took
place at Zeyathiri
Beikman Hall on
Konmyinttha here this
morning, with an address

Success achieved in governmentÕs endeavours to establish
much-needed infrastructures with help of Myanmar

engineers, architects
Secretary-1 addresses coord meeting on CAFEO-22

by State Peace and De-
velopment Council Sec-
retary-1 Lt-Gen Thein
Sein.

Also present were
Yangon Division Peace
and Development Coun-
cil Chairman and Yangon
Command Commander
Maj-Gen Myint Swe,
ministers, the Yangon

mayor, deputy ministers,
the director-general of the
SPDC Office, departmen-
tal heads, the chairman
and the vice-chairman of
the MES, the secretary

and officials.
In his speech, Sec-

retary-1 Lt-Gen Thein
Sein said concerted ef-
forts were to be made in
unison for the success of

the conference as it
would be an important
occasion for Myanmar as
well as for the member
countries of the ASEAN
family.

The SPDC was
working hard by enlisting
the expertise of national
intellectuals and techno-
crats to enable the moth-
erland, Myanmar, to stand
shoulder to shoulder with
the international commu-
nity in terms of develop-
ment, he explained.

Success has been
achieved in the govern-
mentÕs endeavours to es-
tablish much-needed in-

frastructures for develop-
ment, economy and ur-
banization with the help
of Myanmar engineers
and architects, the Secre-
tary-1 said, adding that

those infrastructures were
essential for the moderni-
zation drive, sustainable
economic growth and the
social advancement.

He also said that
the government had en-
couraged national forces
playing a pivotal role in
national development
tasks to establish them-
selves as consolidated
social organizations.

The Myanmar En-
gineering Society came
into existence with the
encouragement from the
government, and now it
participated actively in
nation-building tasks and

had produced more than
7,000 engineers, archi-
tects and construction
contractors in addition to
engineering students, the
Secretary-1 praised.

After joining the
ASEAN, Myanmar will-
ingly extended itself to all
activities and campaigns
at different levels
launched under the aus-
pices of the Association,
for example, Heads of
State/Government level,
ministerial level, senior
officers level, and social

The Myanmar Engineering Society comes into
existence with encouragement of government

INSIDE

Perspectives
ASEAN-India Car

Rally boosts
MyanmarÕs image

(Page-2)

(See page 8)

Commander Maj-Gen Myint Swe
reports on holding of 22nd Conference
on ASEAN Federation of Engineering

Organizations (CAFEO-22).ÑÊMNA

Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Thein Sein delivers an address at coordination meeting to hold 22nd Conference on ASEAN Federation of
Engineering Organizations (CAFEO-22).ÑÊMNA

Mayor Brig-Gen Aung Thein Lin submits
matters related to 22nd Conference on
ASEAN Federation of Engineering Or
    ganizations (CAFEO-22).ÊÑ MNA
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PERSPECTIVES

ASEAN-India Car Rally
boosts MyanmarÕs image

* Oppose those relying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
* Oppose those trying to jeopardize stability of the State and progress of the nation
* Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State
* Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

PeopleÕs Desire

The Union of Myanmar has been fostering
friendly ties with neighbouring nations, ASEAN
nations and those in the region.

To further cement friendly ties with other
nations and ensure development in trade, tour-
ism and transport, it is taking part in the interna-
tional sports meets.

With the aim of further strengthening
friendly ties between ASEAN nations and India,
the first ASEAN-India Car Rally organized by
the Confederation of Indian Industry was opened
in Guwahati, India on 22 November 2004.

Prime Minister of India Manmohan Singh
formally opened the car rally. Also present on the
occasion were member of the State Peace and
Development Council Lt-Gen Ye Myint, Com-
mander Maj-Gen Tha Aye, Minister for Sports
Brig-Gen Thura Aye Myint and party.

Altogether 60 cars from ten nationsÑIn-
dia and ASEAN nations (exclusive of the Philip-
pines)Ñwith 240 drivers are participating in it.

Member of the State Peace and Develop-
ment Council Lt-Gen Ye Myint and party on 23
November 2004 greeted drivers of Myanmar,
who were to start the car rally at Guwahati,
India.

The distance of the car rally is 7,869 kilo-
metresÑ690 km in India, 439 km in Myanmar,
2,230 km in Thailand, 642 km in Laos, 1,312 km
in Vietnam, 642 km in Cambodia, 853 km in
Malaysia and 50 km in Singapore.

All the participants will arrive at the
finishing point in Battam, Indonesia, on 11 De-
cember 2004.

The rally will take 19 days including pil-
grimage in Cambodia. The caravan of the cars
arrived in Tamu of Myanmar on 24 November, in
Mandalay on 25 November, in Loilem on 26
November, in Kengtung on 27 November, where
they  spent the night. On 28 November, the
caravan was scheduled to enter Thailand through
Kengtung-Tachilek.

As the caravan passed through Myanmar,
the car rally was to contribute much to further
cementing friendly ties between Myanmar and
neighbouring nations and development of
tourism and transport sectors of Myanmar.

Thanks to the car rally that passed through
Myanmar and with the participation of drivers
from Myanmar, it is believed that the riches and
development of Myanmar will be better known to
the world.

YANGON, 28 Nov Ñ
ÊDry Day Supervisory
Committee Chairman
Minister for Mines Brig-
Gen Ohn Myint, Vice-
Chairman Minister for
Transport Maj-Gen Thein
Swe, members Deputy
Minister for Hotels and
Tourism Brig-Gen Aye

Dry Day inspection teams discharge duties

Minister for Transport Maj-Gen Thein Swe and party supervise functions of dry day inspection
teams.ÑÊMNA

Myint Kyu, Vice-Adju-
tant General Maj-Gen
Hla Shwe, Director
General of Myanmar Po-
lice Force Brig-Gen Khin
Yi, Vice-Quartermaster
General Col Tin Shwe,
No 1 Provost Company
Commander Major Win
Myint Tun, Director

General U Khin Maung,
directors U Myo Nyunt
and Major Zaw Win Shwe
and Secretary Deputy
Director-General of the
Government Office
U Sein Hla supervised
dry day inspection teams
which were checking
the running of Tatmadaw

and departmental vehicles
at the main points of
Yangon City today.

The inspection teams
also checked dry day pass,
driverÕs licence, wheel tax,
and wearing of departmen-
tal uniforms and the
violation of traffic rules
and regulations.Ñ  MNA

AWF President and party return home
YANGON, 28 Nov Ñ

Minister of Sports of the
PeopleÕs Republic
of China President of
Asian Wushu Federation
Mr Li Zhijian and
party, who attended
the meeting of the
6th Asian Wushu Cham-
pionships and Interna-
tional Wushu Federation
Executive Committee
Meeting, were seen
off at Yangon Interna-
tional Airport by Chair-
man of Myanmar Olym-
pic Committee Minister
for Sports Brig-Gen
Thura Aye Myint
this afternoon.

They were also seen
off at the airport by

Chinese Ambassador
to Myanmar Mr Li
Jinjun and officials,

officials of the Ministry
of Sports, President
of Myanmar Wushu Fed-

eration U Khin Maung
Lay and officials.

 MNA

Minister for Sports Brig-Gen Thura Aye Myint sees off Asian Wushu Federa-
tion President Mr Li Zhijian and party.ÑÊNLM

Health Deputy Minister
returns from Thailand

YANGON, 28 Nov Ñ The health delegation led
by Deputy Minister for Health Dr Mya Oo arrived
back here by air yesterday evening after attending the
meeting on bird flu prevention and treatment of WHO
member countries of SEA region held in
Bangkok, Thailand, from 25 to 26 November.

The delegation was welcomed back by Minister
for Health Dr Kyaw Myint, the Directors-General of
the departments under the Ministry and officials of
WHO.

Director Dr Kyaw Nyunt Sein of Health
Planning Department, Director (Research) Dr Kyaw
Moe of Medical Research Department(Yangon)
and Director U Than Hla of the Livestock Breeding
and Veterinary Department of the Ministry
of Livestock and Fisheries also returned home on the
same flight.Ñ MNA

Director-General Col Myo Myint of Development
Affairs Department inspects construction of

Lhyetsityon Road in Kungyangon Township on 27
November, 2004.Ñ DAD
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 ASEAN, South Korean officials
finalize cooperation document
 V IENTIANE  (Laos), 27 Nov Ñ Senior officials from the Association of South-

East Asian Nations (ASEAN) and South Korea here on Friday finalized the
Joint Declaration on Comprehensive Cooperation Partnership between
ASEAN and South Korea to  be adopted by their leaders.

 The declaration covers political and
security cooperation, closer economic
relations, including the establishment
of an ASEAN-South Korea Free Trade
Area, cooperation to narrow the devel-
opment gap within ASEAN, and educa-
tion and science and technology coop-
eration,  said spokesman of the 10th
ASEAN summit Yong Changthalangsy.

 This is a follow-up to the decision of
the ASEAN-South Korea Summit in
2003 during which  the leaders agreed to
launch an Experts Group Joint Study of

ASEAN-South Korea economic coop-
eration, including the possibility of es-
tablishing a free trade agreement, Yong,
who is also director of the Press Depart-
ment of the Lao Foreign Ministry,  told
a news conference.

 He also said the ASEAN+South
Korea Senior Officials Meeting held here
Friday agreed on the arrangements for
the signing ceremony of the South Ko-
reaÕs accession to the Treaty of Amity
and Cooperation in Southeast Asia on
Saturday. ÑMNA/Xinhua

South Korea Õs President Roh Moo-hyun waves upon his arrival in Vientiane
before the 10th Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) Summit in

Laos, on 28 Nov, 2004.Ñ INTERNET

Japan eyes closer cooperation
with ASEAN in destroying WMD
 VIENTIANE   (Laos), 27 Nov Ñ Japan said here Friday that the two issues in

which it wanted to advance cooperation with the Association of South-East
Asian Nations (ASEAN) are counter-terrorism and non-proliferation of
weapons of mass destruction (WMD) and the reduction of tension in the
Korean Peninsula.

 Japan made the remarks
at the ASEAN+Japan Sen-
ior Officials Meeting held
here Friday.

 The meeting finalized
the ASEAN-Japan Joint
Declaration for Coopera-
tion in Counter-Terrorism,
which will be adopted at
the ASEAN+Japan Sum-
mit on November 30.

 The declaration will

include such activities as
information exchange, in-
telligence sharing and
capacity building, law en-
forcement cooperation
and mutual assistance in
criminal matters includ-
ing extradition.

 The meeting recalled
that the ASEAN+Japan
Economic Ministers
Meeting agreed in Sep-

tember 2004 that negotia-
tions for the Comprehen-
sive Economic Partnership
would commence in April
2005 to be completed
within two years.

 Japan invited ASEAN
members to participate in
the Asia Non-Prolifera-
tion Meeting in February
2005.

MNA/Xinhua

 SingaporeÕs
manufacturing
output up 2.4%

in October
 SINGAPORE, 27 Nov Ñ

SingaporeÕs manufactur-
ing output rose 2.4 per cent
in October as compared
with the same period of
last year, official statistics
indicated.

 According to figures
released by the Economic
Development Board
(EDB) on Friday, for the
first ten months of this
year, SingaporeÕs total
manufacturing output reg-
istered an increase of 13
per cent over last year.

 The growth in some
clusters was moderated by
the decline in the biomedi-
cal manufacturing cluster,
which fell 19.6 per cent in
October.  The electronics
cluster grew 11.4 per cent
in October and the trans-
port engineering cluster rose
31.1 per cent. The chemi-
cals cluster reported an in-
crease of 6.1 per cent while
the precision engineering
cluster fell slightly by 0.8
per cent.

 MNA/Xinhua

Chinese textile industry
opposes US limits on

fabric imports
 BEIJING , 27 Nov Ñ The Chinese textile industry

issued a statement on Thursday, opposing a US
Government agencyÕs acceptance of an industry
appeal to limit imports of Chinese fabric products.

 The Chinese Cham-
ber of Commerce for Im-
port and Export of Tex-
tile Products said in the
statement that the US
Government has Òtram-
pled the principle of free
tradeÓ as well as the spirit
of the Agreement on Tex-
tile and Clothing.

 ÒThe Chamber of
Commerce, on behalf of
the whole Chinese textile
industry, expresses strong
protest and firm opposi-
tion,Ó it said.

 The US Committee
for the Implementation of
Textile Agreements an-
nounced on November 17
that it has accepted an
appeal from domestic in-
dustry on import limita-
tions of 301 kinds of Chi-
nese cotton yarn.

 According to the
statement, US industrial
organizations have also

appealed to extend exist-
ing import quotas on 222
kinds of Chinese fabric
products for another year.

 ÒThe 301 products are
still restricted by the US
import quota and hold too
little market share to dis-
rupt the US market,Ó the
statement said. ÒThe exist-
ing restriction on another
222 products has hurt the
Chinese textile industry,
the interests of US cotton
growers, consumers, im-
porters, fabric machinery
makers and US investors
in China as well.Ó

 The Chamber of Com-
merce urged the US Gov-
ernment to stop activities
that harm China-US ties
and to abide by WTO rules.
It said the restriction will
not cause a boom in the US
textile industry nor offer
more jobs to US people.

 MNA/Xinhua

China
donates

for
Filipino
typhoon
victims

MANILA , 27 Nov Ñ The Philippine Government
on Friday  received a donation of 50,000 US dollars
from the Chinese Government for the flood victims
left by two tropical storms that hit the northern
islands this week.

 Acting Foreign Affairs Secretary Franklin M.
Ebdalin, who  received the donation from Chinese
ambassador to the country Wu  Hongbo, said that his
government is most appreciative of this  generous
donation for the victims.

 ÒThe affected families will be most grateful for
this  assistance from the Chinese Government and
people,Ó he said.

 According to the governmentÕs estimation, ty-
phoon Violeta has  caused damage of 281.15 million
pesos on crops, mostly rice and  corn, while Unding
caused damaged of some 131.7 million pesos on
agriculture and fisheries and 65 million pesos on
property. ÑMNA/Xinhua

1,236 US troops killed since
beginning of Iraq war

At least 961 died as a result of
hostile action, the Defence Department
said.

The figures include three military
civilians.

The AP count is six higher than the
Defence DepartmentÕs tally, which was
last updated Wednesday at 10 am EDT.

The British military has reported 74
deaths; Italy, 19; Poland, 13; Spain, 11;
Ukraine, nine; Bulgaria, seven; Slovakia,
three; Estonia, Thailand and the

Netherlands, two each; and Denmark, El
Salvador, Hungary and Latvia have
reported one death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when President
Bush declared that major combat
operations in Iraq had ended, 1,098 US
military members have died, according
to APÕs count. That includes at least 852
deaths resulting from hostile action,
according to the militaryÕs numbers.

The latest deaths reported by the
military.Ñ INTERNET

Iraqi national guardsmen secure area of al-Yarmouk hotel in the southern city
of Basra, on 26 Nov, 2004.ÑINTERNET
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WASHINGTON , 27 Nov ÑAs of Saturday, 27 November, 2004, at least 1,236
members of the US military have died since the beginning of the Iraq war in
March 2003, according to an Associated Press count.
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Malaysia offers to host East Asia Summit in 2005
 VIENTIANE  (Laos), 27 NovÑ Malaysia has offered to host an East Asia Summit (EAS) in 2005 if there

is a consensus among the relevant countries, spokesman of the 10th ASEAN Summit Yong Chanthalangsy
said at a Press briefing here Friday.

The spokesman said the ASEAN + 3 Senior Offi-
cials Meeting held here Friday discussed the issue on
the EAS proposed by the East Asian Vision Group and
recognized the potential value of the EAS at an appro-
priate time.

 Yong also said the issue remains a subject of
further consideration by the ASEAN + 3 Foreign
Ministers Meeting.

 He said the Senior Officials Meeting discussed the
need to undertake stock-taking exercise, including on
the concept, modality and future direction for the EAS.

 Japan has offered to host a meeting of ASEAN + 3
foreign ministers in Kyoto in May 2005 for this pur-
pose, he added.

 On the establishment of East Asia Community, the
Senior Officials Meeting reiterated the view that it is a
long-term objective that would be achieved through a
building bloc and step by step approach. The meeting

reiterated support for ASEANÕs leading role in this
process.

 On the East Asian Free Trade Area (EAFTA), the
meeting continued to deliberate on this matter. The
ASEAN + 3 Economic Ministers Meeting in Jakarta
on September 4, 2004 endorsed ChinaÕs proposal to set
up an expert group comprising scholars from research
and academic organizations to study the feasibility of
establishing an EAFTA starting in 2005.

 FridayÕs senior officials meeting was held to pre-
pare for the ASEAN + 3, ASEAN + China, ASEAN +
Japan and ASEAN + South Korea summits, which will
be held here on November 29-30.

 The Association of South-East Asian Nations
(ASEAN) groups Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos,
Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thai-
land and Vietnam.

 MNA/Xinhua

Maldives keen to
expand cooperation

with Malaysia
 KUALA  LUMPUR, 27 NovÑ Maldives is keen to

expand bilateral cooperation with Malaysia, espe-
cially in information and media exchange, a visit-
ing MaldivesÕ minister said here Friday.

 The cooperation could
be in the area of training to
improve the capacity and
quality of its television
and radio programmes,
MaldivesÕ Minister of In-
formation, Cultural and
Arts Ahmed Abdullah told

reporters after meeting
with Malaysian Informa-
tion Minister Abdul Kadir
Sheikh Fadzir.

 ÒThe media in our
country has become a huge
challenge especially in the
globalized system. Our
media has to become more
vigilant, approachable and
responsive to the aspira-
tions of the people of
Maldives,Ó he said.

 ÒOur President
Maumon Abdul Gayoom
has a very close relation-
ship with Malaysian lead-
ers and we are very grate-
ful of the long term friend-
ship and cooperation with
Maldives. We are also
very thankful to Malaysia
for providing us continu-
ous support and coopera-
tion,Ó he said.

MNA/Xinhua

CPC initiates
education campaign
 BEIJING , 27 NovÑThe Communist Party of

China (CPC) has decided to launch a mass internal
educational campaign from January next year to
prevent its members from wavering in their con-
victions.

  The decision, aiming
to keep the nature of the
Party members intact, was
made at the meeting of
the Political Bureau of the
CPC Central Committee
on this October 21, the
CPCÕs top power organ.

 ÒIt is the first time that
the Party linked the inter-
nal education with its rul-
ing principle and govern-
ance capability,Ó said Ye
Duchu, Professor of the
Party School of the CPC.

  The campaign was
initiated after an internal
survey involving 300,000
Party members in 2000,
which showed some of
them had begun to waver
in their conviction on the
PartyÕs principles and dis-
ciplines, according to the
Organization Department
of the CPC Central Com-
mittee.

  The PartyÕs leaders
have realized that under
the new conditions, main-
taining the advanced na-

ture of the Party affects
the PartyÕs governance
capability, prosperity of
the causes of the Party
and the people and the
countryÕs lasting peace
and stability.

  The survey recently
held in Southwestern Chi-
naÕs Sichuan Province
showed that about one-
third of Party cadres were
most focused on the will
and interests of their su-
periors, not their service
to the people. About 32
per cent of PartyÕs cadres
at or above county levels
chose Òrealizing individu-
alÕs valueÓ and Òbuild
well-off familiesÓ as their
life purposes, not service
to the people.  Experts here
said the wavering convic-
tions of the Party mem-
bers, a major source of
corruption in some re-
gions, had seriously
eroded the consolidation
of the PartyÕs governing
status.ÑMNA/Xinhua

Mainland,
Hong Kong join
hands to protect
insurance market

 BEIJING, 27 NovÑ The
insurance regulatory au-
thorities of the Chinese
Mainland and the Hong
Kong Special Administra-
tive Region have joined
hands to fight illegal in-
surance policies, accord-
ing to a senior Chinese
insurance official.

 Li Kemu, vice-chair-
man of the China Insur-
ance Regulatory Commis-
sion, signed an insurance
regulatory cooperative
agreement here Friday
with Richard Yuen, Hong
KongÕs Commissioner of
Insurance.

Li said that the agree-
ment marks a new stage
of cooperation between
the Mainland and Hong
Kong in the insurance in-
dustry.

 The agreement covers
broad areas of insurance
regulation that will effec-
tively promote mutual
understanding of regula-
tory practices, exchange
regulatory experience and
timely sharing of regula-
tory information.

MNA/Xinhua

ÊIraqÕ s security forces are target of
increasing campaigns by guerillas

 BAGHDAD , 27 NovÑ The warning left in the garage of Omar Hameed, Iraqi
National Guardsman, showed two bloody swords and a message: ÔÕIf you
donÕt quit your job in three days, you will be killed.ÕÕ

The next day, Hameed,
still recovering from a leg
injury after gunmen at-
tacked his patrol, gave his
reply in signs he hung in
the market of his home-
town of Mahmoudiya and

on the street leading to his
home: ÔÕI wash my hands
of the Iraqi National
Guard.ÕÕ He said the deci-
sion to give up his job,
which paid a relatively
hefty $190 a month, was
easy because he knew the
alternative. ÕThey have
killed many people,ÕÕ
Hameed said. ÔÕThey can
reach you anywhere. They
can easily break into homes
to kidnap or kill you.ÕÕ

As the 30 January elec-
tion approaches, guerillas
aiming to wreck IraqÕs
democratic transformation
have been targeting mem-

bers of the countryÕs fledg-
ling security forces with
increasing brutality and
precision.

Car bombings, mortar
attacks and drive-by shoot-
ings have been followed
by kidnappings, am-
bushes, executions and
beheadings, with corpses
dumped in orchards and
on roadsides, sometimes
laid out in rows.

The operations show
enough sophistication and
planning to raise the ques-
tion of whether guerillas
get inside help. Such at-
tacks also continue to un-
dermine efforts to build
strong security forces key
to the exit strategy of for-
eign troops and have cast
doubt on the Iraqi forcesÕ
ability to protect them-
selves, let alone the coun-
try.Ñ Internet

VietnamÕs Prime Minister Phan Van Khai, centre, smiles as he is greeted on 27
Nov, 2004, in Vientiane, Laos, on his arrival for the 10th ASEAN summit.

INTERNET

US soldiers from the 1st
Brigade, 25th Infantry Di-
vision (Stryker Brigade
Combat Team) patrol the
northern Iraqi city of
Mosul in Stryker armoured
     vehicles.ÑINTERNET
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Chinese Foreign Minister Li Zhaoxing (C) listens to a speech at a meeting of
ASEAN foreign ministers in Vientiane on 27 Nov, 2004.ÑINTERNET

Carrying the torches: Two Turkish women hold torches during a demonstration
on 26 Nov, 2004 in a downtown Istanbul street against US politics in the Mid-

dle-East and the attack on Fallujah, Iraq.ÑINTERNET

ASEAN leaders to sign
peace action plan

MANILA , 27 Nov Ñ Philippine President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo and
other leaders of the Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN) are set
to sign and adapt next week an action plan to increase peace and security
cooperation efforts in the region.

 Signing of the ASEAN
Security Community
(ASC) Plan of Action will
be held during the organi-
zationÕs 10th summit in
Vientiane, Lao PeopleÕs
Democratic Republic, the
Philippines News Agency
Friday quoted the Philip-
pine Department of For-
eign Affairs as saying.

 The signing of the pro-
posed ASC Plan of Action
will complement the ASC
Framework which ASEAN
member-countries estab-
lished to ensure stability of
security conditions in South-
east Asia, the report said.

 Under the ASC Frame-
work, ASEAN leaders ac-
knowledged there are broad
political, economic, social
and cultural aspects asso-
ciated with comprehensive
security.

 They also vowed to
abide by the United Na-
tions Charter and other in-
ternational laws while up-

holding ASEANÕs prin-
ciples of consensus-
based decision-making,
national and regional re-
silience, respect for na-
tional sovereignty, re-
nunciation of threat or use
of force and peaceful set-
tlement of differences
and disputes.

 The framework like-
wise assures leaders of
ASEAN member-coun-
tries of their right Òto lead
their national existence
free from outside inter-
ference in their internal
affairsÓ.

 Moreover, the ASC
Framework declared that
the organizationÕs exist-
ing political instruments
shall continue to play cru-
cial roles in terms of con-
fidence-building, pre-
ventive diplomacy and
conflict resolution.

 Among such political
instruments are the Zone
of Peace, Freedom  and

Neutrality Declaration
signed in Kuala Lumpur
on November 27, 1971
and the Treaty of Amity
Cooperation in Southeast
Asia that leaders  signed
during the first ASEAN
Summit in Bali in Febru-
ary 1976.

 Individual frameworks
for ASC, the ASEAN Eco-
nomic Community and
the ASEAN Socio-Cul-
tural Community were
adapted by Southeast
Asian leaders on October
7, 2003 to help realize the
ASEAN Vision 2020, the
organizationÕs vision
statement on transforming
the region into a single
community by the end of
the next decade.

 ASEANÕs unification
efforts are targeted at in-
creasing Southeast AsiaÕs
competitiveness for sus-
tained economic growth
and equitable develop-
ment.Ñ MNA/Xinhua

UN criticizes Britain for
unsatisfactory conditions in prisons

GENEVA, 27 Nov Ñ A United Nations anti-torture body criticized Britain on
Friday for the ÒunsatisfactoryÓ conditions in its prisons, including a Òsubstan-
tial number of deaths in custodyÓ, and urged it to act at once to improve them.

 The UN Committee
Against Torture, reviewing
British compliance with an
international treaty outlaw-
ing inhuman and degrad-
ing treatment, also ex-
pressed concern at parts of
an anti-terrorism law which
allows Òpotentially indefi-
nite detentionÓ of foreign-
ers without trial.

 It called on the British
Government to study Òas a

matter of urgencyÓ al-
ternatives to the sweep-
ing powers to imprison
any foreigner suspected
of involvement in inter-
national terrorism given
by the 2001 Anti-terror-
ism, Crime and Security
Act.

 The committee of 10
experts said there were
reports of Òunsatisfac-
tory conditionsÓ in Bri-

tish prisons, including
Òsubstantial numbers of
deaths in custody, inter-
prisoner violence, over-
crowding ...Ó

 It was the fourth time
the Geneva-based com-
mittee had focused on
Britain as part of its regu-
lar scrutiny of the 138
states to have ratified the
1984 treaty.

MNA/Reuters

Greater anti-HIV/AIDS
efforts urged for women
 HANOI , 27 NovÑ Women and girls should be the

focal point of the global war against HIV/AIDS,
foreign and local officials said here on Friday.

 ÒOne of the objects
most affected by HIV/
AIDS is women and chil-
dren,Ó Ha Thi Khiet, chair-
woman of the Vietnam
WomenÕs Union, said at a
Press conference to intro-
duce this yearÕs global
advocacy campaign with
the theme ÒWomen, Girls,
HIV/AIDSÓ.  She called
for an urgent action to
minimize the increasing
number of people, espe-
cially women, living with
HIV via a focus on women
and girls Ñ preventing
new infections, promoting
gender equality and miti-
gating the impact of AIDS.

 ÒWomen are more
physically vulnerable to
the infections than men,Ó
Nancy Fee, country coor-
dinator for the Joint United
Nations Programme on
HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) in
Vietnam, said at the Press
conference held by the
Vietnam WomenÕs Union,
the Vietnamese Ministry
of Health, the United Na-

tions ChildrenÕs Fund
(UNICEF) and the
UNAIDS.

 There is a link between
domestic violence and HIV
infections, since women
are victims of forced sex,
and too frightened to get
services and information
about HIV/AIDS, she said,
adding that discrimination
against AIDS patients is
harmful to women.

 Now, nearly half of 37.2
million adults worldwide
living with HIV are
women, according to the
latest UNAIDS report. The
percentage of Vietnamese
pregnant women having
HIV rose to 0.39 per cent
in 2003 from 0.02 per cent
in 1994, said the ministry.

 By mid-October 2004,
Vietnam had detected over
86,000 HIV carriers, of
whom 62 per cent are in
the age bracket of 20-29.
Over 13,600 cases have de-
veloped into AIDS, includ-
ing 7,834 fatalities.

MNA/Xinhua

12 die as guerillas
intensify Iraq

raids
BAGHDAD, 27 NovÑ

Violence continued una-
bated in Iraq as guerillas
stepped up attacks, blast-
ing US patrols in Bagh-
dad and killing a US sol-
dier north of the capital.

A car bomb exploded
on the dangerous road to
the Baghdad airport, tar-
geting an armoured vehi-
cle generally used to trans-
port VIPs, an AFP pho-
tographer reported.

There were no reports
of any casualties and no
details immediately avail-
able on who might have
been inside the truck.

A US soldier was killed
early yesterday when a
roadside bomb hit his
vehicle in the Sunni town
of Dhuluiyah, north of
Baghdad.

Three bodyguards of
IraqÕs deputy governor of
Diyala province were
killed when clashes broke
out between national
guardsmen and guerillas
at a checkpoint, the pro-
vincial police chief said.

Internet

Fighters in Fallujah resume
attacks against US forces

 BAGHDAD , 27 NovÑ Fighters in IraqÕs battle-torn Fallujah City said Friday
they have resumed attacks against US forces and their Iraqi allies since
Wednesday after they had reorganized their groups in the city.

 The fighters made the
remarks in a statement
signed by Mujahedin
Council on Islamic web
site.

 The statement said Òthe
Mujahedin (holy fighters)
launched Wednesday
many well organized at-
tacks, aimed at destroying
the myth of the coalition
forces, and the traitors and
collaborators who work

for Allawi and Naqib,Ó
referring to Iraqi Prime
Minister Iyad Allawi and
Interior Minister Falah
Naqib.

 The former Iraqi Army
forces are Òparticipating
in fighting and supporting
efforts in the battles of
FallujahÕs northern dis-
tricts, Jolan, Mualemeen,
Shurta, Jughaifi and the
Askeri District,Ó said the

statement.
 It added that Òthe

Mujahedin will teach a
memorable lesson to the
collaborators who sold
Iraq and prove to Arab
regimes in Sherm al-
Sheikh, who gave
AllawiÕs government a
false legitimacy, that only
the language of guns and
martyrs makes a differ-
enceÓ.Ñ MNA/Xinhua
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WTO approves trade sanctions on
US over illegal law

GENEVA, 27 NovÑ The World Trade Organization (WTO) gave final
approval on Friday to the European Union, Japan and others to hit the United
States with an initial 150 million US dollars in trade sanctions in a row over an
illegal anti-dumping law.

ÒTheyÕve got the go-
ahead,Ó said Kenyan
Ambassador Amina
Mohamed, chairwoman of
the WTOÕs Dispute Settle-
ment Body.

The case, one of a
number pitting Brussels
against Washington, in-
volves the so-called Byrd
Amendment, which the
WTO has repeatedly said
breaks trade rules by hand-
ing out duties raised in anti-
dumping cases to US firms.

The opening round of
punitive duties Ñ which
will be reviewed each year
Ñ is relativity modest,
when compared, for exam-
ple, with the 4.0 billion US
dollars the EU was awarded
in a case over corporate tax
breaks.  But the figure could
soar in coming years.

The Administration of
US President George W
Bush has called on Con-
gress to drop the law.  But
it enjoys wide support

among legislators, who see
it as a way of punishing
foreign companies accused
of dumping, or exporting
goods at below the cost of
production.

The LionÕs share of the
right to retaliate goes to the
European Union and Ja-
pan, because their compa-
nies are the most affected,
Brussels has warned it
could slap additional du-
ties on US goods early in
2005 if Washington does
not repeal the law. ÒWe are
delighted that the authori-
zation confirmed our case...
We hope that the US will
bring the legislation as soon
as possible into conformity
(with international rules).Ó
EU trade spokeswoman
Claude Veron-Reville said
in Brussels.

The green light for sanc-
tions was automatic be-
cause the case has ex-
hausted all Êthe WTO steps
for settling disputes, includ-

ing appeals and arbitration.
Only a unanimous decision
by all 148 WTO member
states, including those seek-
ing the sanctions, could have
blocked it.

Both the EU and Japan,
given the right to additional
levies of 50 million US dol-
lars and 80 million US dol-
lars, respectively, by arbi-
trators, have presented the
WTO with a list of products
they plan to hit Ñ ranging
from sweetcorn to metals
and textiles.

Canada, which along with
Brazil, South Korea, India,
Mexico and Chile is also
involved in the complaint,
has said that it is studying
whether to impose sanctions
and on what. The US amend-
ment has been applied to
billions of dollars of imports
of Canadian softwood, the
subject of a separate dispute
between the two North
American neighbours.

 MNA/Reuters

Construction on YangtzeÕs water
diversion project approved

WUHAN , 27 Nov  Ñ  Construction on a key section on the central route of the
water diversion project from the Yangtze River and its tributaries to northern
China has been approved by the State Council recently.

 Construction will begin soon on the
section, which will raise the height of
the Danjiangkou Dam from the present
162 metres to 176.6 metres. This will be
the most important part of the central
route of the south-north water diversion
project, said officials with the Yangtze
River Water Resources Committee.

 The Danjiangkou Reservoir, located
800 metres below the meeting  point of
the Hanjiang River and its tributary
Danjiang River in northwestern Hubei,
central China, was the largest man-made
lake in Asia when it was built in 1966.
It is to be the principal source of water
on the central route of the south-to-
north water diversion project.

 Officials said when the height of
dam is raised, the damÕs storage capa-
city will be 29.05 billion cubic metres,
11.6 billion cubic metres more than the
early stage capacity. The project should
divert 9.5 billion cubic metres of water
to the North China  on an annual basis
and 13 to 14 billion cubic metres by the
year 2030.

 Completion of the dam project will
ease the pressure on the middle and
lower reaches of the Hanjiang and Yang-
tze rivers in the flood season and pro-

vide high-quality water to the arid areas
in northern China, said experts.

 Sources from the Yangtze River
Water Resources Committee said that
the total cost for the dam project will be
more than 2 billion yuan (about 246
million US dollars).

 More than 2,000 local people who
lived in villages in the construction site
and dam area will soon be moved to
other regions, said the committee.

 Currently, the government of
Danjiangkou is working on the issues of
migration and protection of ancient cul-
tural relics excavated in the dam area.

 The massive south-to-north water
diversion project, which began  con-
struction in December 2002, will divert
water from the Yangtze, ChinaÕs longest
river, to the countryÕs drought-affected
north via eastern, central and western
routes.

 The central route project, with a total
length of 1,427 kilometres, is designed
to divert water from the Danjiangkou
Reservoir on the upper reaches of the
Hanjiang River right up to Beijing and
Tianjin municipalities, and Hebei, Henan
and Hubei Provinces.

 MNA/Xinhua

Pakistani crocodile keeper Sajjad Barfat (C) feeding a crocodile at the 700-year
old Mango Pir Shrine, some 25 kms (15.5 miles) southwest

of Karachi.Ñ  INTERNET

 Malaysia to keep stability of currency
 KUALA  LUMPUR, 27 NovÑ A Malaysian minister has reiterated that the govern-

ment has already mentioned the country has to have stability in its currency.

 The re-pegging of the
local currency ringgit
should have got to do with
MalaysiaÕs competi-
tiveness, International
Trade and Industry Minis-
ter Rafidah Aziz told
reporters after addressing
the Panasonic Scholar-
ship Programme 2005
Award Ceremony here

Thursday.
 ÒThe government would

have to look at how the
number in the system of
pegging affect us vis-a-vis
the changes in other cur-
rencies. It has got to do with
our competitiveness. It is
not as simple as removing
the peg,Ó she said.

 Malaysian currency has

been pegged at 3.8 ringgit
to one US dollar since Sep-
tember 1998 when the
country was hit by the Asian
financial crisis.

 She was asked about
comments by some econo-
mists to review ringgit
peg as it has outdated its
usefulness and they are call-
ing for re-pegging by June
next year. ÒMalaysia
cannot be subjected to ob-
servation and recommen-
dation by others pertaining
to the re-peg of the ringgit,Ó
she said.

MNA/Xinhua

World Family Summit to be
held in China next month

ChinaÕs State Population
and Family Planning
Commission and the
All-China WomenÕs
Federation, said Xi
Xiaoping, director of
the federationÕs Press
department.

 MNA/Xinhua

A ÔLong MarchÕ rocket carrying the manned
ÔShenzhou VÕ spacecraft is launched from the

Jiuquan launch centre. China will launch its lunar
orbiter ChangÕe 1 to explore the moonÕs environ-

ment and study the thickness of its soil by the end of
2007.Ñ INTERNET

Russia accuses West of interveni ng
in Ukraine election crisis

 MOSCOW, 27 Nov Ñ Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov on Friday accused Western countries of
intervening in UkraineÕs election crisis in an attempt to
encourage the former Soviet state to move towards the
West.

 ÒSome European capitals have refused to recognize
the election and have put forward the thesis that
Ukraine should be with the West,Ó Lavrov said at a
Press conference, the ITAR-TASS news agency re-
ported. Russia is not indifferent to what happens in
Ukraine,Ó said Lavrov, adding that the Russian Gov-
ernment is alarmed by the attempts of some countries
to steer the situation in Ukraine from a legal path.

 ÒGeographically Ukraine is near the West but also
near Russia,Ó he said. ÒWe hope that the world will
respect the choice of the Ukrainian people, respect its
right to decide on its own its internal affairs.Ó

 MNA/Xinhua
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 More than 250 offi-
cials and experts from
some 60 countries, non-
govern-mental organiza-
tions and international
institutions have applied
to attend the meeting, co-
sponsored by the World
Family Organization,

BEIJING , 27 NovÑ The 2004 World Family
Summit will be held in Sanya City of Hainan Prov-
ince, south China, from December 6 to 9, mark-
ing the 10th anniversary of the International
Family Year, said a Chinese family planning of-
ficial here Friday.
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Discussion of Pensioners
Hein Myint

{eAAiuc\d^Ak\s\kc\;sc\Piu³
Am´io;qm^;m´a;Bw¨mHc\.tc\siu³}

Almost all of my
friends and I are in our
sixties. We had experi-
enced the colonial era in
our childhood. And we
had also seen the multi-
party democracy system
throughout our student life
from the primary to the
university. I had worked
as a service personnel
from the time of the
Myanma Socialist Pro-
gramme Party to that of
the current Tatmadaw
government. We took re-
tirement when we turned
sixty.

Having lived differ-
ent eras, all the friends my
age have had a sense of
scruple to weigh pros and
cons. As we took full-age
retirement as military and
civilian service personnel,
we still have to earn our
living in retirement. This
being the case, we can only

meet just once or twice a
month for a chat about the
events of the past and the
present.  We have read in
a supplement booklet of
the dailies the full text of
explanation given by State
Peace and Development
Council member General
Thura Shwe Mann and
Prime Minister Lt-Gen
Soe Win. Our conversa-
tion goes...

ÒThe corruption in
Muse was a spine-chill-
ing story.Ó

ÒIf the sum of
money was that much even
in two or three months, it

is unthinkable how much
it would be for years.Ó

ÒIt should come as
no surprise that the price
does not drop since valu-
able items like houses,
land and cars are in the
hands of those with great
wealth. We couldnÕt im-
agine to buy such expen-
sive things let alone to
afford it.Ó

ÒBecause of that
incident, 186 service per-
sonnel from three military
and civil departments
were charged. That was a
terrible blow to the State.Ó

ÒThose who were
held accountable for that
incident are to blame for
their weak control and
supervision, else only less
severe action would have
been taken.Ó

ÒThey paid no heed
to the repeated guidance
of the Senior General as

to being in the service of
public interest and the
avoidance of the four
kinds of selfishness: Ôfor
my own, for my wife, for
my children and for my
relativesÕ.

ÒIt is necessary for
all of the powers that be to
follow the guidance. They
must keep themselves
aloof from the four kinds
of selfishness. WhatÕs
more, they also should
urge their wives and chil-
dren to refrain from such
acts. If they do so, unde-
sirable things would not
occur.Ó

My friends asked
me whether such incidents
took place in China as they
knew I had discharged my
duty there. I replied:

ÒNo doubt they did.
Even in my tour of duty in
China, I heard a lot of
smuggling and corruption
cases, for instance, the
collapse of diversion weirs
when the Yangtze River
swelled was due to sub-
standard quality in con-
struction; the collapse of a
bridge claiming numerous
lives was due to sub-stand-
ard quality in construction;
and the ruined conditions
of a highway while it was
still under construction.
Punitive action was taken
against those who were
held responsible, and the
newspapers reported
them.Ó

ÒSuch things are
unavoidable in countries
which are in a process of
transition to the market-
oriented economic system.
Special care should be
taken for it.Ó

ÒIt is the right thing
to do to abolish the Na-
tional Intelligence Bureau.
People everywhere had to
live in fear of them.Ó

ÒThey became self-
ish as they then were peo-
ple in authority. The act of
corruption grew worse in
the absence of control and
supervision. Not everyone
was involved in it. The
good and the bad by na-
ture coexist.Ó

ÒA large number of
illegally-imported cars can
be seen in almost every
town. It is heartening to
hear the news that unli-
censed cars which cause
corruption are now being
confiscated.Ó

ÒMaking arrests on
those committing the act
of corruption and traffick-

ing is in the interests of the
country. In consequence
of it, there are some who
have remedied their mis-
conduct. If they continue
their act, they will no doubt
will face action.Ó

ÒBy the way, I have
heard so many times that
some foreign media say
that present Myanmar
State leadership are
hardliners. You are a war
veteran pensioner and so
may I know your opinion
in this regard?Ó

ÒOf course, they
say so because they donÕt
understand anything about
the administrative princi-
ples of Myanmar
Tatmadaw. And they are
intentionally manufactur-
ing fabrications to mislead
the peopleÓ.

ÒOh! Is that so?
Would you please elabo-
rate?Ó.

ÒMyanmar Tat-
madaw has a tradition that
it practises the policy of a
single command. So, all
the Tatmadaw members
have to discharge their
duties under the supervi-
sion of their superiors and
guidance of the Com-
mander-in-Chief of De-
fence Services. Since the
Tatmadaw had assumed
the State responsibilities,
it first formed the State
Law and Order Restora-
tion Council  and then the
State Peace and Develop-
ment Council at present,
and it has been adopting
and implementing State
policies under the guid-
ance of the Chairman also
the Commander-in-Chief
of Defence Services, and
in coordination with the
Vice-Chairman, who is the
Deputy Commander-in-
Chief of Defence Services
and SPDC members tak-
ing effective responsibili-
tiesÓ.

ÒThe Tatmadaw
leaders have to take re-
sponsibilities individually
in carrying out tasks, based
on collective leadershipÓ.

ÒThe Government
and the ministries have to
carry out their tasks in
consonance with the
policy laid down by the
SPDCÓ.

ÒTherefore, IÕd say
implementation of the
StateÕs seven-point Road
Map, carrying out nation-
building tasks in coopera-

tion with national armed
groups after building up
peace through talks with
them, and the adopting of
foreign policy are the
works of by the State
Peace and Development
Council under the leader-
ship of the Head of State,
but not of an individualÓ.

ÒOverall, the
StateÕs political, eco-
nomic, social and nation-
building tasks are being
implemented in conform-

ity with the policy laid
down by the SPDC. So,
one should not assume that
some of the State leaders
are flexible and some
hardlinersÓ.

ÒIÕm sure, it must
be, in fact, certain schem-
ersÕ plot to mislead
Myanmar people into
thinking some State lead-
ers as flexible-minded and
pro-democracy persons
and some, as hardliners. It
is very clear if present
State leaders were not pro-
democracy persons but
hardliners, there would be
no chance for  the seven-
point Road Map to come
into existence. It is known
to all that Myanmar is now
on the path towards disci-
pline-flourishing democ-
racy just because State
leaders are really in fa-
vour of democracyÓ.

ÒAs you know, the
previous governments
were not able at all to per-
suade any armed groups
to return to the legal fold,
but 17 armed groups had
entered the legal fold dur-
ing the time of the present
government. And they are
even cooperating with the
government in nation-
building tasks. That re-
flects the genuine good-
will of the SPDC led by
the Commander-in-Chief
of Defence Services. Ac-
cording to the norms of
foreign media, this should
be described soft or flex-
ible, isnÕt it?Ó.

Ò M o r e o v e r ,
Myanmar is cooperating
with regional countries in

regional affairs after her
membership of the
ASEAN and maintains
friendly relations with her
neighbours. That is an-
other example reflecting
her flexible attitudeÓ.

ÒPersonally, IÕd say
the SPDC is a government,
so sometimes it must take
a hardline stand and some-
times it has to be soft, as
the case may be. I donÕt
think it is proper  for the
government to tolerate the

insults. But it has to make
political or military re-
sponses if being as-
saultedÓ.

ÒAnd I donÕt think
it is wise to call State lead-
ers as hardliners just be-
cause of not reaching an
agreement with those who
always hamper nation-
building efforts but have
never done anything in the
interests of the nationÓ.

ÒThe government
has been able to build up
peace with armed groups
through peace talks. So, if
all the political parties give
priority to national inter-
ests but not to their own,
no doubt, fruitful results
will be achieved. But what
they should do is just to
show their goodwillÓ.

When our chat was
at its peak, there was a
phone call for me and I
had to return home, say-
ing goodbye to my
friends.

On my way home,
I was absorbed in my
thought that our country,
Myanmar, will be able to
turn itself into a peaceful,
modern and developed
nation if certain political
parties give up their at-
tempts to serve their own
interests, and if there is
no destructive act nor cor-
ruption and bribery in the
nation,and they are united
in serving the interests of
the nation and the people
with goodwill.

(Translation: KTY + MS)

Myanma Alin, Kyemon:
(28-11-2004)

ÒIt is necessary for all of the powers
that be to follow the guidance. They
must keep themselves aloof from the
four kinds of selfishness. WhatÕs more,
they also should urge their wives and
children to refrain from such acts. If
they do so, undesirable things would not
occur.Ó

ÒMyanmar Tatmadaw has a tradi-
tion that it practises the policy of a single
command. So, all the Tatmadaw mem-
bers have to discharge their duties un-
der the supervision of their superiors
and guidance of the Commander-in-
Chief of Defence Services.
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YANGON, 28 NovÑ
A ceremony to flag off
competitors of First
India-ASEAN Car Rally
was held in Mandalay on
26 November morning.

Among the
spectators were Chairman
of Mandalay Division
Peace and Development
Council Commander of
Central Command Maj-
Gen Ye Myint, Minister
for Sports Brig-Gen
Thura Aye Myint,
Mandalay Mayor Brig-
Gen Yan Thein, Deputy
Commander Brig-Gen
Nay Win and the Indian
Ambassador.

Minister Brig-Gen
Thura Aye Myint flagged
off the rally.

The caravan of the
rally arrived in Ywangan
along Mandalay-
K y a u k s e - Y w a n g a n -
A u n g b a n - T a u n g g y i

Caravan of First India-ASEAN Car
Rally arrives Kengtung

Road. They were
welcomed by Brig-Gen
Thaung Htaik of
Aungban Station and
officials, local people and
national races.

In the afternoon,
the competitors stopped
over at Ayethayar Golf
Resort Hotel in
Taunggyi. Next, they left
Taunggyi.

On arrival at
Loilem, they were
welcomed by Deputy
Commander Brig-Gen
Win Myint and officials.
The competitors spent the
night in Loilem.

On 27 November,
the competitors left
Loilem and proceeded to
Kunhing through Loilem-
Kengtung Road. They
were welcomed by
Chairman of Shan State
Peace and Development
Council Commander of

Eastern Command Maj-
Gen Khin Maung Myint
and officials, local people
and national races.

The drivers
stopped over in Kunhing.

In Mongpyin, the
competitors were
welcomed by Deputy
Commander of Triangle
Region Command Brig-
Gen Wai Lin, officials
and local people.

At night, the
caravan of the rally
arrived in Kengtung
where the participants
were welcomed by
Chairman of Shan State
(East) Peace and
Development Council
Commander of Triangle
Region Command Maj-
Gen Khin Zaw, officials
and local people. The
drivers spent the night in
Kengtung.

ÊMNA

(from page 1)
organizations level, he
continued. It is delightful
to see the MES, like other
social organizations
engaged in their relevant
fields, playing an active
role in the AFEO, he
said, pledging that the
government on its part
would render assistance
for the successful holding
of the conference in
accord with its set aims
in the country.

Next, MES
Chairman Dr Sein Myint
reported on the birth of
the AFEO and its
activities, and ar-

rangements being made
for hosting the CAFEO-
22. Later, MES General
Secretary U Than Myint
presented reports on
measures being taken by
the MES in cooperation
with the AFEO, the
organizational setup of
the MES, the conducting
of engineering courses,
the MESÕs participa-
tion in nation-building
endeavours, the for-
mation of the central
committee and sub-

committees for the
upcoming conference,
tasks being carried and
those left to be done
by respective com-
mittees, and the
assistance required to be
provided.

Ministers, the
Yangon mayor, deputy
ministers and officials
also reported on
assistance to be rendered
by their respective
departments for the
success of the
conference.

After hearing the
reports, Secretary-1 Lt-
Gen Thein Sein attended

Success  achieved  in
governmentÕs  endeavoursÉ

to the needs through
coordination with
officials concerned.

After the meeting,
the Secretary-1 and party
inspected the medals

rative shoulder-bags and
handbags, and books to
be distributed at the

Society, the CAFEO-22
will be hosted in
Myanmar at the Sedona

Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Thein Sein inspects samples of prizes, gifts, bags, souvenirs and pamphlets
to mark the CAFEO-22.ÑÊMNA

Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs
U Maung Myint.ÑÊMNA

Deputy Minister for Information
Brig-Gen Aung Thein.Ñ MNA

Deputy Minister for Transport
U Pe Than.ÑÊMNA

Deputy Minister for Health
Dr Mya Oo.Ñ MNA

Chairman
of

Myanmar
Engineering

Society
Dr Sein
Myint.Ê

MNA

to be awarded at the
upcoming conference,
souvenirs, commemo-

conference.
Organized by the

Myanmar Engineering

Hotel here on 18-19
December this year.

 MNA
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1st Five Countries Trade Fair-2004
Yangon, Mindhamma Road, Myanmar Convention Centre

(From 3 to 7 December, 2004)
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Ash of the remains of
Myingyan SayadawÉ

(from page 16)

religious associations and disciples proceeded to the
confluence of Yangon River and Bago River.

After reciting Ani••avata Sankhara Gatha by
the congregation led by members of the Sangha,
Sayadaw Bhaddanta Silakkhandabhivamsa and
Sayadaw Bhaddanta Tejobhasa, Minister Brig-Gen
Thura Myint Maung and Brig-Gen Myo Myint scat-
tered ash into Yangon River at 8.50 am.

 MNA

(from page 16)
Next, the commander, the
minister and guests offered
ÒSoon Ó to members of the
Sangha.

At noon, Industry-1
Minister U Aung Thaung,
accompanied by officials,
went to PyinOoLwin Phar-
maceutical Factory Project
and inspected installation
of machines in the Tablets
& Capsules Production
Unit and Water Distill
Plant. He gave necessary
instructions for the tasks.
Next, the minister in-
spected completion of in-
stallation of machines at
Damin Plant.

Afterwards, the
minister inspected test-run-
ning of Tablet Press and
Film Coating Machines
and the machines in Dry-

Commander, Minister for Industry-1É
ing Oven FBD Units. The
commander gave instruc-
tions on efforts to be
made for arrival of the
machinery as quickly as
possible, running of the
machines and making of
systematic arrangements
in accord with GMP sys-
tem. Myanma Pharma-
ceutical Industries Man-
aging Director U Myint
Oo and officials con-
ducted the minister
around the sites chosen
for constructing the
buildings of Quality Con-
trol, Galenic Product
Department and Syrup
Department.

At the briefing
hall, Managing Director
U Myint Oo and General
Manager U Tin Maung
Win reported on the tasks

of constructing the fac-
tory, running the machines
and greening around the
factory.

On arrival at Man-
dalay Division USDA
Office, Secretariat Mem-
ber U Aung Thaung met
with district and township
USDA secretaries and ful-
filled the requirements for
the tasks of the associa-
tion. Next, he instructed
the officials to abide by
the future programmes
laid down by the USDA
Annual Preliminary Meet-
ing 2004, to implement the
five rural development
tasks and to play an active
role in striving for the suc-
cess  of seven-point future
policy Programme of the
State.

 MNA

YANGON, 28 Nov
Ñ Chairman of Yangon
Division Peace and De-
velopment Council Com-
mander of Yangon Com-
mand Maj-Gen Myint
Swe and wife Daw Khin
Thet Htay attended a din-
ner in honour of sports
teams representing
Yangon Command which
won championshipDeputy Minister inspects construction of

roads in Bago Division
YANGON, 28 Nov Ñ

Deputy Minister for Progress
of Border Areas and National
Races and Development Af-
fairs Col Tin Ngwe inspected
repaving of No 28th Street,
and Bandoola Road in
Leikpyagan Ward, Bago,
this morning.

The deputy minister
also inspected landscaping
works of Bago Township

Myanmar-Thai Kathina robes offering
ceremony held

YANGON, 28 Nov Ñ
The third Myanmar-Thai
communal Kathina robes
offering ceremony was
held at Myanmar-Thai
Friendship Monastery in
Ward 27, Dagon Myothit
(North) Township on 26
November morning.

Joint-Secretary of
the State Sangha Maha
Nayaka Committee
Mayangon Township
Kalewa Tawya Monastery
Sayadaw Agga Maha
Pandita Dwipitakadhara
Bhaddanta Jagara-
bhivamsa administered

the precepts and delivered
a sermon. Later, Myanmar
and Thai disciples donated
Kathina robes to
Saddhamma Jotikadhaja
Maha Ganthava•aka
Pandita Bhddanta
Kondan–a of the monas-
tery.Ñ MNA
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Dinner hosted in honour of sports teams of
Yangon Command

Yangon vice-mayor inspects agricultural tasks in Thanlyin

shields in the 2004 De-
fence Services Com-
mander-in-ChiefÕs Shield
Tatmadaw (Army, Navy
and Air) Sports Competi-
tions, at the hall of the com-
mand headquarters yester-
day evening.

First, the judo team,
gymnastic team, the cy-
clist team, track & field
teams handed over their

trophies to the commander
who presented cash prizes
to the winners.

Next, the com-
mander gave a speech.
Afterwards, the com-
mander and wife hosted a
dinner to those present.

Yangon Command
has won championship
shields in 10 sports events
so far. ÑÊMNA

YANGON, 28 Nov Ñ
CEC member of Union
Solidarity Development
Association Vice-Chair-
man of Yangon City De-
velopment Committee
Vice-Mayor Col Maung Pa
inspected  agricultural
tasks being undertaken by
USDA (Central) in
Sitpinkwin village-tract,
Thanlyin Township,

Yangon South District this
morning. The vice-mayor
inspected harvesting and
winnowing monsoon
paddy and farmlands.

At the briefing hall,
Yangon Division Manager
U Aung San of Myanma
Agriculture Service and
officials reported on har-
vesting monsoon paddy
and agriculture purpose

vehicles. The vice-mayor
attended to the needs. At
the hall of Thanlyin Town-
ship USDA, the vice-
mayor met members of
township USDA and
briefed an account of
seven-point future policy
programme of the State,
five rural development
tasks and objectives of the
USDA.Ñ MNA

Ash of Chairman Sayadaw being scattered into
Yangon River in Dharudaka Puja.

 MNA

Swe Swe Thant who wins one gold in Nanquan, Nangun and Nandao event, one
gold in Nandao and one silver each in Nanquan and Nangun events.ÑÊNLM

Development Affairs
Committee.

In Thanatpin
Township, the deputy min-
ister looked into No 1
Tube-well sunk for sup-
ply of water to local peo-
ple in Zaypaing Ward,
Thanatpin. He also in-
spected repaving of
Zabuyit Road.

Next, Col Tin

Ngwe  proceeded to the
construction site of the
bridge at the entrance of
Thakkala Sanpya Village
in Kawa Township. The
deputy minister then in-
spected upgrading of
Nguwa Road. After inspect-
ing Paukkon-Zwekaik
gravel road, the deputy min-
ister gave instructions on
maintenance tasks.Ñ MNA
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YANGON, 28 Nov Ñ
With the assistance ren-
dered by the Central Uni-
versities Library of the
Higher Education
Department (Lower
Myanmar) of the
Ministry of Education, an
e-library will be facili-
tated on the eighth floor
of the Mahasantisukha
Buddhist Missionary
Centre in Natchaung
Ward, Tamway Town-

YANGON, 28 Nov Ñ
A ceremony to harvest
the model plot of
Shweyinaye monsoon
paddy was held in
Htikham Village of
Yaksawk Township on
23 November.

Present were Chair-
man of Shan State Peace
and Development Coun-
cil Commander of East-
ern Command Maj-Gen
Khin Maung Myint,
Brig-Gen Zaw Win of
Bahtoo Station, local au-
thorities and local farm-
ers.

The commander in-

International-level Buddhist Pitakas
(Treatises) Library soon to emerge

ship. Thanks to the estab-
lishment of the library,
Buddhist treatises all the
world over can be
studied at one stop.

It is estimated that
the establishment of the
library will cost nearly K
6.84 million.

Under the patronage
of the parents of both
sides, the family of U
Thein Oo and Daw Khin
Khin Sein donated the

total cost to mark their
34th anniversary of mar-
riage through Col Saw
Myint (Retd), Chairman
of the Executive Board
of Trustees.

They presented
their donation before
Sayadaw Agga Maha
Gantavacaka Pandita
Bhaddanta Janita on the
ninth floor of the
MBMC.

MNA

YANGON, 28 Nov Ñ
The third communal
Kathina robes offering
ceremony was held at
Myanma Alin/Kyemon
Sub-printing House
(Mandalay) of News and
Periodicals Enterprise

Sub-printing House (Mandalay) offers
Kathina robes to Sayadaws

Commander attends harvesting of
Shweyinaye monsoon paddy in Yaksawk

spected harvest of the
model plot and harvester
of Agriculture Mechani-
zation Department.

The Chairman of the
Yaksawk Township
Peace and Development
Council reported on facts
about the region, cultiva-
tion of monsoon paddy
and Shweyinaye paddy
strain. Officials reported
on their respective sec-
tors.

The commander
gave 10 baskets of paddy
seed to the national race
groups each.

On behalf of the

national race groups, U
Khun San Lwin
expressed gratitude.

The model plot of
Shweyinaye monsoon
paddy yielded 135.13
baskets of paddy per acre.

After the ceremony,
the commander and party
inspected sample paddy
and rice, pesticide, ferti-
lizers, rubber, corn ,
maize and coffee.

Later, the com-
mander inspected
Htikham Basic Education
Middle School,  Taungni
Village and Market.

MNA

on 22 November.
Officials donated

Kathina robes and
alms to  Thangedaw
Meditation Centre Saya-
dawBhaddanta Varitta of
Patheingyi Township
and members of the

Sangha.
Present on the

occasion were Deputy
Chief Editor U Nyunt
Zaw and wife, assistant
managers, staff families
and guests.

MNA

Swe Swe Thant of Myanmar stands second in womenÕs Nanquan event
held on 27-11-2004. (News reported)Ñ NLM

U Thein Oo-Daw Khin Khin Sein and family presents K 6,840,000 for Pitakat
Taik of Maha Santisukha Missionery Centre to Chairman of the Monastery

Board of Trustees Col Saw Myint (Retd).ÑÊ(H)

BEIJING, 28 NovÑ Li
Changchun, a senior of-
ficial of the Communist
Party of China (CPC),
said improving the Par-
tyÕs ability to construct
advanced socialist culture
is of great importance for
its governance in China.

ÒThe ability is well
in alliance with the Par-
tyÕs general governance
targets,Ó said Li. ÒAnd it
should be viewed as a
major means in enhanc-
ing the PartyÕs govern-
ance capability.Ó

CPC urged to lift advanced culture
construction ability

 Li, who is a member
of the Standing Commit-
tee of the Political Bureau
of the CPC Central Com-
mittee, said the fostering
such an ability will be of
guiding and nationwide
significance if China sim-
ply wants to win the in-
ternational national power
competition between
countries.

Li made the remarks
during an investigation
and investigation tour on
the PartyÕs capability in
improving the construc-

tion of advanced social-
ist culture in Anhui,
Guangdong and Fujian
provinces.

ÒTo achieve that
goal, the Party must
made more efforts in the
study and construction of
the Marxism theory and
fully implement the ardu-
ous task of arming the
whole Party and educat-
ing the people with Deng
Xiaoping and Jiang
ZeminÕs Party building
thoughts.Ó

MNA/Xinhua

DHAKA , 28 Nov
Ñ  The Bangladeshi Gov-
ernment will make a law
banning the practice of
filling water bodies and
riverbanks and construc-
tion of structures on them
in this most densely popu-
lated South Asian coun-
try, according to the offi-
cial news agency BSS
Saturday.  The grabbing
of both banks of the river
Buriganga, which flows
just south of Dhaka and
once the lifeline of the
countryÕs capital,  and fill-
ing of lakes in the posh
Gulshan and Dhanmondi

Bangladesh makes law to stop waterways grabbing
areas in Dhaka prompted
the government to make
the law with provision of
five-year prison term and
fine for violators.  A draft
bill will be presented to
the Cabinet meeting for
approval to make it a law
through the national Par-
liament, the agency said

 However, the en-
vironment activists criti-
cized the draft bill saying
it failed to come up with
measures to recover the
land that has already been
grabbed.

 The pressure on
land in the capital of around

10 million people  has in-
creased and this is the rea-
son of grabbing lands in
the capital.

 Both the banks of
river Buriganga have been
grabbed by people and dif-
ferent organizations defy-
ing the government rules
and environment activists.

 The environment
activists have formed an
organization named ÒSave
BurigangaÓ and the or-
ganization is campaigning
against the grabbing ask-
ing the government to evict
those illegal occupants.

 MNA/Xinhua

BEIJNG, 28 Nov Ñ
The Chinese Ministry of
Health said here Friday
the rate of rural women
dying in childbirth in 2003
was 2.4 times that of the
urban women.

The maternal
mortality rate for rural
Chinese women in 2003
was 65.4 deaths for every
100,000 mothers, com-
pared with the 27.6 per
100,000 for the urban
women, according to the
ministry. But the coun-
tryÕs general maternal

Major gap in ChinaÕs maternal
mortality rates announced

mortality rate had dropped
from 53 per 100,000 in
2000 to 51.3 per 100,000
in 2003.

The mortality rate
for infants in rural areas
was 2.5 times that of
babies in urban areas.

But overall, Chi-
naÕs infant mortality rate

dropped to 2.55 per cent
in 2003, compared with
3.22 per cent in 2000,
according to the ministry.

The mortality
rate for the children
under 5 also fell, from
3.97 per cent to 2.99 per
cent.

 MNA/Xinhua

The best time to plant a tree was
20 years ago.

The second best time is now.
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News from the
Districts

Self-reliant Library opened
in Hopin Township

HOPIN, 12 Nov Ñ Alin Saytaman Self-reliant
Library, organized by Hopin Township Information
and Public Relations Department, was opened at the
monastery in Thegon Village, Tagwin Village-tract,
Hopin Township, on 23 October.

Officials opened the library and gave lectures
on the purpose of establishing the library and advan-
tages.

Later, the chairman of the construction of the
library accepted K 5,000 and 100 copies of maga-
zines and journals donated by the District USDA; 50
copies of periodicals by Hopin Township IPRD; K
8,500 and 50 books by local authorities and 200
books by wellwishers.

MYANMA ALIN

Progress of gravel road
inspected in Kyaiklat

KYAIKLAT , 27 NovÑÊKyaiklat Township Peace
and Development Council Chairman U Mya Han,
Secretary of Township Union Solidarity and Devel-
opment Association U Than Win and officials in-
spected progress of Kyaunglan Road being built by
the Township Development Affairs Committee un-
der the arrangement of Kyaiklat Township USDA
on 7 November.

It is 900 feet long and 10 feet wide gravel
road. The government had spent K 2.5 million on
the construction task.

KYEMON

Construction of tarred road
supervised in Mahlaing
MAHLAING , 15 NovÑ The two miles and two

furlongs long earth road linking Meiktila-Myingyan
Road and Htanbinkan Village in Mahlaing Town-
ship is being upgraded to the tarred road.

On 8 November, Executive of Township De-
velopment Affairs Committee U Tun Aung Khin and
officials supervised the upgrading tasks.

Wellwishers U Htoo Maung-Daw Htar Htar
Aye and family of Mogok sponsored to build the
road spending K 37 million.

MYANMA ALIN

Livestock breeding tasks
extended in Mongyawng

MONGYAWNG, 24 Nov Ñ A ceremony to hand
over poultry and pig to locals was held at the hall in
Poncho Village, Mongyawng Township, Mongphyat
District, on 21 November.

Chairman of Mongphyat District Peace and
Development Council Lt-Col Myo Nyunt and Head
of Shan State (East) Livestock Breeding and Veteri-
nary Department U Maung Hlaing gave 440 poultry
and 92 pigs to the local people.

MYANMA ALIN

Phakant Township gets
self-reliant village library

PHAKANT , 5 NovÑÊYadana self-reliant library
was opened in Mawsisa Village, Lonkhin Village-
tract of Phakant Township, on 18 October.

Head of Phakant Township Information and
Public Relations Department Daw Wai Lwin and
officials opened the library.

Later, those present donated 535 books and
periodicals and K 170,000 to the library committee
members.

MYANMA ALIN

V IENTIANE , 28
NovÑ The 10-member
ASEAN signed the
memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) on
Transport Cooperation
with China here on Sat-
urday.
    ChinaÕs Minister of
Communications Zhang
Chunxian and ASEAN
(the Association of
South-East Asian Na-
tions) signed the MoU.
Zhang said in an inter-
view with Xinhua after
the signing ceremony
that with the signing,
ASEAN and China will
have a legally based
medium-to-long-term
cooperation partnership.
    He said that the MoU
covers ASEAN-China
transport cooperation on
infrastructure, transport
facilitating, marine trans-
port and marine affairs,
capacity building and in-
formation sharing.

ASEAN, China sign MoU on transport cooperation
   The minister said he
believed that the MoU is
a breakthrough for
ASEAN-China transport
cooperation as it not only
lays down a legal base
for launching future co-
operative projects, but
has a strong guiding role
and high operationa-
bility.
    He said, ÒThe funda-
mental objective of the
cooperation is to accel-
erate infrastructure link-
ages and enhance cross-
border movement of
goods and people, which
in turn reinforces the es-
tablishment of an
ASEAN-China free trade
area as well as the
synergy in seeking com-
mon prosperity for
nearly 1.8  billion popu-
lation with 1.2-trillion-
US-dollar annual trade
volume in the ASEAN
countries and China.Ó
    He said, ÒWe feel so

much assured that the
ASEAN-China transport
cooperation is becoming
more consolidated with
every step forward and
has constituted an essen-
tial part in building a
partnership of mutual
trust and practical coop-
eration between ASEAN
and China.Ó
    The minister said it
is the strong aspirations
of the people of
ASEAN and China in
seeking cooperation for
a win-win result.
    He said China has
over 100 land and river
ports at different levels
bordering with the
ASEAN countries. The
potential for further pro-
moting transport coop-
eration is great.

Zhang said that
the ASEAN-China co-
operation has been
fruitful in the past
months.

He said the con-
struction of Lao section
of Kunming-Bangkok
Highway started in
April this year, with 30
million US dollars of in-
vestment from China.

He added that the
I n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l
Agreement on Asian
Highway Network cov-
ering 32 countries was
concluded in Shanghai
in April this year, to
which some of the
ASEAN countries have
become parties.
   The minister added
that ChinaÕs linkage
with this road network
accumulates a mileage
of 26,000 kilometres,
accounting for 20 per
cent of the total
lengthen of the network.
   He added that China
is also stepping up the
construction of high-
ways to connect with
this network.
   The minister said
China has provided one-
million-US-dollar finan-
cial assistance for the
pre-feasibility study of
the missing link of the
Trans-Asian Railway in-
side Cambodia.
    He believed that
with the stable long-
term cooperation frame-
work and practical co-
operative operations,
ASEAN and China
would surely have a
great prospect for the
future.
    ASEAN groups Bru-
nei, Cambodia, Indone-
sia, Laos, Malaysia,
Myanmar, the Philip-
pine, Singapore, Thai-
land and Vietnam.

  MNA/Xinhua

ChinaÕs Premier Wen Jiabao is greeted at Vientiane Wattay international
airport on the eve of the 10th Association of Southeast Asian Nations

(ASEAN) Summit in Laos on 28 Nov 2004. ÑINTERNET

V IENTIANE , 28
NovÑ Foreign minis-
ters of the Association
of South-East Asian Na-
tions (ASEAN) and the
Republic of  Korea
(ROK) here Saturday
welcomed a document
under which an
ASEAN-ROK Free
Trade Area will be es-
tablished within 10
years, spokesman  of the
10th ASEAN Summit
Yong Changthalangsy
told a Press briefing.

 The document,
the Joint Declaration on
Comprehensive Coop-
eration Partnership, will
be adopted by the
ASEAN+ROK Summit

ASEAN-ROK free trade area to be
established within 10 years

on 30 November.
 Yong, who is

also director of the Press
Department of the Lao
Foreign Ministry, said
that during the
ASEAN+ROK Ministe-
rial Meeting, ASEAN
welcomed the ROKÕs
decision to accede to
the Treaty  of Amity
and Cooperation in
Southeast Asia on Sat-
urday.

 The ROK
called on ASEAN to
continue its support for
the six-party talks for
the denuclearization of
the Korean Peninsula.
ASEAN urged the ROK
to use the ASEAN re-

gional Forum as another
forum to discuss the
threat of the prolifera-
tion of weapons of mass
destruction.

ASEAN ex-
pressed appreciation for
the ROKÕs support to
economic integration
and in narrowing the de-
velopment gap in
ASEAN.

The ministerial
meeting noted that the
ROKÕs cumulative in-
vestments in  ASEAN
amounted to 11 billion
US dollars as of the end
of 2003, which ac-
counted for 15.2 per
cent of the ROKÕs total
FDI outflow, making

ASEAN the third larg-
est investment destina-
tion for the ROKÕs firms
after the United States
and China.

 The spokesman
said that to commemo-
rate the 15th anniversary
of ASEAN-ROK rela-
tions, the ROK will be
launching two special
projects, namely, visit of
ROK celebrit ies to
ASEAN cities to  pro-
mote greater cultural un-
derstanding and issu-
ance of commemorative
stamps which will be
presented to the
ASEAN-ROK Summit
on November 30.

  MNA/Xinhua
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Chirac to offer French telecom
chief finance portfolio

 PARIS, 27 Nov ÑFrance Telecom chief Thierry Breton emerged as the
frontrunner to replace Nicolas Sarkozy as FranceÕs finance minister after a
report on Thursday that President Jacques Chirac had offered him the job.

 Sarkozy is due to step down on
Monday to take over as head of the
ruling Union for a Popular Movement
Party (UMP), a post  that will give him
a platform to launch an expected presi-
dential bid in an election due in 2007.

 Conservative daily Le Figaro re-
ported Chirac had telephoned  Breton to
offer him the finance portfolio and that
Breton had  promised to reply by Satur-
day. If he turned the offer down,  Health
Minister Philippe Douste-Blazy would
get the job, it  said.

 ÒWe are not aware of anything about
this,Ó a France Telecom  spokesman
said when asked about the report. A
spokeswoman at ChiracÕs office declined
to comment on the  report in Le Figaro
and SarkozyÕs spokesman said he had
no  information on who would take over
at the Finance Ministry.

 Whoever replaces Sarkozy will face
a big task Ñ to trim the  public deficit to
below 3 per cent of gross domestic pro-
duct in  2005 to meet European Union
targets, help the government reduce un-

employment from close to 10 per cent
and carry out a pledge by Chirac for more
cuts in corporate and income tax.

 The name of Breton, 49, has been
mentioned increasingly in recent weeks
in the absence of an obvious successor.
He has been trying to keep telecommuni-
cations giant France Telecom afloat after
turning around television manufacturer
Thomson.

 Neither Breton or Douste-Blazy has
the experience or  political weight of
Sarkozy. Whoever succeeds him will
largely  be an instrument of policies set
by Chirac, ensuring none would  be in a
position to make major policy changes as
minister.

 ÒI make decisions, he carries them
out,Ó Chirac said of Sarkozy in July,
spelling out the relationship he expects
to  have with his finance minister.

 Another newspaper report earlier this
week suggested Breton was not inter-
ested in the job. Breton himself has re-
mained  silent.

MNA/Reuters

India test-fires
ÒAkashÓ missile

 The home-grown
multi-target missile was
fired from the integrated
test range at Chandipur
at 12:30 pm, the source
said.

 Akash, which has a 25-
kilometre range, uses a
ramjet propulsion system
and is powered by an air-
breathing engine.

 The missile is de-
ployed in tandem with the

indigenously developed
radar Rajendra, which can
simultaneously track 64
aircraft within a range of
40 kilometres to 60 kilo-
metres.

 Akash is one of the five
missiles under various
stages of development by
the Defence Research and
Development Organiza-
tion.

MNA/Xinhua

German police
seize firearms ;

arrest two
BERLIN, 27 NovÑ Ger-

man authorities have
seized firearms and ar-
rested two suspected far-
right extremists who  they
say led a society that re-
enacted battles dressed as
Adolf  HitlerÕs SS body-
guards.

Police raided two
homes in western Ger-
many and other  addresses
in the north and east of the
country on Thursday, po-
lice and prosecutors in the
western state of North
Rhine-Westphalia said on
Friday.

Two suspects aged 20
and 31 were detained af-
ter police found two pis-
tols, two machineguns, a
home-made automatic
weapon and  ammunition
at their homes.

Neither of the men had
licences for the firearms
and both were brought be-
fore an examining magis-
trate on Friday.

MNA/Reuters

Philippines likely to keep 2004
budget deficit below ceiling
MANILA , 27 NovÑThe Philippines is likely to keep

well within the 2004 budget and consolidated public
sector deficit targets due to improved revenue flows
and increased electricity tariffs, officials said Friday.

 The budget deficit for
the first 10 months this year
fell 9.9 per cent year-on-
year to 147.7 billion pesos
(2.62 billion US dollars),
while the deficit in October
alone reached 5.8 billion
pesos (103 million US dol-
lars), according to the gov-
ernment statistics.

 ÒAs far as the national
government is concerned,
we expect a lowering of
our deficit for 2004 be-
cause of certain improve-
ments in our revenue col-
lection,Ó Finance Secretary
Juanita Amatong told a
news conference.

 The full-year ceiling of
about 197.8 billion pesos
(3.51 billion US dollars),
or 4.2 per cent of the ex-
pected gross domestic
product (GDP), should be
met with room to spare,
Trade and Industry Secre-
tary Cesar Purisima said in
the same briefing.

 ÒThe most likely out-
come will be much lower.
ItÕs going to be 196 billion

pesos (3.48 billion US dol-
lars),Ó he added.

 The full-year figure of
the consolidated public
sector deficit, which in-
cludes financing gaps of
state-owned corporations
including loss-making
National Power Corp,
should be much less than
the original target of 6.7
per cent of GDP, the two
Cabinet members said.

 ÒOur outlook for this
year is a 5.6 per cent con-
solidated public sector
deficit,Ó Amatong said.

 This would be equiva-
lent to about 257 billion
pesos (4.56 billion US dol-
lars), instead of the planned
316 billion pesos (5.61 bil-
lion US dollars), Purisima
said.  Amatong said that
2005 should be a Òmuch
better yearÓ with the ex-
pected passage in Congress
of some of the eight
tax measures proposed
by President Gloria
Maca-pagal-Arroyo.

MNA/Xinhua

 Pakistani President embarks on
Latin America visit

 ISLAMABAD , 27 Nov Ñ Pakistani President Pervez Musharraf embarked
Friday on eight-day visit to three Latin American countries Ñ Brazil,
Argentina and Mexico, becoming the first Pakistani leader to visit the region.

 ÒMy discussion in
Latin American states
would focus on increas-
ing economic and trade
ties,Ó Musharraf told re-
porters at the Chaklala
military air base in
Islamabad on his depar-
ture.

 ÒOur political rela-
tions are good with all of
them but it needs  to be
consolidated through eco-
nomic, commerce and
trade relations,Ó he said.

 A trade delegation is
also accompanying the
President on the visit to

explore ways and means
of enhancing economic re-
lations with these coun-
tries, primarily in the pri-
vate sector.

 Musharraf will also
visit the United States,
Britain and France.

MNA/Xinhua

US regulators do not ensure airlines
comply with rules

 WASHINGTON , 27 NovÑ US regulators are doing an incomplete job of
ensuring that passenger and cargo airlines comply with rules for monitoring
hazardous materials, a government audit showed on Friday.

 The audit was led by
Alexis Stefani, the Trans-
portation DepartmentÕs
assistant inspector-gen-
eral.

 It found that enforce-
ment actions take, on av-
erage, more than a year to
complete, and many are
not pursued because the
FAA does not move fast
enough to meet deadlines.
Also, regulators often
agree to accept far less in
fines than the amounts
they propose.

 The investigation
found that enforcement by
the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration remains
flawed, even though the
agency boosted oversight
of dangerous cargo after

the 1996 crash of ValuJet
Flight 592.

 The crash, in FloridaÕs
Everglades, killed 110
people and was blamed
on improperly packaged
oxygen generators that
caught fire.

 While the FAA has
improved monitoring of
dangerous cargo in recent
years, the investigation
concluded that current
enforcement was Òcum-
bersome, lengthy, and
sometimes ineffective.Ó
New approaches are
needed, the audit recom-
mended.

 But the FAA disagreed
with the auditÕs conclu-
sions.

 ÒWe donÕt agree our

programme is flawed,Ó
said Diane Spitaliere,
an FAA spokeswoman.
ÒHazardous materials is an
issue the FAA takes seri-
ously and we have taken
many steps to strengthen
the programme.Ó

 The FAA investigated
more than 11,000 enforce-
ment cases between 1999
and 2003 and handed out
more than 35 million US
dollars in fines, the inspec-
tor generalÕs audit re-
ported.

 The critique also
found the government
does not keep thorough
records on authorized
shipments of hazardous
materials.

MNA/Reuters
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UNION OF  MYANMAR
MINISTRY OF RAIL TRANSPORTATION

MYANMA RAILWAYS
INVITATION TO SEALED TENDER

1. Sealed Tenders are invited by Myanma Railways, for Supply of the following
Material  which will be purchased in Myanmar Kyats:-
SrNo. Tender No Description  Qty Closing Date & Time

1 49/MaMa Hard Coke 100-Tons 13-12-04 (12:00)
2 55/MaMa Transformer 1-No 13-12-04 (12:00)

(315 KVA, 11/0.4 KV)
3 56/MaMa Air Conditioner 16-Set 13-12-04 (12:00)

(3HP Split Type)
4 57/MaMa Lubricants 1-Lot 13-12-04 (12:00)
5 12(T)28 Vacuum Brake Cylinder 100-Nos 29-12-04 (12:00)

(18" F-Type)
2. Tender documents are available at the office of the Deputy General Manager
(Supply), Myanma  Railways, Corner of 51st Street and Merchant Street, Botataung,
Yangon starting from (29.11.2004) during the  office hours.
3. For further drtails please call: 291982, 291994, 291985 (201555
Ext-602, 613, 605, 612)

Deputy General Manager
Supply Department, Myanma Railways,

Botataung, Yangon

 NEW DELHI , 27 NovÑ India successfully test-
fired Friday the Akash surface-to-air missile from
a range in Orissa State in east India, the Indo-Asian
News Service quoted a local defence source as said.
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 RussiaÕs Duma passes stricter
law on beer

MOSCOW, 27 Nov Ñ RussiaÕs Lower House of Parliament unanimously
passed a stricter law on beer sales and consumption on Friday that widened a
proposed list of places where the amber liquid may not be consumed.

 Buckingham Palace terms ÒTimeÕsÓ
Prince report ÒirresponsibleÓ

LONDON, 27 Nov Ñ Buckingham Palace on Friday termed ÒirresponsibleÓ
newspaper reports that a kidnap threat forced BritainÕs Prince Harry to cut
short a trip to a polo pony farm in Argentina.

 Auto industry sees
growth in Nepal

 KATHMANDU , 27 Nov Ñ  The automobile indus-
try in Nepal has seen a phenomenal growth
in the last decade, with registered vehicles
up from 131,839 in 1993-1994 to 432,264 in 2003-
2004.

 A spokesman for Harry, son of heir-
to-the-throne Prince Charles and the late
princess Diana, played down front page
reports in most British newspapers that
armed police foiled a plot to kidnap the
young prince.

 ÒI have seen the headlines. It is just
hugely irresponsible,Ó the royal spokes-
man said, declining to categorically deny
the stories.

 ÒWe never comment on security
matters,Ó he added.

 Harry, third in line to the throne,
arrived back in Britain early on Friday
and made no comment to waiting re-
porters.

 The Times  trailed the story on its
front page with the banner headline:
ÒKidnap threat forces Prince Harry
homeÓ.

 Citing the Argentine newspaper
Pagina 12,  the Times  said a murder
suspect in the local underworld tipped
off the Argentine Government about a
plot to kidnap the Prince.

 The Times  report said 15 armed of-
ficers were sent to patrol the ranch, in
Lobos in the Pampa region, 60 miles
southwest of the capital Buenos Aires.

 It said police fired shots into the air
on Wednesday night after detectives sus-
pected kidnappers were near the ranch.

 Local police told Reuters on Thurs-
day that shots were heard near the horse
ranch, but said this was nothing unusual.

 The mayor of Lobos, Gustavo
Sobrero, attributed the shots to hare hunt-
ers in comments to radio station Mitre on
Thursday.

 The British Embassy in Buenos Aires
would not comment.

 The 20-year-old Prince arrived at the
ranch less than a month after scuffling
with a photographer outside a central
London nightclub.

 Harry earned the reputation as a royal
Òwild childÓ after revelations that he
smoked marijuana and drank when un-
der age.

MNA/Reuters

The bill now has to be
approved by the Upper
House, which rejected it
earlier this month, and
signed into law by the
President.

The amended bill is
even stiffer than the origi-
nal, banning beer sales on
public transport and in
cultural and sports build-
ings in addition to a list of
places including hospitals
and schools and the land
around them.

In the last five years,
beer consumption has
doubled in Russia, espe-
cially among the younger
generation, making it the
fastest growing beer mar-
ket in the world after
China.

Both the brewers and
the government, which
strongly opposes the bill,

agree any street ban would
be hard to enforce because
there are about 600,000
outlets selling beer.

The bill would intro-
duce a ban on beer drink-
ing on the street and in
stadiums, parks, public
transport and other public
sites except restaurants
and places selling draught
beer.

Some 30 per cent of
beer sold in the country is
intended for immediate
consumption. SUN Inter-
brew, controlled by Bel-
giumÕs InBev, says 67 per
cent of its Russian sales
are made at small street
kiosks.

SUN Interbrew sells
only 6 per cent of its beer
in restaurants in Russia,
compared with nearly 30
per cent in Europe, be-

cause eating out is pro-
hibitively expensive for
most Russians.

The amended bill
would come into force 30
days after its publication
in the official gazette, in-
stead of on April 1, 2005.

Deputies plan to speed
up work on amendments
to current legislation that
would provide for a 100
rouble (3.50 US dollars)
fine for drinking and sell-
ing beer in public.

In August, the Duma
passed a law to strictly
limit beer advertising.

The bill was also op-
posed by the government,
and the Federation Coun-
cil is preparing an amend-
ment that would allow
breweries to advertise at
sports events.

 MNA/Reuters

Data provided on
Friday by the Nepali
Department of Tran-sport
Management said the
popularity of cars
has sky-rocketed in the
last couple of years,
attesting to the expan-
sion of a section of the
society that can absorb
the rising costs of vehi-
cles and taxes  on automo-
biles.

The average number
of vehicles registered dur-
ing the last five years
stands around 4,500 a
year.

Only 2,029 vehicles
were registered in the
fiscal 2002-2003, but
a whopping rise of
over 143.5 per cent took
place in 2003-2004 with
7,079 vehicles registered,
according to the data.

The growth in Busi-
ness-segment has led to a
fierce competition,  espe-
cially after the entry of car
makers like Hyundai and
Kia.

Although there is no
official figure, Suzuki-
Maruti is the acknowl-
edged market leader
in this segment with about

40 per cent of the market
share.

Industry experts say
Hyundai comes the sec-
ond  with about 35 per
cent.

The introduction of
Santro from Hyundai
in 1998 by Avco
International Pvt Ltd,
distributor of Hyundai mo-
tors in Nepal, brought a
big change in the
B-segment.

ÒAfter-sales rela-
tions with customers
through services and
customer-relations man-
agement has pushed us to
this height.

We sold more than
2,500 cars in six
years,Ó said Sunil
Shrestha, director at Avco
International.

ÒMore than 90 per
cent Hyundai cars  are
purchased under various
financial schemes.Ó

Good finance
schemes and exciting
offers in after sales serv-
ices as well as changing
lifestyle have led to
his boom in B-segment,
he said.

MNA/Xinhua

Sumatran Tiger female Assiqua (top), gives an
affectionate lick to Sendiri (below), one of her three

cubs at SydneyÕs Taronga Zoo.ÑINTERNET

 Serious abuse of intÕl aid uncovered
 BRUSSELS, 27 Nov Ñ The European UnionÕs anti-fraud watchdog, OLAF, has uncovered serious abuse

of international aid with major donors being overcharged for projects and money being siphoned off into
secret private bank accounts.

 The 25-nation bloc is
one of the worldÕs largest
aid donors and in its an-
nual report, published on
Friday, OLAF said the
EUÕs humanitarian and
development aid to third
countries was a victim of
Òcomplex and well-or-
ganizedÓ financial fraud.

 ÒSuch fraud takes an

advantage of the lack of
coordination in the moni-
toring and auditing activi-
ties between the various
international donors,Ó the
OLAF report said.

 ÒThe combination of
multiple sources of fi-
nancing and other factors
has increased the com-
plexity of accounting and

reporting requirements
and so made it easier to
divert funds for personal
or criminal benefit,Ó it
added.

 In one case investi-
gated by OLAF, an Ital-
ian non-profit organiza-
tion that was not identi-
fied received 11 million
euros (14.34 million US

dollars) from the Euro-
pean Union and almost
17 million from Italy to
finance 28 projects in the
third world.

 The probe showed the
organization had sent fake
or duplicate invoices and
only part of the money
had gone to projects.

MNA/Reuters

UNSGÕs son paid monthly
payments from Swiss firm
 UNITED NATIONS, 27 Nov Ñ The son of UN Secre-

tary-General Kofi Annan got monthly payments more
than four years longer than was previously known from
a Swiss firm that won a lucrative contract under the
scandal-ridden UN oil-for-food programme, the United
Nations said on Friday.

 Kojo Annan, the UN leaderÕs son, was paid 2,500
US dollars monthly Ñ a total of 125,000 US dollars Ñ
by Geneva-based Cotecna from the beginning of 2000
through last February, as part of an agreement not to
compete with Cotecna in West Africa after he left the
firm, UN chief spokesman Fred Eckhard said.

 There have been no specific charges of wrongdo-
ing on the part of the Secretary-General in the world
bodyÕs December 1998 award to Cotecna of a
multimillion-dollar contract to monitor Iraqi imports
under the oil-for-food programme.

 But the disclosure of the extra years of payments
renewed questions about conflicts of interest and left
Annan and his staff looking inept in their handling of
the matter.

 The programme, which let Iraq export oil and use
the proceeds to buy food and other goods despite a UN
ban on oil sales, was shut down after last yearÕs US-led
invasion of Iraq.

MNA/Reuters
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WiltordÕs return to lead Olympique Lyon 2-1 over AJ Auxerre
 PARIS, 28 NovÑ Sylvain Wiltord scored one goal and made another as he returned to lead

Olympique Lyon to a 2-1 victory over AJ Auxerre in a Ligue 1 game on Saturday.

Totti, Montella end RomaÕs run of defeats
 M ILAN , 28 NovÑ AS Roma ended a run of four defeats with a 4-0 win at

Siena in Serie A on Saturday with two goals each from Vincenzo Montella and
Francesco Totti.

Udinese beat Livorno 2-1
 MILAN , 28 NovÑ Udinese took a firm grip on third place in Serie

A by picking up their fourth successive away win with a 2-1 victory
at Livorno on Saturday.

 Udinese are five points clear of fourth-placed Messina ahead of
Sunday's games and within three points of AC Milan, who are
second. Leaders Juventus face Inter Milan at the San Siro on
Sunday.

 Luciano Spalletti's side opened the scoring in the 13th minute
with a beautifully worked move finished off in style by Vincenzo
Iaquinta, who fired home a powerful shot on the turn.

 Livorno almost equalized when their big striker Cristiano Lucarelli
had a firm header well saved by Morgan De Sanctis but nine minutes
after the break the visitors doubled their lead.

 Giampiero Pinzi headed down a Marek Jankulovski corner and
David Di Michele pounced to fire home amid protests from Livorno
players that he handled the ball.ÑMNA/Reuters

Barca hold on leadership of Primera Liga
 MADRID , 28 NovÑ Barcelona held off a spirited comeback by newcomers

Getafe to claim a nervous 2-1 win and cement their hold on the leadership of
the Primera Liga on Saturday.

Thomas Bjorn of Denmark hits a shot during the
third round of the US$1 million Volvo China Open

at Shanghai Silport Golf Club on 27
November, 2004.ÑI NTERNET

Manchester United's Alex Ferguson
celebrates his team's win over Olym-
pic Lyonnais and his 1,000th game as
the team's manager. United will play

second-from-bottom West Brom.
INTERNET

 Udinese took a firm
grip on third place by pick-
ing up their fourth succes-
sive away win with a 2-1
victory at Livorno to move
five points clear of fourth-
placed Messina ahead of
Sunday's games and
within three points of AC
Milan, who are second.

 Leaders Juventus face
Inter Milan at the San Siro
on Sunday.

 Roma's game at Siena
was held up for over 20
minutes in the first half
when smoke bombs
thrown by fans reduced
visibility so much that the
referee was forced to take
the players off.

 Roma's goals came in
the second half and all four
were created by troubled
striker Antonio Cassano,
who recently looked to be

on his way out of the club.
 The rebellious Cassano

showed his other side, as a
gifted creative talent,
when he crossed from the
left for Montella to head
home at the back post in
the 59th minute.

 Nine minutes later
Cassano produced a sub-
lime piece of skill when a
corner looked to be going
out of play but he man-
aged to flick the ball with
the outside of his heel into
the path of Montella who
converted from close
range.

 Montella, now Serie A's
top scorer with 11 goals,
missed a great chance to
complete a hat-trick when
he shot wide after break-
ing clear but Roma were
unstoppable and soon
made it 3-0.

 After a swift break,
Cassano slipped the
ball into the path of
Totti who converted a
straightforward chance.
Then in injury time the
pair combined again
with Totti coolly lifting
the ball over the advanc-
ing Siena keeper Marco
Fortin.

MNA/Reuters

Bayern Munich strengthen grip
at top of Bundesliga

 Olympique Marseille, whose coach and presi-
dent resigned in mid-week, left their worries
behind as they beat Nantes 3-1.

 Wiltord, who was back in the starting lineup
after a month out with an ankle injury, scored
after five minutes before setting up Juninho
Pernambucano for the second in the 29th.

 Lyon, the only unbeaten side in Ligue 1, now
have a six-point lead over second-placed Lille,
who host lowly Racing Strasbourg on Sunday.

 Wiltord, who has been in excellent form
since he joined from English champions Arse-
nal in the close season, scored from close range
early on from a cross by Sidney Govou.

 It was the French international's first Ligue 1
goal since he scored for Girondins Bordeaux in
May 2000, although he has found the net in the
Champions League this season.

 "I was looking forward to it," said Wiltord,
who had moved to Arsenal in the 2000-2001
season.

 "It's my first (Ligue 1) goal with Lyon and it
was an early goal. It helped us take it easy
enough. "I did not have any problems adapting
here. I was well looked after. We have a great
team and I hope we'll go all the way (in the title
race)," he said.

 Wiltord, who was a second-half substitute in
Tuesday's 2-1 Champions League defeat at
Manchester United, was also instrumental in
Lyon's second goal scored by Juninho.

 The forward crossed from the right wing for
the Brazilian international to volley home his
fourth goal of the season.

 Benoit Cheyrou scored a consolation goal in
the 66th minute as Auxerre dominated most of
the second half. It was the first goal conceded by
Lyon since August.

 "We keep on winning in style. It was a good
game overall and when our legs let us down, we
had enough heart left to hold the result," said
coach Paul Le Guen.ÑMNA/Reuters

 The Catalans went 2-0
up at the break thanks to a
fiercely struck free kick
from Mexican interna-
tional Rafael Marquez and
a superb strike from Por-
tugal midfielder Deco.

 But they had to endure a
nervous half hour after
Gica Craioveanu pulled a
goal back for Getafe early
in the second half before
the pressure was eased
when the Romanian was
sent off seven minutes from

time for a foul on Deco.
 The win puts Frank

Rijkaard's side 10 points
clear at the top of the ta-
ble, although second-
placed Real Madrid can
narrow the gap to seven
on Sunday if they beat vis-
iting Levante.

 Athletic Bilbao eased
concerns about their poor
start to the season when
they cruised to a classy 3-
0 win over Racing
Santander, a result that

pushed them up to 12th
place, four points clear of
the relegation zone.

 A delightful chip from
Santi Ezquerro and a neat
header from fellow
midfielder Carlos Gurpegi
made it 2-0 at the break,
while centre-forward
Ismael Urzaiz wrapped up
the win in the second half
with his eighth goal of the
season with a trademark
header. Barcelona were
quick to gain control of
possession against Getafe
but their well-drilled op-
ponents gave them little
time on the ball as they
hounded them down in
midfield and crowded
them out at the back.

 The visitors took the
lead from a set piece in the
20th minute, Marquez
scoring with a scorching
25-metre free kick after
Ronaldinho had diverted
attention with a decoy run
across the face of the area.

 Getafe were still dust-
ing themselves down
when Barca hit them again
with a superbly worked
goal after a lightning coun-
ter-attack.ÑMNA/Reuters

Answers for yesterdayÕs
crossword puzzle

 FRANKFURT, 28 NovÑ
Bayern Munich strength-
ened their grip at the top
of the Bundesliga with a
4-2 victory at home to FSV
Mainz on Saturday as fal-
tering Wolfsburg went
down 3-2 at home to
Hertha Berlin.

 Bayern's sixth win in
their last seven league
games gave them 32 points
from 15 games and took
them five clear of second-
placed Schalke 04, who
are not in action until Sun-
day, and Wolfsburg, who
drop to third.

 Claudio Pizarro con-
verted a Ze Roberto cross
to put Felix Magath's side
ahead after 14 minutes,
Mehmet Scholl doubled
the lead 10 minutes be-
fore the break and Roy
Makaay was ruled onside
to beat the keeper in first-
half injury-time.

 Bayern eased up after
the break and Christof
Babatz and Claudius We-
ber scored for the visitors
late on, either side of a
Michael Ballack header.

 Wolfsburg recovered
from 2-0 down against
Hertha Berlin to level with

goals from Pablo Thiam
and Thomas Brdaric but
Brazilian forward
Marcelinho completed a
hat-trick in the 75th minute
to consign the home side
to defeat.

 Schalke, with 27 points,

and VfB Stuttgart, in
fourth a further point be-
hind, can close the gap on
Bayern on Sunday when
Schalke host Arminia
Bielefeld and Stuttgart
visit Hanover 96.

MNA/Reuters
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Summary of observations recorded at 09:30 hours
MST: During the past 24 hours, light rain have been
scattered in Kachin and Rakhine State, Magway Division,
isolated in Chin State, Sagaing and Mandalay Divisions
and weather has been generally fair in the remaining states
and divisions. The noteworthy amounts of rainfall recorded
was Kyauktaw (0.55) inch. Night temperatures were (5¡C)
above normal in Chin State, (3¡C) to (4¡C) above normal
in Shan, Rakhine, Kayah and Mon States, Magway, Man-
dalay and Taninthayi Divisions, (3¡C) to (4¡C) below
normal in Kachin State and about normal in the remain-
ing states and divisions. The significant night tempera-
tures were Putao (8¡C), Nansam (9¡C) and Mindat (10¡C).

Maximum temperature on 27-11-2004 was 95¡F. Mini-
mum temperature on 28-11-2004 was 66¡F. Relative hu-
midity at 9:30 hrs MST on 28-11-2004 was 66%. Total
sunshine hours on 27-11-2004 was (6.9) hours approx.
Rainfall on 28-11-2004 was nil at Yangon Airport, Kaba-
Aye and central Yangon. Total rainfall  since 1-1-2004
was 112.28 inches at Yangon Airport, 106.77 inches at
Kaba-Aye and 109.68 inches at central Yangon. Maxi-
mum wind speed at Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was 8 mph from
Northeast at (11:35) hours MST on 27-11-2004.

Bay inference: According to the observation at (09:30)
hours MST today, yesterdayÕs low pressure area over
Andaman Sea and adjoining East Central Bay has become
unimportant. Weather is partly cloudy in Andaman Sea
and East Central Bay and generally fair elsewhere in the
Bay of Bengal.

Forecast valid until evening of 29-11-2004: Possi-
bility of isolated light rain in Shan, Chin and Rakhine
States, Magway, Mandalay, Yangon and Taninthayi Divi-
sions, weather will be generally fair in the remaining states
and divisions. Degree of certainty is (40%).

State of the sea: Sea will be moderate in Myanmar
waters.

Outlook for subsequent two days: Slight decrease
of night temperature in the eastern Myanmar areas.

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area for
29-11-2004: Partly cloudy to cloudy.

Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouring area  for
29-11-2004: Partly cloudy.

WEATHER
Sunday, 28 November, 2004

7:00 am
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 3. To be healthy exercise

7:30 am

 4. Morning news

7:40 am

 5. Nice and sweet song

7:55 am

 6. Song of national races

8:05 am

 7. Cute little dancers

8:15 am
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8:30 am

 9. International news

8:45 am

 10.Grammar made easy

4:00 pm

 1. Martial song

4:15 pm

 2. Song to uphold

National Spirit

4:30 pm

 3. Demonstration exer-

cises for correct pro-

nunciation

4:45 pm

 4. Musical programme

5:00 pm
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5:15 pm

 6. Dance variety

5:30 pm
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Monday, November 29

View on today:

Monday, November 29

Tune in today:

8.30 am Brief news

8.35 am Music:

-Tell it to your heart

8.40 am Perspectives

8.45 am Music:

-Rose in my heart

8.50 am National news

9.00  am Music

-All I ever need is

you

9.05 am International news

9.10  am Music

-These are your

days

1.30 pm News/Slogan

1.40 pm   Lungh time music

-I live my life for

you

-Only you

9.00 pm Spotlight on the

star Ò C 21Ó

-Be will you again

-Love will never lie

9.10 pm Aritcle

9.20 pm Radio magazine

9.35 pm Vocal gams

-Walk in glory

9.45 pm News/Slogan

10.00 pm PEL

5:40 pm

 8. Songs and dance of

national races

5:55 pm

 9. Musical programme

(The radio myanmar

modern music troupe)

6:05 pm

 10.Discovery

6:15 pm
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6:30 pm

 12.Evening news

7:00 pm

 13.Weather report

7:05 pm
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 15.Industrial achievment

7:30 pm

 16.Musical programme

8:00 pm

17. News

18. International news

19. Weather report
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21. The next dayÕs

programme

 Japan and the 10 member states of
ASEAN will finalize a joint declaration
for international anti-terrorism coopera-
tion at their annual summit meeting
scheduled next Tuesday in the Laotian
capital of Vientiane.

 In a draft declaration obtained Sat-
urday by Xinhua, the countries agree to
launch an annual working-level confer-
ence among  their police officials to
review the results of their
counterterrorism measures and to exam-
ine ways to eradicate the sources of
funding for terrorists.

 The document also points out that
the countries reject attempts  to link
terrorism with specific religions, ethnic
groups or nationalities, likely in consid-

eration of the diverse ethnicities,  reli-
gions and cultures represented in
ASEAN countries.

 The leaders are expected to agree
to reinforce police cooperation and to
call for the early conclusion of treaties
aimed  at preventing terrorism and for
efforts to stop terrorists from taking
advantage of charity organizations.

 They will also promote coopera-
tion with the Southeast Asian anti-
terrorism centre operated by the
Malaysian Government and seek  to
improve the abilities of staff at anti-
terrorism organizations through train-
ing and other means, according to the
draft.

MNA/Xinhua

 HANOI, 28  Nov Ñ
Flash floods triggered by
Typhoon Muifa have
killed at least 11 people in
central Vietnam, officials
said on Saturday.

 Rains started this
week in the central region,
wreaking havoc, but no
damage has been reported
to the harvest in the Cen-
tral Higlands coffee belt.

 ÒA red alert has been
issued as floodwater is ris-
ing in all rivers in the area,Ó
said a disaster manage-
ment official from the
coastal province of Quang
Ngai. He said at least four
people from the province
had been swept away in
flash floods.

 Officials from neigh-
bouring provinces includ-
ing Quang Nam, Thua
Thien Hue and Quang Tri
said seven people had been
killed.

 State weather fore-
casters said floodwater
levels in the Thach Han
River in Quang Tri Prov-
ince, around 372 miles
south of the capital Hanoi,
had peaked at a year-high
of 18.54 feet early on Sat-
urday morning.

Weather forecasters

reported only mild, occa-
sional rains in the Central
Higlands coffee belt.

 ÒThe sprinkle has not
affected the coffee har-
vest yet. There might be
some delay to the beans-
drying process,Ó said a
coffee trader in Daklak,
VietnamÕs key coffee
growing province.

The central region in-

corporating the Central
Highlands coffee belt is
not a key area for rice.

Vietnam is the wor-
ldÕs second biggest expor-
ter of the grain after Thai-
land, and the largest pro-
ducer of robusta coffee.

Low-lying areas in
Thua Thien Hue Province
were inundated.

MNA/Reuters

Typhoon ÒMuifaÓ kills 11 in central VietnamJapan, ASEAN to outline anti-terrorism
cooperation among police

 TOKYO , 28 NovÑ  Top leaders of Japan and the Association of South-East
Asian Nations (ASEAN) are set to adopt a statement next week in Laos
outlining anti-terrorism cooperation among their police forces, according to
Japanese Foreign Ministry.

China to establish 18-container distribution centres
  NANNING,  28 Nov Ñ

China will establish 18-
container  distribution cen-
tres to form a cargo trans-
port network composed of
16,000 kilometres of rail-
ways by 2020, an official
said here Saturday.

 Wang Zhaocheng,
Vice-Minister of Rail-
ways, said the project
would help the country

meet the surging demand
of freight transport in the
railway sector.

 According to Wang,
the 18 containers distribu-
tion centres will be built
in major coastal and
inland cities, which will
be linked by railroads
capable of handling dou-
ble-decker container
trains.

 Construction on the
first centre, based in
Kunming, capital of
Yunnan Province in south-
west China, began in July
this year.

It is  expected to go
into operation in two years
at a cost of 500 million
yuan (60 million US dol-
lars).

MNA/Xinhua
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Y ANGON, 28
NovÊÑ A ceremony to
hold Pujaniya for ash of
the remains of Chairman
of the State Sangha Maha
Nayaka Committee
Chancellor of the State
Pariyatti Sasana Univer-
sities Chief of Pakokku
Maha Withutarama
Nikaya Presiding Nayaka
of Myingyan Koehsaung
Monastery and Pitakat
Thonbon Nikaya Monas-
tery of Dagon Myothit
(South) Township
Abhidhaja Maha Rattha
Guru Abhidhaja Agga
Maha Saddhammajotika
Myingyan Sayadaw
Bhaddanta Sobhita
Mahathera was held at the
pandal of the pyre in the
sports grounds on Pale
Yadana Road in Dagon
Myothit (South) Town-
ship this morning.

Next, the ash of the
Sayadaw were scattered
into water at the conflu-
ence of Bago River and
Yangon River.

Present on the oc-

Ash of remains of Myingyan Sayadaw scattered into Yangon River
casion were Secretary
Sayadaw Abhidhaja Maha
Rattha Guru Abhidhaja
Agga Maha Saddhamma-
jotika Bhaddanta Kumara,
Presiding Nayaka of
Pitakat Thonbon Nikaya
Monastery Tipitakadhara
Tipitaka Kovida Bhad-
danta Silakkhandha-
bhivamsa and members of
the Sangha, Minister for
Religious Affairs Brig-
Gen Thura Myint Maung,
No 2 Military Region
Commander Brig-Gen
Myo Myint, local authori-
ties, departmental offi-
cials, religious and social
organization members,
relatives of the Sayadaw
and disciples.

The Magway Saya-
daw and members of the
Sangha paid homage to the
ash and conveyed the ash
kept in the golden and sil-
ver urns and the golden
bag onto the carriage.

They carried the
urns to Nanthida Jetty by
the carriage along Pale
Yadana Road, Pyidaungsu

Road and No 2 Highway
in Dagon Myothit (South)
Township, Laydauntkan
Road in Thingangyun
Township, East Race
Course in Tamway Town-
ship, Shwegondaing
Road, Arzani Beikman
Road, Kandawmingala
Road and Ahlon Road in
Bahan Township, Pyay
Road, Phonegyi Road and
the Strand Road.

At the jetty, the
urns and the bag were
conveyed by members of
the Sangha, Minister for
Religious Affairs Brig-
Gen Thura Myint
Maung, No 2 Military
Region Commander
Brig-Gen Myo Myint
and officials onto Bala
Yaza Double Deckker
Vessel of Inland Water
Transport.

Next, Bala Yaza
Vessel carrying members
of the Sangha, officials
and relatives of the
Sayadaw and Bala Kyaw
Khaung  Vessel carrying

(See page 9)

All 9,248 prisoners released
YANGON, 28 Nov Ñ The State Peace and Development Council had

already dissolved the National Intelligence Bureau on 22 October 2004.
It was observed that the NIB might have committed irregularities.

According to the review of the irregularities, prison terms of 9248 convicts in
total had been suspended Ñ 3,937 on 18 November 2004 and 5,311 on 25
November 2004. And it is learnt that all the 9,248 convicts have now been
released from the respective prisons. ÑÊMNA

YANGON, 28 Nov Ñ
Myanmar Wushu Federa-
tion hosted a dinner in
honour of athletes of 6th
Asian Wushu Champion-
ships 2004 at Sedona Ho-
tel on Kaba Aye Pagoda
Road on 27 November
evening.

Present at the din-
ner were Chairman of
Myanmar Olympic Com-
mittee Minister for Sports

YANGON, 28 Nov Ñ
A ceremony to offer
Kathina robes of
Chanayethazan Township
Union Solidarity and De-
velopment Association
was held at Maha
Aungmyay Dhamma
Beikman of Taungsalin
Monastery in Aungmyay-
thazan Township this
morning, attended by
Mandalay Division Peace
and Development Coun-
cil Chairman Mandalay
Division USDA Patron
Commander of Central
Command Maj-Gen Ye
Myint, USDA Secretariat
Member Minister for In-

Commander, Minister for Industry-1
attend Kathina robes offering ceremony,

inspect factories in Mandalay

Minister for Sports Brig-Gen Thura Aye Myint delivers an address at the dinner hosted to athletes and
officials of 6th Asian Wushu Championships 2004.ÑÊMNA

Dhatudaka Puja of ash of the remains of the Chairman of State Sangha Maha
Nayaka Committee Sayadaw in progress.ÑÊMNA

Minister for Industry-1 U Aung Thaung inspects installation of machines at
PyinOoLwin Pharmaceutical Factory.ÑÊINDUSTRY-1

Dinner hosted in honour of athletes of
Wushu CÕships 2004

Sayadaws and shared the
merits gained.

(See page 9)

Brig-Gen Thura Aye
Myint, Minister at the
Prime MinisterÕs Office
Brig-Gen Pyi Sone, MOC
Member Deputy Minister
for Hotels and Tourism
Brig-Gen Aye Myint Kyu,
Chinese Minister of Sports
President of Asian Wushu
Federation Mr Li Zhijian,
officials of the Ministry
of Sports, International
Wushu Federation and

AWF, the president, the
vice-presidents and execu-
tives of MWF and ath-
letes. Minister Brig-Gen
Thura Aye Myint and
Minister Mr Li Zhijian
delivered addresses.

Next, those present
were served with dinner.
Before and during the din-
ner, artists from the hotel
entertained variety of dances
to the audience.Ñ MNA

dustry-1 U Aung Thaung,
Mandalay City Develop-
ment Committee Chair-
man Mayor Brig-Gen Yan
Thein, Deputy Com-
mander Brig-Gen Nay
Win, Mandalay Division
USDA Secretary U Tin
Maung Oo and executives.

On the occasion, the
congregation received
Five Precepts from the
Taungsalin Monastery
Presiding Sayadaw Agga
Maha Pandita Bhaddanta
Tikkha.

Afterwards, the
commander, the minister
and guests offered Kathina
robes and provisions to


