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Senior General Than Swé cordially greets Sri Lankan Prime Mipister Mr Mahinda Rajapakse
Credentials Hall of Pyithu Hluttaw Building. NEa

Four political objectives

Stability of the State, community peace and
tranquillity, prevalence of law and order
National reconsolidation

Emergence of a new enduring State Consti
tution

Building of a new modern developed nation in
accord with the new State Constitution

Four economic objectives

Development of agriculture as the base and all
round development of other sectors of the
economy as well

Proper evolution of the market-oriented eco-
nomic system

Development of the economy inviting partici-
pation in terms of technical know-how and
investments from sources inside the country
and abroad
The initiative to shape the national economy|

national peoples

Four social objectives

Uplift of the morale and morality of the en-
tire nation

Uplift of national prestige and integrity and
preservation and safeguardingof cultural her-
itage and national character

Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit

Uplift of health, fitness and education stand-
ards of the entire nation

must be kept in the hands of the State and thef

Yancon, 11 Dec N Chairman of the State Peacef the State Peace and Development Council Viddyanmar Ambassador to Sri Lanka U Than Tun,

and Development Council of the Union of Myanmasenior General Maung Aye, Member of the StalErector-General Lt-Col Pe Nyein of the State Peace

Senior General Than Shwe received Prime MinistBeace and Development Council General Thura

ramel Development Council Office and Director-Gen-

of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka MMann, Prime Minister Lt-Gen Soe Win, Secretargral Thura U Aung Htet of the Protocol Department.

Mahinda Rajapakse amdembersat the Credentials 1 of the State Peace and Development Council Lt-

The visiting Prime Minister and party were

Hall of Pyithu Hluttaw Building at 10.30 am today.Gen Thein Sein, Minister for Foreign Affairs U Nyaaccompanied by Sri Lankan Ambassador Mr DMM

Also present at the call were Vice-ChairmakVin, Deputy Minister for Education U Myo NyuntRanaraja. NMNA

In Myanmar, Buddhism
prevails in its true form for
more than a thousand yearg

Yancon, 11 DecN The following is the ful
text of Joint Statement issued today at the
Buddhist Summit:

The Buddha Himself expounded in {
Aparihaniya Sutta that frequent meetings of Jthq
Sangha will contribute to the well-being of {
Sasana and the Sangha. The earliest Budf

Buddhist Councils were held mainly to prese
the Buddha®s Dhamma in its pristine purity.

the birthplace of Buddhism, and it was due to

last of these councils, i.e, the Third Buddhist Cq

cil, that Buddhism spread abroad. The Fourth Hud

dhist Council held in Sri Lanka may have beent!

first Buddhist conference outside India.
(See page 6)

World Buddhist Summit come to success only becaude

all participants discussed with patience, forbearance,
politeness, loving-kindness, compassion and optimis

Yancon, 11 DecNThe following is the Vote ofBuddhist Summit is a great success. More thanftwo

e Prime Minister Lt-Gen Soe Win delivers vote of

thanks at the concluding ceremony of World
Buddhist Summit.Nisa

and cooperation among the Buddhist coun

(2) To maintain Buddhist teachings and pracfi

among the Buddhist countries

(3) To promote Buddhist education based on
studies of Buddhist scriptures in nations
the world

(4) To help and to create a peaceful world
the Buddhists

(5) To propagate the original teachings of
Buddha in the world.

(See page 8)

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngan,.

iThanks delivered at the World Buddhist Summit thousand participantsNSangha delegates and] six
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PERSPECTIVES
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Pay respects to senior literat
and preserve literary and
cultural heritage

Sarsodaw Day is obeserved in the Myanm.
month of Nadaw, when Thazin flowers are i
bloom. As part of preserving traditional culture,
the day is being marked to this day.

Oppose those trying to jeopardize stabi

E I I 2

Oppose those relying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative vi

Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State
Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

WS
lity of the State and progress of the natio

The first waxing day of Nadaw has bee
designated and observed as Sarsodaw Day

and awards presented to men of letters.
A cash donation ceremony took place at th
meeting hall of the Ministry of Information on 9

be organized by the Myanmar Writers and Jour
nalists Association.

Minister for Information Brig-Gen Kyaw
Hsan himself attended the ceremony and accept
the donations. In his speech, the minister sa
Myanmar people had held festivals in each
twelve months since yore, and that oral examin
tions were held in Nadaw and prizes presented
monks and laypersons with literary excellence.

In a bid to preserve and promote the liter:
ary and cultural heritage, the governmen
presents Life-long National Literary Award, Na-
tional Literary Award, Sarpay Beikman Manu-
script Award, National Motto and Literary and
Photo Awards.

The point of the exercise is to preserve n
tional culture and character. In a sense, it is t
implement one of the four social objectives lai
down by the State: uplift of national prestige ang
integrity and preservation and safeguarding o
cultural heritage and national character.

To raise the level of Myanma literature, the
MWJA also organizes literary talk shows, boo
fairs, and ceremonies to pay respects to sen
literati in various states and divisions.

December to hail the Sarsodaw Day 1366 ME |d

si
the post-independence era. Accordingly, ceren;yln-
nies are held to pay respects to celebrated literaji

(0]

Mass sports activities launched in Yangon Division

Yancon, 11 Dec N | man of Yangon City De
The walking race as partvelopment Committeg
of mass sports activitiesMayor Brig-Gen Aung
in the second week ¢fThein Lin, Director-Gen-
December were held atral U Thaung Htaik o
Aung San Stadium thisthe Sports and Physic

orning. Education Departmen

Chairman ofl authorities and depar
Yangon Division Peacemental officials partici
and Development Coun-pated in the walking race
cil Commander o They started the rag
Yangon Command Maj- at the entrance in front g
Gen Myint Swe, Minis{ the grand stand and fin
ter for Sports Brig-Genished it at Aung San St
Thura Aye Myint, Chair{ dium through the easte

gate along Gyobyu road,Panel of Leading Patrons
> Kaba Aye Pagoda roadof Myanmar WomenOs
U Htaung Bo roundat Sports Federation and
bout, the circular road gfofficials presented
Kandawgyi gardens andawards to the winners.
aupper Pansodan road. Over 50,000 people
,Next, athletes ofincluding health staff,
-Myanmar Sports Federastudents, members
tions demonstrated theirof MWAF, MWCA,
2.sports skills. USDA, Red Cross
e The womenOs andind Auxilliary Fire Bri-
fmenOs tug-of-war congade took part in
tests continued and Min-todayOs mass walking
-ister Brig-Gen Thura Aye races.

nMyint, Member of the

MNA

QO 1 = 0O =

1=
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this year. Wellwishers are donating cash and kin
to them. The making of donation in such a way
really a blessing because paying respects to
persons is meritorious. The literati of eighty som
thing are those who have served dutifully the i

literary might.

Itis incumbent upon the youngsters to pre]
serve the fine tradition of literature by paying
respects to the learned of senior age. Wellwishq

ing ceremony for the literati to commemorate th¢
Sarsodaw Day 1366 ME.

This being the case, such kind of ceremo
should be held annually in Nadaw as part of main
taining the literary and cultural heritage the du-

tiful celebrated literati have handed down.

. J

Respects will be paid to 110 aged literafi

have donated K 3.32 million to the respect-pay-

terests of race, religion and the Sasana with the}y ing, attended by Minister estry, Ministry of Agricul-
ture and Irrigation, Minist
d vation.

r A ceremony to mark In

eAgriculture Organizatior)

Ceremony to mark International Mountain Day held

Minister for Forestry Brig-Gen Thein Aung addresses ceremony to mark
International Mountain Day. &

Yancon, 11 DecN | occasion
ternational Mountain Da
co-organized by the Min
istry of Forestry and th
United Nations Food an

-Mountain Developmen

sentative of UNFAO M
| Tang Zhengping, official
from the Ministry of For-

was held at Tawwin Hal
of the ministry this morn

for Forestry Brig-Ger
Thein Aung.
Also presentonth

try for Border Areas an
eNational Races and D

5 sources Environment D

o-

were velopment Affairs, Min- estry Brig-Gen Thein Aung
t Ambassdors from Interna-istry of Information, Min-| delivered an opening
tional Centre for Integratedistry of Health and Minist speech at the ceremony.
t try of Education, National Afterwards, Resident Rep-
e(ICMOD) member nar
dtions, Resident Repre

Commission for Environ; resentative of UNFAO Mr
-ment  Conservation, Tang Zhengping clarified
Myanmar Forestry Re-matters related to Interna-
-tional Day. Next, the min-
velopmentand Conservaister and those present
tion Association and As-viewed around documen-
sociation of birds presef-tary photos oéctivities on
hillregions displayed atthe

Minister for For-| hall. N MNA

bl

}
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Early Childhood Trainin

Yancon, 11 Dec N | dation was held at Pre-Primade a speech at

A concluding ceremony mary School No 1 i

of Early Childhood Train; Bahan Township thi

ing of Trainers organizedmorning.

by the Department of So- ProfessorDr Khoo

cial Welfare and Singa-Khin Choo of Singapor

pore International Foun-International Foundatio
¥ P [

g of Trainers concludes

g¢eaching works with the
ceremony. children.

Afterwards, Direc-| Altogether 31 train-
tor-General U Sit Myaing ees from the Social Wel-
of Department of Sociglfare Department, Educa-
Welfare and Dr Khog tion Planning and Train-
Kim Choo of Singapore ing Department, No 3 Ba-
International Foundation sic Education Department,
presented the completionSave the Children (UK),
certificates of the training Save the Children (US),
to the trainees. On behalfChildhood Foundation,
of the trainees, Daw L Myanmar Maternal and
Nang Doi expressed grati-Child Welfare Associa-
tude. After the ceremony,tion, Kachin Baptist
the director-general, theConvention (KBC)
trainees and guestsand YMCA attended the
viewed the practical six-week coursél MNA

Director-General U Sit Myaing of SWD and offi-

cials view practical training for pre-primary schod||| *
*

students.NEwp

All this needs to be known

Do not be frightened whenever
intimidated

Do not be bolstered whenever flattered
Do not be softened whenever appeased

*




Vietham orders 10 more Airbus

airc

Hanoi, 10 DecN Vietnam Airlines, the national flag carrier, has just signed

a contract for an additional 10Airbus
kind of aircraft to 15, local media rep
OThe latest order for t#821 will
enable us to meet the needs of a rap
growing Vietnamese market,O Vietn
Airlines president Nguyen Xuan Hie
was quoted by local newspap@uthas
saying at the contract signing cerema
on Wednesday, adding that the carl
placed its initial order with Airbus fo
five A321aircraft in October 2002.

The total cost of the 10 nedB21sis
not revealed, but estimated at some
million US dollars. The first is to arriv
in Vietnam in 2006.

In addition to developing existin|
routes to Asia, Vietham Airlines pla
to conduct flights to England and the F
East of Russia, the report said, addin
will also open routes to the weste
region of North America with a weekl
frequency of 3-4 flights per destinati
in late 2005 or early 2006.

e

ylion passengers and 74,000 tons of

raft

A321sraising the total orders for such
orted Thursday.

By 2005, Vietnam Airlines will posf
idlgss and lease 40 planes, and by 2p1

atie airline plans to increase its fleet to
raircraft, hoping to serve 10 million pa

sengers and 190,000 tons of cargoe]
rthe year, the report said.
ier From 2006 to 2010, it plans to recd
rannual growth of 11 per cent in pass!
ger transport and of 12.5 per cent

direct international routes and three
gdirect ones, targets to carry roughly fi
snillion passengers, including 2.4 m
dion foreigners, and 85,000 tons of ¢

gdbes, and gain revenues of 713.4 mill off

rlUS dollars this year. It served four m

goes last year.
MNA/Xinhua

Vietnam Airlines President and CE

Scherer, senior vice president business transactions and control and dg

head of commercial for Airbus, sign
agreement of ten A321 aircraft betw:
on 8 December,

cargo transport, and make the five-yr.é?
628venue of 6.3 billion US dollars.
Vietnam Airlines, which operates 20°
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Malaysian tourist arrivals up
61% in 10 months

750'KUALA Lumpur, 10 DecN MalaysiaOs foreign tourist arrivals in the first
;10 months of this year reached 13.07 million, up 61.1 per cent over the
LGArresponding period last year, Tourism Minister Leo Michael Toyad said
Thursday.

rd A total of 1.35 their heightened interest The tourism sector is
L illion foreign tourists in the country,O he saida significant contributor
jMisited Malaysia in Oc Most of the foreign tothe countryOs economy
| tober this year, an in-tourists in October wergin terms of foreign ex-

j=

crease of 36.7 per cepfrom Singapore(807,| change earnings.

ver the 994,858 in 0g-557), followed by Thai In 2003, the sect
fJober last year, while i land (139,541), Indone-or generated 5.6 billion
January this year, the fi -sia (66,011), ChinaUSdollarsfrom 10.6 mil-
|ure was 1.4 million, the (42,211), Japan (30,614)Jion tourists while in

L highest in the last thr eBrunei (29,466), Aus: 2004, with an estimated
ars, the minister saidtralia (19,888), United 15 million tourist arriv-

(In a statement releas &Kingdom (16,753), India als, the revenue is ex-
a{}grg. (15,966) and Taiwan pected to reach 7.89 bil-

OThe rise in foreign(13,328), according tolion US dollars.
tourist arrivals showsthe minister. MNA/Xinhua

O Nguyen Xuan Hein (L) and Christi

at the signing ceremony for the purc
een Vietnam Airlines and Airbus in H
200%! NTERNET

Two US
soldiers killed
as helicopters

1,286

members of US mily
killed since

paad investments between the two colit®

collide in Iraqg

BagHDAD, 10 DecN
Two US soldiers wer
killed and four wounde
when two helicopters co

lided at a military airfield

in northern Iraq, the U
army said.

A Black Hawk helicop-

ter was on the ground

Mosul airfield when ar
Apache crashedintoit, g

army spokesman said.

The cause of the acq

dent was under investig
tion, he said, adding th
the wounded soldiers hg
all been returned to dut
He gave no further detail
Earlier Friday, the US
marines said one of its mq
had been killed Thursda
during an operation in Al

Anbar province.
Internet

beginning of Iraq war
WasHinGToN, 10 DecN As of Friday, 10 Dec,
2004, at least 1,286 members of the US milital
L have died since the beginning of the Iraq war i
March 2003, according to anAssociated Pres
_count.

5

India, France to push
economic ties

New DeLri, 10 DecN France views India as a strategic country for trade
and has adopted an action plan to expand its commercial and economic ties
with the billion-strong nation, the Indo-Asian News Servicguoted French
Trade Minister Francois Loos as saying Thursday.

Addressing the 13th Indo-Frenclin France.

Joint Committee meeting here with Kamal Nath informed the French side
his Indian counterpart Kamal Nath, Lopaboutthe liberal foreign investment policy
said there was a need for closer interiagfthe Indian Government, but pointed out
tion between the two countries to tap tH#at while France was IndiaOs 9th largest
vast potential in economic ties. investor in terms of approvals, the actual

OThe Indian market is largely uninflows were just a third of the amounts
known in France and opportunities limpproved.\MNA/Xinhua
India are barely known in France,O fhe
visiting minister said.

Japanese royal couple to

an The two sides later signed a jo nvisit Ireland, Nprway i~n May
pstytement that called for diversifyingahd  Tokvo, 11 DecN JapanOs Emperor

as@anding the pattern of bilateral trgd8kihito and Empress Michiko will travel
Ireland and Norway in May to
tries, among a host of other issueq sfrengthen existing friendly relations be-
mutual interest. tween Japan and the two European coun-
Kamal Nath and Loos also had Ofrarkes.
and fruitful discussionsO during which The trip will coincide with the centen-
they not only broached on issues|dfial of the establishment of diplomatic
mutual interest, but also raised some oflations between Japan and Ireland and
their respective concerns, officials sgidNorway, Prime Minister Junichiro
The two sides also agreed to enhank®@izumi said in a statement.

lycooperation in the area of geographical The weeklong official visit will be the

indication for agricultural products afdoyal coupleOs first to both countries
discussed the issue of protecting Indjesince 1985 when they were crown prince
Darjeeling tea and its logo from misusand crown princess. NMNA/AP

At least 1,007 died asHungary and Latvia on
ba result of hostile action,death each.

the Defence Department Since 1 May, 2003
said. when President Bus
at  The figures include declared that major conj
three military civilians. | bat operations in Ira
n  EThe\P countis fourl had ended, 1,148 U
higher than the Defengemilitary members hav

h-updated at 10 am ESTcount. That includes

q

Slovakia, three; Estoni Two soldiers died
Thailand and the Nethef-Thursday in a helicoptd
lands, two each; andaccident in Mosul.

Denmark, El Salvado Internet

=

—_—

o=

i-DepartmentOs tally, lastiied, according to AP{:

tFriday. least 898 deaths resultifc “'wﬁ = .
d The British military| from hostile action, act L),

has reported 74 deathsgording to the militaryQs {}.;-.l

sltaly, 19; Poland, 13; numbers. 5'-11

Spain, 11; Ukraine| The latest deaths r¢- z

mine; Bulgaria, sever;ported by the military: | Fa s _|| -

0

US soldiers inspect the site of a car bomb attack in the northern Iraqi city of

Mosul, on 9 Dec , 2004.NTERNET
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World Buddhist Summit E

(from page 16)

Sayadaws from States and Divisions, presidi
Nayaka Sayadaws of Pariyatti monasterie
Theravada Buddhist missionary Ovada-sari
Sayadaws, the Rectors of International Therave
Buddhist Missionary University and State Pariyat
Sasana Universities (Yangon and Mandalay),
Chancellor and the Rector of Sitagu Internatio
Buddhist Academy, members of the Sangha fr
State Pariyatti Sasana Universities (Yangon a
Mandalay), International Theravada Buddhist Mit
sionary University, Sitagu International Buddhig
Academy and Maha Santi Sukha Missionary Mo
astery, Mahayana monks in Myanmar, nahbome
and abroad, Sangharaja Sayadaws from the Lao F
pleds Democratic Republic, Cambodia and
Lanka, members of the Sangha from the Peopl
Republic of China, India, Sri Lanka, Banglades

Australia, Germany, Canada, the US, the UK, Cze ,..-"" i
Republic, Romania, Mexico, the Netherlands, Sw - . ."h‘ﬂ ""ﬂ
zerland, Thailand, Japan, Cambodia, Nepal, Indo- Prime Minister Lt-Gen Soe Win and party pay homage to Sayadaws on their arrival at Maha Pasana
nesia, Sweden, Jamaica, Singapore and the Repub- CaveN mna

lic of Korea.

The ceremony waalsoattended by Daw ThanMyanmar, the vice-mayor, diplomats from foreig@anada, Cambodia, Czech, Laos, Britain, France,
Than Nwe, wife of Prime Minister of the Union pfissions, members of the Leading Committee, |t@rmany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Jamaica, Japan,
Myanmar Lt-Gen Soe Win, Sri Lankan Prime Minwork Committee and sub-committee for OrganiRepublic of Korea, Malaysia, Mexico, Mongolia,
ister Mr Mahinda Rajapakse and wifdadame| ing the Summit, departmental heads, membersNépal, the Netherlands, China, Singapore, Roma-
Shiranthi Rajapakse&Cambodian Deputy Prime Min-Yangon Division Peace and Development Counailia, Russia, Vietham, Sri Lanka, Sweden, Switzer-
ister Mr Lu Lay Sreng, Chairman of Yangon DiyiYangon City Development Committee, religious|tiand, Thailand, the US, Iran, Israel and Venezuela,
sion Peace and Development Council Commandler recipient persons, Mahayana lay pessgour- | delegates and observers.
of Yangon Command Maj-Gen Myint Swe and wifealists, members of the pagoda boards of trustees Before the concluding ceremony, officials of
ministers and their wives, the Chairman of Civih Yangon, instructors of SPSU (Yangon) delegatése Religious Affairs Department ushered 18 mem-

e bers of the Sangha from Australia, Bangladesh,
Laos, Cambodia, Thailand, Sri Lanka, Japan, Re-
public of Korea, Romania, India, Britain, the US,
Germany and Czech Republic led by Vice-Chair-
man of the State Sangha Maha Nayaka Committee
Aungmyebonsan Monastery Sayadaw Abhidhaja
Maha Rattha Guru Abhidhaj Agga Maha
Saddhammajotika Bhaddanta Pa—indabhivamsa,
Secretary Vice-Chancellor of the State Pariyatti
Sasana Universities Magway Sayadaw Abhidhaja
Maha Rattha Guru Abhidhaja Agga Maha
Saddhammajotika Bhaddanta Kumara, Joint Secre-
tary Sayadaw Chairman of the State Pariyatti Sasana
Universities Administration Board Nyaungdon
Sayadaw Abhidhaja Maha Rattha Guru Bhaddanta
Osadhabhivamsa, Rector of International Theravada
Buddhist Missionary University Agga Maha Pandita
Agga Maha Saddhamma Jotikadhaja Dr Ashin
Silanandabhivamsa into the Maha Pasana Cave
along Mingala Natlan passage through the southern
entrance. At that time, the congregation paid
homage to them and the State Orchestra played
music.

At 1 pm, Staff Officer U Wint Aung of
Myanma Radio and Television of the Ministry of
Service Selection and Training Board, NepaleskYangon East and West Districts, members of| tiformation and Assistant Director U Ye Htut of
Minister for Culture, Tourism and Civil AviationUnion Solidarity and Development Associatiomnternational Organizations and Economic Depart-
Mr Deep Kumar Updhayaya, Cambodian MinisteMyanmar WomenOs Affairs Federation, Myanhmaent of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs acted as
for Religious Affairs Mr Khun Haing, Sri LankanMaternal and Child Welfare Association, world semasters of ceremonies.  Members of the Sangha
Minister for Southern Provincial Council Mr Hemjalor Buddhist researchers and scholars from Austraéiad those present recitthmo Tassathree times.
Gunasekera and members, deputy ministers Aafstria, Bangladesh, Belgium, Bhutan, Brazil, (See page 5)

Sayadaws arrive at Maha Pasana Cave to attend third- day session of the World Buddhist
SummitN mna

Prime Mmlster Lt Gen Soe Win, Sri Lankan Prime Minister Mr Mahinda Rajapakse and congregatlon recite ,iram Titthatu Lokasamim Gatha at the concluding
ceremony of World Buddhist Sumi¥itvna
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Vietnamese members of the Sangha recite Eight Viciifesa Members of the Sangha of Sri Lanka recite Paritta at World Buddhist
3 oz SummitNEvna
World BUdthSt Summit E mit. Next, 25 members of the Sangah from the Defmdyanmar, the Republic of India, the Democratic
(from page 4) cratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka recitdtktta | Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, Mexico, Czech

Members of the Sangha of the Union pSuttaand those present sahdhu Ven Sayadaw Republic, Australia, Thailand, the US, Romania, the
Myanmar and from abroad on the dais reciteBangasena of Kashmir State, India, supplicated Republic of Korea, Mongolia, Japan, Singapore, Lao
Three Verses of Saranagunagatha. Buddhism in Ladakh with the use of audio-visufleople©s Democratic Republic, Indonesia, Nepal and

Ma Ei Ei Chun of MRTV sang the classicalaids. Cambodia led by Vice-Chairman of the State Sangha
song titled OHtoo Machana® the accompani- Prime Minister of the Democratic Socialist RéMaha Nayaka Committee Aungmyebonsan Kyaung

public of Sri Lanka Mr Mahinda Rajapakse extend&@hyadaw Abhidhaja Maha Ratthaguru Abhdhaja
greetings.(reported separately.) Agga Maha Saddhammajotika Bhaddanta
Rector of International Theravada Buddhist Mi&an—indabhivamsa approved the joint statement.
sionary University Agga Maha Pandita Agga Maha Next, Prime Minister Lt-Gen Soe Win suppli-
Saddhammajotikadhaja Dr Ashin Silanandabhiva ed on the Vote of Thanks.(reported separately.)
read out the joint statemerfteported separately.) Minister for Religious Affairs Brig-Gen Thura
Twenty one Sayadaws from the Union dflyint Maung supplicated on historical poem in com-
memoration of the World Buddhist Sumnfieported
separately.)

Ven Uttama of Czech Republic thanked the Un-
ion of Myanmar for hosting the World Buddhist Sum-
mit. Seventeen members of the Sangha from Viet-
nam recited the eight victories. Next, Rector of
ITBMU Sayadaw Dr Silanandabhivamsa delivered
an Ovadacath&eported separately.)

Ven Uttama of Czech Republic thanks the host Members of the Sangha led by Sayadaw Dr Ashin
Myanmar for holding World Buddhist Summit.E ,yanissara recited religious verses. The summit suc-
MNA cessfully came to a close at 3.35 pm.
ment of nine harpists of Fine Arts Department. Af- Next, Prime Mml_ster Lt-Geq Soe W.m’ wife DEFW
terwards, 108 bells around the cave sounded for Than Than Nwe, Sri Lankan Prime Minister and wife,
nine times simultaneously. The significant bell jon the cor_n_mande_r and the ministers and their wives
the leftside of southern Mingala Passage to the tave Sayadaw Dr Ashin Nyanissara recites ,iram | and officials paid respects to members of the Sangha

wasalsosounded to mark the World Buddhist Sum- Titthatu Lokasamin GathBlEvna from various Ganas and countriesiNA

The third day session of the World Buddhist Summit in progress at Maha Pasana Cave on Kaba Aye Hill in Mayangon Township, Mangon. N

{ A

ORGANIZED BY

MYANMAR YACHTING FEDERATION
and the

Optimist Dinghy Association of Myanmar
132, Inya Road, Kamaryut T.S, Yangon, Myanmar
Tel: +951 527 277/535 298 Fax: +951 502 023
e.mail:myint@myintassociates.com.mm www.myf.org.mm
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(from page 1)
The Fifth Buddhist Council was held in 18f1
in Mandalay, Myanmar. The Sixth Buddhist Courjcil
held here in this cave in 1956 was fingt Buddhist
conference in which Buddhist leaders from aé
Theravada countries took a vital role in editing §nd
restoring the Tipitaka to its original version. Venkr-
able monks from countries of Mahayana tradifon
such as China and Japan also participated i} the
great conclave. A World Buddhst Summit was Held
at Lumbini, Nepal, in 1998. In 2000 and 2002, the
Second and Third World Buddhist Propagatjon
Conferences were held in Thailand and Cambgpdia
respectively.
In the Union of Myanmar, where Buddhigm
has prevailed in its true from for more thar] a
thousand years, this World Buddhist Summit Wyas
held at the great historic place of the Mahapagana
Cave in Yangon from 9 to 11 December 20D4.
Prominent Buddhist Mahatheras and Heads of $tate
attended the important Summit.
The objectives of this World Buddhist Sufn-
mit are: to promote friendship, mutual understgnd-
ing and cooperation among Theravada fnd
Mahayana Buddhists from different parts of fhe
world: to maintain Buddhist teachings and practjce;
to promote Buddhist education based on the stydies
of Buddhist scriptures, to help bring about a pegce-
fulworld, and to propagate the original teachingf of
the Buddha in the world.
To this end, we the participants in this His-
toric World Buddhist Summit hereby solemnly agfee
upon the following Objectives:
*  We are determined to preserve the Buddha
Dhamma in its pristine purity
*  We will endeavour to promote and propagate
the Teachings of the Buddha
*  We will strive for the protection, preservatipn
and restoration of historic Buddhist morju-
ments
*  We will contribute to bring about peace gnd
prosperity in the world by spreading the Byd-
dhaOs sublime message of loving-kindrjess,
compassion and equanimity
*  We will endeavour to promote Buddhist un

cation employing modern methods and t
nology

world for the sake of individual as well
world peace
*  We believe that more Buddhist centres shquld
be established around the world to dissgmi-
nate the original Teachings of the Budgha
more effectively.
The Gerat Mahapasana Cave, Kaba Ay
Yangon, Union of Myanmar
Dated: 2548 of the Buddhist Era, 11 December 20

\

The above photos show Most Venerable Sayadaws from various countries signing their signatures in the Joint Statement of World Buddtigsi:Summit.N
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Participants to the Summit

agree the following
objectives

*  We are determined to preserve the Buddha
Dhamma in its pristine purity

*  We will endeavour to promote and propagate
the Teachings of the Buddha

*  We will strive for the protection, preservation
and restoration of historic Buddhist monu-
ments

*  We will contribute to bring about peace and
prosperity in the world by spreading the Bud-
dhaOs sublime message of loving-kindness,
compassion and equanimity

*  We will endeavour to promote Buddhist unity
and strive for friendship and mutual under-
standing among Buddhists all over the world

* We will endeavour to promote Buddhist
education employing modern methods and
technology

*  We will endeavour to hold the Buddhist Con-
ferences frequently to exchange ideas and
promote understanding

*  We will endeavour to share the knowledge of
Buddhist meditation with the people of the
world for the sake of individual as well as
world peace

*  We believe that more Buddhist centres should
be established around the world to dissemi-
nate the original Teachings of the Buddha
more effectively.

The photos (L and R) show Most Venerable
Sayadaws from various countries signing their
signatures on the Joint Statement of the World

Buddhist Summit.Eina

Sri Lankan Prime Minister Mr Mahinda Rajapakse Regarding the relations between the two couhand to address the glaring problemg

extends greetings at the concluding ceremony of
World Buddhist Summfi mna

Yancon, 11 Dec NThe following is the full tex
of the address delivered by Sri Lankan Prime Minis

Mr Mahinda Rajapakse at the World Buddhist Sumniiue in their own country. to propagate the Dhamma.

today:
Most Ven Maha Sangha

To quote from the Maha Mangala Sutra, and to further consolidate the cultural bonds that had
OKalena Dhamma Savanam prevailed between the two countries over the centu-
Etam Mangala MuttamamO ries.

Lord Buddha has preached the benefits and the  Further, | am pleased to observe the manner in
importance of listening to Dhamma discourses at tiveich the Summit has brought unity among Theravada
suitable time. Thus, | consider the Summit as a weluddhist countries paving the way for mutual coop-
timed event, to reflect on Lord BuddhaOs messagerafion among the Theravada countries.
love and compassion as the fundamental maxims for  Let this Summit be a reminder to the world that
the creation of a peaceful mind among human bejrigisddhism is not only a religion but a whole civiliza-
thus creating a peaceful world. tion with a rich cultural heritage, and a code of ethics

| firmly believe that such a Forum will behaving the ability to mould human beings to face the
helpful to alert the sensible Buddhist to organi - -
themselves to avert erosion of Buddhism and to T I firmly believe that such a
dress the glaring problems facing the contempordrf-orum will be helpful to alert the

Buddhist. It will also help to re-invigorate the Mah sensible Buddhist to organize them

Sangha so that there will prevail a progressive angl a | t t . f Buddhi
learned leadership, to propagate the Dhamma. selves 1o avert erosion or bu Ism

s, Myanmar and Sri Lanka are steeped in histg rfacing the contemporary Buddhist. It
based on Theravada Buddhism. Our relations d il also help to re-invigorate the Maha

back to the 4th century, when the Myanmar monks h a% . .
frequently visited the Maha Vihara of AnuradhapufeS@ngha so that there will prevail g

@Y Sri Lanka to learn orthodox traditions and to copprogressive and a learned leadershig

In the 11th century, during the regime of Kin -
Anawrahta of Myanmar, the sacred scripture OTripitakg@nting tasks of the modern day.

Excellency the Prime Minister of the Union dfvas sent to Myanmar by King Vijayababu of $ri Let this Summit be remembered as a forum,

Myanmar

Hon Deputy Prime Minister of Cambodia

Your Excellencies

Distinguished Guests

Ladies & Gentlemen

It is my distinct honour to be here to attend
World Buddhist Summit today. May | thank the Gg
ernment of the Union of Myanmar for organizing t

Lanka. It may be recalled with gratitude, that owing #hich projected Buddhism as a dynamic force, which
the untiring efforts and the perseverance of the Bhikkiyas influenced the receptive mind for the last two
of Sri Lanka, that is was made possible to produce theusand five hundred years, and projecting its rel-
written Tripitaka, which was earlier preserved oni§vance in the present dayOs context.

through oral tradition. Since this time, there has been ~ Aswe are getting ready to conclude the Summit,
h® turning back, and the two countries were intefirmly believe that all of us will be bound by the strong

Mwined with the golden thread of Theravada Budthics of Buddhism.
ighism. May | wish the World Buddhist Summit every

most auspicious and timely event and | wish to thank  Therefore, it is our fervent hope and the wish &ticcess. May the Noble Triple Gem Bless you!

you for inviting me for the Summit.

the Government and the people of Sri Lankato cherish MNA
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Senior General Than Shwe receives Sri Lankan Prime Minister Mr Mahinda Rajapakse antNeaviyon page 1)Nana

World BUdthSt Summlt E friendship among Buddhists and will promote un

) (from page 1) ~and mutual understanding. This in turn will lead

In this Summit, Buddhist leaders delivered closer cooperation among the Buddhists in
speeches and presented papers. The participants gige.
took part in the four group discussions to discuss O It is my sincere hope that all the Mahathe
Buddhism and Its Relevance to the Present Wofldfdg Buddhist leaders, with loving-kindness, patie
OBuddhist EducationO, OPromotion and Propagagie forbearance, will strive for the prevalence
of BuddhismO, and OBuddhist Meditation and oﬁgace and stability and the four modes of subl
PeaceO. living and loving-kindness, patience and forbearal

In other words, the participants discussed|tfy¢ their respective countries and all over the wo
ways and means for the perpetuation, promotion  The sublime message of the Buddha can
and propagation of the Buddha Sasana in its pristi@ burning hearts of mankind and put an end
purity, and adopted a joint statement. extremism, intimidation and armed conflicts.

In the Joint Statement the participants have  The World Buddhist Summit will come to
agreed to preserve, promote and propagate Hlgrious end very soon. It is highly delightful al
Teachings of the Buddha; to protect and preserygmething to be proud of the Government and
historic Buddhist monuments; to promote Budd i%leople of the Union of Myanmar because of
education; to promote Buddhist unity; and to strfivct that Myanmar is the sole sponsor of this Sum
to propagate the Teachings of the Buddhg fowould also like to say that the success of
contribute to bring about peace and prosperity &ummit is due to the support, cooperation, patie
the world. _ and forbearance of all of you.

The Summit has come to a success dnly My special thanks go to the heads of sta
because all the participants discussed with patienggisters and ambassadorsiN especially H.E.
and forbearance, politeness, loving-kindnesgounnhang Vorachit, Prime Minister of the Lz
compassion and optimism in accordance with trpféomeos Democratic Republic, H.E. Dr. Thal
Teachings of Lord Buddha. ) ) Shinwatra, Prime Minister of the Kingdom

I strongly believe that this gathering ofrhajland, and H.E. Mr. Lu Lay Sreng, Deputy Prir

Buddhists from various countries will fosteMinister of the Kingdom of Cambodia, and H.§.

\

st
IS

tylahinda Rajapakse, Prime Minister of the Socia
Republic of Sri Lanka who arrived in time to th
tBemmit.

Buddhist leaders and statesmen who co
aot participate in this Summit supported us
nsending goodwill messages. | would like to ta|
tfis opportunity to thank all of them for the
nmvaluable support.
nce The Mahatheras and the staff from tle
IMinistry of Religious Affairs, with the support anfi
aabistance of the ministries concerned, worked Hard
fto the success of this Summit. | would like
congratulate all of you for your hard work ar
ededications. My special thanks also go to Ven.
tlyanissara for his invaluable help throughout
theeparation of the Summit.
he In conclusion | offer my sincere wishes:
mit. May all the Buddhist leaders attending t
he Summit be blessed with physical wellbeirjg
nce and spiritual tranquillity. 1
*  May the Dhamma of the Omniscient Buddipa
be like unto the luminescence of the sun gnd
moon and be long lasting.

May all of you be able to contribute to brin
about peace, stability, justice and prospe
in the world.

Id
Py
e

I

o o

Dr.

e

es,
Mr
0
sin
of

ne MNA

J

Y ancon, 11 Ded\l
The following is the
Historical
commemorating th

Myanmar is a
country full of
mountains and rivers
sivith scenic beauty
Endowed with abundan
natural resources
Myanmar produces &
variety of agricultural
products, different kinds
of precious stones suc
as rubies and sapphire|

Cambodian Deputy Prime Minister Mr Lu Lay Sreng and Minister Brig-G
Thura Myint Maung attending the dinner. WA

Dinner hosted to honour success of World Buddhist Summit

Yancon, 11 Dec N | the Yangon mayor andacademics of uni
Bhe Ministry of| members of the workversities and invited
Religious Affairs of the committee and sub|guests.

Union of Myanmar committees, ambassadors  During the dinner,

action. As a result of athe conference falls on
cultural heritage left bythe 13th Waning of

Poem, our ancestors, presentfazaungmon (Thursday)

day Myanmar is full of 1366 Myanmar Era. This

World Buddhist Summiﬁ old and new religiousis the time of bountiful

buildings with flowering| harvest. For Myanmar
of scriptural studies. Thepeople holding of the
World Buddhist Summit World Buddhist Summit
takes place in peacefuls unforgettable. The
t and stable Myanmar. AtWorld Buddhist Summit
,the Summit manyis held on a grand scale
3 delegates from differentthat it will be a historical

nations attempt to findrecord for Myanmar,

ways and means to reackvhich will last until the

hthe common goal ofend of the world.
speace. The opening of

MNA

hosted a dinner in | of foreign embassies,Chairman of thel Myanmar exists as a

honour of the success
the World Buddhis
Summit at the Myanm
Convention Centre o
Mindhamma Road i
Mayangon Townshi
here this evening.
The dinner wa
attended by théeputy
Prime Minister o
Cambodia, the memb
ministers of the Leadin
Committee fo
organizing the Summi

fJapanese wellwisherd eading Committeg
who donated the cars tovlinister for Religious
be used for the SummitAffairs Brig-Gen Thura
Myanmar businessMyint Maung expressec
groups of Japan andthanks tothose presen
observers, lay persons ofor their participation in
Sayagyi U Goenka fromthe World Buddhist
various nations, Summit. After the
representatives of sociadinner, artistes of the
organizations, delegatesine Arts Depart
ifrom foreign countries ta ment entertained th
the Summit, Sasangaudience with variety o
Nuggaha title recipients,dances.

,interpreters of ministries

MNA

dignified country in the
family of nations with
flourishing Buddha
testify thriving of
Buddhism and
extent of piety and
loving-kindness  of
> Myanmar people.
Because of Buddhis
eteaching

Sasana. Many stupas

the

t

Myanmar
people are so disciplined
and cultured in their
thought, speech and

Minister Brig-Gen Thura Myint Maung reads out
the poem N mna



ITBMU Rector Dr Ashin Sila Nandabhivamsa
delivers concluding remark8l mna

Yancon 11 DecN The following is the closingit is the authentic teaching of the Buddha and sg
speech delivered by Dr Ashin Sila Nandabhivamszan cooperate in teaching it to the world. The Ng
Rector Sayadaw, International Theravada Buddhikightfold Path which is one of the Four Noble Tru

Missionary University, Dhammapala Hill
Mayangon, Yangon, at the closing ceremony of
World Buddhist Summit today

The Buddhist Summit will be brought to
glorious end a few moments from now. As you kn
the Government of Myanmar and its people h
spared no effort both physically and financially
make it a success and | hope that been accom-
plished quite well. But however much they ha
endeavoured, if there were no participants it wo

come to nothing. Now that you have participated

this historic event quite enthusiastically as speak
panellists, discussionists and so on, this Summit

come to a resounding success. Therefore the suc
is due to both the Government and people of Myanr

on the one hand and the participants like you on
other.

THE NEW LIGHT O

F MYANMAR Sunday, 12 December, 2008

Lanka, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, USA,
Vietnam,andUnion of Myanmar.

If you look at the list you will notice that th
Buddhist Summit has invited quite a lot and
attended the Summit with a good will. It is a gr|
achievement of the Myanmar Government and
ple if we take into account that the other co-spo
has pulled out of this Summit.

Totellyouthetruth, itis notatall possible f
all Buddhists to become one again without the la
Theravada, Mahayana, Vajrayana, etc., but we
some Teachings of the Buddha in comnfonwhich
every Buddbhistis likely to admit that they are auth
tic teachings of the Buddha. On these we will cong
trate and spread to the world both in our countries
in foreign countries. For example, the teaching of
Four Noble Truths: Every Buddhist Sect believes

,is an important one and we must prsetiirst our-
thelves and then teach them to the world. The im

manence of all things conditioned, suffering natur|
aall things conditioned and non-soul nature of
othings both conditioned and unconditioned which
aadso accepted by all Buddhists are another su

twhich we all agree and so we can teach them too
4

The other thing is commercial
| Fompanies using the Buddha image an
Pther Buddhist Symbols in commercial
robjects to promote their sales. We mus
dell them without being rude or violent to
deave Buddhists alone and not to de
acrate our sacred objects in commercial
Ei?ing their commodities.

[]

Uy

g

e

e

Cambodia, Laos, etc. | would like to add that the term

Hinayana should be dropped from usage altogether
esince it implies that the person who used that term
dipinks that those termed Hinayana are inferior to the
Mahayana and Vajrayana. In these days it is not a
«90d manner to refer to others rather than oneOs own

nasy inferior. And also for the sake of unity we would

avoid it altogether in our speeches, books and so on.
or The other thing is commercial companies

p&sing the Buddha image and other Buddhist Symbols
héyecommercial objects to promote their sales. We

must tell them without being rude or violent to leave
Ruddhists alone and not to desecrate our sacred
éhjects in commercializing their commodities.

and We are grateful to the Government of
tiyanmar for permitting us to use the Internet, the
Hexpediency of which made work smooth. Without
{hat the Summit would not run so smoothly. In the
Hgure also | hope that the Government will allow us

tHg use the Internet in propagating Buddhist Teach-

ings to the world. As of today | am talking by phone
péte Patimokkha to the students in Taiwan, Mexico

pand America. | talk through the phone because the

dlace where | livéjalf Moon Bay in California, has
ahe adequate phone connection by computers yet, but

BBt students listen to my talk through their comput-

e, and they said that my voice was very clear. Thus
talking through the Internet can reach many listeners,
without myself ever leaving my place.

Last but not least, | understand that it is
arranged for you to go on a pilgrimage to Bagan and
Mandalay with the compliments of Myanmar Gov-
ernment and people. You will find many interesting
things, especially the archaeological things of reli-
gious interest. It is good to know even a little of their
culture when you learn something about their reli-
gion. | hope you will find many things there. When

This Summit s convened on the principle deaching of the universal love, i.e., love for all being®u Visit Bagan, | would like to ask you to make it a
unity among Buddhist regardless of their beinfican be and will be taught to the world, first practisjifgust to see two inscriptions in Bagan. One is called

Theravada oMahayana or Vajrayana, etc. We h
invited delegates from thirty-four countries and

record, | would like to read the names of thosd Buddhism and we can make effort to teach them.

rselves and later teaching to the world. There &t@jakumara or Myazedi inscription. It has a parallel
er teachings as well that are accepted by all sdBtEgyptian Archaeology.

You know the Rosetta stone. It was written

countries here. The names of the countries will beWith the principles of Buddhism which are after @il three languages and it was through this inscrip-

alphabetical order. They are:

universal principles, the world can be made intotipn that Egyptologists could decipher the

Atustralia, Austria, Bangladesh, Belgiumplace where peace and harmony prevail, and pgopleroglyphs of Egyptian language. Quite similarly,

Bhutan, Brazil, Cambodia, Canada, Peoples Re
lic of China, Czech Republic, England, France,

¢hn live their lives without worry and anxiety.

Rajakumara or Myazedi inscription was written in

As to educating the peolef the world we| Pali, Pyu, Mon and Myanmar languages on its four

many, India, Indonesia, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Southist say that the First Fellowship of Buddhists Hefddes. It was from this inscription that Myanmar

Korea, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Mongolia, Mexico, Ng

pal, the Netherlands, Romania,
Federation,Singapore, Socialist Republic of

1950 in Colombo unanimously decided the terRfople were able to decipher to some extent the Pyu
Russilgtinayana should be dropped when referring to Bu@nguage.
hism existing in Sri Lanka, Thailand, Myanmar,

(See page 11)

Round table discussions of World Buddhist Summit held

Y ancon, 11 DecNLeading Buddhist monks ofdhist Missionary University Sayadaw Agga MahaBritain acted as MC.
various Ganas at home and abroad today held roi@hdita Agga Maha Saddhamma Jotikadhaja
table discussions on promotion and propagation of thehin Sila Nandabhivamsa presided over the rol
Buddhist Sasana, at the third-day morning sessiortaifle discussions, while Ven Dr Dhammasami |opaper OBuddhist Meditation and World PeaceO, Ven

the World Buddhist Summit, organized by the Min

is-

try of Religious Affairs of the Union of Myanmar, that
continued for the third day at Maha Pasana Cave on

Thiri Mingala Kaba Aye Hill here.

Present on the occasion were rector Sayadaws
of the International Theravada Buddhist Missionary
University, the State Pariyatti Sangha Universities
(Yangon) and (Mandalay), the Chancellor Sayadaw

and members of the Sangha of the Sitagu Internati

onal

Buddhist Academy, local and foreign leading Bud-

dhist monks and representatives, Buddhist profes

SOrs

of Nalanda University in India, Chulalongkorn Uni-
versity in Thailand and Oxford University in Britain,
senior Buddhist researchers and observers from vari-

ous countries.
The members of the Sangha from Lao P
recited Metta parittas.
Rector of the International Theravada B

e

DR
Ven Sangasena of India presents the paper
OBuddhism in LadakhO. fa

Dr President Sayadaw of the Bhavana Society in
nd&/est Virginia, the US, Dr Gunaratana presented the

Nyannapunnika of Nepal, the paper OExistence of the
Buddha SasanaO, and Ven Sitala of Siberia, Russia
Federation, the paper Othe Buddha Sasana of Russia
FederationO.

Ven Nyannapunnika of Nepal, Dr Ashin Nanda
Malabhivamsa of the Sitagu International Buddhist
Academy, Rector of the International Theravada Bud-
dhist Missionary University Dr Sila Nandabhivamsa
and President of the Bhavana Society in Virginia, Ven
Dr Gunaratana, read out reviews of group-wise discus-
sions held the previous day.

The venerable monks and representatives from
38 nations made suggestions and held talks on the draft
of joint-declaration of the Summit.

Next, Dr R Panth of Nalanda University, Vihai
State of India presented a brief account of the univer-
sity with the use of audiovisual aids, and the morning
session went into recess. INA
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Yancon, 11 DecN | Council Commander of
Prime Minister of the yangon Command Maj-
Union of My.anmar _Lt' Gen Myint Swe, Minis-
Gen Soe Win receivedter for Foreign Affairs U
Prime Minister of Sri Nyan Win, Deputy Min-
Lanka Mr Mahinda jster for Education U
Rajapakse, whdadat-| Myo Nyunt, Myanmar
tended the World Bud-Ambassador to Sri
dhist Summit, at the anka U Than Tun,
Mingalar Hall of the Director-General at the
Pyithu Hluttaw at 7 pm prime Minister®s Office
today. U Soe Tint and Direc-

Also present on tor-General of the Pro-
the occasion were SeCtocol Department
retary-1 of the StateThura U Aung Htet.
Peace and Development  The guest was ac-
Council Lt-Gen Thein companied by Sri
Sein, Chairman of Lankan Ambassador to
Yangon Division PeaceMyanmar Mr D.M.M
and Developmenit Ranaraja.NMNA Prime Minister Lt-Gen Soe Win meets Sri Lankan Prime Minister Mr Mahinda Rajapakse antl paty.

Prime Minister Lt-Gen Soe Win and Sri Lankan Prime Minister Mr Mahinda ~ Prime Minister Lt-Gen Soe Win welcomes Sri Lankan Prime Minister
Rajapakse inspect the Guard of HonourviNa Mr Mahinda Rajapakse and wife Madame Shiranthi Rajapakse and party
at the airport. Nvna

Prime Minister Lt-Gen When the aircraft of the Sri Lankan Primepected the Guard of Honour.
S W | = Minister and wife and party landed at 9 am, students of ~ Prime Minister Lt-Gen Soe Win cordially greeted
oe In welcomesE the University of Culture presented a banquet to themembers of the goodwill delegation of Sri Lanka. The
(from page 16) Next, Prime Minister Lt-Gen Soe Win and wifeSri Lankan Prime Minister also greeted Secretary-1 Lt-
Minister for Religious Affairs Brig-GenThura Myi tSecretary-1 Lt-Gen Thein Sein and wife and par®en Thein Sein and wife and party and staff families of
Maung, Deputy Minister for Education U Myo Nyungordially welcomed the Sri Lankan Prime Ministethe Sri Lankan Embassy.
and wife, Sri Lankan Ambassador to Myanmar vand wife and party. Afterwards, the two Prime Minis- When the Sri Lankan Prime Minister and wife
DMM Ranaraja and embassy staff, Myanmar Ambdg!'s went to the dais in the hall of the airport and toakd party left for the hotel in a motorcade, Prime
sador to Sri Lanka U Than Tun and wife, Directotb€ salute of the Guard of Honour. At that time, |tihéinister Lt-Gen Soe Win, Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Thein
General Thura U Aung Htet of the Protocol Dep: fetate Band played national anthems of the two co@ein and party saw them off.
ment and officials of the Ministry of Foreign Affair tries alternately. Next, the two Prime Ministers |in- MNA

Prime Minister Lt-Gen Soe Win and Sri Lankan Prime Minister Mr Mahinda Rajapakse take the salute of the Guard offHanaur.
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Prime Minister Lt-Gen Soe Win and wife Daw Than Than Nwe host dinner in honour of Sri Lankan Prime Minister Mr Mahinda Rajapakse and wife
Madame Shiranthi RajapaksBl Mna

Y ancon, 11 DecNPrime Minister of the Union Thein Sein and wife Daw Khin Khin Win, Chairman  Before and during dinner, artistes presented
of Myanmar Lt-Gen Soe Win and wife Daw Thanf Yangon Division Peace and Development Couentertainment to the accompaniment of Myanma
Than Nwe hosted a dinner in honour of Prime Mie# Commander of Yangon Command Maj-Gen Myimithan Modern Music Troupe. After the dinner,
ister of Sri Lanka Mr Mahinda Rajapakse and wiféwe and wife Daw Khin Thet Htay, ministers, thartistes of the Fine Arts Department of the Ministry
Madame Shiranthi Rajapakse and party, who attendiEputy Minister for Education, the Myanmar Amef Culture presented Myanma traditional dances.
the World Buddhist Summit, at the reception hall bfissador to Sri Lanka, the Sri Lankan Ambassador After the entertainment programmes, the Sri
the Pyithu Hiuttaw at 7.15 pm today. to Myanmar and their wives, the director-general béinkan Prime Minister and wife presented a bou-

Also present on the occasion were Secretaryke State Peace and Development Council Office|ankt to the artistes and had a documentary photo
of the State Peace and Development Council Lt- ds of department. taken together with them.MNA

Teaching of the universalE

In conclusion we

Yancon, 11 Dec N
Prime Minister Lt-Ger
Soe Win received Min
ister of Culture, Tourisn
and Civil Aviation of
Nepal Mr Deep Kuma|
Upadhayaya at Zeyathi
Beikman Hall on
Konmyinttha this morn
ing.

Prime Minister Lt-Gen Soe Win receives Nepalese Minister Mr Deep Kumar Upadhayaya.N

Present at the cal
were Minister for Foreign
r Affairs U Nyan Win,
n Minister for Hotels and
Tourism Brig-Gen Thein
Zaw, Minister for Trans-
iport Maj-Gen Thein Swe|
Minister for Culture Maj-
Gen Kyi Aung, Director-

IGeneral at the Prim)

MinisterOs Office U Sq

Tint, Director-General 0|
Protocol
Thura U Aung Htet an
Charge dO Affaires ai
. the Nepalese Embassy
Myanmar Mr Dilip
Kumar Paudel.

MNA

Departmen

(from page 9)
OThe subject writte
was just the dedicatio
when King Kyansittha
was ill and his son
wantedit to dedicate the
Buddha image before th
€King dies.
€ The other inscription
f was the Shwegugyi in
Uscription, in Shwegugy
jPagoda in Bagan. In th
Obagoda were inlaid twi
'@&labs of inscription on
each side of the wall i
the inner pagoda. It wg
put there by King

D
N
n

nthe pagoda. The inscri
ntion contains one hundredyou for participating in

sknown to Theravad

Alaungsithu, the donor of
i -would like to thank all of

elegant Pali verses ex+this Historical Summit,
pressing his compassigrand to all the staff and
for all beings who were others from top to bottom

esuffering in the round of who made every effort

rebirths and inspiring fof for the participants to be
Buddhahood. comfortable, and also we

It is indeed a rare must not forget to thank
experience that one segSitagu Sayadaw and his

ethe inspiration for Budi staff who from the very

dhahood on an inscrip-beginning to the end
tion. It clearly shows that worked hard to make the
Buddhahood was not un-Summit what it is, leav-
ing no stones unturned in
Buddhists and here thedoing so.
King himself was inspir May you all be well,
ing for Buddhahood. In happy and peaceful!
the end the inscriptio May the Dhamma
ends with two additional prevail in the world!
verses in Sanskrit. May the Original
These are the high-Teachings of the Buddha
lights you will see on continue to exist in its
your pilgrimage. pristine purity! NMNA

The best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago.
Second best time is now.

CNG stations under
construction in Yangon

Yancon, 11 DecN timely completion of the
Minister for Energy buildings and ensuring
Brig-Gen Lun Thi this af{ technical security, and
ternoon inspected build-inspected construction
ing of Compressed Natu-tasks.So far, two CNG
ral Gas filling stations be- filling stations have been
ing undertaken by theconstructed in Insein and
Myanma Oil and Gas Thamaing. The MOGE is
Enterprise in Ahlon andbuilding another five
Kyaikkalo. CNG filling stations in

Officials concerned Ahlon, Bayintnaung,
reported on progress ofKyaikkalo, Dagon
building stations and ar-Myothit (North) and
rival of imported items| Thakayta. Plans are un-
The Minister instructed der way to construct
them to systematicallymore three stations in
supervise the tasks foryangon City. KMNA
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Iris scans catch 25,000 illegal
immigrants in UAE in three years

Asu DHasi, 10 DecN Iris-recognition systems installed at checkpoints

across the United Arab
enter the country illegall

WAM reported Thursday.

The illegal immi-
grants were trying t

reenter the country afte

having been deporte
Mohammad Humaid A|
Mualla, head of the iris|
tracking system at Ab
Dhabi police was quote
as saying.

OThey attempted

return to the country afte
they changed their name

passports and obtained j
or visit visas,0 said
Mualla.

On whether the syq
tem can be fooled, A
Mualla said iris scans al
more accurate than ar

Emirates (UAE) foiled 25,000 immigrants trying td
y over the past three years, the official news agen

other computerized meandres.

b of identifying people, suc It helps prevent ille
>ras fingerprints or face argal immigrants, whq
il voice recognition systems.have been deported, fro
The hi-tech systemreturning and preven
r has been installed at 32vanted criminals fronj
U posts across the countryeaving the country re
din the terminals of inter; gardless of the identifi
national airports, resi-cation documents thej
adency departments andise. It also tracks th
rall the seaports, anumbemovements of prison in
sof police stations, prisr mates, said the report.
olons and deportation cen- MNA/Xinhua

IBM says business with
Lenovo not to affect Mideast
supplies

m  Asu Dhasi, 10 DecNIBM will maintain supplies of its desktops and
t notebooks to the Middle East during the acquisition process with ChinaOs
Lenovo, the dailyKhaleej Timeseported Thursday.

In the short term thereing that the branding will global desktop and laptop
will be continuity in| remain IBM for the initial computer research and
yIBMOsregionaloperatio period. development and manu-
eon new PC stocks to dis-  ChinaOs personal confacturing business.
_tributors, Sameh Fareed puter giant Lenovo Grou In return, Lenovo will
manager of sales operaLimited Wednesday pay IBM 650 million US
tions for IBM Middle | signed an agreement withdollars in cash and grant it

Yy

Samsung develops worldOs
| fastest memory chip

e  Seout, 10 DecNSamsung Electronics Co., th
yNorIdOs No 2 semiconductor manufacturer, al

Six dead,17
injured after fall
from broken lift

in N-W China

Xi1OA, 10 DecN Six
were killed and 17 wer
injured after falling off g
lift at noon Wednesday 4
a construction projed
in northwest ChinaQ
Shaanxi Province.

Twenty three guest
of the opening of a c3
exhibition hall located g
the Meilian Garage i
XiOan, the provincial cag
tal, were invited to inspe
the roof of the hall by rid
ing a lift meant to carr

nounced Thursday it has developed the world
fastest memory chip with a wide range of graphic
applications.

Samsung Electronicsmemory capacity and e
said it produced samplediciency while doubling|
of a 512-megabyte dou-performance, the statg
ble data rate (DDR) 3 dy-ment said.
namic random accegs The company plans {
[ memory (DRAM) chip| begin mass production
that it claims is the fastesthe 512-megabyte DDR
available inthe same clas®RAM next year, it said
sof chips. According to marke

The new chip can prog-researcher Mercury, th
ess data at a speed of 1}@vorldwide market for
gigabits per second, thegraphics DRAMSs is ex
company said in a statepected to grow 30 per ce!
ment. from this year to 1.5 bil

The new DDRS3] lion US dollars next yeal
DRAM reduces power of which DDR3 DRAMs
consumption by 50 perwill account for about 3

U

—

=0

It

—

East, Egypt and PakistanBM to take over the lat- 600 million US dollars

was quoted as saying. | terOs personal computevorth of Lenovo stocks,
OThere will be no business for 1.25 billionwhich will make IBM an

branding issues after theUS dollars. According to owner of around 18.5 per

pacquisition process isthe agreement, Lenovacent of LenovoOs equity

-over,0 said Fareed, addwill acquire IBMOs entirestakeNMNA/Xinhua
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A Chinese woman checks the price of Lenovo computers at a shop in

cent and increasesper cent. AMNA/Xinhua

Shanghai on 9 December, 2004 INTERNET

construction materials.
When the lift reache
the second floor, a ste|
cord broke and the lif
tilted. All the 23 fell off
and six were crushed
death by a board, whig
had fallen off the lift.
The other 17 peopl
were injured and rusheg
to two hospitals. Thei
conditions are not y§g

fl
k

hEgyptOs officiaMENA news agency reported Thu
The IDB will give
b EgyptOs General Petr
dleum Authority 50 mil-
I lion US dollars to import

olDB President Ahme
Mohamed Ali.

IDB to contribute $130m to
Egyptian projects

Cairo, 10 Dec N The Islamic Development Bank (IDB) will contribute 130
gmillion US dollars to EgyptOs petroleum, aluminium and cement sector|

saying after ameeting withpany, he added.

Another 50 million| would hold a meetin

UAE-China trade to reach
$8b by end of 2004

Asu Drasi, 10 DecNThe trade volume between
Pthe United Arab Emirates (UAE) and China is
expected to reach eight billion US dollars by the
end of this year, locaKhaleej Timegaily reported
Thursday.

At the UAE-China
Forum on Enhancin

rsday.

The two officials alsd

agreed that the Bank cal, civil engineering and

g construction, petrochemi-

tprocess and re-expo

tUS dollars will be given sometime later in Egyg

known. crude oil, Egyptian Min-

to an Egyptian aluminiu

to discuss the BankOs

The cause of the acg
dent is under investigg

i-ister of Planning Otham

ncompany and the remain-plans for private and pu

tTrade and Investme
hidooperation
-Wednesday in Duba

tcal industry, logistics,

held manufacturing and trade.

The forum is aimed at

-Mohammad Mohammading 30 million US dollars| lic sectors.

UAEOs commercial city,highlighting the facilities

tion.N MNA/Xinhua Othman was quoted &

g0 Helwan Cement Com-

MNA/Xinhua

officials announced th

eand investment opportu-

Nigeria pledges $75m for health sector

Lacos, 10 DecNAtleast 75 million US dollars has been pledged to support the health sector in Nigeri

AfricaOs most populous country, in an effort to ha
Goals (MDGs).
To ensure success, a joint three-tier budget

volving the federal and state governments as we

donor agencies, will be adopted, Funke Adedo|
Minister of State for Health, was cited by tRews
Agency of Nigerian Wednesday as saying.

OAlready, Nigeria was Oscaling up its health a
ties in 14 pilot states where indices indicate that t|
have been a steady increase on child mortality
HIV/AIDS prevalenceO, Adedoyin said.

Listing the names of the 14 states such as Ogu
noted that it appeared there have been incidenc
Ocross-transferO of the HIV/AIDS pandemic a
border states.

Nigeria is now one of the worldOs hardest hi

sten the achievement of the Millennium Developme

HPV/AIDS. The Health Ministry said about 2.3 mi|
llas people have already died of AIDS while
yimjllion others are carriers of the HIV virus.

The West African country of some 130 million
also annoyed by other diseases including malarig

bilateral trade stood at 6/4nities between the UAE

billion US dollars in thg and China.

Lfirst l0months ofthisyeaf, ~ Since the establish-

rﬁomparedwith 5.8 billion ment of diplomatic ties

US dollars in 2003. between China and the
The figure is expectedUAE, bilateral economic

4.tp swell to 10 billion US and trade cooperation

emaintains a good momen-
igext year, officials esti- tum and new vitality is
_mated. continually injected into

dollars by the end of th

tivi- The health crisis in Nigeria and other develop
heauntries is worrying the United Nations, which §
gndved the eight MDGs in 2000. Among them are
reduction by two-thirds of the mortality rate amo
,ciédren under five, the reduction by three-quarters
eswhber of women who die in childbirth and halti
oaugd beginning to reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS
the incidence of malaria and other major disease
t by MNA/Xinhua

ng A high-level Chinese the progress of Sino-UAE
ptade delegation headed byelationships, Wei
tReputy Commerce Mint stressed at the forum.

higter Wei Jianguo, which MNA/Xinhua
tp@nsisted of 120 officialf

hgnd businessmen, parti¢i :

hpa@ted in the forum, which Drive

sfocused on IT, telecor- Safe]y
munication, pharmaceuq-
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France to launch CNN-style
news channel in 2005

Paris, 10 Dec N French Prime Minister Jean-
Pierre Raffarin announced Thursday at a newg
conference that France is to launch a CNN-styl
International Information (Cll) channel in 2005,
with a budget of 30 million euros (about 40 million
dollars).

Ol have decided tathat the French Gover
hold the common projegtment is set to make g
made by (state-owne )amendment to the 204
France Televisions andPtdget adopted by Parli

- ) ment to allow the channg
(Ttﬂz Eg\)’féﬁ;ﬁg?ﬁ;& “to start with a budget of 3]

- illion euros.
by President Jacques &The new channel w

Chirac,O Raffarin said. enjoy the advantages d
The news channel wasered by FranceOs leadi
ordered by Chirac twotelevision companies N
years ago, and he hoped rivate and public N in
could start in 2004, butorder to express the dive]
the project has been desity to which our country
layed by arguments ovelis so deeply attached
its make-up, scale andRaffarin said.
cost. Raffarin also sai MNAXinhua

Mysterious disease claims
18 lives in western Kenya

Nairogi, 10 Dec N An outbreak of a mysterioy
disease has claimed 18 lives in western Kenya

WorldOs mobile phone subscribers
total 1.5 hillion

Geneva, 10 Dec N Mobile phone subscribers around the globe totalled
nearly 1.5 billion by the middle of this year, about one quarter of the worldQ
Ppopulation, the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) saidon Thurs-
day.

The figure reflected

three of the worldOs mosgrowth, seeing anincrea:
sharp surge in the mobilepopulous nations of 11 million, or 25 per
ﬁelephony business, espechina, India and Russig. cent, so far this year t|
cially in developing coun And by the middle of reach a total of 44.5 mil|
hiries, over the first half of the year developing coundion subscribers.
rthe decade, with subscribtries as a whole had over-  In Russia, accordin
Pers doubling since 2000,taken rich nations to a¢-tothe report, mobile phon|
according to the United count for 56 per ent of allsubscriber  number
INations agencyOs annuahobile subscribers, whilejumped from 36.5 million|
f'report. The ITU said the accounting for 79 per centa year ago to 60 million b
owth in mobile phone of growth in the market September of this year.
subscribers had outpacedince 2000. The value of global
that for fixed lines, wh By July this year| mobile business reachd
totalled some 1.85 billion China was reporting 310414 billion US dollars in
¢pday against one billionmillion users N about revenues in 2003, a te
at the start of the centuryone-quarter of its totalfold increase in the ded
and was also outstrippingpopulation and more thanade since 1993, while ov¢
the rate of increase inthe entire population ofthe same period the ove
Internet users. Driving thethe United States, the ITUall telecommunication
mobile phone phenonij-said. India, with a muchsector grew by an averag
enon, according to the ré-ssmaller current subscriberof 8.8 per centto reach 1
Port, was a rapid rise inbase, was beginningto extrillion US dollars.
@0Bscriber numbers inperience exponential MNA/Reuters

&

scores of others are being treated in local health
tres, Kenyan media reports said here Thursday.

The dead include two from Bungoma District g
another from Mt. Elgon District, reported tB&andard
newspaper. Initial studies indicate that the victims
perforated intestines, a symptom associated with sw
fever, whose formal name is leptospirosis, the p
said.

cen-
nd
had

amp
hper

Another 35 people have been admitted to hospjitals
in critical condition and are suspected to be suffefing

from the disease, it added.

In July, a rare fever known as leptospirosis claimed
the lives of 27 people and affected nearly 180 otheys in

western Kenya.

Leptospirosis is caused by bacteria found mostly in
the urine of rodents, and those affected might have

drank water contaminated with rat urine, said Chdrles . o . . .
Nzioka, head of the Disease Outbreak Manage Esople admire a life-sized inflated whale shark on display in the western |

Unit in KenyaOs Health Ministry. INA/Xinhua

city of Anmedabad, on Oct 22, 2004 IfferNET
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English
becomes truly
Oworld
languageO

Lonoon, 10 Dec N
Two billion people, athird

of the population of the

planet, will be learning
Englishinthe nextdecade
giving it the full status of
the OworldOs languageO, a
research report published

eThursday reveals.

Although the surging
number of English learn-
ers could peakin 2010, by
2015 half of the worldOs
population could be

$peaking English, says

OThe Future of EnglishO

report produced by the

state-funded British

Council.

_ This growth will see
French declining interna-

dionally while German is
fsetto expand, particularly

in Asia, said researcher
David Graddol, who
added that Chinese, Ara-
bic and Spanish are also
going to be Okey interna-
tional languagesO of the
future.

OThe world is rapidly
becoming multi-lingual
and English is only one of
the languages people in
other countries are learn-
ing,0 Graddol said in a
BBC interview.

The report looked es-
pecially at how countries
around the world are in-
cluding English-language
learning in their school
giatemsNMNA/Xinhua

Nelly performs ON Dey SayO at the 2004 Billboatdist month, he swept the AmericaiKeys will each vie for eight Grammy:
Music Awards at the MGM Grand Garden Arena iiMusic Awards and the MTV EuropeWinners of the music industryOs m
Las Vegas on 8 December, 2004. R & B singef Awards.
Usher, who scored the biggest album of the year|jand The 26-year-old singer (last named:os Angeles on 13 February.
four No 1 singles, picked up 11 trophies at the| Raymond) added to his trophy collec-
Billboard Musiuc Awards in Las Vegas on Wednesion with Billboard awards in such catinaugurated an award for ringtone of {}
day, with Alicia Keys, OutKast and Grammys | egories as artist of the year, album of theear, with the prize going to rapper
frontrunner Kanye West also sharing in the spoilsyear, and Hot 100 single of the year fa€entOs infectious dance hit Oln

INTERNET

Usher picks up 11 trophies at Billboard

Music Awards

Los AnGEeLEs, 10 DecN R&B singer Usher, who scored the biggest albun|
of the year and four No 1 singles, picked up 11 trophies at the Billboard Musi
Awards in Las Vegas on Wednesday, with Alicia Keys, OutKast and Grammy:
frontrunner Kanye West also sharing in the spoils.

The televised event, which took OItOs been about 10 years sincq
place atthe MGM Grand Garden Arenastarted, and we knew this would happe]
honours artists based on their perforndsher said. OWe donOt put out a re|
ance in music industry trade publicatiopwithout a number one record, do we
BillboardOs weekly music charts, so tiR&B singer Keys walked off with seve
outcomes were not surprising. Billboard awards, hip-hop duo OutKa|

UsherOs album OConfessionsQ s and rapper West four. Usher we
sold 7.1 million copies in the Unitedinto the eventwith nodsin 13 categori
States since its release in March. Hellowed by Keys with 12. OutKast an
recently became the first artist in 34Vest had seven each.
years to top the Billboard Hot 100 si The day before, West received
gles chart four times in a calendar ygaGrammy nominations, while Usher al

prestigious awards will be announced

In a sign of the times, Billboar|

B

b

3

b

b

OYeah!O (featuring Lil Jon & Ludacris)ClubONMNA/Reuters

d

Chinese Govt
to sponsor
7,245 to study

Abroad

CHANGSHA, 10 DecN
GRina will sponsor 7,245

npgople to study abroad in
L8RP5 in the fields of sci-

&Hce, technology, culture,
education and manage-

!
fehina Scholarship Coun-

ment, according to the

§il (CSC).
The number, about
3,100 more than that of

18004, is the largest in the

@ast more than two dec-
ades.

bst The CSC said the ap-

iplication and approval
process for government

Hfunding will take place
hisom January 5 to March

@0, 2005. Details are avail-

@hle on the councilOs web

site. NMNA/Xinhua
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Northern Ireland
plays Canada to
tune up for
World Cup qualifier

Lonoon, 11 DecN Northern
Ireland will play Canada in a socc
friendly in Belfast on February 9 {
tune up for its World Cup qualifig
against England, the Irish Footb.
Association said Friday.

The match was arranged aff
Scotland declined an invitation,
Northern Ireland will play Englan
on March 26.

In their last meet, Norther|
Ireland tied Canada 1-1 in Ap
1999. N MNA/Xinhua

7, N > B © B o 7,

Arsenal can do favou

r by putting brakes on

ChelseaOs title surge

MancHesTER (England), 11 DecN Manchester United are hoping arch-rivals Arsenal can do them a
favour by putting the brakes on Chelsea's title surge at Highbury on Sunday.

Fourth-placed United play at Fulham on Mond
and will have the chance to close a nine-point ga
pPremier League leaders Chelsea if they fail to
Arsenal.

;“naybe two of them, so we have to make sure that if
draw we capitalize," United defender Phil Neville t
dieporters on Friday.

bs "l think in an ideal world a draw would be the b

Hresult so we can get closer to both.

"If not, then probably an Arsenal victory so we ¢
haet closer to Chelsea too, because they are the
jithat's out in front at the moment.”

United manager Alex Ferguson is also looking

&helsea, who have lost just once in the League this
pgeason, to slip up.

peat'They have a big squad and their form is good at the
moment," said Ferguson. "They have not had a blip and

"One of the top three are going to drop pointse hope that at some point they are going to get a blip

treand hopefully at that time we can capitalize on it.

Id "We've been buoyed by our own form over the last
few weeks and we know this is an opportunity with
e§thelsea and Arsenal playing each other.

"But it's very early to look upon it as conclusive in
aerms of who's going to win the league. | think three or
té@um teams are still in it.

"We had a situation like this a couple of years back
fand then it frittered away to two, Arsenal and ourselves

ASEAN-India rally cars

arrive in Singapore
SinGaPoRE, 11 DecN Sixty cars participating in th
ASEAN-India rally arrived here on Friday aft
travelling 8,000 kilometers of asphalt highwa]

]

er
S,

ain.

unpaved roads, mud tracks and mountainous ter
Senior Minister Goh Chok Tong welcomed the

participants and said that the journey has broken the
psychological barrier that India is a distant land,
separated from Southeast Asia by the Bay of Behgal

and the Indian Ocean.

The transnational car rally, the first of such a lgrge

scale in this region, is organized with the ai

strengthen relationship between India and membdfrs of
the Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN).
"India is increasing its weight and influence in the

region," said Goh at the welcome ceremony, ad
that a Free Trade Agreement (FTA), which is ur
negotiation between India and ASEAN, will enhal
India's presence in Southeast Asia and strategi
link South Asia with Southeast Asia.

Started from Guwahati in Northeast India
November 22, the cars have gone through In
Myanmar, Thailand, Laos, Vietnar
Cambodia,Malaysia, and Singapore, and will prog
by ferry to the final destination in Batam, Indonesia
Saturday.

MNA/Xinhua

00

again.

"It could very well happen again, but at the moment
it looks as if three teams in particular are going to
contest it."

United go to Fulham on the back of four straight
league wins, although a below-strength side were
beaten by Fenerbahce in the Champions League on
Wednesday.

MNA/Reuters
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h, Everton's Duncan Ferguson (L) heads the ball p

Okacha, EtoOo, Drogba likely to
vif for African Footballer of Year

JoHannEsBURG 11Dec N The five finalists for the
2004 African Footballer of the Year are to be announced
on Sunday with the Nigerian captain Jay-Jay Okocha
expected to be among the front-runners.

Other finalists are likely to include Cameroon's
Samuel Eto'o, who plays for Barcelona, and Chelsea's
Didier Drogba of the Ivory Coast.

Okocha, who plays for Bolton Wanderers in the
English Premier League, was named as best player at
the African Nations Cup finals in February.

The winner will be announced at an awards
ceremony on 15 February.

st MNA/Xinhua

eddverpool's Steve Finnan. Everton believe they h

on finally shrugged off their Liverpool inferiority
complex and can not only win Saturday's derby
finish higher in the English Premiershil. NTERNET

P{iverpool determined to hold
put Gerrard

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

ACROSS DOWN

7 Flower fertiliser 1 Glitter

8 Whinnies 2 Taste

10 Go backwards 3 English king

11 Norwegian inlet 4 Flawless

12 Noisy 5 Incite (3,2)

13 Contest 6 Spoken in an undertor
17 Seat 9 Use a tonic (anag.)

18 Male swine 14 Part of a church

22 Top of the head 15 Wooed
23 Dig up 16 Toxophily
24 Egg dish 19 Deep shovel

25 Chosen profession 20 Channel port

Lazio to play next
European home game
behind closed doors

Lonpon, 11 DecN Lazio will have to play thei
next European home game behind closed d
following racist abuse by their fans, UEFA announ
on Friday.

Real Madrid have also been fined 9,780 el
(12,990 US dollars) after racist behaviour by som
the club's fans during a Champions League m{
against Bayer Leverkusen last month.

European soccer's governing body said Laz
one-match ban was imposed for "racist abuse

against Partizan Belgrade @6 November.

It said on its web site that the trouble had inclu
"missile throwing and flares being set off, clasl
with police and a stabbing incident".

Lazio, who have been punished three times
racism offences, were knocked out of t
competition in the group stage earlier this mor
so the ban will be carried over to the club's n
European campaign.

Partizan were fined 5,200 euros after their f
ghrew flares during the 2-2 draw at the Stadio Olimp

The incidents at Real's match against Leverky

seen making Nazi salutes came and abusing|
German club's Black players, came just days §
England players suffered "monkey chants" i
friendly against Spain in the same stadium.

crowd disturbances" during the UEFA Cup majqh

in the Bernabeu o83 November, when fans wele

Lonpon, 11 DecN Liverpool chief executive Rick
Parry has warned Chelsea and every other interested
club that Steven Gerrard will not be sold at any price.

The England international Gerrard was back in the
spotlight after inspiring Liverpool to an amazing UEFA
Champions League victory over Olympiakos. And
immediately Chelsea were reported to be ready
PR enew their interest after narrowly failing to sign

24-year-old in the summer with a 35 million
pound bid.
T0S | iverpool were staring elimination in the face
F&ainst the Greeks when Gerrard crashed in an
fifstoppable 25-meter drive which booked Liverpool's
_place in the knockout stages.
10°S parry knows the vultures may be circling, but he
3Aists the midfielder will not be sold and is convinced
anager Rafa Benitez can bring honours back to the

jfodur-times European champions.
e

es

MNA/Xinhua
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fteriverpool chief executive Rick Parry has warned
€helsea and every other interested club that Steven
Gerrard (pictured) will not be allowed to leave at

21 Rot

MNA/Reuters|

any priceNI NTERNET



Indonesia to ratify ILO

Convention on Seafarers

JakarTA, 11 Dec N The Indonesian Governme
is expected to ratify the Convention on Seafa

Identity Documents in the near future in a bid to profegt

the rights of Indonesian seafarers to job opportun
in foreign shipping fleets.

A national workshop concerning the Internatio
Labour Organization (ILO) convention will be co
ducted here next week in conjunction with the gov:
mentOs plan to ratify iThe Jakarta Posteported

Friday. The workshop will be organized by the ILG"

in cooperation with the government, the Consorti
of Indonesian Manning Agencies (CIMA), the Indo
sian National Shipowners Association (INSA) and
Indonesian SeafarersO Union.

A number of government representatives as
as employers and workers organizations will disdg
the provisions of the convention and the implicati
of its implementation here.

Indonesia is among the countries that pro
the largest number of seafarers to the worldOs me
marines. There are around 130,000 Indonesian se:
working overseas. \MNA/Xinhua
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Indonesia to speed up
fforts against corruption

JakarTa, 11 DecN Indonesian President Susi
E'é%lmbang Yudhoyono, who has made wiping out ¢
one of his top priorities, on Thursday launched a

t€heme to combat corruption among government
cials. Announcing a ONational Anti-Corruption Dal
haludhoyono ordered key ministerial department
hbeef up supervision of state coffers and stop the fi
bigaking. Among the measures was a plan to con
electronic procurement of goods in selected de
ents to cut red tape and increase transparen
u“’?nsactions between officials.
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Myanma Navy), beloved mother of Terrence A
h@yi, Evelyn Khin Khin Gyi, Edna Yin Yin Gyi
blpseph Aunt Gyi & Daniel Htin Gyi was called

[¥angon General Hospital (Y.G.H).

hdiH0 pm at St Gabriel (S.P.G) Church, No 66 S
U2agon Pagoda Road Yangon and thence to Ya)
fhristian Cemetery for entombment.

(Bises will leave from the Church at 1:30 pm)

Asleep in Jesus
Daw Sybil Aged (70)
Beloved wife of U Myint Shwe W.O Il (Retd],

o

r heavenly home on 11-12-2004 (Sat) 3:55 prp at

Funeral service will be on 12-12-2004 (Sun)

we
ay

Bereaved Family

Ol am optimistic that our bad reputation in corr
Eﬁ'on, the worldOs bad judgment of Indonesia, in fime
& change and we will have a respectable positiop in
the world,O Yudhoyono said in a speech.
ivell Since he took office on 20 October, some cri
uUssve accused Yudhoyono of moving too slowly
bitackling the graft that has made Indonesia the

most corrupt country in the world according to glo|
jgsaft watchdog Transparency International.
chant YudhoyonoOs statement came two days
LA orities arrested the governor of restive Aceh P
ince in a case involving alleged corruption.

The President has also given his approval for

ics
in

ifth

pal

hfter
Fov-

the

Singapore, Sweden conclud

countermine exercise

Sineaporg, 11 Dec N The Republic of Singapol
Navy ( RSN) and the Royal Swedish Navy (RS
concluded on Friday their ninth annual Mine Coun

measures (MCM) Exchange Programme in the isla

state. A statement issued by the Defence Ministr
Friday said the exchange programme included a g
mand Post Exercise and presentations by the
navies on MCM-related subjects.

It said that the successful conclusion of the 124
programme starting from 29 November reflects
good relations and long-standing cooperation bety
the RSN and RSwN. Under the code name of L
Singa, the programme has been conducted since
with the aim to provide opportunities for the RSN 4
RSwN to share expertise in MCM operations.

The statement said that programmes such as

ls-
hnd

ninvestigation into a dozen other officials over s|
pected graft, including a member of Parliament
senior regional officials. But many Indonesians and
doreign businessmen, used to rhetoric from Indonesian
aders on fighting graft, will not be convinced until
dhey begin seeing some high profile figures convigted
in court. N MNA/Xinhua

Briton sentenced to two

tyears in jail in drug scandal

Sineaporg, 11 DedNl  chef Francois Fabie
44\British magazine editor Mermilliod. Anassortmen
(o was arrested in a highof drugs were seized frofn

on

S9giety drug bust pleadedhe suspects, including ¢ )[
bjgHilty Friday and was sen-caine, ecstasy and mafi

WEATHER

1igpged to two years in jail.juana.Simmonds pleadefl
A¥igel Simmonds, editor of guilty to drug consump
Singapore Tatlermaga- | tion and possession in
gjthe, was arrested Octobecourt appearance.  Sing

Saturday, 11 December, 2004
Summary of observations recorded at 09:30

éhours MST: During the past 24 hours, weather has
pbeen fair in the whole country. Night temperatures were

Singa are part of the regular exchanges that

strengthened professional ties and fostered friend

h&with more than a doze
shiiper suspects, includin

among participants. MNA/Xinhua

ore has some of th
orldOs strictestdrug law
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12. 9.15 am Cultural Images 0|
Myanmar:
13. Islands of Dhamma -Lion statue
8:00 pm 1.30 pm News/Slogan
14. News 1.40 pm  Story for children
15. International news 1.50 pm Songs for children
16. Weather report 9.00 pm \r’:\igwy news
17. Tiger Cup 9.10 pm Music
9.15 pm  Atrticle
9.25 pm  Latest Hits!
18. -Sunshine
5 -Love Machine
19. The next dayOs 9.45 pm  News/Slogan
programme ) | [10.00 pm PEL

e(3iC) above normal in Kachin, Chin and Rakhine States,
43iC) to (4iC) below normal in Eastern Shan, Kayah
and Rakhine States and Bago Division, (5;C) below
normal in Kayin State and Yangon Division and about
normal in the remaining areas. The significant night
temperatures were Namsam (20C), Hakha (70C), Putao,
PyinOoLwin and Loikaw (80C) each.

Maximum temperature on 10-12-2004 was 90jF.
Minimum temperature on 11-12-2004 was 56iF. Rela-
tive humidity at 9:30 hrs MST on 11-12-2004 was 73%.
Total sunshine hours on 10-12-2004 was (8.0) hours
approx. Rainfall on 11-12-2004 were nil at Yangon
Airport, Kaba-Aye and central Yangon. Total rainfall
since 1-1-2004 were 112.28 inches at Yangon Airport,
106.77 inches at Kaba-Aye and 109.68 inches at cen-
tral Yangon. Maximum wind speed at Yangon (Kaba-
Aye) was 15 mph from East at (12:40) hours MST on
10-12-2004.

Bay inference: Weather is partly cloudy in the
South Bay and generally fair elsewhere in the Bay of
Bengal.

Forecast valid until evening of 12-12-2004Ex-
cept for the possibility of isolated light rain in South-
ern Taninthayi Division, weather will be generally fair
in the whole country. Degree of cerainly is (40%).

State of the sea:Strong easterly wind with (35)
mph and rough seas are likely at times in the Deltaic,
Gulf of Mottama and off and along Mon-Taninthayi
Coast. Seas will be slight elsewhere in Myanmar
waters.

Outlook for subsequent two days:Likelihood of
slight decrease of night temperatures in the lower
Myanmar areas.

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area for
12-12-2004:Fair weather.

Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouring area
for 12-12-2004: Fair weather.
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1st Waxing of Natdaw 1366 ME Sunday, 12 December, 2004

The round-table meeting of first-day session of the World Buddhist Summit in progress in Maha Pasé#iauGave.

Y anGon, 11 Dec N Prime Minister of the Union this afternoon. of Buddhist scriptures in nations of the world; to create
of Myanmar Lt-Gen Soe Win made a supplication The Summit was organized by the Ministry| ahe peaceful world by the Buddhists for allhumanbeing;
at the concluding ceremony of the World Buddhi&eligious Affairs of the Union of Myanmar with theand to propagate the original teaching of the Buddha
Summit, in which Buddhist eminent Sayad rposes of the World Buddhist Summit: to promoie the world.
from various countries, Chief Sayadaws of Buddhistendship, mutual understanding and cooperation  Also present on the occasion were members of
Ganas and senior world Buddhism researchers| amdong the Buddhist countries; to maintain Buddhafs State Sangha Maha Nayaka Committee, State
scholars attended at Maha Pasana Cave on [Ttaachings and practice among the Buddhist countri€entral Working Committee of the Sangha member
Mingala Kaba Aye Hill in Mayangon Townshipto promote Buddhistic education based on the studies (See page 4)

Yancon, 11 Dec N The Sri Lankan goodwill Minister of the Union of Myanmar Lt-Gen Soe WinPeace and Development Council Lt-Gen Thein Sein,
delegation led by Prime Minister of the Democratic ~ The Sri Lankan Prime Minister and party wer€hairman of Yangon Division Peace and Develop-
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka Mr Mahinda Rajapakseelcomed at Yangon International Airport by Primenent Council Commander of Yangon Command Maj-
and wife arrived here by air this morning to pay Minister of the Union of Myanmar Lt-Gen Soe WirGen Myint Swe and wife Daw Khin Thet Htay,
goodwill visit to Myanmar at the invitation of Primeand wife Daw Than Than Nwe, Secretary-1 of the Sta¥#nister for Foreign Affairs U Nyan Win and wife,

(See page 10)
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Pay respects to senior literati and preser
literary and cultural heritage
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Page (2) PERSPECTIVES

(5,070 more prisoners
to be released

Yancon, 11 DecNThe State Peace and O
velopment Council has dissolved the National|in-
telligence Bureau since 22 October this year.

It was observed that the NIB might haye
committed irregularities. After due review of the
case, prison terms of 5,070 convicts have Heen
suspended with effect from today, 11 Decemper
2004, and they will be released from the respedtive
prisons. It was the third time the convicts are|re-
Prime Minister Lt-Gen Soe Win cordially welcomes Sri Lankan Prime Minister Mr Mahinda Rajapaksk leaged and the number has grown to 14,318 from

Madame Shiranthi Rajapakse at the airp&Evna \9,248. N MNA J
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